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| The PREFACE. 


þ E Subjet of the enſuing 
Diſcourſes is of that ineſtt- 
' mable Excellency and Importance , 
| that it deſerves cur deepeſt RefleGi- 

ens and Care to conſzder and apply 

it: 'Tis tbe great Myſtery of God- 

lineſs , the deſign of Eternal Wiſ- 

dom , the chiefeſt of all God's 
Works, that contains the glorious 

Vonders of his Mercy and Power, 
| wherein he renders himſelf moſt 
worthy of our ſupreme Venerati- 
| on and Aﬀettion. Our moſt rai- 
| ſed Thoughts are infinitely beneath 
t its Dignity. Though the Light 
| of the Goſpel hath clearly reveal'd 
| | = ſo 
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ſo much of it as is requiſute to be | 
known in our earthly flate, yet the 
ſublimer Parts are ſlll ſecret , aud * 
reſeru d for a full diſcovery by the | 
brightneſs of our Saviour's Appea- 
rance. Now if the Excellency of | 
things excites our Spirits to be at- 
tentive in ſearching into their Na- 
ture, this Divine Objet ſhould a- 
waken all our Powers , and arreſt 
our Minds , in the ſerious ſteady 
Contemplation of it, being alone ca- 
pable to ſatisfy their Immortal Ap- 
ettte. 

The Importance of it is corre- 
ſpondent to its Excellency ; for tis 
no leſs than the recovery of us from 
extreme and eternal /\4ifery , and 
the reſtoring of us to the Enjoyment 
of the Bleſſes God ; a Felicity with= 
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out compariſon or end. If we have 
any regard to Salvation, ( and who 
would be ſo unhappy as to neglect 
it for uncotcerning frivelons V ani- 
ties? ) it will be delightſul to know 
the means by which we may obtain 
it ; aud to employ the flying ma- 
ments of opr” ſhort time , in thoſe 
things that are profitable for our 
laſt End, that we may not loſe Tem- 


| poral and Eternal Life together. 


Many of the Ancient and 1Mo- 
dern Drvines have written of this 
Noble Argument, from whom 1 hawe 
received benefit in the following 
Compoſure ; But none, as 1 know, 
hath conſzdered all the Paris tope- 
ther, and preſented them in one 
view, There ſlill remaias a rich 
avundance for the perpetual Exer- 

iſe 
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ciſe of our Spirits. The Eternal 
Word alone was able to perfe 
all things by once ſpeaking. Hu- 
man Words are but an Eccho that 
anſwers the Voice of God , and 
cannot fully expreſs its Power , 
nor paſs ſo immediately through the 
ſenſe to the Heart , but they muſt 
be repeatzd. May theſe Diſcourſes 
be effeFual to_ inflame us with the 
* moſt ardent Love to our Saviour , 
who ranſom'd us with the unvalu- 
able Price of bis own Blood , and 
zo: perſuade 115 to live for Heas Ven, 
the Purchaſe of that Sacred T rea- 
ſure, 1 ſhall for ever acknowledge 
the Divine Grace , and obtain my 
utmoſt Aim. 
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CAP 1 


The Introdution. A ſhort View of Man's pri- 
mitive State. His Conformity to God ; na- 
tural, moral, and in Happineſs and Domint- 
on over the Creatures. The moral Reſem- 
blance, as it refers to all the Faculties, The 
Happineſs of Man with reſpect to his ſenſitive © 
and ſpiritual Nature. Of all ſublunary Crea- 
tures he is only capable of a Law. What the 
Law of Nature contaius. God entred into a 
Covenant with May, The Reaſons of that 
Diſpenſaticn. The Terms of the Covenant 
were becoming God and Man. The. ſpecial 
Clauſe in the Covenant concerning the Tree 
of Rnowledze of Good and Evil, The Rea- 
ſens of the Prohibition. 


*I H E Felicity which the Lord Jeſus procu- 
red for Believers, includesa perfe& Free- 
dom from Sin, and all afflitive Evils, the 
juſt Conſequents of it : and the Fruztion 

of Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Foy, wherein the King- 
dom of God conſiſts. In this the Evangelical Co- 
venant excels the natural ; the Law ſuppoſes Man 
upright, and the Happineſs ic promiſes to exact 
Obedience, is called Life; it rewards Innocence with 
Immortcalicy : But the Blefſednefs of the Goſpel is 
{iil'd Salvation, whichſignifes the reſcuing of lapſed 
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Man frem a State of Miſery, and the inveſting of him 
with unperifaing Glory. 

In order to the Diſcovery of the Excellency of 
ehis Benefit, and the endearing Obligations laid on 
us by our Redeemer, *tis neceſſary to take a view of 
that dreadful and deſperate Calamity which ſeiz'd 
upon Mankind : The Wretchednefs of our Capt'- 
vity iYuſtrates the Glory of our Rodemprion. And 
fince the Mitery of Man was not th: original Condi- 
tion of his Nature, but the cF*& of bis ; gt. el iy Choice, 
"tis requilite to make fome Reflection 1 upon 11s firſt 
State, as he came out of the pure Hands of God ; 
that comparing our preſent Mifery with our loſt 
Happineſs, we may revive in our Breaſts the Aﬀecti- 
ons of Sorrow, Shame and indignation againſt our 
felves ; and Con: fdering that the Leavenly Adzm 
hath purchaſed tor us a Title to a betrer Inheritance 
than was forfeited by the Earthly one, we may with 
the- more affe&ionate Gratitude cxtol the Favour 
and Power of our ms. 

God who is the living Fountain of all Perfections, 
ſpent an intire Fternity in the Contemplation of his 
own Excellencies, before any Creature was made. 
In the moment $7 6678 by his Wiſdom, he gave 

the firſt Being to the World. Three diitinct Orders 
of Natures he form'd, the one purely Spirit.u /, the 
urely Materia L, and bet Ween both one Mix, 
ires the Ezremes i in ic ſelf, This is Man, 
ment of the Univerte, aily'd to the An- 
l Soul, and to material things 3 in his Body, 
and capable of the Happinz1s of * both ; by his Dter- 
nal Faculties enjoying the Felicity of the Intelleftaal, 
and by kis external taſting the Pleaſures of the Senſ- 
tzyve World. Man's ; orcareſt Excellency was a Per- 
tet Contormity co the Diving Pattern, God created 
we Man 
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Man in his own Likeneſs , in the Image of God created 
he him. "This includes, 

Firſt, The natural Similitude of God in the Sub- 
ſtance of the Soul, as it is an mmte/ligent, free, ſpiritual 
and Immortal Being. This is afligned to be the 
Reaſon of the Law, that hoo ſheds Man's Blood, by 
Man ſhall his Blood be ſhed ; for in the Image of God 
made he Man, Gen. 9. 6. / 

Secondly, A moral Reſeimblance in its Qualities and 
Perfections. | 

Thirdly, That, Happineſs and Dignity of Man's . 
State, which was the Conſequent and Acce{/ion.to his 
Holineſs. The natural Reſemblance I ſhall not in- 
fiſt on. For the diſtin& Illuſtration of the other, 
we muſt conſider God in a threefold reſpett : 
> I. In reſpect of his ab/o/ute Holineſs, ſpotted. Pu- 
>) rity , infinite Goodneſs , incorruprible Juſtice , "and 
whatever we conceive under the notion of moral 
Pexfections. 

. With reſpe& to his compleat Bleſſedneſfs, ( the 
reſult of his infinite Excellencies; ) as he is perfectly 
exempt from all Evils which might allay and leſſen 
his Felicity, and enjoy thoſe Pleaſures which are 
worthy of his pure Nature and glorious State. 

3. In regard of his ſupreme Dominion, which ex- 
tends it ſelf to all things in Heaven and Earth. Now 
in the Participation of theſe the Image of God did 
principally conſiſt. The Holineſs of Man was the 
Copy of the Divine Purity, his Happineſs a Repre- 
{entation of the Divine Felicity ; and his Dominion 
over the lower World the Reſemblance' of God's 
SOVeraignty. 

I will take a particular Survey of them. 

1. Man was-conformed to God in Holineſs. This 


” appears by the Expreliions of the Apoſtle concerning 
| R a the 
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the Sandctification of corrupt Man, which he ſets 
forth, by the rezewing of him in Knowledge, Righteou|- 
neſs and Holineſs, after the Image of the Creator. "The 
Renovation of things is the reſtoring of them to their 
Primitive State , and 1s more or leſs perfe&t, by its 
proportion to, or diſtance from the Or;ginal. Holi- 
neſs and Righteouſneſs are the comprehenſive Sm 
of the Moral T aw , which not only repreſents the 
Will; but the Nature of God in his Supreme Excel- 
lency, and in conformity to it the Divine Likeneſs 
eminently appeared. - Adam was created with the 
Perfetion of Grace : The Progreſs of the moſt ex- 
cellent Saints is incomparably ſhort of his Beginning: 
By this we may in part conjecture at the Beauty of 
Holineſs in him, of which one faint Ray appearing 
in renewed Perſons is fo amiable. This Primitive 
Beauty 1s expreſt in Scripture by Rectitude : God 
made Min upright. "There was an univerſal entire 
Rectitude in his Faculties, diſpoſing them for their 
proper Operations., This will more fully appear by 
contidering the diſtin& Powers of the Soul, in their 
regular Confticutions. 

1. The Underitanding was inrich'd with Know- 
icdge. Nature was unveiled to Adam, he entred into 
its Sanctuary , and dilcover'd its myſterious Operari- 
ons. When the Creatures came to pay their Homage 
to him, 2hat/ccver he called them, that was the Name 
thereof, Gen. 2. 19. And their Names expreſt their Na- 
tures. His Knowleds reach'd through the whole Com- 
paſs of the Creation, from the Suathe glorious Veſſel 
of Light,to the &/oworm that thines in the Hedg. And 
this-Knowiedg was not acquired by Study, 'twas not 


the I'ruit of anxious Inquiry , but as the Illuminati- 


en of the 4i is in an inſtant by the I.ight of the 


Morning, ſo his underſtanding was enlightned by a 


pare Beam from the Father of Lights. Be- 


» Toms T2. 2* "72> 


& 


"MST erg peo mugen 


CE Ann io. a 
: f 


——_——. 


in Contriving Yan's Redemption. þ£ 


Beſides, he had ſuch a knowledge of the Deity, as 
was ſufficient for his Duty and Felicity. His Mind 
did not ſtick in the materia! part of things, but aſcen- 
ded by the ſeveral Ranks of Beings to the univerſal 
Cauſe, He diſcover'd the Glory of the Divine E/- 
ſence and Attributes by their wonderful Effe&s. 

1. Almighty Power. When he firſt open'd his 
Eyes, the ſtupendious Fabrick of Heaven and Earth 
preſented it ſelf to his view, and in it the moſt ex- 
pteſs and clear CharaFers of that glorious Power 
which produced it. For what could overcome the 
infinite diſtance between not being and being, but 
infinice Power ? As there is no proportion between 
not being and being, fo the Cauſe which unites thoſe 
Terms , muſt be without Limits, Now the Divine 
Word alone (which calls the things that are not, as 
if they were) cauſed the World to riſe from the Abyſs 
of empty. nothing. Ar God's Command the. Heavens 
and all their Hot were created. And this led him to 
conſider the Immenfiry of the Divine Eſſence; for 
infinire Power is incompatible with a finite Eſſence , 
and by the conſideration of the Immenſity he might 
aſcend to the Eternity of God. To be eternal with- 
out beginning, and infinice without bounds, infer 
one another, and neceſfarily ex; in theſame Subjef. 
For *tis impoſitble that any thing which is form'd by 
another, and hath a Beginning, ſhould not be limi- 
ted in its Nature by the cauſe that produced it. 
Therefore the Apoſtle declares, ( Roms. 1. 20.) that 
the Etern?l Power of God 1s {et forth in the Creation of 
the World ; joining with the Diſcovery of his Pow- 
er, that of his Eternity. 

2. Admirable Wiſdom appear'd to Man in the 
Creation. For by conſidering the Variety and Uni- 
on, the Order and Efficacy, the Beauty and — 
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of the World, he clearly diſcerned that Wiſdom 
which ſo regularly diſpoſed all. *Tis thus that 
Wiſdom ſpeaks, Prov. 8. 27, 28, 29. When he prepa- 
red the Heavens, Twas there : When he [et a Compa[s 
wpon the Face of the Depth : When he eſtabliſhed the 
Gfcuds above : When he ſtrengthened the Fountains of 
the Deep : When he gave the Sea his Decree , that the 
Waters ſhould not paſs his Commandments : When he 
appointed the Foundations of the Earth; I was with 
him, contriving a!l in the belt manner for Ornament 
and Uſe. The knowledge of this fiil'd his Soul with 
Wonder and Delight. The Pſalmiſt breaks forth 
with Aftoniſhment, as ons in the mid(t of innume- 
rable Miracles, F/al. 16.4. 24. O Lord, how man:{old 
are thy Works! Tn Wiſdom kajf* thou made thrm all. 
And if he 4iſcovered ſuch Wonderfut and Divine 
Wifdom in the. Works of God , when the Vigor 
of the human Underſtanding was ſo much impair'd 
by the s//; how much more did 4:24, who per- 
fetiy underſtood Univer/al Nature, the Offices of its 
Parts, the H:4iy of the whole, and all the juſt 
Laws of Union, by which God hath joined together 
ſuch a multitude of Pei-gs fo diſtant and difagreeing, 
and how the Pablick Peace is preſerved by their Fr:- 
wvaie Enmity 7 tis Dilcovery cauſed him to ac- 
kneow!:dge, that Creat zs the Lord, and of great Power : 
bis Underft andis & 1 1prite, 

3. Infinite Goodneſs ſhin'd forth in the Creation. 
This is the lezding Attribute, that cail'd forth the 
reſt to work, As there was no matter, fo no Mo- 
tive to induce God to make the World , but what 
aroſe from his Goodneſs : For he is an A!-[uffcicnt 
Being, perfectly bleiſcd in himſelf, His Majeſty is 
not incieaſzd by the Adoration of Angels, nor his 
Greatneſs by the Obedience of Nature ; neither 

was 
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was he leſs happy, or content, in that Eternal Du- 
ration before the Exiſtence of any Creature, than he 
is ſince. His Original Felicicy is equally incapable 
of Acceflion, as of Diininution. *Tis evident there. 
fore, that only free and unexcited Goodneſs mpved 
him to create all ings, that he might impart Being 
and Haprinets to the Creature, not inrich his own. 

And as by contemplating the other Works of God, 
fo efpecially by reflecting upon himſelf : Adam had a 
clear Sight of the Divine Attributes which concurr'd 
in his Creation. Whether he conſidered his loweſt 
Part, the Body, -'rwas form'd of the Earth, the molt 
artificial and beauriful piece of che vi//ible World (2). 
The Contrivance of its Parts was with that Propor- 
tion and Exacttneſfs, as moſt conduc'd to Comelineſs 
and Seriice. It's Stature was erect and raiſed, be- 
coming the Lord of che Creatures, and an Obſerver 
of the Heavens. A Divine Beauty and Majeſty was 
ſhed upon: it. And this was no vaniſhing Ray, ſoon 
eclip/s'd by a Difeaſe , and extinguilh'd by Death, 
but ſhin'd in the Count2nance without any Decli- 
nation. The Torgue was Man's peculiar Glory, be- 
ing the Interpreter of the Mind, and capable to ſig- 
nify all the Aﬀections of the Soul. In ſhort , the 
Body was ſforamed, as to make a viſible Diſcovery 
of the Prerogatives of his Creation. And when he 
retleted upon his Soul that animated his Duſt , its 
excellent Endowments wherein *tis comparable to 
the Angels, its Capacity of enjoying God Himſelf 
for ever , he had an internal and moſt clear Telti- 
mony of the Glorious Perfetions of his Creators 


(2) Difficil? eſt expedire utrum ſpecies an utilitas major fit. _ 
L2f7, ae Orrf. Hom, 
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For Man , who alone admires the Works of God; 
is the moſt admirable of all (5). 

2.. The Image of God was reſplendent in Man's 
Conſcience, the Seat of practical Knowledg, and 
Treaſury of mora! Principles. The 4ire&ive Facul- 
ty was ſincere and uncorrupt, not infected with any 
diſpuiſing Tincture: *T'was clear from all Prejudi- 
ces, which might render it an incompetent Judg of 
Good and Evil. It inſtructed Man in-all the Parts 
of his Relative Obligations to God, and the Crea- 
tures. *Twas not fetter'd and confin'd, fearfully 
reſtraining from what is lawful ; nor licentious and 
indulgent in whatis forbiddefi. Briefly, Conſcience 
in Adam upright, was a ſubordinate God, that gave 
Laws, and exacted Obedience to that glorious Be- 
ing who 1s its Superior. 

2. . There was a Divine Impreflion on the Will. 
Spiritual Reaſon kept the Throne, and the inferior 
Facultics obſerved an eaſy and regular Subordination 
to its Di&ates. The Aﬀections were exerciſed with 
proportion to the Quality of their Obje&s. Reaſon 
was their 1nviolable Rule. Love the moſt noble, 
and Maſter-aftection, which gives Being and Good- 
neſs to all the reſt, even to Hatred jr ſelf : (for fo 
much we hate an object, as ic hinders our Enjoy- 
ment of the Good we love:) This precious Incenſe 
was offered up to the excellent and Supreme Being, 
which wasthe Author of his Life. Adam fully obey- 
ed the firſt and great Command, of loving the Lord 
with all his Heart, Soul, and Strength. HisLove to 
other things was regulated by his Love to God: 


\ 


(z) Miratur alia homo, cum fit ipſe mirator maximum mira- 


culum. . dug. . | 
* There 
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There was a perfe&t Accord between Fleſh and Spirit 
in him. They both joined in the Service of God, 
and were naturally moved to their Happineſs. As 
the two Eyes conſent in their motion, fo Reaſon and 
Senſe agreed for the ſame End. In ſhort, the Image 
of God in Adam, was a living, powerful Principle, 
and had the ſame relation to the Soul which the Soul 
hath to the Body, to animate and order all its Fa- 
culties in their Offices and Operations, according to 
the Will of his Creator. 

2. The Image of God conſiſted (though in an in- 
ferior degree) in the happy State of Man. Herein 
he reſembled that infinitely blefſed Being. This Hap- 
pineſs had relation to the :20 Natures, which enter 
into Man's Compoſition : 


1. To the Animal and Senſitive, and this conſiſted 

in two things. 1. In the excellent Diſpoſition of his 
Organs. 2. In the Enjoyment of convenient Ob- 
jects. 
. x. In the excellent diſpoſition of the Organs. His 
Body was formed immediately by God, and fo not li- 
able to thoſe Defects which proceed from the weak- 
neſs of ſecond Cauſes. No Blemiſh, or Diſeaſe, 
which are the Effects and Footſteps of Sin, were to 
be found in him. His Health was not a frail incon- 
ſtant Diſpoſition , eaſily ruined by the jarring Ele- 
ments, but firm and ſtable. The Humours were in 
a juſt Temperament, to prevent any Diſtemper 
which might tend to the dillolution of that excellent 
Frame. Briefly, all the Senſes were quick and live- 
ly, able to perform with Facility , Vigour and De- 
light, their Operations. | | 

2. There were convenient Objedts to entertain 
his ſenſitive Faculties. | 

I He 
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He enjoyed Nature in its ori7imal Purity, crown'd 
with the Benedi&:ca of God, before *'twas blaſted 
with the Curſe. The World was all Harmony and 
Beauty, becoming the Goodneſs of the Creator ; 
and not as *tis fince theFall. diforder'd and deform'd 
in many parts, the Effect of his Juſtice. The Earth 
was liberal to Adam of all its Treaſures, the Heavens 
of their Light, and ſweeteſt Influences. He was feat- 
ed in Eden, a Place of fo great Beauty and Delight, 
that it repreſented the Cel:/*ia! Paradiſe which is re- 
freſhed with Rivers of Pleaſure. And as the wltimare 
End of the Creatures was to raiſe his Mind, and in- 
flame his Heart with the Love of his great Benefa- 
&or; fo their firit and natural Uſe was the Satisfa- 
&ion of the Senſes, from whence the felicity of the 
Animal Life did proceed. | 

2. His /upreme Happineſs conſiſted in the exerciſe 
of his moſt noble Faculties on their proper Objeds. 


ception is with more Quickn.' and Yivacity: And 
thereby are the greate't Initrun-:!ts of Pleafure to 
the rational Being. Now the inghett Faculties in 
Man are the Under fftardnrg and 77%, and their Hap- 
pineſs conſiſts in Union with God by Knowledg and 
Love. 

1. In the Knowledg of God. As the Deſire of 
Knowledz is the moit natural to the human Soul, fo 
the obtaining of it produces the moſt nobl: ind 
ſweeteſt Pleaſure. And proportionably ro tne +i-- 
grees of Excellency that are in Objects, ſo much of 


rational Perfection and Satis{action accrues to the : 
Mind by the Knowledg of them. The Diſcovery 
| —— on 
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of the Works of God greatly affeted Man, wetthe 
Excellencies ſcatter'd among them are but an imper- 
fe and mutable Shadow of God's infinite and un- 
changeable Perfe&tions. How much more delight- 
ful was it to his pure Underſtanding, tracing the 
Footſteps and Imprefitons of God in natural things, 
to aſcend to him who is the glorious Or77inal of all 
Perfetions! And though his finite Underſtanding 
could not comprehend the Divine Excellencies, yet 
his Knowledg was an{werabie to the Degrees of Re- 
velation wherein God was manife{ted. He ſaw the 
admirable Beauty of the Creator through the :r2n{- 
parent Vail of the Creatures. And from hence there 
aroſe in the Soul a Pleaſure pure, ſolid and fatisfy- 
ing, a Pleaſure Divine ; for God takes infinite con- 
tentment in the contemplation of Himſelf. 

2. The Happineſs of Man conſiſted in the Love 
of God. "Twas not the naked Speculation of the 
Deity that made him happy, but ſuch a Knowledg 
as raviſhed his Aﬀections : For Happineſs reſults 
from the Iruitions of all the Faculties. *Tis true, 
that by the Mediation of the Underſtanding the 
other Facultics have acceſs to an Oz7jc# ; the Will and 
Aﬀections can't be inclined to any thing, but by ver- 
tue of an 4&# of the Mind which propounds it as 
worthy of them: Ir follows therefore that when by 
the Diſcovery of the 71ra»/cendent Excellencies in 
God, the Soul js excited to love and to delight in 
Him as :cs ſupreme Good, 'tis thenreally and perfe&- 
ly happy. Now as dam had a perfect Knowledg 
ot God, fo the height of his Love was anſwerable 
to F15 Knowleds, and the Compleatneſs of his En- 
jo; raent was according to his Love. All the Divine 
Ex-ccilencies were amiable to him. The Majeſty, 
Purity, Juſtice, and Power of God, which are the 
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Tercour of- guilty Creatures, ſecured his HappineÞ 
whilſt he continued in his Obedience. His Conſcience 
was clear and calm, no unquiet Fears diſcompoſed 
its Tranquillity, 'twas the Seat of Innocence and 
Peace. Briefly, his Love to God was perfe&t (x Joh. 
4. T0.) without any Allay of tormenting Fear; and 
Delight, its inſeparable attendant, was pure, with- 
out the leaſt mixture of Sorrow. : 

3. There was in Man's Dominion and Power over 
the Creatures a ſhining part of God's Tmage. He 
was appointed God's Lieutenant in the World, and 
adorned with a Flower of his Crown. God gave 
him theſolemn Inveſtiture of this Dignity, when he 
brought the Creatures to receive their Names from 
him, (Pal. 8. 5, 6.) which was a Mark of their Ho- 
mage , and a Token of his Supreme Empire to com- 
mand them by their Names. As this Dominion 
was eftabliſh'd by the Order of God, fo 'twas exer- 
ciſed by the Mediation of the Body. In his Face 
and Words there was ſomething ſo powerful, as 
commanded all the Hoſts of the lower World. And 
a5 their Subjection was moſt eaſy without Conſtraint 
or Reſiſtance, ſo 'twas moſt equal without Violence 


and Oppreſtion. 


Thus holy and bleſſed was Adam in his Primitive 
State. And that he might continue ſo, he was ob- 
lied for ever to obey the Will of God, who beſtow- 
ed upon him Life and Happineſs. By the firſt neg- 
tet of his Duty he would moſt juſtly and inevitably 
incur the Loſs of both. This will appear by conſi- 
dering the Deſign of God in the Creation. - 

God did not make the World and Man for the 
meer Exerciſe of his Power, and ſo left them; but 
as tae Production of all things was from his Good- 

* neſs, 
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neſs, ſo their Reſolution: and Tendency is for his 
Glory. He is as univerſally the final, as the efficient 
Canf of all Creatures. For that which receives its 
Being from another, can't be an End to it ſelf: For 
the Previſion of the end in the Mind of the Creator 
ſets him a-work, and is antecedent to the Being of 
the Creature. Therefore the Wiſeman tells us; Prov. 
x6. 4. that God made all things for himſelf. And the 
Apoſtle, Rom. 11. 36. that Of him, and to him, and 
through him are all things; to whom be glory for 
ever. The lower Rank of Creatures- obje&ively 
glorify God, as there is a viſible demonſtration of 
his excellent Attributes in them: Man is only quali- 
fied to know and love the Creator.. And as the Be- 
nefit of all redounds to him, *tis his Duty to pay 
the Tribute for all. By his Mouth the World makes 
its Acknowledgment to God. He 1s the Interpreter 
of the filent and uninterrupted Praiſes, which the 
full Qaire of Heaven and Earth renders to him. O 
Lord, all thy Works praiſe thee, Pſal. 145. 10. (from 
the moſt noble to the leaſt worthy) by Saints bleſs 
thee. Thankfulneſs is the Homage due from Under- 
ſtanding Creatures. 

And from hence it follows, that Man only was in 
a State of moral dependence, and capable of a Law. 
For a Law being the Declaration of the Superiour's 
Will requiring Obedience, and threatning Punilh- 
ment on the Fazlure thereof, there muſt be a Princi- * 
ple of Reaſon and Choice in that Nature that is go- 
vern'd by it. 1. To diſcover the Authority that en- 
Joins*it. 2. To diſcern the matter of the Law. 
3. To determine it ſelf out of Judgment and Ele&ti- 
on to Obedience, as moſt excellent in it ſelf, and 
advantageous to the Performer. 


Now 
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Now all inferiour Creatures are moved by the ſe- 
cret Force of zatural Inclinations; they are inſenſi- 
ble of moral Engagements, and are not wrought on 
in an uminative way by the Foreſight of Rewards 
. and Puniſhments: But Man who is a reaſonable Crea- 
ture, OWes @ rea/onable Service, Rom. 12. 1. And it is 
impolible that Man ſhould be exempt from a Law; 
For as the Notion of a God, that is, of the firſt and 
ſupreme Being, excludes all potlibility of Obligation 
to another, Who hath firſt given to the Lord, and it ſhall 
be recompenſed to him again? Rom. 11. 35. And of 
SubjeRion to a Law ; for Supremacy and Subjettion 
are incompatible ; ſo the Quality of a Creature in- 
cludes the relation of Dependence and natural Sub- 
jection to the Will of God. This is moſt evident 
from that common Principle which governs the in- 
telligent Creation : *Tis a moral Mzxim to which 
the reaſonable Nature neceſſarily affents, that the 
diſpenſing of Benefits acquires to the Giver a Right 
to command, and lays on the Receiver an Obligati- 
on to obey; and thefe Rights and Duties are mea- 
{ured by the Nature of the Benefits as their juſt Rule. 
This is vitible in that Dominion which is amongſt 
Men. | 

If we aſcend to the firſt Springs of human Laws, 
we ſhall find the or:gm7al Right of Power to ariſe ei- 
ther from Generation in Nature, or Preſervation 
in War, or fome publick Good accruing to the So- 
ciety by the prudent Care of the Governour. Now 
the Being and Bleſfedneis of the Creature are the 
greateſt and moſt valuable Benefits that can be re- 
ceived; and in the beſtowing of them is laid the 
moſt real Foundation of Power and Authority. Up- 
on this account Man who derives his Lite and Feli- 


Cicy from God, is under a natural and itrong Obli- 
gation 
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gation to comply with his Will. From this Right of 
Creation God ailerts his univerſal Dorainion : L 
bave made the Earth, and created Man upon it, even. 
my Hands have ſtretch'd out the Heavens, and all their 
Hoſts have I commanded, 1a. 45. 12. And the Pſal- 
miſt tells us, P/al. 100. 3. Know ye that the Lord he 
zs God, it zs He that made us, and not we our ſelves 
we are his People, and the Sheep of bis Paſture, His 
Juriſdiction 1s grounded on his Propriety in Man 
and that ariſes from his giving Being to him : 7. 
44. 21. Remember, O Iſrac! , for thou art my Servant, 
T have formed thze., From hence he hath a ſupreme 
Right to impoſe any Law, for the Pertormance of 
which Man had an original Power. Univerſal O- 
bedience is the juſt contequent of our Obligations 
to the Divine Goodneſs, 

Suppoſe that Man were not the Work of God's 
Hands, yet the infinize Excellency of his Nature 
gives him a better Ticle to command us, than Man 
hath upon the account of his Reaſon to govern thoſe 
Creatures that are inferiour to him. Or ſuppoſe 
that God had not created the Matter of which the 
Body is compoſed, but only infpir'd it with a living 
Soul, yet his Right over us had been uuqueſtionable. 
(c) The Civil Law determines, That when an Ar- 
tificer works on rich Materials, and the engraving 
be not of extraordinary Value, that the whole be- 
longs to him who is the Owner of the Materials : 
But if the matter be mean , and the Workmanſhip 
excellent, in which the Price wholly. lies; as if a 


— 


Ca 


(:) Si plus fir pretii in opere quam in materia, dominium eſt 
ejus qui ſpeciem feciflet ; quoniam quod pluris eſt, id prevalen» 
tia ſua quod minus £ſt ad {c trohat, Conran, 

Painter 
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Painter ſhould draw an admirable Picture on a piece 
of Canvas, the Picture of right belongs to him that 
drew it, tit. Fuſtin. So if according to the Error 
of ſome Philoſophers, | Plato | the Matter of which 
the World was made had been Eternal, yet God ha- 
ving infuſed a reaſonable Soul into a piece of Clay 
which is the Principle of its Life, and pives it a 


tranſcendent Value above all other Beings which” 


were made of the ſame Element, it is molt juſt che 
ſhould have a Property in him, and Dominion over 
him. 

The Law of Nature to which Man was ſubject 
upon his Creation , contains thoſe »zoral Principles 
concerning Good and Evil which have an eſſential 
Equity in them, and are the meaſures of his Duty 
to God, to himſelf, and to his Fellow-creatures. 
This was publiſhed by the Voice of Reaſon, and is 
holy, juſt and good, Rom. 7.12. Holy, as it enjoins 
thoſe things wherein there is a Conformity to thoſe 
Attributes and Actions of God which are the Pat- 
tern of our Imitation: So the general Rule is, Be 
holy, as God ws holy, in all manner of Converſation , 
x Pet.1. 15. Andthis is moſt honourable to the human 
Nature. *Tis juſt, that is exactly agreeable to the 
Frame of Man's Faculties, and moſt ſuitable to his 
Condition in the World. And good, that is, bene- 
ficial to the Obſerver of it; I keeping of it there is 
great Reward, Pfal. 19. 11. And the Obligation to 
it is eternal; itbeing che unchangeable Will of God, 
grounded on the Natural and unvariable Relations 
between God and Man, and between Man and the 
Creatures. 

Beſides the particular Directions of the Law of 
Nature, this general Principle was planted -in the 
reaſonable Soul, to obey God in any Inftance wherein 
tie did preſcribe his Pleaſure. More- 
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Moreover, God was pleaſed to enter into a Cove- 
nant with Adam, and with all his Polterity naturaily 
deſcending from him. And this was the. effec, 

1, Of admirable Goodneſs : For by his Supremacy 
over Man, he might have fignified his Will meerly 
by the way of Empire, and requir'd Obedience ; 
but he was pleaſed to condeſcend fo far as to deal 
with Man in a ſweeter manner, as with a Creature 
capable of his Love, and to work upon him by re- 
wards and puniſhments congruouſly to the reaſona- 
ble Nature. 

2, Of Wiſdom, to ſecure Man's obedience : For 
the Covenant being a mutual engagement between 
God and Man, as it gave him infallible aſſurance of 
the reward to ſtrengthen his Faith, ſo it was the 
ſureſt bond to preſerve his Fidelity. *Tis true the 
Precept alone binds by virtue of the Authority that 
impoſes it, but the conſent of the Creature increaſes 
the Obligation ; it 71/75 the cords of the Law, and 
binds more ſtrongly to Obedience. Thus Adam was 
God's ſervant as by the condition of his nature, ſo 
by his choice, accepting the Covenant, from which 
he could not recede without the Guilt and Infamy of 
the worſt Perfidiouſneſs. 

The Terms of the Covenant were becoming the 
Parties concern'd, God and Man ; it eſtabliſhed an 
inſeparable Connexion between Duty and Felicity. 
'This appears by the Sanction, Gez. 2. 17. In the day 
thou eateſt of the forbidden Fruit , thou fhait die : In 
that particular Species of Sin the whole Ger:5 is in- 
cluded ; according to the Apoj#1:'s Expglition, Gal. 
J. Io. Curſed is every one that doth not continue im ail 
the IVorks of the Law to do them. "The threatning of 
Death was expreſt, it being more difficult to be cor:» 


ceiv'd : The Promiſe of Life upon his Obedience was. 


implied, and eaſily ſuggetted ir ſelf co the rational 
C; Mind, 


& 
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Mind. "Theſe were the moſt proper and powerful 
Aeotives to excite his Reaſon, and affet his Will. 
For Death primarily ſignifies the Diſſolution of the 
vital Union between the Soul and Body, and conſe- 
quently all the preparatory Diſpoſitions thereunto, 
Diſeaſes, Pains, and all the Aﬀections of Mortality, 
which terminate in Death as their center. This 1s 
the extreameſt of texzporal Evils, which innocent 
Nature ſhrunk from, it being a deprivation of that 
excellent ſtate which Man enjoyed. But principally 
it ſignified the ſeparation of the Soul from God's 
reviving preſence, who is the only Fountain of Feli- 
city. Thus the Law is.interpreted by the Law-giver, 
the Soul that ſins ſhall die, Ezek. 18. 4. Briefly, Death 
in the threatning 1s comprehenſroe of all kinds and 
degrees of evils, from the leaſt Pain to the compleat- 
neſs of Damnation. Now *tis an inviolable Principle 
deeply ſet in the Human Nature, to preſerve its be- 
ing and bleſſedneſs; fo that nothing could be a 
more powerful reſtraint from Sin, than the fear of 
Death, which is deſtructive to both. 

This Conſtitution of the Covenant was founded 
not only in the Will of God, but in the Nature of 
Things themſelves : And this appears by confider- 
ing, 
I. Tnat Holineſs is more excellent in it felf, and 
{ſeparately conſidered, than the Reward that attends 
it. *Tis the peculiar Glory of the Divine Nature, 
God 7s pglorions in Holineſs. And as he prefers the 
infinite Puricy of his Nature, before the immortal 
Felicity of his State ; fo he values in the reaſonable 
Creature the Vertues by which they repreſent his 
Holineſs, more than their perte& Contentment by 
which they are like Him in Blefſednels. Now God 
5 the moſt juſt Eſteemer of things, his Judgment is 
the infallible Meaſure of their real Woith; *tis 
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therefore according to natural Order that the Hap- 
pineſs of Man ſhould depend upon his Integrity, and 
the Reward be the Fruit of his Obedience. 

And though it is impoflible that a meer Creature 
in what State ſoever, ſhould obtain any thing from 
God by any other Title but his voluntary Promiſe, 
the Effect of his Goodneſs; yet *twas ſuch Goodneſs 
as God was invited to exerciſe by the Conſideration 
of Man's Obedience. And as the neglect of his Du- 
ty had diſcharged the Obligation on God's part, ſo 
the Performance gave him a Claim by right of the 
Promiſe to everlaſting Life. | | 

2. As the fr part of the Alliance was moſt rea- 
ſonable, ſo was the /econd, that Death ſhould be the - 
Wages of Sin. It is not conceivable that God 
ſhould continue his Favour to Man, if he turned 
Rebel againſt him: For this were to diſarm the Law, 
and expoſe the Authority of the Law-giver to con- 
tempt, and would reflec upon the Wiſdom of God. 
Beſides, if the reaſonable Creature violates the Law, 
it neceſſarily contracts an Obligation to Puniſhmenc. 
So that if the Sinner who deſerves Death, ſhould en- 
joy Life, without Satisfaction for the Offerre , or 
Repentance to qualify him for Pardon, (both which 
were without the Compaſs of the f-# Covenant ) 
this would infringe the unchangeable Rights of Ju- 
ſtice, and diſparage the Divine Puricy. 

In the fr5# Covenant there was a ſpecial Clas/e, 
which reſpe&ted Man as the Inhabitant of Parad!/e, 
that he ſhould nor eat of the Tree of Knowledge of 
Good and Evil upon Pain of Death, Ger. 2. 17. And 
this Prohibition was upon moſt wiſe and juſt Reaſons. 

1. To declare God's Sovereign Right in all things. 
In the Quality of Creator he is /zpreme Lord: Man 
enjoyed nothing but by a derived Title from his 


. Bounty and Allowance, and with an Obligation to 


C 2 render 
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render to him the Homage of all. As Princes when 
they give Eſtates to their Subje&s, ſtill retain the 
Royalty, and receive a ſmall Rexr, which though ig- 


conliiderable in its value, is an acknowledgment of 


Dependence upon them : So when God placed 44am 
in Paradiſe, he reſerved this Mark of his Sovereignty, 
that in the free uſe of all other things, Man 
ſhould abſtain from the forbidden Tree. 

2. To make Trial of Man's Obedience in a mat- 
ter very congruous to diſcover it (4), If the Pro- 
bibition had been grounded on any moral internal Evil 
in the nature of the thing it ſelf, there had not been 


ſo clear a Teſtimony of God's Dominion , nor of 


Adam's Subjedtion to it, But when that which in 
it felf was indifferent, became unlawful meerly by 
the Will of God, and when the Command had-no 
other Excellency but to make his Authority 'more 
facred ; this was a confining of Man's Liberty, -and 
to abſtain was pure Obedience. 

Beſides, the Reſtraint was from that which was 
very grateful, an alluring to both the Parts of Man's 
compounded Nature. The Senſitive Appetite is 
ſtrongly excited by the Luſt of the Eye ; and this 
Fruit being beautiful to the Sight , ( Ger. 3.6.) the 
Forbearance was an excellent Exerciſe of Virtue in 
keeping the lower Appetite in Obedience. . Again, 
the Defire of Knowledg is extremely quick and ear- 
neſt, and in appearance moſt worthy of the rational 
Nature ; INullus animo ſuavicr cibus, Tactant. *Tis 


the moſt high and/luſcious Food of the Soul. Now 


the Tree of Knowledge was forbidden ; fo that the 
Obſervance of the Law was the more-eminent, in 


| (2) In minimis obedientiee periculum faciunt Legiſlatores, quia 
' Legiflatoris ad obedientiam obligantis potius habenda eſt ratio, 
guam ret de qua lex Jata «h, 


keep- 
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keeping the intellefual Appetite in Mediocrity. In 
ſhort, God required Obedience as a Sacrifice. For 
the Prohibition being in a matter of natural Pleaſure 
(e), and a Curb to Curioſity, which is the Luſt and 
Concupiſcence of the mind after things concealed ; 
by a reverend Regard to it, Man preſented his Soul 
and Body to God as a living Sacrifice, which was his 
reaſonable Service. Rom. 12. 1. 


({-) Obſequu gloria eſt in eo major, quod quis minus velit. Pn, 
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Man's Natural State was mutable, The Devil, moved 
by Hatred and Fnwvy ,. attempts to ſeduce him. Tle 
Temptation was ſutable to Man's compounded Nature, 
The Woman being deceived, perſuades her Husband. 
The Quality of the firlt Sin. Many were combined 
in it. *Twas perfeftly voluntary. © Man had Power 
to ſtand, The Dewil could only allure , not compel 
him. His Underſtanding and Will the Cauſes of 
his Fall. The Puniſhment was of the ſame Date with 
his Sin. He forfeited his Righteouſneſs and Felicity. 
The Loſs of original Righteouſneſs , as it ſignifies the 
Purity and Liberty of the Soul. The Torment of 
Conſcience that was conſequent to Sin. A whole Army 
of Ewils enter with it into the World. 


AN was created perfedly holy, but in a na- 
M tural, therefore mutable State. He was inve- 
ited with power to prevent his Falling, yet under af” 
poſ{ibility of it. He was compleat in his own Order, 
but receptive of ſinful Impreſlions. An invincible 
Perſeverance in Holineſs belongs to a ſupernatural 
ſtare; *ris the privilege of Grace, and exceeds the de- 
ſign of the {7 Creation C 3 The 
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The rebellious Spirits, who by a furious ambiti- 
on had raiſed a Warin Heaven, and were fallen from 
their Obedience and Glory , deſigned to corrupt 
Man, and to make him a companion with them in 
their Revolt. The moſt ſubtile amongſt them ſets 
about this Work, urged by 10 ſtrong Paflions, Ha- 
tred and Envy. 

I. By Hatred, For being under. a final and irre- 
vocable Doom, he lookt on God as an Irreconcile- 
able Enemy : And not being able to injure his Ef- 
ſence, heftruck at his Image: As the Fury of ſome 
Beaſts diſcharges it ſelf upon the Picture of a Man. 
He fingled out Adam as the mark of his malice, that 
by ſeducing him from his Duty , he might defeat 
God's deſign, which was to be honoured by Man's 
free Obedience, and ſo obſcure his Glory as if He had 
made Man in vain. 

2. He was follicited by Envy, the ff Native of 
Hel]: For having loſt the Favour of God, and be- 
ing caſt out of Heaven the Region of Joy and Bleſ- 
ſedneſs, the ſight of Adam's Felicity exaſperated his 
Grief. That Man who by the condition of his na- 
ture was below him, ſhould be Prince of the World, 
whilſt he was a Priſoner under thoſe chains which 
reſtrain'd and tormented him, the power and wrath 
of God, this made his ſtate more intolerable. His 
torment was incapable of allay , but by rendring 
Man as miſerable as himſelf. © And as hatred excited 
his envy,ſo envy inflam'd his hatred, and both joyn'd 
in miſchief. And thus puſh'd on, his Subtilty being 
equal to his Malice, he contrives a Temptation 
which mighc be moſt taking and dangerous to Man 
in his raifed and happy ſtate. He attempts him with 
Art, by propounding the /ure of Knowledg and Plea- 
fure, to inveigle the Spiritual and Senſitive Appetites 
at once. And that he might the better _— -; 

OTIS addrel- 
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addreſſes to the Woman, the weakeſt and molt liable 
to ſeduction. He hides himſelf in the Body of a 
Serpent, which before Sin was not terrible unto her : 
And by this inſtrument inſinuates his Temptation. 
He fr5# allures with the Hopes of Impunity, Ye ſha 
not dye; then he promiſeth an univerſal Knowledge 
of Good and Evil. By theſe pretences he ruin'd In- 
nocence it ſelf, For the Woman deceived by thoſe 
ſpecious Alefives, ſwallowed the Poiſon of the 
Serpent, and having talted Death, ſhe perſwaded her 
Husband by the ſame Mortives to deſpiſe the Law of 
their Creator. Thus Sin enter'd and brought Con- 
fuſion into the World. For the »ora! Harmony of 
the World conſiſting in the juſt Subordination of 
the ſeveral Ranks of Beings to one another, and of 
all to.God; when Man who was placed next to God 
broke the Union, his Fall brought a deſpcrate Dil- 
order into God's Government. 

And though the matter of the Offence ſeems 
ſmall, yet the Diſobedience was infinitely great ; it 
being the Tranſgrefiton of thar Command, which 
was given tobe the Inſtance and real Proof of Man's 
Subjettion to God. Totam legem wiolavit in illo lege- 
lis obedientig praxcepto. Tertul, The Honour and4 
Majeſty of the whole Law was violated in the Breaci 
of that Symbolical Precept. *T'was a direct and for- 
mal Rebellion, a publick Renunciation of Obedi- 
ence, an univerſal Apoſtacy from God, and Change 
of the laſt End, that extinguiſh'd the Habit of ori- 
ginal Righteouſneſs, Many Sins were combined in - 
that ſingle AR. 

I. Iyfidelity : This was the fir Step to Ruin, Tt 
appears by the Order of the Temptation 5 *twas 
firſt ſaid by the Devil, Ye ſhall not die, to weaken their 
Faithz then, Ye ſhall be like Gods, to flatter their Am- 


bition, The'Fear of Death would have controul'd 
C'4 | the 
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the Efficacy of all his Arguments ; till that reſtrainc 
was broke , he could faſten nothing upon them. 
This Account the Apoſtle gives of the Fall, 1 7im. 
2. 14. The Woman being deceived, was in the Tran'i- 
greſicn. As Obedience is the Effect of Faith , fo 
Diſobedience of Infidelity : And as Faith comes by 
hearing the Word of God, ſo Infidelity by liſtening 
to the words of the Devil. From the Neception 
of the Mind proceeded the Depravation of the Will, 
the Intemperance of the Appetite , and the Defection 
of the whole Man. Thus as the natural, fo the 
ſpiritual Death made its fr Entrance by the (f) 
Eye. And this Infidelity is extremely aggravatcd, 
as it implies an Accuſation of God both of Envy and 
Falſhood. 

1. Of Ervy ; As if he had deni'd them the per- 
fetions,. becoming the Human Nature , and they 
might aſcend to a higher Orb than that wherein 
they were placed, by eating the forbidden Fruit. 
And what greater Diſparagement could there be of 
the Divine Goodneſs, than to ſuſpect the Deity of 
ſuch -a, low and baſe Paffion, which is the ſpecial 
C haratter of the Angels of Darkneſs ? 

2, "Twas cqually injurious to the Honour of God's 
Truth. For it is not cafy to conceive that Adam who 
was ſo lately the Effet of God's Omnipotence, ſhould 
preſently diſtruſt it as unable to inflict the Puniſh- 
ment threatned, but his Aﬀent was weakened as to 
the Truth of the threatening : He did nor believe 
the danger to be ſo great or certain upon his Diſo- 
bodience. And he that believes not God, makes him a 
Lizr, 1 John x5. 16. An Impiety not to be thought 
on withent Horror, And that which heightens the 
Alfront, is, that when he diſtruſted the Fountain of 
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Truth, he gave credit to the Father of Lies ; as ap- 
pears by his Compliance , the real Evidence of his 
Faith. Now what viler contumely could be offered 
to the Creator ? 

2. Prodigious Pride (g) ! He was ſcarce out of 
the ſtate of nothing, no ſooner created, but he aſ- 
pir'd to be as God. Not content with his Image, 
he affeded an Equality, to be like him in his imma 
ble Attributes. He wou!d rob Ged of his Eternity 
to live without end ; cf his Sovereignty, to com» 
mand without dependance ; of his Wiſdom to know 


all things without reſerve. Infinite Infolence ! and 


worthy of the moſt fiery Indignation ! That Man, 
the Son of the Earth, forgetful of his Original, 
ſhould uſurp the Prerogatives which are eſlential co 
the Deity , and ſet up himſelf a real Idol, was a 
rain of that Arrogancy which corrupted the An- 
els. 
. 3- Horrid I:gratitude : He was appointed Heir 
apparent of all things ; yet undervaluing his preſent 
Portion , he entertains a Proje# of improving his 
Happineſs. The excellent State newly conferred 
upon him,was a ſtrong Obligation to pay fo ſmall an 
acknowledgment to his Lord. The Uſe of all the 
Garden was allowed to him, only a Tree excepted 
(hb). Now in the midſt of ſuch Variety and Plenty, 
to be inflam'd with the intemperate Appetite of 
the forbidden Fruit , and to break a Command ſo 


DO 


(2) The Promiſe of the Tempter that they ſhould not die, encouraged 
him to believe that he ſhould enjoy an Immortality not depending on God's 
Wll, but abſolute ; which is proper to God alone, (bh) Preceptum 
de uno Cibi generenon edendo ubi aliorum tanta copia ſubjacebar, 
tum leve ad obſervandum, tam breve ad memoria retinendum,ub1 
preſertim nondum voluntati cupidiras reſiftebat , ranto majort 
injuſtiti2 violatum eft,quanto faciliori poſſet obſervanria cuſtodiri, 
Aug. de civit, Dei lib. 14. 
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equal and eaſie, what was it but a deſpiſing the rich 
Goodneſs of his great Benefactor ? Beſides, Man 
was endued with a diviner Spirit than the inferiour 
Order of Creatures: Reaſon and*Liberty were the 
ſpecial Priviledges of his Nature ; and to abuſe them 
to Rebellion renders him, as more unreaſonable, ſo 
more difingenuous than the Creatures below him, 
who inflexibly obey the Will of God. | 

4. The viſible Contempt of God's Majeſty, with 
a ſlighting his Juſtice. For the Prohibition was ſo 
expreſs and terrible, that till he had caſt off all Re- 
ſpecs to the Law-giver, 'twas not poſflible he ſhould 
venture to diſobey him. The Sin of Adam is there- 
fore called by the Apoſtle, D:ſobedience, Rom. F. 19. 
as eminently ſuch; it being the firſt and higheſt In- 
ſtance of it, and virtually a Breach of all the Laws 
at once in thatcontempt of the Law=giver. "Twas 
the Prophanation of Paradiſe it ſelf, the Place of 
God's ſpecial Preſence : There he fell, and trampled 
on God's Command before his Face. What juſt 
cauſe of Aſtoniſhment is it, that a reaſonable Crea- 
ture ſhould bid open Defiance to the Author of its 
Life! That a little breathing Duſt ſhould contemn 
its Creator ! That Man ſhould prefer ſervile Com- 
pliance to the Will of the Tempter , before free 
Subjection to his Father and Sovereign ! To depoſe 
God, and place the Devil in his Throne, was double 
Treaſon, and provok'd his infinite Jealouſie. 

5- Unaccountable and amazing Folly. What a 
deſpicable Acquiſition tempted him out of Happi- 
neſs! If there had been any poflible Compariſon 
between them, the Choice had been more excuſable. 
But that the Pleaſures of Taſte and Curioſity ſhould 
outvie the Favour of God which is better than Life ; 
that the moſt pernicious Evil, gilded with the thin 
appearance of Good, ſhould be preferr'd —_ 
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ſubſtantial and ſupreme Good, is the Reproach of 
his Reaſon, and makes the choice ſo criminal. And 
what leſs than voluntary Madneſs could encline him 
to deſire that , which he ought infinitely to have 
fear'd, that is, the knowledge of £441? for nothing 
could deſtroy his Happineſs but che experience of 
Evil. What but a wilful 4;/#ra&ion could induce him 
to believe, that by defacing God's Image, he ſhould 
become more like him? Thus Man being in ho- 
nour, but without underſtanding, became like the beaſts 
that periſh, Pſal. 49. 12. 

6. A bloody cruelty to himſelf, and all his Poſterity. 
When God had made.him a depoſitory in a matter of 
infinite moment, that is, of his own Happineſs, and 
all Mankind's, this ſhould have been a powerful »2e- 
tive to have kept him vigilant: But giving a ready 
ear to the Tempter, he betrai'd his truſt, and at once 
breaks both the Tables of the Law, and becomes 
guilty of the higheſt Impiety and Cruelty. He was 
a Murderer before a Parent, he diſinherited all his 
Children before they were born, and made them 
Slaves before they knew the price of Liberty. | 

And that which increaſes the malignity of this 
Sin, and adds an infinite emphaſis to it, is, that *twas 
perfealy voluntary, his Will was the ſole cauſe of 
his Fall. And this is evident by conſidering ; 

I. That Adam innocent had a ſufficient power 
to perſevere in his holy State. There was no ſub- 
{tration of any Grace which was requiſite to his 
ſtanding; He left God before he was forſaken by 
Him. (:) Much leſs was there any internal impulſion 
from God. *Tis inconſiſtent with the Divine Puri- 
ty to encline the Creature to ſin: As God cannot 
be tempted to evil, neither tempts he any man. *Tis 
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injurious to his Wiſdom to think that God would 
{ſpoil that work, which he had compos'd with fo 
much deſign and counſel. And 'tis diſhonourable to 
his Goodneſs ; He loved his Creature, and Love is 
an inclination to do good ; 'twas impoſiible there- 
fore for God to induce Man to lin, or to withdraw 
that power which was neceſfary to reſiſt the Tem pta- 
tion, when the conſequent muſt be his inevitable 
ruin. 

2. The Devil did only allure , he could not ra- 
viſh his conſent. Though his malice is infinite, yet 
his power is fo reſtrain'd that he can't faſten an im- 
mediate, much leſs an irreſiſtible impreflion on the 
Will : (4) He therefore made uſe of an External 
Object to invite him. Now Obje&s have no con- 
ſtraining force, they are but partial Agents, and 
derive all their efficacy from the Faculties to which 
they are agreeable. And although ſince Sin hath 
diſordered the fleſh, there is difficulty in reſiſting 
thoſe Objefts which pleaſantly inſinuate themſelves ; 
yet ſuch an univerſal redtitude was in Adam, and fo 
intire a ſubjeion in _the ſenſual 4pperite to the ſu- 
perior power of Reaſon , that he might have ob- 
tain'd an (1) eaſy conqueſt. A reſolute Negative 
had made him victorious : by a ſtrong Denial he had 
baffled that proud Spirit. As the Heavenly dam, 
when he, who is only rich in promiſes, offer'd to 
him the Monarchy of the World with all its Glory, 
diſdain'd theoffer, and caſt off Satan with contemper. 
The true Rock was unmov'd, and broke all the 
proud waves that daſht againſt it. 
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(k) In merith examinanda veniunt , Cauſa que umpulir, 
cauſa qui retrahere debuir, & perſone idonieras ad utrumque. 
Grot. (1) Quantd proteſtas vitand1 fuit facilicr , tanto contu- 
maciz critine oneratur. Difficilium f.cilis venta. Tertul, 1. 2- 
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3. It will fully appear that the Diſobedince was 
Voluntary ,by conſidering what denominates an action 
to be ſo. The two Springs of human Adtions are 
the Underſtanding and Will ; and as there is no 
particular Good but may have the appearance of 
ſome difficult unpleaſant quality annexed , upon 
which account the Will may reje& it; fo an 
particular Evi! may be fo diſguiſed by the falſe 
luſtre of Goodneſs, as to incline the Will to receive 
it. This is clearly verified in Adam's Fall. For 
a ſpecious Obje&t was conveyed through the un- 
guarded Senſe to his Fancy , and from that to his 
Underſtanding, which by a vicious carelefſneſs, neg- 
le&ing to conſider the danger, or judging that the 
excellency of the End did out-weigh the evil of the 
Means , commended it to the Will , and that refol- 
ved to embrace it. Ir is evident therefore, that 
the Adtion which reſulted from the direQion of the 
Mind, and the choice of the Will, was abſolutely 
free. 

Beſides, As the Repret that is mixt with an Action 
is a Czrtain Charadter that the perſon is under con- 
ſtraint ; ſo the Delight that attends it is a clear Evi- 
dence that he is free. When the Appetite is drawn 
by the Jureof Pleaſure, ( Fam. 1. 14.) the more vio- 
lent, the more voluntary is its motion. Now the re- 
preſentations of the forbidden Fruit were under the 
notion of Pleaſure. The Woman ſaw the Fruit 
was good for food , that is, pleaſurable to the Palate, 
and pleaſant to the Eyes , and to be deſired to make one 
wiſe , Gen. 3. 6. That is, to increaſe Knowledge, 
which is the pleaſure of the Mind, and theſe 4!- 
tives draw her into the ſnare. Adam with com- 
placency receiv'd the temptation, and by the intice- 
ment of Satay, committed Adultery with the Crea- 
ture, from whence the curſed race of Sin and Miſe- 
ries proceed, Suppoſe 
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Suppoſe the Devil had ſo diſguis'd the Tempta- 
tion, that notwithſtanding all circumſpe&ion and 
care, Adam could not have diſcovered its evil; his 
invincible [7norance had rendered the action involun- 
tary : But Adam was conſcious of his own Action, 
there was light in his mind to diſcern the Evil, and 
ſtrength in his will to decline it. For the manner 
of the defe&ion, whether it was from affected Igno- 
rance, or ſecure Negle&, or tranſport of Paflion, it 
doth not excuſe : The Action it ſelf was of that mo- 
ment, and the ſupreme Law-giver ſo worthy of Re- 
verence, that it ſhould have awakened all the pow- 
ers of his Soul to beware of that which was Rebel- 
lion againſt God, and Ruine to himſelf. 

Or ſuppoſe he had been tried by Torments, 
whoſe extremity and continuance had vehemently 
oppreſt his nature; this had only lefſen'd the Guilt, 
the Action had {till been voluntary: For no exter- 
nal Force can compel the Will to chuſe any thing 
but under the Notioi of comparative Goodneſs. Fob 
36. 21. Now to chuſe Sin rather than Pains, and 
to prefer Eaſe before Obedience, is highly diſhonou- 
rable to God, whoſe Glory ought to be infinitely 
more valuable to us than Life and all its endear- 
ments. And though ſharp Pains by diſcompoſing 
che Body make the Soul unfit for its higheſt and no- 
bleſt Operations, fo that it cannot perform the Acts 
of Vertue with delight and freedom ; yet then ir 
may abſtain from Evi!. But this was not Adam's 


caſe: The Devil had no power over him (as over 
Fob who Mr- ths extremiry of his rage, and yet 
came off More than Conqueror) to diſturb his feli- 


City, he prevailed by a timple /waſiov. Briefly, though 
Adam had ſtrength ſufficient to repel all the Pow- 
ers of Darkneſs, yet he was vanquilht by the aſ- 
ſault of ia tinzle 'Temptation. Now that Man fo 
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richly furniſht with all the Perfetions of the Mind, 
and the excellent Vertuesof which Original Righte- 
ouſneſs was compos'd ; that endued with Knowledg 
to foreſee the incomparable Evil that would redound 
to himſelf, and the univerſal to his poſterity by his 
diſobedience; that being ſo well tempered in his 
Conſtitution that all his Appetites were ſubje& to 
Reaſon; that notwithſtanding theſe preſervatives, 
he ſhould be deceived by the falſe perſwaſion of an 
erring Mind, and overcome by Carnal Concupi- 
{cence, as the evil effects of it will not ceaſe to the 
end of the World, nor the juſt wonder how it was 
poſſible to happen: Theſe are the circumſtances 
which derive a crimſon-guilt to his rebcllious Sin , 
and render it above meaſure ſinful. 

This will more fully appear in the dreadful effects 


. that enſued. By his diſobedience he loſt Original 


Righteouſneſs, and made a deadly forfeiture of 
Felicity. | 

1. He loſt Orignal Righteouſneſs: for that fo de- 
pended on the humane faculties, that the actual vio- 
lation of the Law was preſently attended with the 
privation of it. Beſides, the nature of his Sin con- 
tained an entire forſaking of God, as envious of his 
Happineſs, and a converſion to the Creature as the 
ſupreme Good. And whatever is deſir'd as the laſt 
end perfective of Man, virtually includes all ſubor. 
dinate ends, and regulates all means for obtaining 
it. So that that being chang'd, a univerſal change 
of moral qualities in Adam neceſſarily fallowed. In- 
ſtead of the rectitude and excellent holineſs of the 
Soul, ſucceeded a permanent. Viciouſneſs and Cor- 
ruption. Now Holineſs may be conſidered in the 
notion of Purity and Beauty, or of Dominion and 
Liberty, in oppoſition to which Sin 1s reprefented 
in Scripture by foul Deformity, and Servitude. 
I, His 
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1. His Soul degenerated from its Purity ; the Fa- 
culties remain'd, but the moral Perfections were 
lolt wherein the brightnefs of God's Image was moſt 
comb holy Wiſdom of his Mind, the 
divine Love, that fanctifhied his Will , the ſpiritual 
Power, to obey God were totally quench'd. How 1s 
Man disfigur'd by his Fall ! How is he transform'd 
in an inſtant from the Image of God into the Image 
of the Devil ! He is defiled with the filthineſs of 
Fleſh and Spirit ; he is aſhamed at the fight of his 
own nakedneſfs that reproached him for his crime z 
but the moſt ſhameful was that of the Soul : The 
one might be covered with leaves, the other nothing 
could conceal. To fee a Face of exquiſite Beauty de- 
voured by a Caxcer, how doth it move compaſtion 2? 
But were the Natural Eye heightned to that clear- 
neſs and perſpicacity, as to diſcover the deformity 
which Sin hath brought upon the Soul, how would 
it {trike us with grief, horror and averfation 2? 

2. He was deprived of his Dominion and Liberty. 
The Underſtanding was ſo wounded by the vio- 
lence of the Fall, that not only its. light is much 
impaired, but its Power is fo weakned as to the 
lower faculties, that thoſe which according to the 
order of Nature ſhould obey , have catt oft ics juſt 
Authority, and uturp the Government. The Will 
hath loſt its true Freedom, whereby 'ewas enlarg'd 
to the extent and ampitude of the Divine Will, in 
loving whatſoever was pieafing to God, and is con- 
tracted to mean and baſe Obje&s.* What a furious 
diforder is in the Aﬀections : The reſtraint of Rea- 
ſon to check their violent courſe, provokes them to 
{well higher , and to be more 1mpetuous ; and the 
Bore they are gratified, the more inſolent and out- 
ragious they grow. | 
The Sees, whole office 1s to be the Intelligen- 
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cers of the Soul, to make diſcovery, and to give a 
naked report without diſturbing the higher tacul- 
ties, they ſometimes miſtake diſguiſed enemies for 
friends ; and fometimes by a fa Alarm move the 
lower Appetices, and fill the Soul with diforder and 
confuſion, that the voice of Reaſon can't be heard. 
By the zrritation of Grief , the mſinuarion of Pleaſure, 
or ſome other perturs.tion, the Soul is captivitared and 
wounded through the Senſes. In'thorr, when Man 
turned Rebel to God , he became a ſlave to all the 
Creatures. By their primitzve Initicurion they were 
appointed to be /ubſervient ro the Giory of God, and 
the uſe of Man, to be Morrwes of Love and Obedience 
to the Creator : but Sin hath corrupred and chan- 
ged them into ſo many inſtruments of vice, they are 
made ſubje& to vanity: Rom.8.20. And Man is fo farſunk 
into the dregs of Servitude, that he is ſubject to them. 
For. by forſaking God , the Supreme 06j& of Love, 
with as much injuſtice as folly, and chuling the Crea- 
turein his ſtead, he becomes a Servant to the meaneſt 
thing upon which he places an inordinate affection. 

Briefly, Man, who by his Creation was the Son 
of God, is made a ſlave to Satan that damned Spirit 
and moſt curſed creature. Deplorable Degradation ! 
and worthy of the deepeſt ſhame and ſorrow. 

2. Man loſt his Felicity. Betides the trouble that 
Sin hath in his own nature, which I have toucht on 
before, there is a con/equent guilt and torment attends 
it. Adam whillt obedient enjoyed peace with God; 
a ſweet ſerenity of mind, a divine calm in the Con- 
{cience, and full ſatisfaction in himſelf. Burt aft 
his Sin , he trembled at God's Voice, and was tor- 
mented at his Preſence. 1 heard thy woice , and was 
afraid, ſaith guilty Adam, Gen. 3. 10. He tookt on 
God as angry, and arm'd againſt him, ready to ex- 
ecute the ſevere Sentence. Conſcience began an 
| early 
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early Hell within him : Paradiſe with all its Plea- 
fures could not ſecure him from that ſting in his 
Breaſt, and that ſharpen'd by the -hand of God. 
What confuſion of — Agnes , What a combat of 
Paflions was he in ? When the Temptation which 
deceived him vaniſht , and his Spirit recovered out 
of the ſurpriſe, and cook -a clear view of his Guilt 
in its true horror , what indignation did ic kindle 
in his Breait ? How did Shame, Sorrow, Revenge, 
— thoſe ſecret Executioners, torment his Spt- 

- The zreligent Nature , his peculiar exceilency 
corn the Brutes , arm'd Miſery againſt him , and 
put a KCener edge to it : 1. By refle&ting upon the 
fooliſh exchange he made of God himſelf for the 
bruit of a Tree ; That fo flender a Temptation ſhould 
cheat him of bis Blefſednefs, His preſent miſery is 
aggravated by the ſad compariſon of ir with his Pre 
mutive Felicity. Nothing remains of his j/# Inno- 
cence, but the vexatious regret ot having loſt it. 
9M By the foreſight of the Deach he deſerved. The 
conſcience of his Crimes rackt his Soul with the cer- 
cain and fearful expectation of f Judgment. 

Beſides the inward corment of his Mind, he was. 
expos d to all mileries from withou:, Sin having 
made a breach into the World , the whole Army of 

Evils enter d with it ; the Curſe extends ic ſelf to 
the whole Creation. For the World being made for 
Man, the place of his reſidence, in his puniſhment 
ic hath tel the etiects or Gt d's diſpleaſure. The ' 
whole cpurie of Natare i5 i2t on fire. Whereas a 
neal Pee: ce and amica Tg Crs 6 $0244 Hence WAS eſta- 
blithe berween Heaven and F arch , whillt all were 
united in ſubjetio 01 to the Creator : Sin that broke 
the fr# Union berween God and Man, hath ruin'd 
the {ccond, As in a State when one pait of the Srbjetts 
tall from their Okedicnce, the reit which are. con- 
$21 ſtant 
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ſtant in their Duty break with the Rebels and make 
War upon them rill they return to their Allegiance : 
So univerſal Nature was arm'd againſt rebeliious 
Man, and had dcftroyed him without the merciful 
interpoſition of God. 

The Angels with flaming Swords expell'd him 
from Paradiſe. "The Beaſts who were all innocent, - 
whilſt Man remained innocent, eſpouſe God's inte- 
reſt, and are ready to revenge the quarrel of their 
Creator. The inſenſible Creation which at firſt was 
altogether beneficial to Man, is become hurtful. The 
Heavens ſometimes are hardened as Braſs in a long 
and obſtinate ſerenity : Sometimes are difſolved in a 
Deluge of rain : The Earth is barren, and unfaithful 
to the Sower , it brings forth Thorns and Thites 10- 
ſtead of Bread, Gen. 3. 17, 18. In ſhort, Man is an 
enemy to Man. When there were but 720 Brothers 
to divide the World, the one ſtain'd his hands in the 
Blood of the other. And ſince the Progeny of Adam 
15 increas'd into vaſt Societies, all the diſafters of the 
World, as Famine, Peſtilence, Deluges, the fury o 
Beaſts have not been ſo deſtructive of Mankind, as 
the ſole malignity of Man againſt thoſe that partake 
of the human Nature. (m) 

To conclude, Who can make a liſt of the evils to 
which the Body is liable by the diſagreeing Elements 
that compoſe it ? The fatal Seeds of Corruption are 
bred in it ſelf. *Tis a prey to all Diſeaſes , from the 


" torturing Stone to the dying Con/umption. : It feels 
'the ſtrokes of Death a thou{and times before it can 


die once. At laſt, Life is ſwallowed up of Death. 
And if Death were a Deliverance from miſeries, it 


| (m) Ferarum iſte conventus eſt, niſi quod illz inter ſe placids 
ſunt, morſuque ſimilium abſtinent, hi murti laceratione fatian- 


tur, Seneca der Irs, 
| D 2 | would 
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would leſſen its Terror, but tis the Conſummation of 
all. The firſt Death tranſmits to the ſecond. As 
the Body dies by the Soul's forſaking it, ſo the Soul 
by ſeparation from God its true Life, dies to its Well- 
being and Happineſs for ever. - | | 


et 


CHAP. IIL 


All Mankind is involy'd in Adam's Guilt , and under 
the penal Con/equences that follow upon it.. Adam the 
natural and moral Principle of Mankind. An here- 
ditary Corruption 4s tran{mitted to all that are propa- 
gated from him. The Account the Scripture gives 
of the Conveyance of it. - *Tis an innate Habit, "Tis 
univerſal. Corrupt Nature contains the Seeds of all 
Sins , though they do not ſhoot forth together, *T1s 
woluntary and culpable. The permiſſion of the Fall is, 
ſuitable to the Wiſdom, Holineſs, and Goodneſs of God. 
The Imputation of Adam's Sin to his Poſterity 3s con- 
ſiſtent with God's Fuſtice, 


= Rebellion of the Fir# Man againſt the 
great Creator was a Sin of univerſal Efficacy, 
thac derives a Guilt and Stain to Mankind in all 

Ages of the World. The Account the Sctipture gives 
of it, is grounded on the Relation which all Men have 
to Adam as their natural and moral Principle. 

I. Their Natural. God created ove Man in the 
Beginning , from whom all others derive their Be- 
ings : And that the Unity might be the more intire, 
he form'd of him that Aid which was neceſſary for 
the communicating his kind to the World. He 
made of one Blood all Nations of Men , to dwell on the 
Face of the Earth , Acts 17. 26. And as the whole 

2 Race 
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Race of Mankind was virtually in Adams Loins, fo 
it was preſumed to five virtual Conſent to what he 
did. When he. broke, all ſuffered Shipwrack, that 
were contained. in him as their natural Original. 
The Angels were created immediatelyand diſtinaly, 
without dependance upon one another as to their 
- Original ; _ therefore when a great number revolted 
from God , the reſt were not complicated in their 
Sin and Ruin. But when the univerſal Progenitor 
of Men ſinn'd, there was a Conſpiracy of all the 
Sons of Adam in that Rebellion, and not one Sub- 
ject left in his Obedience. 

2. He was the moral Principle of Mankind. In 
the firſt Treaty between God and Man, Adam was 
conſider'd not as a ſingle Perſon, but as Caput Gentis, 
and contracted for all his Deſcendants by ordinary 
Generation. His Perſon was the Fountain of theirs, 
and his Will the Repreſentative of theirs. From 
hence his vaſt Progen} became a Party in the Cove- 
nant, and had a Title to the Benefits contained in 
it upon his Obedience, and was liable to the Curſe 
upon his violation of ir. Upon this Ground the 
Apoſtle inſtitutes a Paralie! between Adam and Chriſt : 
Rom. 5. 19. That as by one Man's Diſobedience, many 
were made Sinners , ſo by the Obedience of One , many 
ere made righteons. As Chriſt in his Death on the 
Croſs did not ſuſſer as a private Perſon, but as a 
Surety and Sponſor repreſenting the whole Church ; 
according to the Teſtimony of Scripture, If one d.- 


ed for all , then all ere dead, 1 Cor. 5. 15. ſo the 


firſt Adam who was the figure of him that was to come, 
( Rom. 5. 14.) in his Diſobedience was eſteemed a 
publick Perſon repreſenting the whole Race of Man- 
kind ; and by a juſt Law it was not reſtrain'd to him- 
ſelf, but is the Sin of the common Nature. Adam 
broke the fr Link in the Chain whereby Mankind 
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was united to God, and all the other Parts which 
depended upon it are neceſſarily ſeparated from him. 
From hence the-S7ripture ſaith, that by Nature we are 
Children of Wrath, Ephel. 2. 3. that 1s, liable to Pu- 
niſhment, and that hath relation to Guilt. 

And of this we have convincing Experience in 
the common Evils which afflict Mankind, before the 
commiſſion of any actual Sin. The Cries of Infants 
who are only eloquent to Grief, but 4ub to all things 
elſe, diſcover that Miſeries attend them. The Tears 
which are born with their Eyes, ſignify they are 
come into a State of Sorrow. How many Troops 
of Deadly Diſeaſes are ready to ſeize on them immes« 
diately after their Entrance into the World ? which 
are the apparent Effedts of God's Diſpleaſure, and 
therefore argue Man to be guilty of ſome great 
Crime from his Birth (»). The Tgnorance of this 
made the Heathens accuſe Nature, and blaſpheme 
God under that Mask , as leſs kind and indulgent to 
Man than to the Creatures below him. They are 
not under fo hard a Law of coming into the World. 
They are preſently in!tructed to Swim, to Fly, ro 
Run for their Preſervation. They are cloathed by 
Nature , and their Habics grow in proportion with 
their Bodies, fome with Feathers, fome with Wool], 
others with Scales which are both Habit and Ar- 
mour : But Man who is alone ſenſible of Shame, is 
born naked, and though of a more delicate Temper, 
is more expoſed to Injuries by diſtemper'd Seaſons, 
and utterly unable to repel or avoid the Evils that 
encompaſs him. ' Now the Account the Scripture 

ives of Origin:1 Sin fſilences all thefe Complaints. 
Man is a Tranſgrefſor from the Womb ; and how 
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can he expect a favourable Reception into the Em- 
pire of an offended God ? Briefly, ſometimes Death 
enters into the Retirements of Nature, and changes 
the Womb into a Grave ; which proves, that afſoon 
as we partake of the h«aman Nature, we are guilty 
of the Sin that is common to it 5 For the Wages f 
Sin is Death , Rom. 6. 23. Adam in his innocent 
State had the Privilege of Immortalicy , but by him 
Sin entred into the World , and Death by Sin, and [ſo 
Death paſjed upon all Men, Rom. F. 12, 14, 17. as a 
:uſt Sentence upon the guilty, for that all Men have 
linned. . 

2. An Itreditary Corruption is tranimitted to all 
that naturaily deſcend from him. If A4dam had 
continued in his Obedience , the /piritual as well as 
the natur2l ite had been conveyed to his Children 
but for his Rebellion he loft his Prizzitizve Reftitude, 
and contracted air univerſal Corruption 3 which he 
derives to all his Poſtcrity. And as in a Diſeaſe there 
is the defect of Health, and a diſtemper of the Hu- 
ors that affects the Body ; fo in the d-pravation of 
Nature there is not the meer want of Holineſs, but 
a ſtrong proclivity to Sin. This Privation of Origi- 
-al Righteouſneſs conlider'd as a Sin, 1s naturally 
trom 4d:m, the principle of Japſed and corrupt Na- 
ture : But as a Puniſhment , *tis n——_ from 
tim, and falls under the Ordination of Divine : 
Juſtice. Man caſt it away, and God righteoully re- 
fuſes to reſtore it. *Tis a ſollicitous lmpertinency 
to enquire zicel» about the manner of conveying 
this #2zverſal Corruption. For the bare knowledge 
of it i3 ineffectual to the Cure.. And what greater 
folly than to make our own Evils the Obje&# of fim- 
ple Speculation ? I ſhall conſider only that general 
account of it which is fet down in the Scripture. 

'Tis the Univerſal and unchangeable Law of Na- 
| D 4 ture, 
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Cure, that every thing produce its like, not only in 
regard of the ſame Nature, that is propagated from 
one Individual to another, without a change of the 
Species , but in reſpe& of the Qualities with which 
that Nature is eminently affeted. This is viſible 
in the ſeveral kinds of Creatures in the World, they 
all preſerve the nature of the Principle from whence 
they are derived , and retain the vein of their Or- 
ginal, the quality of their Extrattion. Thus our Sa- 
viour tells us, Afat, 7. 15. that rhe fruit partakes of 
the rottenne!s of the Tree : and whatever is bcrn of the 
Fleſh, is FIf> ; Joh. 3. 6. The Title of Fleſh doth 
not ſignify the aerial part of our Humanity , but 
the Corruption of Sin with which the whole Nature 
is infefced. 1 his is evident by the deſcription the 
Apoſt l: gives Of it 5 That the Fleſh is not ſubje& to the 
Law of Cod, Pom. 8. 7. and that which aggravates 
the Evil is, that jt can't be. Sinful Corruprien 1s 
expreit by this Title, partly in regard it is tranſ- 
mitted by the way of carnal propagation ; Behold, 
Twas ſhupen m Jniqui:y, and m Sin did my Mother cor.- 
ceive me 3 Pal. 51. 5. And partly in regard 'tis exer- 
Ciled by the carnal Members. This Corruption is a 
Poifon ſo ſubrile, that ir pierces into all'the powers 
of the Soul ; fo contagious , that it infects all the 
Actions ; fo obſtinate, that only Om:ipotcns Grace 
Can heal it. More particularly, 

I. *Tis an #mnate Habit, not meerly acguir'd by 
Imitation. The root of bitterneſs 1s planted in the 
Human Nature, and produces its fruits in the va- 
rious ſeaſons of Life. No age is free from its work- 
ing ; Every imaginaticn of the Thuughts of Man's 
Heart are only evil, and continually evil; Gen, 6. 5. We 
ſee this verified in Children , when the moſt carly 
acts of their Reaſon, and the fr Inſtances of their 
Apprehenſion arg in Sin. If we aſcend higher, and 
Re conſider 
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conſider Man in his Infant-ſtate, the vicious Incli- 
nations which appear in the Cradle, the violent mo- 
tions of Anger which diſturbs Sucklmgs , their en- 
deavour to exerciſe a weak Revenge on thoſe that 
diſpleaſe them , convince us that the Corruption is 
»atural, and proceeds from an infeted Original. 

2. As 'tis Natural , fo Univerſal. Who can bring 
a clean thing out of an unclean ? Job 4 4. That 15s, How 
can a Righteous Perſon be born of a Sinner ? The 
Anſwer is peremptory, Not one. "The Fountain was 
poiſon'd in Adam, and all the Streams partake of the 
Infetion. All that are derived from him in a »a- 
tural way , and have a relation to him as their 
common Father , are ſharers in this deprawation. 
What difference ſoever there 1s in their Cl/imares, 
Colours, and external Conditions of Life , yet the 
Blood from whence they ſpring taints them all. 

3. Corrupt Nature is preg»ant with the Seeds of 
all Sin, though they do not ſhoot forth together: And 
for this ſeveral accounts may be given. 1. Though 
all Sins agree in their Cau/e and End, yet ſome are 
contrary in their Exerciſe. 2. The Human Spirit 
is not capable of many Paſlions in their height at 
the ſame time ; and *tis the arr of our Spirituul E- 
nemies to ſuit their Temptations to the Capacity 
of Man. 3. As the ſame Poiſon produces different 
Effe&s in different Bodies, according to thoſe vari- 
rious Hymors which are predominant in them ; fo the 
ſame Corruption of Nature works variouſly ac- 
cording to.the different Tempers of Men. For 
though the conception of Sin depends immediately 
upon the Soul, yet to the bringing of it forth the 
concurrence of the external Faculties is requiſite. 
Thus a Voluptuary who is reſtrain'd from the groſs 
Acts of Ser/uality by a Diſeaſe, or Age, may be as 
Yicious 1n his Deſires, as another who follows the 
perni- 
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erticious ſwing of his Appetite, having a vigorous 
Complexion. Briefly , the variety of Circumſtan- 
ces by which the inward Corruption is excited and 
drawn forth, makes a great difference as to the 
open and viſible a&#s of it. Thus an ambitious Per- 
fon who uſes Clemency to accompliſh his deſign, 
_— exerciſe Cruelty if *twere neceſlary to his 
end. 

'Tis true , ſome are really more temperate , and 
exempted from the Tyranny of the Fleſh than others. 
Cicero was more virtuous than Catiline , and Socra- 
tes than Avrifophanes : But theſe are privileged 
Perſons, in whom the efficacy of Divine Providence 
either by forming them in the Womb, or in their 
Education , or by conducting them in their mature 
Age, hath corre&ted the malignity of Nature. AY 
Aen have ſinn'd, and come ſhort of the Glory of God's 
Image ; Rom. 3. 23. And that Sin breaks not forth 
fo outragiouſly in ſome as in others, the re#raznt is 
from an higher Principle than common and corrupt 
Nature. ; 

4. This Corruption though Natural, yet it's Vo- 
luntary and Culpable. 

I. In ſome reſpects *tis Voluntary : 1. In its Prin- 
Cciple and cauſe, the Will of 4dam that originally 
was ours. All Habits receive their Chara&er from 
thoſe Acts by which they are produced ; and as the 
Diſobedience of Adam was voluntary, ſo is the De- 


pravation that ſprung from it. 2. "Tis inherent in 
the Will. If Adm had derived a Leproſy to all 


* Men, it were an involuntary Evil ; Becauſe the Dil- 


eaſes of the Body are foreign to the Soul : But 
when the Corruption invades the mternal Faculties, 
*tis denominated from the Sybje# wherein *tis ſeated. 
3. 'Tis voluntary in its effe&ts , the numberleſs 
actual Sins proceeding from it : And if the _ 
that 
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that freely flow from this Corruption are voluntary, 
the Principle muſt be of the ſame nature. 

2. *Tis Crlpable, The formality of Sin conſiſts 
in its oppoſition to the Law , according to the defi- 
nition of the Apoſtle , Sin ix a tranſgreſſion of the 
Law, Now the Law requires an entire refitude 1n 
all the Faculties. It condemns corrupt Inclinations, 
the Originals as well as the A#s of Sin. Beſides, 
Concupi/cence was not inherew in the Human Na- 
ture in its Creation , but was contracted by the 
Fall. The Soul is ſtript of its narive Righteoul- 
neſs and Holineſs , and inveſted with contrary 
Qualities. There is as great a diſlcrence between 
the Corruption of the Soul in its degenerate State, 
and its primitive Purity , as between the loathſom- 
neſs of a Carcaſe, and the beauty of a wing Body. 
Sad change! and to be lamented with Tears of 
Confulion. 


That the Sin of 4dam ſhould be ſo faral to all his 


Poſterity, is the moſt difficult part in the whole or- 
der of Divine Providence. Nothing more offends 
carnal Reaſon, which forms many /peciows Obje&ti- 
ons againſt it, TI will briefly conſider them. 

Since God ſaw that Adam would. not reſiſt the 
Temptation, and that upon his Fall! the whole race 


k 


of Mankind , which he ſupported as the Foundati- - 


on, would fink into rin, why did he not confirm 
him againſt it ? Was it not within his Power, and 
more {uitable to his Wiſdom , Holineſs and Good- 


neſs ? 
To this I Anſwer. 
7. The Divine Power could have preſerved Man 
in his Integrity, either by laying a reſtraint on the 
Apeſtate Angels that they ſhould never have made 


an attempt upon him ; or by keeping the Under- 


itanding waking and vigilant to diſcoyer the dan- 
| ger 
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ger of the Temptation , and by fortifying the 
Will, and rendring it impenetrable to the Wacl 
darts of Satan, without any prejudice to its free- 
dom. For that doth not conſiſt in an abſolute In- 
difference, but in a judicious and deliberate choice ; 
fo that when the Soul is not led by a blind inſtin&, 
nor forc'd by a foreign Power, but embraces what 
it knows and approves, it then enjoys the moſt true 
Liberty*. Thus in the glorified Spirits above , by 
the full and conſtant Light of the Mind, the Will 
is indeclinably fix'd upon its /#preme Good, and this 
1s its Crown and Perfection. 

2, It was moſt ſuitable to the Divine Wiſdom, 
to leave Man to ſtand or fall by his own choice; 

1. To diſcover the neceſſary dependance of all 
ſecond Cauſes upon the firſt. No Creature is abſo- 
lutely impeccable, but the moſt perfect is liable to 
Imp-rf: &i09, He that is eſſentially, 15 only unchange- 
ably Good. Infinite Goodneſs alone excludes all 
pofhibility of - receiving Corruption. 'The Fall of 
Angels and Man convince us, that there 1s one /o/e 
Being immutably Pure and Holy , on whom all 
depend, and without whoſe fluence they cannot be, 
or muſt be eternaliy miſerable. 

2. *Twas very fit that Adam ſhould be fr# in a 
ſtate of Trial, before he was confirm'd in his Hap- 
pineſs. The reaſon of it is clear , he was left to 
his own Judgment and Eletion, that Obedience might 
be his choice, and in the performance of it he might 
acquire a Title to the Reward. A determinating 
Vertue over him had croft the end of his Creation, 
which was to glorify God in ſuch a free manner. 
"Therefore in Paradiſe there were amiable Obje&s 
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to allure the lower Facultities, before they were dif- 
ordered by him. The forbidden Fruit had beauty to 
invite the Eye , and ſweetneſs to delight the Pa- 
late. And if upon the competition of the S#/ual 
with the Intelle&fual Good , he had rejected the one . 
and choſe the other, he had been rais'd co an un- 
changeable ſtate ; his Innocence had been crown'd 
with Perſeverance. As the Angels who continued 
in their Duty , when the reſt revolted , are finally 
eſtabliſh'd in their Integrity and Felicity. And-the 
Apoſtle gives us an account of this order , when he 
tells us, 1 Cor. 15. 46. That was firſt which was natu- 
ral, then that which is ſpiritual and [upernatural, Man 
was created in a ſtate of Perfe&tion, but *twas na- 
tural , therefore mutable ; the confirming of him 
immediately had been Grace, which belongs to a 
more excellent Diſpenfation. Now to bring Man 
from not being to a [upernatural ſtate, without trial of 
the middle ftate of Nature, was not ſo congruous to 
the Divine Wiſdom. 4 © 

3. The permiſſion of the Fall doth not refle& on 
the Divine Purity : For, 

1. Man was made Upright ; He had no inward 
Corruption to betray him; There was Antidote 
enough in his Nature to expel the ſtrongeſt Tem- 
ptation. 

2. God was not bound to hinder the commiſſion 
of Sin : *Tis a true Maxim , that in debitis cau{a de- 
ficiens efficit moraliter : But God is not only free 
from ſubjection to a Law , as having no Superior, 
but was under no voluntary Obligation by Promiſe 
to prevent the Fall. 

3. Neither doth that fr AR of Sin reflet on 
God's unſpotted Providence which ſuffer'd it, as if 
Din were in any degree allowed by Him. The Hoty 
Law whicli God gave to dire&t Man, the terrible 
Threat- 
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Threatning annex'd to warn him, declare his irre- 
concilable Hatred againſt Sin. He permits innu- 
merable Sins every day , yet He is as jealous of the 
Honour of his Holineſs now , as in the beginning. 
"Tis the worſt Impiety for the Sinner to think God 
like himſelf, Pfal. 5o. 21.. as if he took complacency 
in Sin, becauſe he is ſilent for a time, and ſuffers the 
commiltion of it. In the next ſtate he will fully 
vindicate his Glory , and convince the whole 
World of his eternal averſation from Sin , by in- 
flicting on Sinners the moſt dreadful and durable 
Torments. | 

4. The Goodneſs of God is not diſparag'd by 
permitting the Fall : This appears by conlidering, 

I. That God beſtowed on Man an excellent Be- 
ing, and a Happineſs that might ſatisfy his Na- 
ture, conſider'd as human , or holy. But he per- 
verted the Favours of God'to his diſhonour, and 
this doth not leſſen the Goodneſs that gave them, 
"Tis unreaſonable to judge of the value of a Bene- 
fit, by the ingrateful abuſe of che Receiver , and 
not from its own Nature. "Is a choſen Miſery 
that is come upon Man, and not to be imputed to 
any defe& of the Divine Goodneſs. 

2. God is infinicely good, notwithſtanding the 
entrance of Sin and Miſery into the World. We 
muſt diſtinguiſh between: Natural and' Voluntary 
Agents. Natural Agents have no power to ſuſpend 
their A&s , but are entirely determin'd , and their 
Operations are ad extremum wirium., to the utmoſt of 
their efficacy. If there were infinite degrees of 
Heat, there would be no Cold, it being overcome 
by the force of its contrary. But God is a Wiſe 
and Free Agent, and as he is Infinite in Goodnels ; 
ſo the 2xerciſe of it is voluntary, and only fo far as 
he pleaſcs. 

3. God 
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3. God is an Omnipotent Good , and 'tis his pe-. 
culiar Glory to bring Good out of Evil , that by 
the oppoſition and Juſtre of Contraries his Good- 
neſs might be the more conſpicuous. To ſpeak 
ſtrictly, Sin is the only Evil in the World ; for allthe 
reſt which appear ſo to our Fancies and Appetites , 
are either abſolutely good, or upon the. ſuppoſal of 
Sin : viz. either for the Reformation of Sinners , or 
for ' the Ruin of the Obſtinate. Now the Evil of 
Sin God permitted as a fit occaſion for the more 
elorious diſcovery of his Attributes , in ſending his 
Son into the World to repair his Image which was 
defac'd, and to raiſe Man from an Earthly to Ce- 
le/tial Happineſs. TI ſhall conclude with the excel- 
lent Anſwer of St. 4uſ#i» to the Adverary of the 
Law and Prophets *: Quibus autem widetur fic hc- 
minem fiert debuiſſe ut peccare nollet , non eis diſpliceat 
fic eſſe fatum, ut nom peccare Ppoſſet, ſi nollet. Nun- 
quid enim ſi melior efſet qui non poſſet peccare , ideo non 
benefaFFus eſt qui poſſet & non peccare * An wero uſque 
adeo deſipiendum eſt , ut himo wideat melius aliquid fieri 
debuiſſe, & hoc Deum widiſſe non putet * Aut putet wvi- 
diſſe & credat facere noluiſſe ? Aut woluiſſe quidem &* 
minime potuiſſe ?£ Awvertat hoc Deus 4 Cordibus piorum. 


The ſubſtance of which is this, That *tis an impt- 


- ous folly to imagine that God was either defective 


in Wiſdom , not to know what was the beſt ſtate 
for Man in his Creation ; or defective in Goodnels - 
that knowing it, he would not confer it upon him 
or defective in Power, that willing, he was unable 
to make him better. 

There is another Obje&ion vehemently urg'd, 
that the imputation of Adam's Sin to all his Poſte- 
rity, who were not exiſtent at that time, and 


— 


* Contra adver, Leg. & Proph. Lis. 1c, 14. 
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did not give their perſonal Conſent to the Treaty 
between God and him , is inconſiſtent with Juſtice. 
To this I anſwer : 

1. The Terms of the firſt Covenant are ſuch, 
that the common Reaſon of Mankind cannot juſtly 
refuſe. For ſuppoſe all the Progeny of Adam had 
appear'd with him before their Creator, and this 
had been propounded , That God would make an 
Agreement with their common Father on their behalf, 
that if he continued in his Obedience, they ſhould 
enjoy a happy Immortality ; if he declined from 
it, they ſhould be deprived of Bleſſednefs : What 
ſhadow of Exception can be form'd againſt this 
Propoſal ? For God who is the Maſter of his own 
Favours, and gives them upon what terms he pleaſes, 
might upon their refuſal have juſtly annihilated 
them. The Command was equal, and his Obedi- 
ence for all was as eaſy, as that of every particular 
Perſon for himſelf. 

Beſides, A1am was as much concern'd to obſerve 
the Conditions of the Covenant , for ſecuring his 
own Intereſt, as theirs, and after a ſhort time of 
trial! they ſhould be confirm'd in their Bleſſedneſs. 
By all which *tis apparent how reaſonable the Con- 
ditions of the orivinal Agreement between God and 
Man are. | 

2, God hath a power over our Wills ſuperior 
to'that we our ſelves have. If God offers a Cove- 
ant to the Creature, the terms being equal, it be- 
comes a Law, and conſent is due as an a& of Obe- 
dience. And if a Community may appoint one of 
their number to be their Repreſentative, to tranſact 
Aﬀairs of the greateſt moment, and according to 
his management, the benefit, or damage , ſhall ac- 
crue to them, becauſe he is reckon'd to perform the 
Wills of chem all ; May not God who hath a ſu- 
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preme Dominion over us, conſtitute Adam the Re- 
preſentative of Mankind ( Vid. Ward de peccat. Origin.) 
and unite the conſent of all in his general 
Will , fo that as he fulfilled or neglected his Duty, 
they ſhould be happy or miſerable ? This Conſide- 
ration alone, that the -fr# Covenant was order'd 
by God , may perfectly ſatisfy all inquiries. As 
Salvian having confeſt his Ignorance in the reaſons 
of ſome diſpoſitions of Providence, filences all 
Objections with this 5 Nihil in hac re opus eft aliquid 
audire , ſatis ſit pro univerſis rationibus Author Des. 
( Salv. lib. 3. de Prov.) Neither is this a meer ex- 
trinſick Argument, as Authority uſually is, becauſe 
there is an #trinſick reaſon of this Authority ,- the 
abſolute Reficude and Juſtice of God's Nature, 
Who is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works 


Pſal. 145. 17, 


C H-A Þ. IV. 
The impoſſibility of Man's Recovery by his Natural 


Power. He cannot regain his Primitive Holineſ«, 
The Underſtanding and Will the ſuperior Fe= 
culties are deprau'd. The Mind is ignorant and in= 
Jenſible of our Corruption. The Will is more de- 
prav'd than the Mind. It embraces only Senſual 
Good. Carnal Obje&ts are wounding to the Con- 
ſcience , and unſatisfyins to the Aﬀections , yet the 
Will eagerly purſues them. The moral Impotence, 
that arijerh from a perverſe Diſpoſition of the Will, 
i culpable. Neither the Beauty vor the Reward 
of Holineſs can prevai! uyou the unrenewed Will. 
Guilty Man cannot recover the Favour of God, 
He iu unable to make Satisfaction ro Juſtice, He? 

E 75 
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is incapable of: real Repent ance , which might qualify 
him for Pardon, 


HEN Adam was expell'd from Paradiſe, the 
entrance was guarded by a flaming Sword ; 
to lignify, That all hopes of Return by the 
way of Nature are cut off for ever. He loſt his 
Right, and could not recover it by Power. The 
chiefeſt Ornaments of Paradiſe are the Image and 
Favour of God, of which he is juſtly depriv'd : 
and there is no poſhbility for him to regain them. 
What can he expect from. bis own Reaſon, that be- 
trayed him to ruin, ? If it did not ſupport him 
when he ſtood, how can it raiſe him when. he is 
fallen ? It there were a power in /apſed Man to re- 
ſtore himſelf , it would exceed the original Power 
he had to yl and obey : It being infinitely more difh- 
cult for a dead Man to riſe, than for a living Man to 
put forth vital Adtions. | 

For the clearer opening of this point , concern- 
ing Man's abſolute Diſability to recover his Primi- 
7yve Nate, I will diitinfly conſider it , with reſpect 
to the Image and Favour of God , upon which his 
Bleſſedneſs depends. 

1. He cannot recover his Primitive Holineſs. 
This will appear by conſidering , that whatſoever {| 
35 corrupted in its noble parts , can never reſtore it | 
ſelf ; the power of an External Agent is requiſite | 
for the recovering of its Integrity. This is veri- | 
lied by innumerable inſtances , in things Artif- | 
cial and Natural, If a Chlctk be diſorder'd by a ' 
fall , the Workman muſt mend it , before it can be 
uſeful, If Wine that is rich and generous , declines | 
by the loſs of Spirits, it can never be. revived. with- 
out a new ſupply. In the humans Body , where 
tnere 15 a more role form , and more powerful to | 
iedreſs | 
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redreſs any evil that may happen to the parts ; if a 
 Gangrene ſeize on any Member , nothing can reſiſt 
its courſe but the application of outward "means ; 
it cannot be cured: by the internal Principles of its 
Conſticution. And proportionably in moral Agents, 
when the Faculties which are the Principles of 
Ad&ion ' are corrupted , it is impoſlible , without 
the virtue of a Divine Cauſe , they ſhould ever be 
reſtor'd to their Original Reftitude. As the Image 
of God was at firſt imprinted on the Human Na- 
ture by Creation, ( Epheſ. 4. 24-) fo the renewed 
Image is wrought in him by the ſame creating 
Power. This will be more evident by conſidering 
that inward and deep Depravation of the Under- 
ſtanding and Will, the two ſuperior Faculties which 
command the reſt. 

1. The Underſtanding hath loſt the Right appre- 
henſion of things.. As Sm began inthe DarkneE of 
the Mind , ſo one of its worſt Efe&s is, the increa- 
ſing that Darkneſs which can only be diſpell'd by a 
ſupernatural Light, Now what the Eye is to the 
Body, that is the Mind for the dire&ing the Will 
and condudting the Life. And if the Light that 3s in 
2 be Darkneſs, how great is that Darkneſs? Mat. 6. 27. 
How irregular and dangerous muſt our Motions be 2? 
Not only the lower part of the Soul is under a 
dreadful Diſorder ; but the Spirit of the Mind , "the 
divineſt Part is depraved with Ignorance and Error. 
Epheſ. 4. 23. The Light of Reaſon is not pure ; 
but as the Sun when with its Beams it ſends down 
peſtilential Influences, and corrupt the Ar in the en- 
lightning it , fo the carnal Mind corrupts the whole 
Man, by repreſenting Good as Ewi, and Evil as 
Good, "The Wiſdom of the Fleſh is Enmity apain| 
Ted, And the Apoſtle —_— the State of the 

2 
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Gentile World , Epheſ. 4. 11. That their Underſtand- 
ings were darkened , being alienated from the Life of 
God , through the Ignorance that is in them , becauſe of 
the blindneſs of their Hearts, The Corruption of 
their Manners proceeded from their Minds. For 
all Verrues are dire&ted by Reaſon in their Exerciſe, 
ſo that if the Underſtanding be darkened, all vertu- 
ous Operations Ceaſe. | | 
Beſides , cotcupt Man being wichout Light- and 
Life, can neither diſcern, nor feel his Miſery ;- the 
carnal Mind is inſenſible of its Infirmity , ignorant 
of its Tgnorance, and ſuffers under the incurable 
Extreams of being blind , and imagining thar. 'tis 
very clear-fighted. More particularly, the Reafons 
why the carnal Mind hath not a due ſenſe of ſinful 
Corruption, are, | 


1. Becauſe *tis natural, and cleaves to che Principles 
of our Being, from the Birth and Conception, and 
zatural things do not affect us. 

2. *Tis confirmed by Cuſtom , which is a ſecond 
Nature, and hath a ſtrange Power to ſtupify Conſci- 
ence and render it inſenſible. As the Hy#orian ob- 
ſerved concerning the Roman Soldiers, that by con- 
itant uſe their Arms were no more a Burthen to them 
than their natural Members. 

3. In the rra7/7:;0n from the Infant-ſtate , to the 
Age of diſcerning , Man is incapable of obſerving 
his »atzve Corruption : Since at firſt he adts evilly, 
and is in conſtant Converſation with Sinners, who 
bring Vice into his Acquaintance ; and by making it 
familiar , leſſen the horror and averſation from it. 
Beſides , thoſe corrupt and numerous Examples 
wherewith he is encompaſlt, call forth his ſinful In- 
clinations, which as they are heightened by _ 
E 
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ed As, and become more ſtrong and obſtinate, fo 
leſs ſenſible to him. And by this we may underitand 
how irrecoverable Man is by his own Reaſon. The 
firſt ſtep to our Cure is begun in the knowledg of our 
Diſeaſe, and this Diſcovery is made by the Under- 
ſtanding, when 'tis ſeeing and vigilant, not when 
*tis blind. A Diſeaſe in the Body is perceived by 
the Mind ; but when the Soul is the affected Part, 
and the re&itude of Reaſon is loſt, there is no re- 
maining Principle to give notic? of it. And as that 
Diſeaſe is moſt dangerous which ſtrikes at the Life, 
and is without Pain ; for Pain 15 not the chief Evil, 
but ſuppoſes it, *ris the Spur of Naryre urging us to 
ſeek for Cure : So the Corruption of the Underſtand- 
ing is very fatal to Man ; for although he labours un- 
der many pernicious Luſts, which in the Iffue will 
prove deadly, yet he is inſenſible of them, and from 
thence follows a Careleſneſs and Contempt of the 
means for his Recovery. 

2. The Corruption of the Will is more incurable 
than that of the Mind. For *tis full not only of 
Impotence , but Contrariety to what is /piritual/y 
good. There are ſome weak StriFures of Truth in 
lapſed Man, but they die in the Brain, and are power- 
leſs and ineffectual as to the Will , which ruſhes 
into the Embraces of worldly Obje#/s. This the 
univerſal Experience of Mankind fince the Fall doth 
evidently prove, and the Account of it 1s in the fol- 
lowing Conſiderations. 

1. There 1s a ſtrong Inclination in Man to Happi- 
neſs. This Defire is born and brought up with him, 
and 15 common to all that partake of the reaſonable 
Nature. From the Prince to the pooreſt Wretch ; 
from the molt knowing to the meaneſt in Under- 
{tanding, every one deſires to be happy: As the great 
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Flames and the little Sparks of Fire all naturally af- 
cend to their Sphere. 

2. The conſtituting of any thing to be our Hap- 
pineſs, is the fr and univerſal Maxim, from whence 
all moral Conſequences are derived. *Tis the Rule 
of our Deſires, and the End of our A&ios. As in 
»atural things, the Principles of their Production 
operate according to their quality, ſo in moral things 
the End is as powerful to form the Soul for its 
Operations in order to it. Therefore as all deſire to 


be happy, fo they apply themſelves to thoſe Means, þ 


which appear to be convenient for the obtaining 
of it, 

2. Every one frames a Happineſs according to his 
Temper. The Apprehenfions of it are anſwerable 
to the Diſpoſitions of the Perfon. For Felicity is 
the Pleaſure which ariſes from the harmonious Agrees 
ment between the Object and che Appetite (/). Now 
Man by his :72izal and contracted Corruption is al- 
together carial , he inherits the Serpents Curſe ta 
crcep on the Earth , he cleaves to defiling and deba- 
ſing Objeds, and is only qualified for ſenſual Satiſ- 
factions. The Soul is incarnated, and it ſhapes a 
Happinels to it felf, in the Enjoyment of thoſe things 
which are delicious to the Senſes. The Shadow of 
Felicity 1s pu; tucd with equal ardour, as that which 
is rcal and ſubſtantial. The preme Part of Man, 
the Underſtanding, is employed to ſerve the lower 
Faculties, Reaſon is uted to make him more ingeni- 
ous and luxurious in Senſuality ;: So much more bru- 
7: than the Brutes 15 he become, when beſides that 
part which 1s ſo by its natural condition, the moſt noble 
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part is made ſo by unnatural Choice and Corrupti- 
on. From hence the Apoſtle gives an univerſal 
CharaFer 'of Men in their corrupt State, Ti. 3. 3. 
That they are fooliſh and diſobedient, deceived, ſerving 
divers Luſts and Pleaſures. This purſuit of ſenſual 
Pleafure 1s the Service of a Slave, which hath no 0- 
ther Law of his Life but the Will of his Maſter. The 
Servitude is divers, but all are Slaves; the Chains 
are not the ſame, ſome are more glittering but not 
leſs weighty, and every one is deprived of true Li- 
berty. 

But the Bondage is fo pleaſing, that corrupted Man 
prefers it before ſpiritual and real Freedom. Senſual 
Luſts blind the Underſtanding, and bind the Will 
{o, that heis unable, becauſe unwilling, to reſcue him- 
ſelf. He is deluded with the falſe Appearance of 
Liberty, and imagines that to live according to Rule 
is a ſlaviſh Confinement.. As if the Horſe were free, 
becauſe his Rider allows him a full Career in a pleaſant 
Road, when the Bridle ts in his Mouth, and he is un- 
der its imperious Check at pleaſure. Or a Galley- 
ſlave were free, becauſe the Veſſel wherein he rows 
with ſo much toil, roams over the vaſt Ocean. And 
whereas there are 290 Conſiderations which are pro- 
per to convince Man that the full and unconfin'd En- 
joyment of worldly things cannot make him happy, 
becauſe they are wounding to the Conſcience, and 
unſatisfying to the Aﬀections ; yet theſe are inef- 
feftual to take him off from an eager purſuit of 
them. TI will particularly conſider this, to ſhew how 
unable Man in his /ap/ed Condition is to diſentangle 
himſelf from miſerable Vanities, and conſequently 
to recover his loſt Holineſs. 

I, Senſual Pleaſures are wounding to the Conſci- 
ence. There is a ſecret acknowledgment in every 
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Man's Breaſt of a Superior Power to whonr he muſt 
give an account ; and though Conſcience: be much 
1mpair'd in its Integrity, yet fometimes: it recoils 
upon the Sinner by the Foulneſs of his Actions, and 
its Teſtimony brings ſuch Terror , as makes Sin 
very unpleaſant. The Poet tells us, that of all the 
Torments of Hell, the moſt cruel, and that which 
exceeds the reſt, is, | | 


Notre dieque ſuum geftare in peflore teſt em. 


And how can the Sinner delight freely in that 
which vexes and frets the moſt viral and tender part ? 
He cannot enjoy his charming Luſts without Guilt, 
nor embrace them without the relu&ancy of a con- 
tradicting Principle within him. As the fear of 
Poyſon will imbitter the ſweeteſt Cup,  ſothe pureſt 
Pleaſures are allayed with aMlicting apprehenfions of 
the future, and the Preſage of Judgment to come. 
Now Man in his Senſual State tries always to diſarm 
Conſcience, that he may pleaſe the lower Appetites 
without regret, I will inſtance in the principal. 

1. He uſes many Pleas and Pretexts to juſtify or 
extenuate the evil, and if poſſible, to ſatisfy Carnal:- 
t7 and Conſcience too. Self-love, which is the elo- 
quent Advocate of Senſe, puts a varniſh upon Sin, 
to take off from its horrid Appearance; and endca- 
vours not only to colour the Obje&, but to corrupt 
the Eye by a diſguiſing Tm&4ure, that the Sight of 
things may not be according to Truth, but the De- 
fire. Thus the Heathens allowed Intemperance, Un- 
cleanneſs, and other infamaus Yices, as innocent Gra- 
tiiications of Nature. Now if the Principles in 
Man are poitoned, ſo that Evil is eſteemed good, he | 
then lives in the quiet Practice of Sin wicthour re- | 
HeRion | 
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fletion or remorſe. There is no Sting remains to 
awaken him out of Security. But if he cannot fo 
far bribe Conſcience as to make it ſilent, or favou- 
rable to that which delights the Senſe, if he cannot 
eſcape its internal Condemnation , the next merhod 
is by a ſtrong diverſion to leſſen the Trouble. 

2, When the carnal Mind fees nothing within but 
what torments , and finds an intolerable Pain in 
converſing with it ſelf, it runs abroad, and uſes all 
the Arts of Oblivion to loſe the remembrance of its 
true State. As Cain, todrown the voice of Conſci- 
ence, fell a building Cities ; and Sar!, to diſpel his 
Melancholy, call'd for Mufick. The Buſineſs and 
Fleaſures. of this Life are dangerous Ammnſements to 
divert the Soul, by the Repreſentation of what is pro- 
fitable or pleaſant, from conſidering the moral Qua- 
lities of Good and Evil. Thus Conſcience, like an 
intermitting Pulſe, ceaſes for a while. Miſerable 
Conſolation ! which doth not remove, but conceal 
the Evi/ till it be paſt remedy. But if Conſcience, 
notwithſtanding all theſe Evaſions , ſtill purſues a 
Sinner, and at times ſomething diſturbs his Reaſon 
and his Reſt, yet he will not part with carnal Plea- 
ſures. For being only acquainted with thoſe things 
that affect the Senſes, and having no reliſh of that 
Happineſs which is /a»/;-me and ſupernatural , if he 
parts with them, he is deprived of all Delight, which 
15 to him a State more intolerable than that wherein 
there is a mixture of Delight and Torment. From 
hence it appears that the interpoſition of Conlcience, 
though with a flaming Sword between Man carnal, 
and his beloved O5jets, is not effectual to reſtrain 
him. 

2. All worldly things are unfatisfying to the 
Aﬀections. There are three Conſiderations which 
d:preciate and leſſen the value of any Geed. 

1. The 
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I. The ſhortneſs of its duration. 

2, If it brings only a light pleaſure. 
3. If that Pleaſure be attended with Torments. 

All which are contrary to the efſentia/ Properties 
of the Supreme Good, which is perpetual , and ſin- 
cere, without the leaſt mixture of Evil, and pro- 
duces the higheſt delight to the Soul. Now all 
theſe concur to vilify orldly things: 1. They are 
ſhort in their duration : Tfa. 40. 6, 7. Not only the 
voice of Heaven , but of the Earth declares this, 
That all fleſh is graſs, and the plory of it as the flower 
of the graſs; 1 Pet. 1. 24, 25. Life, the foundation of 
all Temporal Enjoyments, is but a Span *: The long- 
eft Liver can meaſure in a thought the ſpace of 
time between his Infant-ſtate and the preſent hour : 
how long ſoever, it ſeems as ſhort to him as the 
ewinkling of an Eye. And all the glory of the 
Fleſh, as Titles, Treaſures, Delights , are as the 
flower of the Graſs, which is the moſt tender 
amonegſt Vegetables, and ſo weak a ſubſiſtence, that 
a little breath of Wind, the hand of an Infant, 
the teeth of a Worm can deſtroy it. The plea- 
ſures of Sim ( under which Secular Greatneſs and 
Wealth are comprehended ) are but for a ſeaſon ; 
Heb. 11. 25. They are fo ſhort-liv'd , that they 
expire in the Birth, and dye whilſt they are taſted. 
Apain ; they bring only a flight Pleaſure , be- 
ing diſproportionable to the deſires of the Soul. 
They are confin'd to the Senſes, wherein the Beaſts 
are more accurate than Man, but can't reach to 
the upper and more -99preherſive Faculties: Ecclef. x. 
Nay, they cannot fatisfy the greedy Serſes , much 
leſs quiet the Spiritual and Immortal Appetite, 
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What the Poet ſpeaks with aſtoniſhment of Alexan- 
der's inſatiable Ambition, 


e/Eſtuat infelix anguſto limite mundi, 


That the whole World ſeem'd to him as a narrow 
Priſon , wherein he was miſerable, and as it were 
ſuffocated , is true of every one. If the World 
was ſeated in the Heart of Man , it can no more 
ſatisfy it, than the Picture of a Feaſt can fill the 
Stomach. Beſides, Vexation is added to the vani- 
ty of worldly things. And that either becauſe the 
vehement delights of Senſe corrupt the Tempera- 
ment of the Body , in which the vita]! Complexion 
conſiſts, and expoſe it to thoſe ſharp Diſeaſes , that 
it may be faid without an Hyperbole , That a thou- 
ſand Pleaſures are not equal to one hour's Pain that 
attends them ? Or, becauſe of the inward Torture 
of the Mind, ariſing from the ſenſe of Guilt and 
Folly, which is the anticipation of Hell it ſelf, the 
beginning of eternal Sorrows. 

Now theſe things are not obſcure Articles of 
Faith, nor abſtrafted DoFrines , to be confider'd on- 
ly by refined Reaſon, but are manifeſt and clear as 
the Light, and verified by continual Experience : 
"Tis therefore ſtrange to amazement , that Man 
ſhould ſearch after Happineſs in theſe things where 
he knows *tis not to be found , and court real I- 
felicity under a deceitful appearance , when the 
Fallacy is tranſparent. Who from a Principle of 
Reaſon would chuſe for his Happineſs a real 
Good, which after a little time he ſhould be de- 
priv'd of for ever? or a ſlight Good for ever? as 
the ſight of a Pifture, or the hearing of Muſick. 
Yet thus unreaſonable is Man in his corrupt ſtate, 

whoſe 
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whoſe Soul is truly immortal, and capable of infnice 
Bleſſedneſs, yet he chooſes thoſe delights which are 
neither ſatisfying nor laſting. And becauſe the Hu- 
mane Underſtanding from time to time is convinc'd 
of the vanity of all /ublunary things, therefore to 
leſſen the vexation which ariſes from: Diſappoint- 


ment ,- and that the Apperize may not be taken off 


from them, corrupted 24an tries, 

1. By variety of Objects to preſerve uniformity in 
Delight. - The moſt pleaſing, if confin'd to. them, 
grow nauſeors and inſipid ; after the expiring of a 
few moments there remains nothing but /atiery and 
ſickly -re/entments; and then changes are the reme- 
dies, to take off the wearineſs of one Pleaſure by 
another. The Human Soul 15 under a perpetual in- 
ſtability of reſtleſs deſires, it deſpiſes' what it en- 
Joys ; and values what is new, as if Nowelty and 
Goodneſs were the ſame in all temporal things. And 
as the Birds remain in the Air by conſtant motion, 
without which they would quickly fall to the Earth 
as other heavy Bodies, there being nothing /o/i4 to 
ſupport them ; ſo the Spirit of Man, by many un- 
quiet agitations and continual changes, ſubſiſts for a 
time, till atlaſt it falls into Diſcontent and Deſpair, 
the Center of corrupt Nature. 

2. When preſent things are unſatisfactory , he 
entertains himſelf with Hope : for that being termi- 
nated on a ſuture Obje&t which is of a doubtful na- 
ture, the Mind attends to thole Arguments which pro- 


duce a pleaſant belief, to find that in ſeveral Obje&s, 


which it cannot in any ſingle one, and to make up 
in »ymber, what is wanting in meaſure, whereas the 
preſent is manifeſt, and takes away all liberty of 
thinking. Upon this ground Serjual Pleaſure is 
more in Expe&ation than Fruition : For Hope by a 

marvel- 
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marvellous Enchantment not only makes that which 
is future preſent, but repreſenting in one view that 
which cannot be enjoyed but in the Intervals of 
Time; it unites all the ſucceflive Parts in one Point, 
ſo that what is divided and lefſen'd in the Fruition, 
which is always gradual, is offer'd at once and en- 
tire. Thus Man carnal, deceived by the imperfect 
Light of Fancy, and the falſe Glaſs of Hope, choo- 
ſes a fiftitious Felicity. Man walks in a vam ſhew, 
Pſal. 3. 6. His original Error hath produced this in 
its own Image. And although the complacency he 
takes in ſenſual ObjeFs, is like the Joy of a diſtracted 
Perſon, the Ifſue of Folly and 7ufror, and Experi- 
ence diſcovers the Deceit that is in them ; as ſmel- 
ling to an artificial Roſe undeceives the Eye ; yet he 
will embrace his Error, Man 1s in a voluntary 
Dream, which repreſents to him the World as his 
Havpineſs, and when he is awakened, he dreams a- 
gain, chooling to be deceived with Delight rather 
than to diſcover the Truth without it. This is ſet 
forth by the Prophet, I/a. 57. 10. Thou art wearied 
in the Greatneſs of thy Way, yet ſaideſt thou not, there 
is no Hope : that is, Thou art tired in the chaſe of 
Satisfaction from one thing to another, yet thou 
wouldſt not give over, but ſtill purſueſt thoſe Sha- 
dows which can never be brought nearer to thee. 
And the true Reaſon of it is, that in the human 
Nature there is an z»ten/e and continual Deſire of 
Pleaſure, without which Life it ſelf hath no Satis- 
faction. For Life conſiſting in the operations of the 
Soul, either the external of the Senſes, or the internal 
of the Mind, *tis ſweetned by theſe Delights which 
are ſuitable to them. So that if all pleaſant Opera- 
tions Ceaſe, without poſiibility of returning, Death 
is more defirable than Life. And in the corrupt 
State thete is fo ſtri& an 4/hance between the Fleſh 
an 
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and Spirit, that there is but one Apperire between 
them, and that is of the Fleſh. | 

All the Deſigns and Endeavours of the carnal Man 
are by fit means to obtain ſatisfation to his Sexes : 
as if the Contentment of the Fleſh and the Happi- 
neſs of the Soul were the ſame thing ; or as if the 
Soul were to die with the Body, and with both, all 
Hopes and Fears, all Joys and Sorrows were at an 
end. The Fleſh is now grown abſolute, and hath 
acquir'd a perfe&t Empire, and taken a full poſſeſſion 
of all the Faculties. For this reaſon the Apoſtle tells 
us, Rom. 8. 7, 8. They that are in the Fleſh, cannot pleaſe 
God. And the carnal Will is Enmity againſt God, *tis 
not ſubject, neither can .it be, *Tis inſnard in the 
Cords of Concupiſcence, and cannot recover it ſelf 
from its fooliſh Bondage. But that doth nat leſſen 
the Guile ; which will appear by conſidering there 
is a twofold Impotence. 

I. There is a natural Impotence which proteas 
from the ſeverity of Juſtice. No Man is bound to 
{top the S#7 in its courſe, or to remove Mountains : For 
the human Nature was never endued with Faculties 
to do thoſe things. They are inculpably without 
our power. Now the Law enjoins nothing but what 
_ had in his Creation an original Power to per- 

orm. 

2. There is a moral Impotence, which ariſes from 
a perverſe diſpoſition of the Will, and is join'd with 
a delight in Sin, and a ſtrong averſion from the holy 
Commands of God ; and the more deep and inve- 
terate this is, the more worthy *tis of Puniſhment. 
Ariſtotle afieris, Erhic. 3. That thoſe who contra&' 
invincible #{:5::s by Cuſtom, are inexcuſable though 
they cannet abſiain from Evil. For fince Liberty 
conſiſts in doing what one walls, this Impolflibility 
doth not deſtroy Liberty ; the Depravation of the 
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Faculties doth not hinder their voluntary Operations. 
The Under/tanding conceives, the Hl! chooſes, the 
Appetite: deſires freely. A diſtracted Perſon that 
kills, is not guilty of Murther, and therefore ſecure 
from the Sentence of the Law. For his Under/tand- 
ing being diſtemper'd by the Diſorder of the Ima- 
ges in his Fancy, it doth not judge aright, ſo thatthe 
Acton is involuntary, and therefore not culpable. 
But there is a vaſt difference between the Cauſes of 
Diftra#ion, and thoſe which induce a carnal Man to 
Sin. The fr/# are ſeated in the Diſtemper of the 
Brain, over which the #71] hath no Power : Where- 
as there ſhould be a regular Subjedtion of the lower 
Appetite to the Will enlightened and directed by the 
Mind. The 7/1 it ſelf is corrupted and brought 
into Captivity by things pleaſing to the lower Facul- 
ties : It cannot diſintangle it 1elf, but its Impotence 
lies in its Obſtinacy. This is the meaning of St. Pe- 
ter, ſpeaking concerning unclean Perſons, That their 
Eyes are full of Adultery, and they cannot ceaſe from 
Sin. *Tis from their Fault alone that they are with- 
out Power. Therefore the Scripture repreſents Man 
to be dSvis and dobis, weak but wicked. His 
diſability to ſupernatural Good ariſes from an in- 
ordinate Aﬀection to that which is /en/ual. So that 
*ris fo far from excuſing, that it renders inexcuſable, 
being voluntary and wvziciouss And in this the Diſea- 
{es of the Body are different from thoſe of the Soul. 
In the fr the defire of healing is ineffectual, through 
want of Knowledge or Power toapply Sovereign Res» 
medies : Whereas in the ſecond, the ſincere deſire 
of their Cure is ſufficient, for the Diſeaſes are cor- 
rupt Deſires. | 
The natural Man is wholly led by Senſe, by Fancy, 
and the Paſ/ions, and he eſteems it his Þyfclicity to be 
otherwiſe ; as the degenerous Slave, who was dil- 
Pleaſed 
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pleaſed with a Jubilee, and refuſed Liperty. Servi- 
tude is his Sexuality, He 15 not only in Love with 
the unworthy Oje#, but with the wicions AﬀeRion, 
and abhors the Cure of it. As one in the Poet that 
was fo delighted in his pleaſant Madneſs, chat he 
was offended at his Recovery ; 


Cui ſic extorta vuluptas 
Et demptus per vim mentis gratiſſimus error, 


—_—_ 


' ks 


This is acknowledged by St. 4u/fiz 1n his Corfe/- 
ſons, where he deſcribes the Strife berween Conwi- 
&:on and Corruption in his Soul. He tells us in the 
Conflict between Reaſon and Luſt, that he had re- 
courſe to God, and his Prayer was, Dz mihi conti- 
entian, fed nolt modo, he defired Chaſtity, but nor 
too ſoon, he was afraid that God ſhould hear his 
Perition, it being more bitter than Death to change 
his Cuſtom. This is the general Senſe, though not 
the general Di/cour/e of Men. As the /ick Perſon 
that defired his Phyſician to remove his Fever, but 
not his 7hirf, which made his Drink very pleaſing 
to him : So Man in his ſenſual State would fain be 
freed from the e/f/fnarioms of Conſcience, but he 
cheriihes thoſe carnal Deſires which give a kigh taſte 
to Objects ſuitable to them. From hence it appears 
that though in the corrupt Nature there 1s no Liber- 
ty of Indifference to Good and Evil, yet there is a 
Liberty of Delight in Evil ; and though the Will in 
its natural Capacity may chuſe Good, yet "tis moral- 
l; determined by its Love to Evil (t). 

In ſhort, there is ſo much Power not to fin as is 
ſufficient to Sin ; that is, that the forbidden Action 


(:) Inter cztera Mortalitatis incommada, hog eft, errandi 
necelliras, & erroris amor. Senec, 
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be free, and ſo become a Sin. Which ſtrange Com- 
bination of Liberty and Neceflity is excellently ex- 
preſt by St. Bernard (r) ; © That the Soul which fell 
*by its own choice , can't recover it ſelf, is from 
«the Corruption of the Will, which overcome by 
*the vicious Love of the Body, reje&s the Love of 
* Righteouſneſs; fo that in a manner as ſtrange as 
© Evil, the Will being corrupted wich Sin, makes a 
* neceſlity to it ſelf, yet ſo that the neceflicy being 
«yoluntary, doth not excuſe the Will, nor the Will 
* being pleaſantly and powerfully allur'd , exclude 
© Neceflity. The Law therefore remains in its full 
force, and God is righteous in the commanding and 
condemning Sinners. From all that hath been dif- 
courſed *tis evident, how impoſlible it is for corrupt 
Man to recover his loſt Holineſs : For there are only 
zo Motives to induce the reaſonable Creature to 
ſeek after it. 

I. Its Beauty and Lovelineſs. 

2. The Reward that attends it. And both theſe 
Arguments are ineffectual to work upon hin. 

I. The Beauty of Holineſs, which excels all other 
created PerfeQions, it being a Conformity to the moſt 
glorious Attribate of the Deity, doth not allure him : 
For, Unuſquiſque ut affe&ns eff ita judicat ; Man un- 
derſtands according to his Aﬀe&tions. The renew- 
ed Mind can only ſee the eſſential and intimate Beau- 
ty of Holineſs. Now in fa Man the clearneſs of 
the diſcerning Power is loſt. As the natural Eye 


(») Qudd ſurgere Anima per ſe non poteſt, que per ſe cadere 
potuit, voluntas in cauſa eſt, que corrupte corporisvitioſo amo- 
re langueſcens,& jacens,amorem juſtitiz non admittit : Ita neſcio 
quo pravo, ſed miro modo, ipſa fibi voluntas, peccato quidem in 
deterius mutata, neceſſicatem facit,ut nec n?cefſicas cum volunta- 
ria ſit, excufare valeat voluntatem, nec voluntas cum fit alleQa, 
excludere neceſſitatem, 
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till *tis purged from vicious Qualities , cannot look 
on things that are bright and f-blime, and if it hath 
been long in Darkneſs, it ſuffers by the moſt pleaſing 
Object the L:ght : So the internal Eye of the Mind, ;: 
that it may ſee the lively Lu#re of Holineſs, ic muſt 
be cleanſed from the Filthineſs of carnal Aﬀections, © 
and having been ſo long under thick Darkneſs, it 
muſt be ſtrengthened , before it can ſuſtain the 
brightneſs of things ſpiritual. Till it be prepared, 
it can ſee nothing amiable and deſirable in the Image 
of God. $ 

2, The Reward of Holineſs hath no atrraFive 
power on the carnal Will ; becauſe *tis future and © 
jpiritual. h 

1. "Tis Future, and therefore the Conceptions of it 
are very dark and imperfe& : The Soul is ſunk _ 
down into the Senſes , and they are ſhort-ſighted and | 
can't look beyond what is preſent to the next Life. |; 
And as the Images of things are weaken'd and con- # 
fuſed proportionably to their diſtance, and make a '! 
fainter Impreflion upon the Faculty ; fo the Repre- 
{ſentation of Heaven and Bleſſedneſs as a Happineſs | 
to come hereafter, and therefore remote, doth but |” 
coldly affect the Will. A preſent YVaniy, in the | 
Judgment of the carnal Soul, outweighs the moſt |: 
glorious Futurity. Till there be taken from before | 
its eyes ( in Tertullian's Language (x) ) the thick Cur- 
cain of the viſible World, it cannot diſcern the differ- |: 
ence between them, nor value the Reward for its | 
Excellency and Duration. Z 

2, "Tis Spiritual, and there muſt be a Divine Dil: | 
poſition of the Soul before it is capable of it. The | 
pure in Heart can only ſee the pure God, Mat. 5. 8. The ® 
Felicity above is that which Eye hath not ſeen, no | 


(x) Que illi diſpoſitioni zternitatis , aulzi vice oppanſa eſt. ? 
Apoleg. a | 
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Ear heard, neither hath it entred into the Heart of Man 
70 conceive, 1 Cor. 2. 9, Now the carnal Man is on- 
ly affeaed with groſs and corporeal things. The Cer- 
tainty , Immenſity , and Immortality of the Heavenly 
Reward doth not prevail with him to ſeek after it. 
He hath no Palat for Spiritual Pleaſures, *tis wicia- 
zed by luſcious Vanities, and can't reliſh rational and 
refined Joys. Till the Temper of the Soul be alter- 
ed, the Bread of Angels is diſtaſteful to it. For 
the Appetite is according to the Diſpoſition of the 
Stomach , and when that is corrupted , it longs for 
things hurtful, and rejets wholſome Food. If a carzal 
Man were tranſlated to Heaven, where the Love of 
God reigns , and where the brighteſt and ſweeteſt 
Diſcoveries of his Glory appear , he would not find 
Paradiſe in Heaven it ſelf. For Delight ariſes not 
meerly from the Excellency of the 0Obje&, but from 
the Proportionableneſs to the Faculty. Though God 
is an infinite Good in himſelf, yet if he is not con- 
ceived as the Supreme Good to Man, he cannot make 
him happy. 

Suppoſe ſome ſlight Convictions to be in the Mind, 
that happineſs conſiſts in the enjoyment of God, vet 
this being offer'd upon the terms of quitting all /e:- 
ſual Luſts, the carnal Man eſteems the condition im- 
poſlible, and therefore is diſcourag'd from uſing any 
endeavours to obtain it. For to excite Hope *tis 
not ſufficient to propoſe a Reward that is real and 
excellent, but that is attainable. For although 
Hope hath its tendency to a difficult Good , as its 
proper Object , and the difficulty is fo far from dif- 
couraging , that it quickens the Soul , and draws 
forth all the a&ive Powers, by rendring it greater 
in our eſteem ; yet when the difficulty is exceſſive 
and confines upon impoſſibility, it dejects the Soul, and 
inclines it to deſpair, Thus when the condition of ' 

F. 2 obtain- 
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obtaining ſome good is neceſſary, but inſufferable, it 
takes off from all endeavours in order to it. 

To conſider it in a temporal Caſe, will make it 
more clear. As one that labours under a Dropfy, 
and is vext with an intolerable and inſatiable hr, 
if a Phyſician ſhould aſſure him of Cure upon conditi- 
on he would abſtain from drinking, he could not con- 
ceive any real hope of being healed , judging it im- 
poſlible to reſiſt the importunity of his drought 53 he 
therefore neglets the Means , he drinks and dies. 
Thus the corrupt Heart of Man, that is under a per- 
perual thirſt of carnal Pleaſures, and is more infla- 
med by the ſatisfaction it receives, judges it an inſu- 
perable condition to part with then for the acquiring 
of Spiritual Happineſs : And this ſenſual and /ottiſh 
Deſpair cauſes a rotal negle&t of the Means. *Tis 
thus expreſt by the 7/raelites, when God commanded 
them to return from the evil of their ways in order 
to their Happineſs , and they faid , There 1s no hope, 
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but we will walk after our own devices, and we will every © 


one do the imagination of his evil heart. - ( Abſtinere 


nequeo. Grot. Fer. 18. 12.) They were Slaves to + 


their domineermmg Appetites, and reſolved to make 
no trial about that they judg'd impoſiible. Briefly, | 


In faln Man there is ſomething predominant, which 
he values above the favour and fruition of God, and 


that is the World. As in the Parable, where Hap- 


pineſs is ſet forth under the familiar repreſentation of | 
a Feaſt , thoſe who were invited to it, excuſe them- |: 


{;lves by ſuch reaſons as clearly diſcover that ſome } 
amiable Luſt charm'd them fo ſtrongly , that in the © 
competition *ewas preferr'd before Heaven. One ſaith © 


I have bought a piece of ground, and I mu#t needs go ſee it 5 © 
and another, I have bought a yoke of Oxen, and I muſt go © 


to prove them 5; and a third, I have married a Wife, and 5 
Ts come. Lnke 14. 18, The obje&s of their Paſli- © 
, ons © 
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ons are different, but they all produce the ſame ef- 
fe&, the rejetion of Happineſs. The {um of all is 
this, That-as Man fell from his Obedience, and loſt 
the Image of God, by ſeeking PerfeQtion and Satis- 
faction, that is, Happineſs in the creature ; fo he 
can never return to his Obedience, and acknowledg 
God as his Supreme Lord, till he chuſes him for his 
Happineſs. And this' he can never intirely do , till 
he is born again, and hath a new principle of Life 
that may change the complexion of the Soul, and 
qualify it for thoſe delights which are /ublime and 
ſpiritual. 

Secondly, Faln Man can never recover the Favour 
of God ; And this is evident upon a double account. 

1. He is not able to make ſatisfaction to God's 
Juſtice for the diſhonour brought to him. 

2. He is incapable of real Repentance, which 
might qualify him for Pardon. 

Firf, He is unable to ſatisfy Juſtice for his of- 
fence, either by exact obedience for the future, cr 
by enduring the puniſhment that is due to Sin. 

I, Suppoling that Man could perform exa&t Obe- 
dience after his Fall, yet that could not be fatif- 
faction. *Tis eſſential to Satisfaction, that the 4&t- 
on by which *tis made, be in the power of the Perſon 
that ſatisfies. A. Servant as a Servant cannot make 


# ſatisfaction for an injury done to his Lord , for 


whatſoever ſervice he performs was due before the 


- offence, and is not properly a reſtitution , becauſe 
:  ... 5 . 

;; *tis notof his own. Now the cotnpleat Obedience of 
© the Creature is due to God. He is the Lord of all 
z our Actions, and whatever Man doth is but the pay- 


ment of the Original Debt. The Law requires a 


; perpetual reverence of the Lawgiver, and expreſs 


Obedience to his Will in all things. So that 'tis 


impolhble that the higheſt reſpect to it after- 
| F 3 wards, 


70 TheHarmony of the Divine Attributes 


wards, ſhould compenſate for the leaſt violation * 


"EE Þ 


Befides, To make Satisfaction for a Fault, *tis ne- # 
ceſſary the Offender do ſome woluntary A, that may 
be as honourable to the perſon, and as much above | 
what he was before obliged to, as the contempt was # 
diſhonourable, and below that which was due. Un- Z? 
leſs God receive that which is as eſtimable in the na- ? 
cure of Obedience, as the injury hereceived is in the # 
nature of Contempt , there can be no Satisfaction. 7 
Now there is a greater diſhonour brought to God | 
by the commiſſion of one Sin, than there is honour # 
by the perfe& Obedience of all the Angels : For in | 
their Obedience God is preferr'd by the Creature, | 
before things infinitely beneath him, which 1s but a | 
ſmall honour ; but by one Sin he is diſvalued in the ' 


compariſon, which is infinite Contempt. 


2. Man cannot make ſatisfaction by Suffering. For 


the Puniſhment muſt be equal to the Offence, which 


derives its guilt from the dignity of the Perſon of- | 
fended , and the indignity of the Offender. Now 
God is the Univerſal King, his Juſtice is Infinite, F 
which Man hath injur'd, and his Glory, which Man | 
hath obſcur'd ; and Man is fimite. And what pro- | 

portion is there between fnite and infnite ? How can Þ j 
a worthleſs Rebel that is hateful to God, expiate the | 
offence of ſo excellent a Majeſty ? If he facrificehim- | 
ſelf, he can never appeaſe the Divine Diſpleaſure ; | 
for what doth he offer but a lump of Rebellion and | 
Ingratitude ? He can make no other Satisfaction but | 


that of the Devils, which continues for ever, and is 
not compleated. 

Secondly , Faln Man , conſidered only in his cor- 
rupt and miſerable ſtate, is incapable of real 
Repenrance , which is a neceſlary 'Condition to 
qualify him for Pardon. For whereas _—_— as 
cludes 


in Contriving 983an's Redemption. 71 


cludes an ingenuous ſorrow for Sin paſt, and a ſin- 
Z cere forſaking of it, he is utterly indifpos'd for 
2 both. 

} 1. He cannot be ingenuouſly ſorrowful forhis of- 
fence. *Tis true, when the circumſtances are chan- 
* ped, that which was pleaſing will cauſe trouble of 
” Spirit; As when a Malefactor ſuffers for his Crim: s, 
* herefleds upon his Actions with Sorrow. But this 
| hath no Moral worth in it: For 'tis a forc'd A&, 


* = ( Aum x34 ber. 2 Cor. 7. 10.) procecding from a 


violent Principle, and is conſiſtent with as great a 
# love to Sin as he had before, and is entirely termi- 
” nated on himſelf, But that Grief which is Divine, 
F and 1s accompanied with a change in Heart and 
' Life, reſpeds the ſtain more than the puniſhment 
- of Sin; and ariſes from Lowe to God, who is diſo- 
| beyed and diſhonoured by it : Now *tis not con- 

ceivable, that the guilty Creature can love God, 
whilſt he looks on him as an irreconcilable enemy. 


# Diſtruſt of che favour of a perſon, which is a degree 


of fear, is attended with coldneſs of affe&tion : A 
ſtrong fear, which ſtill intimates an uncertainty in 
the event, inclines to hatred : But when fear is 
 turn'd into deſpair, it cauſeth dire&t hatred. An 
| inſtance of this we have in the Devils, who curſe the 
Fountain of Bleſſedneſs. If the Evil be paſt Remedy, 
the ſenſe of it is attended with Rage and tranſports 
of Blaſphemy againſt God himſelf. A deſfpairing 
| Sinner begins in this Life the gnaſhing of teeth a- 
| gainſt his Judg, and kindles the Fire that ſhall tor- 

ment him for ever. Rew. 16. 21. | 
"Tis for this reaſon the Scripture propounds the 
Goodneſs of God, as the moſt powerful Perſuaſive 
to lead Men to repentance, Rom. 2. 4 There can 
be no kindly Relencings without flial AﬀeRion, and 
that is always temper'd with the Expectation of Fa- 
F 4 vour, 
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vour. Without hope of Pardon all other Motives 
are ineffectual ro melt the Heart. 


oT 
22 
F< 


Hz 


Now the firſt Covenant obliged Man to Obedi- *: 


ence or Puniſhment : It required Inocence, and did |; 


not accept of Repentance. The final Voice of the 
T.aw 15, Do, or Die. Guilty Man cannot look on 
God with comfort under the notion of a Holy Cre- 
ator , that delights to view his own reſemblance in 


the innocent Creature, nor of a compaſſionate Fa- 


cher that ſpares an offending Son, but apprehends 
him to be an inexorable Judge, who hath Right and 
Power to revenge the Diſobedience. He can find 
no expedient for his Deliverance, nor conceive how 

ercy can ſave him without the violation of Fuſtice, 


an Attribute as eſſential to the Divine Nature as 


Afercy. And what can induce him to make an hum- 
ble confeflion of his fault, when he expects nothing 
but an irrevocable Doom ? An inſtance of this we 
have in Adam, who being under the convifion of his 
Sin, and an apprehenſion that God would be ſevere, 
did not ſolicite for Mercy, but endeavour'd to tran/- 
fcr the guilt on God himſelf. The Woman thou gavweſt 
ae, ſhe gave me of the Tree, and 1 did eat, Gen. 3. 12. 
As if ſhe had been deſfign'd for a ſnare, and not to 
2 an aid in his innocent ſtate. | 
2. A ſincere Reſolution to forſake Sin is built © 
the hopes of Mercy. Till the reaſonable Creature 
know's that Heaven 1s open to Repentance, to his /e- 
cond and better thoughts, he is irreclaimable. He 
that never hopes to receive any good, will continue 
in doing ev, Deſpair of Mercy cauſeth a deſpiſing 
of the Law. The A4roate Angels who are without 
the re/ervcs of Pardon, are confirm'd in their Rebel- 
Jion : Their Guilr 15 mixe with Fury, they perſift in 
their War againſt God, though they know the ifſue 
will be deadly to them. And had there not been an 
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early Revelation of Mercy to Adam, he had been in- 
corrigibly wicked as the Devils. For deſpair had 
inflam'd his hatred againſt God, which is of all the 
Paſſions the moſt incurable. Thoſe vicious fettions 
that depend on the humours of the Body which are 
mutable, alter with them : But Hatred is ſeated in 
the ſuperiour part of the Soul, which is of a Spir:- 
tual nature and Diabolical in obſtinacy. 

In ſhort, When the reaſonable Creature is guilty 
and vicious, and knows that God is Fuſ/# and Holy, 
and that He will be [evere in revenging all Diſobedi- 
ence, he hath no Care nor Deſire to reform himſelf. 
He will not lay a reſtraint on his pleaſing Apperites, 
when he expects no recompence ; He eſteems it loſt 
labour.to abſtain : And all his deſign is to allay and 
{weeten the fear of future Evils by preſent enjoy- 
ments, When he is /corch'd with the apprehenfions 
of wrath to come, he plunges himſelf into ſenſual ex- 
ceſlcs for ſome relief. He reſolves to make his beſt 
of Sin for a time : According to the Principle of the 
Epicures, Let us eat and drink while we may, to morreow 
we ſhall die, 1 Cor 15. 

The Sum of all is this, That an unrelenting and 
unreformed Sinner is incapable of Pardon ; For un- 
leſs God ſhould renounce his own Nature, and deny 
his Deity, He cannot receive him to favour. And it 
15 inconceivable how the rational Creature once lap- 
ſed, ſhould ever be encourag'd to Repentance with- 
out the. expectation of Mercy : And there being an 
inſeparable alliance between the Integrity and Felicity 
of Man by the terms of the firſ# Covenant, the one 
failing, he could not entertain the leaſt degree of 
Hope concerning the ather. By all which it appears 
he is under an invincible neceſflity of /mning and /uf- 
tering for ever ;; his Miſery is compleat and deſpe- 


rate, | 
CHAP, 
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CHAP. V. 


Of the Divine Wiſdom in the contrivance of Man's 
Redemption. Underſtanding Agents propound an 
End, and chooſe Means for the obtaining it. The 
End of God is of the higheſt conſequence, his own 
Glory and Man's Recovery. The difficulty of accom- 
pliſhing it. The Means are proportionable. The Di- 
vine Wiſdom glorified in taking occaſion from the Sin 
and Fall of Man to bring Glory to God, and to raiſe 
Man to a more excellent State. It appears in ordain- 
ing ſuch a Mediator, as was fit to reconcile God to 
Man, and Man to God. *Tis diſcovered in the de- 
fignation of the Second Perſon to be our Saviour. 

, 4nd making the Remedy to have a proportion to the 
cauſe of our Ruine. *Tis wiſtble in the manner 
whereby our Redemption 7s accompliſh'd. And in 
the ordaining ſuch contemptible means to produce ſuch 
glorious Eftets. And laying the deſign of the Go- 
ſpel, /o as to provide for the comfort, and promote the 
holineſs of Man. 


'e O D by his infallible Preſcience ( to which all 
things are eternally preſent ) viewing the Fall 
of Adam, and that all Mankind lay bleeding in him, 
out of deep compaſlion to his Creature, and that 
the Devil might not be finally vidtorious over him, 
in his Council decreed the Recovery of Man from his 
languiſhing and miſerable State. The Deſign and 
the Means are moſt worthy of God, and in both his 
#/:/dom appears. | 

* This will be made viſible by conſidering, that all 
underſtanding 4gents firſt propound an End, and 
then chooſe the deans for the obtaining of it. And the 
more perfedt the Underſtanding is, the more _ 
ent 
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lent 'is the Erd it deſigns, and the more fit and con- 
venient are the Means it makes uſe of for the acqui- 
ring it. Now when God whoſe Underſtanding is 
infinite, ( and in compariſon of whom the moſt pru- 
dent and adviſed are but as dark ſhadows ) when 
he determines to work, eſpecially in a moſt glori- 
ous manner, the End and the Means are equally ad- 
mirable. 

Firſt, The End is of the higheſt Conſequence. 
Were it ſome low inconſiderable thing, it were un- 
worthy of one thought of God for the effecting it. 
To be curious in the contriving how to accompliſh 
thar which is of no importance, expoſes to a jult 
imputation of Folly : But when the moſt excellent 
Good is the End, and the difficulties which hinder the 
obtaining of it are inſuperable to a finite underſtand- 
ing, it then becomes the only wiſe God (1 Tim.1.17.) 
to diſcover the Divinity of his Wiſdom, in making 
a way where he finds none. And ſuch was the End 
of God in the work of our Redemption. This was 
declar'd by the Angels, who were ſent Ambaſla- 
dors Extraordinary to bring tidings of Peace to the 
World. They praiſed God, ſaying, Glory to God m 
the higheſt, and on Earth Peace, good Will towards Men ; 
Luke 2. 13, 14. 

The ſupreme End is his own Glory, and in or- 
der to it, the Salvation of Mar hath the nature and 
reſpe& of a medium. 

The ſubordinate is the Recovery of the World 
from its lapſed and wretched State. 

1. The ſupreme Exd is the Glory of God. This 
kgnifies principally his #zternal and eſſential Glory : 
and that conſiſts in the Perfeftions of his Nature 
which can never be fully conceived by the Angels, 
but overwhelm by their excellent Greatneſs all cre- 
ated Underſtandings. But the Glory that _— 
rom 
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from God's Works is properly intended in the pre- 
ſent Argument, and implies, 

2. The manifeſtation whereby he. is pleaſed to re- 
preſent himſelf in the exerciſe of his Atrributes. 
As the Divine Nature 1s the primary and compleat 
Object of his Love, fo he takes delight in thoſe 
Actions wherein the image and brightneſs of his 
own Vertues appear. Now in all the Works of God 
there is an evidence of his Excellencies, But as ſome 
Stars ſhine with a different Glory, ſo there are 
ſome noble Effects , wherein the Divine Attributes 
are ſo conſpicuous, that in compare with them, the 
reſt of God's Works are but obſcure expreſſions of 
his Greatneſs. The principal are Creation and Re- 
demption , The Heawens declare the Glory of God , 
and the Firmament his handy-work ; Pal. 19. x. And 
when God ſurveyed the whole Creation, and 
ſaw that all which he had made was good, Gen. 1. 
He ordain'd a Sabbath, to ſignify the content and 
ſatisfaction he had in the diſcovery of his eternal 
Perfe&tions therein. 

But eſpecially his Glory is moſt »e/plendent in the 
Work of Redemption, wherein more of the Divine 
Attributes are exercis'd than in the Creation, and in 
a more glorious manner. 'Tis here that W/dow, 
Goodneſs, Fuſtice, Holine/s and Power are united in 
their higheſt degree and exaltation. Upon this ac- 
count the Apoſtle uſeth that expreflion, 1 Tim. r. 11. 
The Glorious Goſpel of the Bleſſed God : It being the 
cleareſt Revelation of his excellent Attributes, the 
unſpotted Mirrour wherein the great and wonder- 
ful Efe&s of the Deity are fet forth. ( w weaadia 
Ts Os. Ads 2. 11. ) ; | 

3. The Praiſe' and Thankſgiving that ariſeth 
from the diſcovery of his Perfe&ions by reaſonable 


Creatures, - who .conlider and acknowledge them, 
| When 
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When there is a ſolemn YVeneration of his Excellen- 
cies, and the moſt ardent 4fetions to him for the 
communication of his Goodneſs. Thus in God's ac- 
count , Whoſo offers Praiſe, plorifies him ; Pfal. 5o. 23. 
An eminent Example of this is ſet down in Fob 38. 7. 
when at the birth of the World, The Morning Stars 
ſang together , and all the Sons of God ſhouted for Foy. 
And at its new Birth , they deſcend and make his 
Praiſe glorious 1n a triumphant Song. It will be the 
eternal exerciſe of the Saints in Heaven, Pſal. 66. 2. 
where they more fully underſtand the Myſtery of 
our Redemption , and. conſider every Circumſtance 
that may add a luſtre to it , to aſcribe Bleſing, He- 
nour, Glory and Power to him that ſits on the Throne, and 
unto the Lamb for ever and ever, Rev. 5. 13. 

Secondly, The ſubordinate End is the reſtoring of 
Man : And this is inviolably join'd with the other. 
*Tis expreſt by Peace on Earth , and good will towards 
Men. Sin hath broke that ſacred Alliance which 
was between God and Man : and expoſed him to 
his juſt diſpleaſure, A Miſery inconceivable. And 
what is more becoming God, who is the Father of 
Mercies , than to glorify his dear Attribute, | God 
zs Love, x John 4. 9. | and that which in a peculiar 
manner charaterizes his Nature, by the Salvation of 
the miſerable ? What is more honourable to him , 
than by his Almighty Mercy to raiſe ſo many Mo- 
numents from the duſt, wherein his Goodneſs may 
live and reign for ever ? Now for the accompliſh- 
ing of theſe excellent Ends, the Divine Wiſdom 
pitch'd upon thoſe Means which were moſt fit and 
congruous, which I ſhall d;i#1y conſider. 

1he Miſery of fallez Man conſiſted in the Cor- 
ruption of his Nature by Sin, and the Puniſhment 
that enſues: And his Happineſs is in the reſtorin 
him to his Primirive Holineſs, and in Reconciliation 


to 
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to God, and the full fruition of him. The way to 
effect this was . beyond the compals of any finite 
Underſtanding. 

That God, who is rich in Goodneſs, ſhould be 
fivourable to the Angels who ſerve him in perfect 
Purity, we may eaſily conceive ; for though they do 
not merit his Favour, yet they never provok'd his 
Anger. And 'tis impotlible bur that he ſhould love 
the Image of his Holineſs whereever it ſhines, 

Or ſuppoſe an innocent Creature in Miſery , the 
Divine Mercy would ſpeedily excite his Power to 
reſcue it: For God is Love to all his Creatures; as 
ſuch, till ſome exrrimſecal cauſe imtervenes, which God 
hates more than he loves the Creature ; and that is 
Sin, which alone ſtops the effution of his Goodnels, 
and opens a wide paſſage for Wrath to fall upon 
the Guilty, But how to ſave the Creature that is 
undone by its own choice, and is-as ſinful as miſera- 
ble, will poſe the Wiſdom of the World. Heaven 
it {elf fſeem'd to be divided. Mercy inclin'd to 
fave, but Fu/tice interpos'd for ſatisfaction. - Mercy 
regarded Man with reſpe& to his Miſery , and-the 
Pleas of it are, Shall the Almighty build to ruin ? 
Shall the moſt excellent Creature in the lower 
World periſh, the fault not, being ſolely his ? Shall 
the Enemy triumph for ever , and raiſe his Trophies 
from the Works of the moſt' High ? Shall the: zea- 
ſonable Creature loſe the fruition of God, and God 
the ſubjeftion and ſervice of the Creature, and all 
Mankind be made in vain ?  F«/#ice confider'd: Man 
as guilty of a tranſcendent Crime, and tis its Na- 
ture to render to every one what is due 3" now. the 
wages of Sin is Death, and ſhall not the fudge of all 
the World do right ? All the other Atrributes ſeem'd 
to be attendants on Juſtice. The Wiſdom of God 
enforc'd its Plea , it being moſt indecent that Sin 
which 
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which provokes the Execution , ſhould procure the 
Abrogation of the Law ; chis would encourage the 
commiſſion of Sin without fear. The Majeſty of 
God was concern'd, for it was not becoming his 
excellent Greatneſs to treat with defiled Duſt, and 
to offer Pardon to a preſumptuous Rebel immedi- 
ately after his Offence, and before he made Sup- 
plication to his Judge. The Holineſs of God did 
quicken his Juſtice to execute the threatning, For 
he is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity; Habak. 1. 
As Goodneſs is the eſſential Obje& of his Will, 
which he loves unchangeably whereever it is; fo is 
Sin the eternal Obje of his hatred, and where *tis 
found in the love of it, renders the ſubje& odious 
to him. He will not take the wicked by the hand, Job 
8. 20. * The Law of contrariety forbids Purity 
and Pollution to mix together. And the Veracity 
of God requir'd the inflicting the Puniſhment. For 
the Law being a Declaration of God's Will, ac- 
cording to which he would diſpenſe Rewards and 
Puniſhments , either it muſt be executed upon the 
Offender , or if extraordinarily diſpens'd with ,, it 
muſt be upon ſuch terms, as the honour of God's 
Truth may be preſerv'd. This ſeeming Conflict 
was between the Attributes. 

The ſublimeſ# Spirits in Heaven were at a los 
how to unravel the difficulty , and to find out the 
miraculous way to reconcile infinite Mercy with in- 
flexible Juſtice 3 how to ſatisfy the Demands of the 
one, and the Requeſts of the other. God was to 
overcome himſelf before he reſtored Man. In this 
Exigence his Mercy excited his Wiſdom to inter- 
poſe as an Arbiter , which in the Treaſure of its in- 
comprehenſible Light , found out an admirable ex- 
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pedient to fave Man , without prejudice to his 
other Perfe&tions: That was by conſtituting a Medi- 
ator both able and willing, between the guilty Crea- 
ture and Himſelf : That by transferring the Puniſh- 
ment on the Surety, he might puniſh Sin, and par- 
don the Sinner. And here , the more ſevere and 
\ rigorous Juſtice is , the more admirable js the Mer- 
cy that ſaves. In the ſame ſtupendious Sacrifice he 
declared his reſpect to Juſtice, and his delight in 
Mercy. The two principal Relations of our Re- 
deemer are, the one of a Gift from God to Man, 
the other of an Oblation for Men to God. By the 
one, God ſatisfies his infinite Love to Man, and by 
the other, ſatisfies his z»fnite Juſtice for Man. Nei- 
ther is it unbecoming God to condeſcend in accept- 
ing the returning Sinner, when a Mediator of infi- 
nite Dignity intercedes for Favour. The Divine 
Majeſty is not lefſen'd when God 7s in Chriſt recon- 
' cihng the World unto himſelf; 2 Cor. 5. Neither is 
the San#ity of God diſparag'd by his Clemency to 
Sinners, for the Redeemer is the Principle and Pat- 
tern of Holtnefs to all that are ſaved. The ſame 
Grace that inciin'd God to ſend his Son to dye for 
us, gives his -Spirit to live in us, that we may be 
reviv'd and rcuewed according to his Image , and 
by Conformity to God be prepared for Communi- 
on with him. Here is a ſweet concurrence of all the 
Attributes, Mercy and Truth are met together , Righ- 
reouſneſi and. Peace kiſs each other 5 Pſalm 8F. 10. 
'Who can count up this h-ap of Wonders? Who 
can unfold all the Treaſures of this myſterious 
:Love 2 The Tongue of an Angel cannot explicate 
it according to its dignity : "Tis the faireſt Copy 
of the Divine Wiſdom , the Conſummation of all 
God's Counſels, wherein ail the Attributes are dit- 


played in their brighteſt luſtre ; *Tis here :he me- 
nifold 
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mifold Wiſdom of God appears; Eph. 3. to. The 
Angels of Light bend themſelves with extraordinary 
Application of Mind, and ardent Aﬀetions to ſtudy 
the rich and unſearcheable Variety that is in it; 
1 Pet. I. 12. myaxia, an alluſion to the poſture of 
the Cherubims looking into the Ark. Only the ſame 
Underſtanding comprehends it which contriv'd it. 
But as one that views the Ocean, though he cannot 
ſee its Bounds or Bottom, yet he ſees ſo much as to 
know that that vaſt Colle&ion of Waters is far 
greater than what is within the Compaſs of his ſhort 


ſight : So tho* we cannot underſtand a!) the depths 


of that immenſe Wiſdom , which order'd the Way 
of our Salvation, yet we may diſcover fo much, as 
to know with the Apoſtle , that it Jorge Know- 


4 ledge , Eph. 3. He that is the Brightneſs of his Fa- 
| ther's Glory, and the Light of the World, fo illumi- 


nate our dark underſtandings, that we may conceive 
aright of this great Myſtery. 
The Firſt thing that offers it ſelf to Conſideration 


| is, the Compaſs of the Divine Wiſdom, in taking 
| occaſion from the Si and Fall of Man to bring more 


Glory to God, and to raiſe him to a more excellent 
ſtate. Sin in its own nature hath no tendency to 
Good , *tis not an apt medium , hath no proper etfi- 
Ccacy to promote the Glory of God : So 2 is it 
from a dire&t contributing to it, that on the con- 
trary *tis the moſt real diſhonour to Him. But as 
a black ground in a Picture which in ir ſelf only 
defiles, when plac'd by Art, ſets off the brighter 
Colours, and heightens their Beauty ; (z) So the 
evil of Siz , which conſidered ab/olutely, obſcures 
the Glory of God , yet by the over-ruling diſpoſi- 
tion of his Providence, it ſerves to illuſtrate his 
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(z) In Piftura lumen non alia res quam umbra commendat Plin, 
Name. 
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Name, and to make it more glorious in the eſteem 
of reaſonable Creatures. Without the Sin of Man 
there had been no place for the moſt perfect exer- 
ciſe of his Goodneſs. O felix culps que tantum & 
talem meruit habere Redemptorem. (a) Happy fault, 
not in it ſelf, but by the wiſe and merciful Counſel 
of God, to be repair'd in a way ſo advantageous, 
that the Salvation of the Earth is the Wonder of 
Heaven , the Redemption of Man raviſhes the 
Angels. - 

The Glory of God is more viſible in the recovery 
of lapſed Man, than if the Law had been obeyed, 
or executed. If -4dam had perſever'd in his Duty, 
the Reward had been from Grace, for owing himſelf 
to God, he could receive nothing but as a Gift from 


his Bounty ; ſo that Goodneſs only had then been | 


exercis'd , and not in its higheſt and moſt obliging 
Acts, which are to ſave the Guilty and Miſerable z 
for Innocence 1s incapable of Mercy, If the Sen- 
tence had been inflited, Juſtice had been honour'd 


with a ſolemn Sacrifice, but Mercy the ſweet, ten-_ 


der, and indulgent Attribute had never appear'd. 
But now the //:/Jom of God is eminent in the ac- 
cord of both theſe Attributes, God is equally glo- 
rious , as equally God , in preſerving the Authority 
of his Law by an 4# of Juſtice-upon our Surety, as 
in the exerciſe of Mercy by remitting the puniſh- 
ment to the Offender. ,\.. 

And *tis no lefs honourable to God's Wiſdom to 
reſtore Man with infinite advantage. *Tis a Myſte- 
ry in Nature, that the corruption of one thing is the 
generation of another ; *tis more myſteriors in Grace, 
that the Fail of Man ſhould occaſion his more noble 
Reſtitution. Innocence was not his laſt end , his ſu. 


G——_— 
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preme Felicity tranſcends the f7/#. The Holineſs 
of Adam was perfet , but mutable 2 But Holineſs 
in the Redeemed, tho' in a lefs degree, ſhall be victo- 
rious over all Tempations : for they are not join'd 
to the Heavenly Adam in a ſtridt- and inviolable 
Union. And thoſe Graces are acted by them, for the 
exerciſe of which there was no Objects and Occa- 
ſions in Tmocence, 1 Pet. 2. 20. As Compaſſion to 
the Miſerable , Forgiveneſs of Injuries , Fortituds 
and Patience ; all which, as they are a moſt lively 
reſemblance of the Divine Perfe&ions , ( 1 Per. 4. 
14.) ſo an excellent Ornament to the Soul, and in- 
finitely endear it to God. And the happineſs 
of our renewed ſtate exceeds our primitive Felicity; 
Whether we conſider the nature of ic, 'tis wholly 


© Spiritual , or the place of it , Heaven the Sanctuary 


of Life and Immortality, or the conſtitution of the 
Body which ſhall be cloathed wich Celeſtial Quali- 
ties ! But this will be particularly diſcuſſed in its 
proper _ : 

Theſe are the Effects of Infinite Wiſdom, to the 
production of which Sin atfords no Caſualty, bur 
hath meerly an accidental reſpe&t. As the Apoſtle 
interprets the words of David , Rom: 3. 4. Againſt 
thee only hawe I ſinned, that thou mighteſ* be juſtified 
in thy Sayings, and overcome when thou jadgeſt. 
Which doth not reſpe& the Intention of Dawid, 
but the Event only. The greater his Injuftice was 
in the commiſſion, the more clear would GoJ's Ju- 
ſtice be in the condemnation of his Sin. | 

2. The Wiſdom of God appeared in ordaining 
ſuch a Mediator , who was qualified to reconcile 
God to Man, and Man to God. The firſt and moſt 
admirable Article in the Myſtery of Godlineſs, 
and the Foundation of all the reſt is, that God i; 
manifeſt ia the Fleſh, 3 Tim. 3. 16. The Middle 

G 2 muſt 
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mult equally touch the Extreams. A Mediator | 


mult be capable of the Sentiments and Afﬀections of 


both the Parties he will reconcile. He muſt be a |! 


juſt eſteemer of the Rights and Injuries of the one 
and the other, and have a common Intereſt in both. 


-The Son of God aſſuming the human Nature, per- | 


fetly poſſeſſes theſe Qualities, he hath Zeal for 
God, and Compaflion for Man. He hath taken 
Pledges of Heaven and Earth ; the ſupreme Na- 
tare in Heaven , and the moſt excellent on the 
Earth , to make the Hoſtility ceaſe between them. 
He is Immanuel by Nature and Office. And if no 
lefs than an Inſpired Wiſdom could deviſe how to 
frame the Earthly Tabernacle , ( Exod. 36.) where- 


in God dwelt in a ſhadowy and typical manner, | 


What Wiſdom was requiſite to frame the Humane 
Nature of. Chriſt , wherein the Deity was really to 
dell? John 1. 

Now to diſcover more clearly the Divine Wil- 
dom, in uniting the two Natures in Chriſt, to qua- 
lify him for his Office, ( Colof; x. ) *tis requiſite to 
confider , that the Office of Mediator hath three 
Charges annex'd to it ; the Prieftly, which reſpects 
God ; the Prophetical and Kiely, which regard Men. 
Theſe have a reſpe&t to the Evzils which opprefs 
faln Man ; and they are Gnilt , Iencrance , Sin, and 
Death, Man was capitally guilty of the breach of 
God's Law, and under the tyranny of his Luſts, in 
the iſſue liable to Death. x 

The Redeemer is made to him 7/:/dow , Righ- 
teouſneſs , Sandtification , and Redemption, Theſe Be- 
nefits are diſpens'd by him in his threefold Office ; 
As a Prieſt he expiates Sin, as a Propher he inſtructs 
the Church, as a King he regulates the Lives of his 
Subjects , delivers them from their Enemies , and 
makes them happy. Now the Divzze and Humane 
Nature 
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Nature are requiſite for the performance of all theſe. 
For nothing is effe&tual to an End, but what is pro- 
portionable and commenſurate thereunto; and to 
proportion Exceſſes as well as Detects, are oppolite. 
This will appear by taking a diſtin view of the ſe- 
veral Offices of our Mediator. 


1. The Prie#ly Office hath two parts, 


1. To make expiation for Sin. 
2, Interceſſion for Sinners. 


Now for the making expiation for Sin , there was 
a neceſſary concurrence of the two Natwes in our 
Redeemer. He muſt be Man ; for the Deity was 
not capable of thoſe Submiflions and Sufferings 
which were requiſite to exp:ate Sin. And he muſt 
be Man , that the /izning Nature might ſuffer , and 
thereby acquire a tizle to the Satisfaction that is 
made. The meritorious imputation of Chriſt's 
Sufferings to Mar, is grounded on the Union be- 
eween them , which 1s as well natural in his par- 
taking of Fleſh and Blood, as moral in the conſent 
of their Wills. As the Apoſtle obſerves, Heb. 2. 
It. That he who ſanfifies, and they that are ſanttified 
are all one : So he that ſuffers, and they for whom 
he ſuffers, muſt have communion in the ſame Nature. 


For this reaſon , God having refolved never to 


diſpenſe Mercy to the Fallen Angels , the Redeemer 
did not aſſume the Argelical Nature, but the Seed of 
Abraham. 

And as the Humane Nature was neceſſary to qua- 
lify him for Sufferings , and to make them ſuicable, 
ſo the Divine was to make them ſufficient. The 
lower nature conſider'd in it ſelf , could make no 
Lifaction ; The Dignity of the Divine Perſon 
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makes a temporal puniſhment to be of an infinite va- 
Jue in God's Account. Beſides, the Humane Na- 
ture had ſunk under the weight of F#rath, if the 
Deity had not. been perſonally preſent to ſupport 
it. Briefly, To perform the firſt part of his Office, 
he muſt ſuffer, yet be impaſjible ; Dye , yet be im- 
mortal 5 and undergo the Wrath of God, to deliver 
Man from it. (b) + | 

2, To make Interce/ſjon for us, it was requilite 
that He ſhould partake of both Natures , that he 
"might have credit with God , and compafiion to 
Man. The Se hath a prevailing Intereſt in the 
Father, as he teſtifies, I know thou heardſ} me always, 
John 11. 42. A Privilege which neither Abraham, 
Moles, nor any other who were the moſt favoured 
Saints, enjoyed. And, as Man, he was fit for Pſ- 
/ion and Compaſſimm., The Humane Nature 1s the 
proper Subject of feeling Pity , eſpecially when it 
hath felt Miſery. God is capable of Love , not in 
itritnels of Compaſſion. For Sympathy . proceeds 
from an experimental ſenſe of what one hath ſuk- 
ter'd, and the fight of the like affliction in others, 
revives the Aﬀections which were felt in that ſtate, 
and inclines to Piry. The Apoſtle offers this to Be- 
ltevers as the ground of Comfort, that He who 
took our Nature, and felt our Griefs., intercedes 
for us. For we have nct an High- Prieſt that cannot 
be touch'd with the feeling of our Infirmities, but was 
in all things tempted as we ave, yet without Sin , Heb. 
4- IF. that with an humble Confidence we may come 
to the Throne of Grace. He hath drunk deepeſt of 
the Cup of Sorrows, that he may be an Al-/ufficien 
Comforter to thoſe that mourn. He hath ſuch ten- 


—_—_— 


(4) Solus Deus ſentire, ſolus Homo ſuperare mortem non p& 
- tpir, quam pro nokis obzre debuir, | 
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der Bowels, we may truſt him to ſollicit our Salva- 
tion. In ſhort, *tis the great Support of our Faith, 


' that we have acceſs to the Father by the Son, Ephel. 2. 


18. and preſent all our Requeſts by a Mediator ſo 
worthy and ſo dear to him, and by Ore who left the 
Joys of Heaven , that by enduring AMiction on 
Earth , his Heart mighe be made tunable to the 
Hearts of the afflicted. 

Secondly , For the Diſcharge of the Prophetical 
Otfice , *'twas neceſſary the Mediator ſhould be Ged 
and Man, 

1. He muſt be God, that he might deliver his 


_ Counſels with more Authority and Ethcacy than any 


meer Creature could. He muſt be a Teacher fent 
from Heaven that reveals to us the Will of God con- 
cerning the Way thither, and the Certainty and Ex- 
cellency of that State. Now Chriſt is the Original 
of all Wiſdom, *cis not ſaid the Word of the Lord 
came to Him, as to the Prophets ; He 1s the Foun- 
tain of all /acred Knowledge. The So» came from 
the Bo/om- of the Father, ( Foh. 1. 18.) the Seat of 
his Counſels and Compaſlions, to reveal thoſe Secrers 


which were concealed from the Angels, in that Light 


which 1s inacceflible. And 'tis God alone can teach 
the Heart , and convince the Conſcience , fo as to 
produce a ſaving Belief of the Heavenly Doctrine, 
and a delight in the Diſcovery, and a reſolution to 
follow it whereever it directs. 

2, *T'was fit he ſhould be Man, that he might be 
familiarly converſant with us, and convey the 
Counſels of God in ſuch a way as Man could receive. 
All /aving Truth comes from God, and it follows by 
juſt Conſequence, that the nearerhe is to us, the bet- 
ter we are like to be inſtruted. Now there are !w9 
things which render ſinful Man incapable of imme- 
diate Converſe with God. 

(3 q 1. Tos 
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1. The Infirmity of his Nature. 
2. The Guilt that cleaves to him. 

Firff, "The Infirmity of Man's Nature cannot en- 
dure the Glory of God's Appearance. When the 
Law was delivered on Mount Sina: , the Iſraelires 
were under great Terrors at the Sights and Prodi- 
gies which accompanied the Divine Preſence, and 
they deſired that God would ſpeak to them no more 
in-his Majeſty and Greatneſs, l:{t they ſhould die, Deurt. 
5-25. There is. ſach a Diſproportion between our 
Meanneſs and his Excellencies, that Daniel, though 
a Favourite of Heaven, yet his Comelineſs was turn- 
ed into Corruption at the ſight of a Viſion. Dan. 10. 
17. And the beloved Diſciple fell down as dead at the 
appearance of Chriſt in his Glory , Rev. 1. 17. When 
the Eye gazes on the Sun, 'tis more tormented with 
the Brightneſs than pleaſed with the Beauty of it ; 
But when the Beams are tranſmitted through a co- 
Joured medium, they are more temperate and {weet- 
ned to the Sight, The eternal Word ſhining in 
his full Glory, the more bright, the leſs viſible 1s he 
to mortal Eyes ; but the incarnate Word is eclipſed 
and allayed by a. Vail of Fleſh, Heb. to. 20. and fo 
made acceflible to us. God out of a tender Reſpect 
to our Frailty and Fears, promiſed to raiſe up a Pre- 
phet cloathed in our Nature, Deut. 18. 15. that we 
might comfortably and quietly receive his Inſtrudti- 
ONS. 

2. Guilt makes us fearful of his Preſence. The 
Approach of God awakens the Conſcience , which 
is his Spy in our Boſoms, and cauſes a dreadful Ap- 
parition of Sin in its view. When one Beam of 
Chriſt's Divinity broke forth in the miraculous 
Draught of Fiſhes ; Perer cries out, Depart from me, 
for I am a ſinful Man, O Lord, Luke 5. 8. Holineſs 
arm'd with Terror ſtrikes a Sinner into Conſternati- 
ON, 
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on. Now when the Mind is ſhaken with a Storm of 
Fear , it cannot calmly attend to the Counſels of 
Wiſdom. But the-Son of God appearing in our Na- 
ture, to expiate Sin, and appeaſe Divine Juſtice, 
we are encouraged to draw near to him, and fit at 
his Feet , to hear the words of eternal Life, Thus 
God complied with our Neceflity, that with a freer 
Diſpenſation we might receive the Counſels of our 
Saviour. 

3. He is qualified for his Kmp!y Office, by the 
Union of the :2vo Natures in him. He muſt be God 
to conquer Satan, and convert the World. As emi- 
nent an A& of Power was neceſſary to redcem, asto 
create, For although the Supreme Judge was to be 
ſatisfied by humble Sufferings, yet Sara who uſurp d 
the Right of God ( for Man had no Power (Fob. 12. 
20.) to alienate himſelf ) was tobe ſubdued : Having 
no juſt Title, he was to be caſt our by Power. Luke 
11. 38. And no leſs than the Divine Power could 
accompliſh our victorious Reſcue from him. In his 
Love he pitied us, and bis holy Arm got him the Vitto- 
ry , Iſa. 63. 9. He is the Author of eternal Salvari- 
or, Heb. 7.23. which no inferior Agent could ever 
accompliſh. *Tis God alone can overcome Death , 
and him that had rhe Power of Death, and bring us 
ſafely to Felicity. 

Beſides, our King muſt be an, that by the Ex- 
cellency of his Example , he might lead us in the 
way of Life. The moſt rational Method to reform 
the World, is, not only to ena& Laws to be the Rule 
of virtuous Actions, but for Lawgivers to make 
Virtue honourable and imitable by their own Pra- 
e&tice. And to encourage us in the Holy War againit 
our Enemies vilible and inviſible , *rwas congruous 
that the Prince of our Salvation ſhould take the hu- 
man Nature , and ſubmit to the Inconveniences of 
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our arfaring State. As Kings when they deſign a 
glorious Conqueſt, go forth in Perſon, and willingly 
endu:2 the Hardſhips of a Military Condition , to 
animat2 their Armies. The Apoſtle tells us, Heb. 
2. 10. that it became him, for whom are all things, and 
by whim are all thints, in bringing many Sons to Glory , 
ro make the Captain of their Salvation perfett through 
Sufferings. God the great Deſigner of all things, fore- 
ſeeing the Sufferings to which the Godly would be 
expoſed in the World, ordained it as moſt conveni- 
ent that the: Author of their Deliverance ſhould by 
Sufferings obtain the Reward, that by his Example 
he might ſtrengthen and deliver thoſe that ſuffer to 
the c:d. Again, the Son of God entred into our 
Famiy, and 1s not aſhamed to call ws Brethren, Heb. 
2. I1. To make his Scepter amzable to us, He exer- 
ciſeth his Dominion with a natural and ſenſible touch 
of Pity, he pardons our Failings, and putsa value on 
our /incere though mean Services, as an Honour done 
to him. Briefly , In him there is a Combination of 
Power and Love; The Power of the Deity with 
the Tenderneſs and Clemency of the Human Na- 
ture. He is the mighty God, and Prince of Peace, Ia. 
6.9. He tis a King juſt and powerful! againſt our Ene- 
mies, but mild and gentle to his People, Zec. 9. He 1s 
willing to remove from us all the Evils we cannot 
endure, our Sins and Sorrows ; and able to convey 
to us all the Bleflings we are capable to enjoy. In 
all his Glory he remembers that he is our Saviour. 
At the Day of Fudgment ( Tit. 2.13.) when he ſhall 
come with a Train of mighty Angels, he will be as 
tender of Man , as when he ſuffered on the Croſs. 
And from hence we may diſcover the Excellency of 
God's contrivance in uniting the Divineand Human 
Nature in our Redeemer, that he might have Abili- 
iy and £4ffjoz to qualify him for that great and 
bleſſed Work. Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, The Divine Wiſdom appears in the de{is- 
mation of the Perſon. For God reſolving to ſave 
Man in a way that is honourable to his Juſtice, it 
was expedient a Perſon in the Bleſſed Trinity ſhould 
be put into a State of Subjection, to endure the Pu- 
niſhment due to Sin ; but it was not convenient the 
Father ſhould : For, 

1. He muſt then have been ſent into the World, 
which 1s incongruous to the Relations that are be- 
tween thoſe glorious Perſons. For as they ſubſfiſt in 
a certain Order, ſo their Operations are according to 
the manner of their Subſiſtence. The Farther isfrom 
himſelf, and the j-// Motions in all things are aſcrib'd 
to him; the Sox 1s from the Father, and all his a&tons 
take their riſe from him. The Son can do nothing of him- 
ſelf, but what he ſeeth the Father do, Joh. 5. 19. Theef- 
feting our Redcxption is referr'd to the Father's 
Will as the Supreme Cauſe; Our Saviour upon his en- 
trance into the World to undertake that Work, 
declares , 1 come to do thy Will, O Ged, Heb. 10. 7. 
Upon this account the Apoſtle addreſſes his Thanks 
to the Father as the firſt Agent in our Salvation, 
Col. 1.12, Which is not to leſſen the Glory of the 
Son and Spirit, but to ſignify, that in the Accompliſh- 

ment of it, their working follows their Being. 

2. It was not fit that the Father ſhould be incar- 
ate, for he muſt then have ſuſtained the part of a 
Criminal, and appear'd in that Quality before the 
Supreme Judge : But this was not conſonant to the 
Order among the Perſons. For although they are of 
equal Majeſty, being of God, yet the Father is the 
fr# Perſon, and to him it belongs moſt congruouſly 
to be the Guardian of the Laws and Rights of 
Heaven, to exact Satisfation for Offences, and to 

receive Interceflions for the Pardon of the Penitenr. 

3. Neither was it fit that the Third Perſon ſhould 
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undertake that Work. For beſides the Sacrifice for 
Propitiation , it was neceſſary the Divine Power 
ſhould be exerted, to enlighten the Minds, and incline 
the Wills of Men to receive the Redeemer, that the 
Benefits of his Death might be applied to them (<c). 
Now the Redeemer is conſider'd as the Obje& , and 
the Holy Spirit as the Diſpoſer of the Faculty to 
receive it. And in the natural! Order of things , 
the Obje# muſt exiſt before the Operation of the Fa- 
culty upon it. There muſt be /;ght before the Eye can 
ſee. So in the diſpoſition of the Cauſes of our Salvation, 
the Redeemer muſt be ordain'd, and Salvationpurcha- 
ſed, before the Divine Power is put forth to enable the 
Soul to receive it ; and accordingly *tis the Office of 
theSpirit, who is the Power of God, Luk. 1. 35. andby 
whom the Father and the Son execute all things, to 
render efeFual the Redemption procured by the Sor. 

Briefly, the 1/ſjon of the Perſons is according to 
their Principle. The Father fends the Son to ac- 
guire Salvation for us ; Fehr 3. 17. the Son ſends 
the Spirit to apply it 5 John 16. 7. Thus there is no 
diſturbing of their Sacred Order 3 more particular- 
ly in appointing the Son to aſſume the Human Na- 
ture, and to reſtorc lapſed Man, the Wiſdom of God 
15 evident : For by that, 

I. The Properties of the Sacred Perſons are pre- 
ſerved entire: the ſame Title is appropriated to 
both Natures in our Mediator. His State on Earth 
correſponds with his State in Heaven. He is the or- 
ly Son from Eternity , ang the fr#-born in time : 
and the Honour due to the Eternal and Divine, and 
to the Temporal but Supernatural Sonſhip , is attribu- 
ted to Him. 

2. To unite the glorious Titles of Creator and 
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(c) Vid. 4myr, de Trin, 
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Redeemer in the ſame Perſon. The Father made 
the World by the Son , Heb. 1. 2. By this Title he 
had an origimal Propriety in Man , which could not 
be extinguiſh'd : Though we had forfeited our Right 
in him, he did not loſe his Rightin us. Our Con- 
tract with Satan could not »u/lify it. Now *twas 
conſonant that the Son ſhould be employ'd to recover 
his own, that the Creator in the Beginning ſhould 
be the Redeemer in the fulneſs of time. 

3. Who could more fitly reſtore us to Favour, 
and the Right of Children, than the only begotten, 
and only beloved Son, whois the ſingular andeverlaſt- 
ing Obje& of his Father's _ ? Our relation to 
God is an imitation and expreffion of Chriſt's. He 
is a Son by Nature, a Servant by Condeſcenſion ; we 
are Servants by Natzre, and Sons by Grace and Fa- 
vour, Eph. 1. 5. Our Adoption into the Line of Hea- 
ven is by the purchaſe of his Blood. The Eternal 
Son took fleſh, and was made under the Law , that we 
might receive the Adoption of Sons, Rom. 8. 29, Who 
was more fit to repair the Image of God in Man, 
and beautify his Nature , that was defiled with Sin, 
than the Son who 1s the expreſs Image of his Father's 
Perſon, Heb. 1. 3. and Brightneſs and Beauty it ſelf ? 
Who can better communicate the Divine Counſels 
to us, than the Erernal Word ? h 

4. The Wiſdom of God appears in making the 
Remedy to have a proportion to the Cauſe of our 
Ruin; that as we fell in 44am our Repreſentative, 
( I Cor, 15.22.) fo we are raiſed by Chriſt, the Head 
of our Recovery. The Apoſtle makes the compa- 
riſon between the fr/# and ſecond Adam; Rom. 5. 
18, 19. Therefore as by the Offence of one , Fudg- 
ment came upon all to Condemnation, even ſo by the 
Righteouſneſs of one, the free Gift came upon all Men to 
the Fuſt ification of Life. For as by one Man's Diſobe- 
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dience many were made Sinners, ſo by the Obedience of 
one many ſhall be made rTighreous (4). They are con- 
ſider'd as Cauſes of contrary Efe&#s. The Effetts 
are Sin and Righteouſneſs, Condemnation and Ju- 
ſtification. As the Diſobegdience of the firſt Adam 
15 meritoriouſly imputed to all his Natural Poſteri- 
ty, and -_ Death upon all ; ſo the Righteouſ- 
neſs of the ſecond is meritoriouſly imputed to all 
his Spiritual Progeny, to obtain Life for them. 
The Carnal Adam having loſt Original Righteouſ- 
neſs, derives a corrupt Nature to all that deſcend 
from him. And the Spiritual having by his Obe- 
dience purchaſed Divine Grace for us, ( that being 
the price without which ſo rich a Treaſure as Ho- 
lineſs could not be obtain'd ) conveys a vital Effi- 
cacy to renew his People. The ſame Spirit of Ho- 
lineſs which anointed our Redeemer, does quicken 
all his Race, that as they have born the Image of the 
Earthly, they may bear the Image of the Heawenly 
Adam : 1 Cor. 15. 49. | 
5. The Divine Wiſdom is viſible in the manner 
whereby our Redemprion is accompliſh'd ; that is, 
by the Humiliation of the Son of God. By this he 
did counterwork the Sin of Angels and Man Ce ). 
Pride is the Poiſon of every Sin, for in every one 
the Creature prefers his Pleaſure, and ſets up his 
Will above God's : but it was the ſpecial Sin of 4- 
dam. The Devil would have levell'd Heaven by an 
unpardonable Uſurpation ; he ſaid, 1 will be like 
the Moſt 1::h: and Man infected with his breath, 
( you ſha!! be like God ) became ſick of the ſame 
Diſeaſe. Now Chriſt that by the quality of the 
Remedy he might cure our Diſeaſe in its ſource 
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(4) /Emn'i rarione recuperavit nos Deus. Tertul, 
(e} Unuinquodgue eodem modo diflolyitur, quo conſtituitur. 
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and cauſe, applied to our Pride an unſpeakable Hu- 
mility. 

Man was guilty of the higheſt Robbery in affe&- 
ing to be equal with God, and the Eternal Son 
who was in the form of God, and equal to him in Ma- 
jeſty and Authority, P41. 2. 6. without Sacriledg 
or Uſurpation , he emptied himſelf by aſſuming 
the Human Nature 1n its Servile State. The Word 
as made Fleſh, John 1. 14. the meaneſt part is ſpe- 
cified, to ſignify the greatneſs of his Abaſement. 
There is ſuch an infinite diſtance between God and 
Fleſh, that the Condeſceniion is as admirable as 
the Contrivance. So great was the Malignity of 
our Pride, for the cure of which ſuch a profound 
Humility was requiſite. By this he deſtroyed the 
firſt work of rhe Dewil; 1 John. 3. 8. 

6. The Wiſdom of God appears in ordaining 
ſuch contemprible, and in appearance, oppoſite 
means, to accompliſh ſuch glorious Effets. The 
Way 1s as wonderful as the Work. That Chriſt 
by dying on the Croſs, a reputed Malefactor, 
ſhould be made our Eternal Rightecuſneſs ; that de- 
icending to the Grave, He thould bring up the 
loſt World to Life and Immortality, is fo incredi- 
ble to our narrow Underſtandings, that He ſaves us, 
and aſtoniſhes us at once. And in nothing *tis | 
more viſible, That the Thoughts of God are as far 
above our Thoughts, as his Ways abcve our Ways, as 
Heaven is above the Earth ; Iſa. 55. 8. "Tis a 
Secret in Phyſick to compound the moſt noble Reme- 
dies of things deſtructive to Nature, and thereby 
make one Death victorious over another : But that 
Eternal Life ſhould ſpring from Death, Glory from 
Ignominy, Blefſedneſs from a Curſe, is ſo repug- 
nant to Human Senſe, that to render the Belief 
of it eaſy, it was foretold by many Prophecies, that 
when 


\ 
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when it came to paſs, it might be look'd on as the 
effect of God's Eternal Counſel. The Apoſtle tells 
us, 1 Cor. 1. 23. that Chriſt crucified was to the Fews 
a ſtumbling-block, and to the Gentiles fooliſhneſs. The 
grand Sophies of the World eſteemed it abſurd and 
unreaſonable to believe, that He who was expoſed 
to Sufferings, cou'd ſave others : But thoſe who are 
called, diſcover that the Doctrine of Salvation, by 
the Croſs of Chriſt, which the World counted Folly, 
( wer. 24.) is the great I/:/dom of God, and moſt 
convenient for his end. A double reaſon is given 
of this Method. 

1. Becauſe the Henthc World did not find and 
own God in the way of Nature. For after that, in 
the IWiidom of God, the World by Wiſdom knew not 
God , if pleaſed Ged by the fooliſhneſs of Preaching, ro 
ſave them that beliczze, 2 Cor. 1. 21. The frame of 
the World is called the Wiſdom of God ; the 
name of the Cav/e is given to the Effe&, in regard 
the Divine Wiſdom is ſo clearly diſcovered there, 
as if ic had taken a viſible Form, and preſented it ſelf 
co the view of Men. But thoſe who profeſſed them- 
ſelrzes wiſe, did not acknowicdge the Creator : For 
ſome conceited the World to be eternal, others that 
it was the product of Chance, ( Rom. 1. 2g. ). and 
became guilty of rhe moſt abſolute Contradiction 
co Realun. For who can believe that one who is 
blind from his Birth , and by conſequence perfectly 
Ignorant of all Colours, and of the Art of Paint- 
ing , ſhould take a bundle of Pencils into his Hand, 
and dipyving them in Celours mixt and corrupted, 
Paint a great Bartel with that perfection in the De- 
fan, propriety in the Colors, diſtin&tion in the Ha- 
birs and Comntenances , as if it were not repreſented 
bur preſent ro the Spectators? Who ever faw a 
temp, or Palace, or any regular Building , ſpring 
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from the ory Bowels of a Mountain ? Yet ſome fa- 
mous Philoſophers became thus vain in their Imagi- 
nations, Rom. 1. 21. fancying that the World pro- 
ceeded from the caſual concourſe of Atoms. And 
the reſt of them negleted to know God fo far as 
they might, and to honour him ſo far as they knew. 
They debaſed the Deiry by unworthy Conceprtions 
of his Nature , and bv performing ſuch Acts of 
Worſhip , as were not fit for a rational Spirit to 
offer , nor for the pure Majeſty of Heaven to re- 
ceive. Beſides, they aſcribed his Name, Attributes, 
and Honour to Creatures : not only the Lights of 
Heaven, and the fecree Powers which they ſuppo- 
ſed did govern them ; not only Kings, and Great 
Men, who were by their Authority raiſed above 
others, but the moſt deſpicable things in Nacure, 
Beaſts and Birds were the Objects of their Adora- 
tion. They changed the Glory of the uncorruptible 
God, into an Image made like t a corruptivle Man, and 
to Birds, and four-footed Beaſts , and creeping things 3 
Rom. 1. 23. A Sin fo foul, that it betrayed them 


| to brutiſh Blindneſs, and to the moſt infamous Luſts, 


natural and annatural., Now ſince the moſt clear 
and open diſcovery of God's Wiſdom was ineffectu- 
al to reclaim the World, He was pleaſed to change 
his Method. They neglected Him appearing in his 
Majeſty, and he now comes cloathed with Ifirm:- 
ties : And ſince by natural Light they would not ſee 
God the Creator, He is imperceptible to the Light 
of Nature as Redeemer : The diſcovery of Him 
depends on Rewelation. The Wiſdom of God in 
making the World is evident to every Eye, but the 
Goſpel is W4ſdom in a Myſtery, x Cor. 2. 7. The 
Deity was conſpicuous in the Creation, but conceal'd 
under a vail of Fleſh when he wrought our Re- 
demption, Hg was more eaſily diſcover'd when in- 

H vilible, 
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vitihle , than when viſible : He created the World 
by Power, but reſtor'd it by Sufferings. 

2. That the Honour of all might ſolely redound 
to him. God kth choſen the fooliſh thmgs of the 
World to confound thc 3/2 5 and the week things of the 
World to confound the things that are mighty , and baſe 
things of the Worll , and things which are deſpiſed God 
hath choſen ; yea 5 and things that are not, to bring 
ro nought things that are, that no fleſh ſhou'd glory in by 
preſence : 1 Cor. 1. 27, 28, 29. Thus Moſes, the 
Redeemer of  ]/rae!, was an Infant expoſed to 
the Mercy of the Waters, drawn forth from an Ark 
of Bull-ruſhes , and not employed whilſt he lived 
in the Splendour of the Court, but when baniſh'd 
as a Criminal , and depriv'd of all Power. And 
our Redeemer took not on him the Nature of An- 
els, equal to Satan in Power, but took part of Fleſh 
and Blood (f), the more ſignally to triumph over 
that proud Spirit in the Human Nature which was 
inferior to his, and had been vanquiſht by him in 


Paradiſe, Therefore he did not immediately ex- Þ 
erciſe Omnipotent Power to deſtroy him , but ma- Þ 
nag'd our Weaknels and Infirmity to foil the roar- Þ 


ing Lion. He did not enter into the Combat in 
the Glory of his Deity , but diſguis'd under the 
Humane Nature, which was ſubje& to Mortality, 


And thus the Devil 1s overcome in the ſame manner 


as he firſt got the Victory : For as the whole Race 
of Man was captirated by him in Adam the Repre- 
{catative ; ſo Believers are victorious over him as 
the Temprer and Tormentor, by the Conqueſt that 
Chriſt their Repreſentative obtain'd in the Wilder- 
neſs, and on the Croſ6. And as our ruin was e&- 


(7) Non el Majeſtate nature ſuz, ſed habitu noſtre congr* 
diens, & nihil ei extorquens violeato dominatu, ſed ſuperans 
tege juſtitie, Parlin. | 
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feted by the Subtilty of Satan, ſo our recovery is 
wrought by the Wiſdom of God ; who takes zhe 
wiſe in their own Craftineſs; 1 Cor. 1. The Devil 
excited Judas by Avarice, the Fews by Malice, and 
Pilate from reaſon of State, to accompliſh the 
Death of Chriſt ; and he then ſeemed to be victo- 
rious. Now what was more honourable to the 
Prince of our Salvation, than the turning the Ene- 
mies point upon his own Breaſt, and by dying , 70 
overcome him that had the Power of Death ? Heb. 2. 14. 
This was ſignified in the firſt Promiſe of the Goſ- 
pel, where the Salvation of Man is inclos'd in the 
Curſe of the Serpent , that is , the Devil cloathed 
with that Figure, I ſhall bruiſe thy Head, and thou 
ſhalt bruiſe his Heel 5 Gen. 3. 15. That is, the Son 
of God ſhould by ſuffering in our Fleſh, overcome 
the Enemy of Mankind , and reſcue innumerable 
Captives from his Tyranny : Here the Events are 
moſt contrary to the probability of their Cauſe. 
And what is more worthy of God , than to obtain 
his ends in ſuch a manner, as the Glory of all may 
be in ſolidum aſcribed to Him 2? 

7. The Divine Wiſdom appears in laying the 
deſign of the Goſpel in ſuch a manner, as to pro- 
vide for the Comfort , and promote the Holineſs 
of Man. This is God's Signature upon all Heaven- 
ly Dodrines, which diſtinguiſhes them from Carnal 
Inventions; they have a dire& Tendency to promote 
his Glory , and the real Benefit of the Rational 
Creature : Thus the way of Salvation by Jeſus 
Chriſt , is moſt fit as to reconcile God to Man by 
ſecuring his Honour , ſo to reconcile Man to God 
by encouraging his Hope. Till this be effe&ted, he 
can never be happy in Communion with God : For 
that is nothing elſe but the reciprocal Exerciſe of 
Love between God and the Soul. Now nothing 
8c 2 can 
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can repreſent God as amiable to a guilty Creature, | 


but his inclination to Pardon. Whilſt there are 
apprehenſions of inexorable Severity, there will be 
hard Thoughts burning in the Breaſt againſt God : 
Till the Soul is releaſed from Terrors it can never 
eruly love him. To extinguiſh our Hatred, he muſt 
conquer our Fears, and this he hath done by giving 
us the moſt undoubted and convincing Evidence of 
his Aﬀections. 

r. By contracting the moſt intimate Alliance 
with Mankind. In this God is not only /ovely, but 
Lowe; I Joh. 4. 8, 9. and his Love is not only wiſ- 
ble to our Underſtandings, but to our Senſes : The 
Divine Nature in Chriſt is joined to the Humane, 
in an Union that is not typical or temporary, but 
real and permanent. The Word was made Fleſh ; 


John r.' And in him dwells the fulneſs of the Godhead 


bodily ; Col. 1. Now as Love is an Aﬀecdtion of Union, 
ſo the ſtricteſt Union is an Evidence .of the greateſt 
Lowe, The Son of God took the Seed of Abraham, 


( Heb. 2.) the orignal Element of our Nature, that 
our Intereſt in Him might be more clear and certain. 
He ſtoop'd from the height of his Glory to our low | 
Embraces, that we might with more Confidence lay | 


hold on his Mercy. 


NESS dots 


2. By providing compleat Satisfaction to offend- . 
cd Juſtice. The guilty convinced Creature is reſt- 
leſs, and inquiſitive after a way to eſcape the Wrath 


zo coze, For being under the apprehenſion that 
God is an incenſed Judge , *tis very ſenſible of the 
greatneſs and nearneſs of the Danger, there be- 
ing nothing between it and Ecernal Torments, but 
a thin vail of Fleſh. Now an abundant Satisfaction 
is made, that moſt effectually expiates and aboliſhes 
che guilt of Sin : That is a temporary Act, but of 
infinite Ev!l, being committed againſt an izfinire Ob- 
| | ject ; 
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; je&t ; the Death of Chriſt was a Temporary Pallion, 
| but of infinite value in reſpe&t of the Subject ; the 


Honour of the Law is fully repaired , ſo that God 


; is juſtly merciful , and diſpenſes Pardon to the Glory 


of bis Righteouſneſs. He hath ſet forth his Son to be 
a Propitiation through faith in his Blood , to declare his 
Righteouſneſs , that he might be juſt, and the juſtifier of 
him who believes in Feſus; Rom. 3. 25. And whacr 


{ ſtronger Security cam be given, that God is ready 
{ topardon Man, upon his accepting the terms of the 
| Goſpel , than the giving his Son to be our Atone- 


ment ? If the Stream 1well ſo high as to overflow 
the Banks, will it ſtop in a deſcending Valley ? 
Hath He with ſo dear an Expencce ſatisfied his Juſtice, 
and will he deny his Mercy to relenting and return- 
ing Sinners 2 This Argument 1s powerful enough to 
overcome the molt obſtinate Infidelity. 

3. By the unſpeakable Gift of his Son, he aflures 
our Hopes of Heaven, which is a Reward ſo great 


| and glorious, that our guilty Hearts are apt to 
# ſuſpect we ſhall never enjoy it. We are ſecure of 


his Faithfulneſs, having his infallible Promiſe ; and 
of his Goodneſs, having ſuch a Pledge in our Hands. 
As the Apoſtle argues, Rom. 8. 3 2. If he hath givm 
us his Son, will be not with him give us all things ? 
Will he give us the Tree of Life , and not permit 
us to eat of its Fruit ? Is it conceivable that having 


| laid the Foundation of our Happineſs in the Death 


of his Son, an AR to which his tender Aﬀection 
ſeem'd ſo repugnant, that He will not perform the 
reſt, which He can do by the meer ſignification of 
his Will ? *Tis an excellent encouragement St. Au- 
ffin propounds from hence ; Secyrus eſto accepturum 
te vitam ipſius , qui pignus habes mortis ipſins , VC. Be 
aſſured thou ſhalt partake of his Life, who haſt the 
Pledge of it in his Death. He hath performed more 
H 3 than 
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than He promiſed. *Tis more incredible that the 
Eternal ſhould die, than that a Mortal Creature 
ſhould live for ever. 


In ſhort ; Since no mortal Eye can diſcover the 


Heavenly Glory , to convince us of the reality of 
the inviſible State , and' to ſupport our departing 
Souls in their paſſage through the dark and terri- 
ble Valley, our Saviour role from the Grave, aſcend- 
ed in our Nature to Heaven, and is the model of 
our Happineſs : He is at the Right-hand of God 
to diſpenſe Life and Immortality to all that believe 
on Him. And what can be more comfortable to 


us , than the aſſurance of that Bleſſedneſs , which I 


as it eclipſes all the Glory of the World , ſo it makes 
Death it ſelf delicable in order to the enjoyment of 
it * 

2. As the Comfort , ſo the Holineſs of Man is 
moſt promoted in this way of our Redemption, 
Suppoſe we had been recovered upon eaſier terms, 
the Evil of Sin would have been leſſen'd in our 
eſteem; (We are apt to judge of the danger of a 
Diſeaſe from the difficulty of its Cure : Hunger is 
repured a {mall trouble, ( although if it be not ſatis- 
fied *twill prove deadly) becauſe a ſmall price will 
procure what may remove it; ) And the mercy that 
ſaves us , had not appeared fo great. He that falls 


into a Pit, and is drawn forth by an eaſy pull of | 


the Hand , doth not think himſelf greatly obliged 
to the Perſon that help'd him, though if he had 
remained there he muſt have periſh'd. But when 
the Son of God had ſuffered for us, more than 
ever one Friend ſuffer'd for another, or a Father 
for a Son, or thare the Strength and Patience of an 
Angel could endure ; who would: not be ſtruck 
with Horror at the thoughts of that Poiſon which 
required ſuch a dreadful Cure ? And the benefit we 
receive 
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receive in ſo coſtly a way, is juſtly magnified by as. 
Now what is more apt to inflame our Love to God, 
B than the admirable expreflion of his Love to us, 
he E- in that with the moſt precious Blood he ranſom'd 
of | us from Hell > How doth it endear Obedience, 
15 Þ that God hath ſacrificed his Son, to keep us from - 
1- = a&s of Hoſtility * So that the Grace of the 
d- Goſpel is ſo far from indulging Sin, that it gives 
of | the moſt deadly Wound to it. Eſpecially when the 
d Tencur of the New Covenant is, That the con- 


Ve I demned Creature, in order to receive Pardon, and 
O F. the Benefits that are purchaſed, muſt receive th2 
h Benefactor , with the moſt intire conſent , for his 
& | Prince and Saviour. The Law of Faith requires 


f | is to ſubmit to his Scepter, as well as to depend 
: upon his Sacrifice. The Gofpel is a conditional 
3 8 4# of OZlivion, that none may venture to fin upon 
1 confidence of Pardon. 


b And ſince the occaſion of the Fall was from a 
In conceit that Man could better his Eſtate by com- 
2 Þ plying with the Tempter , and obtain a more deſi- 
5 | rable Happineſs in the Creature, than in the Favour 
= © of God: His Recovery is by revealing to him 
"y. wherein true Blefſedneſs conſiſts ; and giving him 
t B an aſſurance that he may obtain it. For Man will 


ls B never ſubje& himſelf to God as his Higheſt Lord, 
f = till he looks on him as his laſt End, and Soveraign 
d Þ Good. Now the Goſpel offers to us the moſt ef- 
dB fecual means, to convince Man of the folly of his 
lk choice, in making the Creature his Happineſs. For 
1 the Son of God who was Heir of all things during 
TB his continuance in the World, was in the perpc- 
1 | tual exerciſe of Self-denial. He lived a deſpiſed 
| Life, and died an ignominious Death, to diſcover 
1 to us, that as the Miſeries of this Life can't make 
” | us cruly miſerable, ſo the Profperities of it can't 
: H 4 make 
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make us truly happy. Beſides , how is it poflible 
that the wretched enjoyment of this World , ſhould 
be the Blefſednefs for which He ſpent his Sweat, his 
Tears , his Blood ? The rich price he laid down 
doth moſt powerfully convince us, That our Felici- 
ty 15 infinitely more valuable than all earthly things, 
and can be no leſs than the fruition of God himſelf, 
Thus the Divine Wiſdom hath ſo ordered the way 
of our Salvation, that as Mercy and Juſtice in God, 
{o Holineſs and Comfort may be perfealy united in 
the reaſonable Creature. | 


CHAP. VI. 


Prafical Inferences, A ſuperlative degree cf Praiſe 
and Thankfulneſs due to God for the revelation of the 
Goſpel. *Tis mot diſcovered by the Creation. *Ti: 
above the reach of Natural Reaſon. The Heathen 
Ivorld is intirely ignorant of it. *Tis pure Grace 
hat diftinguiſhes one Nation from another , in ſend- 
:27 the Goſpel. Evangelical Knowledge deſerves our 
moſ# ferrous ſtudy. The Goſpel exceeds all contem- 
plative ard practick Sciences. Contemplative # 
be greatneſs of its Object, and the certainty of its 
Principle, Practick in the excellency of its End, and 
:e efficacy of the Means, 


I, ww HAT a Superlative degree of Praiſe and 
Thankfulneſs is due to God , for reveal- 

ing his eternal and compaſſionate Counſel in order 
tO our Salvation ? The Fall of Man was ſo wound- 
ing and deadly, that only an Ifnite Underſtand- 
ing could find out the means for his Recovery. And 
it that Mercy which moved the Lord to ordain the 
Remedy,- had not diſcover'd it, a thick cloud or De- 
| | Pair 


fn Contriving Yan's Redemption. x05 


ſpair had cover'd Mankind , being for ever unable 
to conceive the way of our Redemption. *Tis a 
Myſtery which Eye hath not ſeen , nor Ear heard , 1 
hath entred into the Heart of Man to conceive, 1 Cor. 2. 
All Humane Knowledpge is acquir'd by 129 forts of 
Faculties ;3 the external and internal, Of the jr, 
Sight and Hearing are the moſt ſpiritual, and con- 
vey the knowledge of the moſt worthy Objects. 
They are the Senſes of Diſcipline, the other zhree 
are 172mer(# in matter, and are incapable to make 
ſuch clear diſcoveries. Beſides thoſe impreflions thar 
are made on the ſenſes, we may form 7 ws Ideas in 
the imagination ; 'upon which the mind refle&ting 
may argue and diſcourſe ; Thus far the light and 
vigor.of the underſtanding can only go. So that 
the Apoſtle declares that the whole plot of the Gol- 
pel was without the compaſs of our moſt ſearching 
faculties. This will be evident by conſidering, 

x. There was no diſcovery of it in the Creation : 
The Voice of the Heavens inſtrudts us concerning the 
Being of God , but not in the ſecrets of his Will. 
The Oeconomy. of Man's Redemption is the mer- 
ciful deſign of God, which hath no connexion with 
the exiſtence of the Creatures, but depends only up- 
on his good pleaſure. *Tis as impoflible to read the 
Divine Decrees in the Volume of the World, as for 
the eye to diſcover a Sound, which hath neither Fi- 
gure, Colour, nor viſible Motion. Beſides, the Glo- 
rious Nature of God in Three Perſons, which is the 
Foundation of this Myſterious Mercy, is not made 
known by the viſible frame of the Univerſe. *Tis 
true, in all external Works the Three Perſons are 
equally concerned : Being of one Eſſence, they are 
of one Efficacy ; and the Eſſential perfe&tions of the 
Deity as they concur, ſo they are evident in the pio- 
duction of all things, The firſt motive is Goodneſs, 
Rows, 
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Rom. 1. 20. that which orders and direQs is Wiſ- 
dom , that which executes is Power. And the ſe- 
veral ranks of Creatures , according to their ſtate, 
reflect an honour on their Author. Things endued 
with Life, declare him to be the Fountain of Life, 
and intelle@tual Crreatures repreſent him tobe the Fa- 
ther of Lights. But the perſonal Being, as perſonal, 
operating nothing out of the Divine Nature, there 
is no reſemblance in the World that expreſſes the 
Diſtin&ion, Propriety , and Singularity of the Per- 
ſons, ſo as to diſcover them to the human Under. 
ſtanding. Thoſe deeper Myſteries of the Deity are 
only made known by the Word of God. 

2, *Tis above the ſtrain and reach of natural Rea- 
fon to attain to the knowledge of it. There are ſe- 
minal ſparks of the Law in the Heart of Man, Rom. 
2. 15, fome common Principles of Piety, Juſtice, and 
Charity, without which the World would ſoon dif- 
band, and fall into confuſion ; but there is not the 
leaſt preſumption or conjecture of the contrivance of 
the Goſpel. Though Miſery ſharpens the Mind, and 
makes 1t more ingenious to find out ways of Deliver- 
ance , yet here Reaſon was utterly at a loſs. How 
could it ever enter into the thoughts of the 7raelter, 
that by erecting a Brazen Serpent on a Pole , and 
looking towards it, the wounds made by the Fiery 
Serpents ſhould be healed ? And how could guilty 
Man find out a wav to fatisfy Infinite Juſtice by the 
Sufferings of a Mediator , and to heal the wounded 
ſpirit by believing on him ? The moſt inquiring 
Reaſon could never have thought of the Wonders of 
the Incarnation, that a Virgin ſhould conceive, and 
a God be born ; nor of the Death of the Prince of 
Life, and the ReſurreQion , and Aſcenſion of the 
Lord of Glory. We may ſee how impoſlible it is 
for the natural underſtanding to diſcover the myſte- 
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ry of Redemption, when thoſe that had the higheſt 
reputation for Wiſdom were ignorant of the Crea- 
tion. The Philoſophers were divided in nothing 
more, than in their account of the World's Original. 
(g) Some imagin'd it to proceed from Water, 
others from Fire ; ſome from Order, others from 
Confuſion ; ſome to be from Eternity , others in 
Time. If the Soul's eye be ſo weakened as not to ſee 
that Eternal Power, which is ſo apparent in its ef- 
fets, much leſs could it pierce into the Will , and 
free Determinations of God, of which there is not 
the leaſt intimation or ſhadow in the things that are 
made. This Wiſdom comes from above, and was 
hidden from Ages and Generations. Rom. 16. 5. *Tis cal- 
led the Myfery of Chriff 5 Ephel. 3. 4. He is the Ob- 
je&t , and Revealer of it : The A/tery of Faith, 
1 Tim. 3. 9. the diſcovery of which was by pure 
Revelation : The Myſery of his Will, Ephel. 1. 9. 
an inviolable Secret till he was pleaſed to make 
it known. Were the Humane Underſtanding as 
clear as *tis corrupt, yet it cannot by the ſtrengeh 
of diſcourſe arrive to the knowledge of it. Su- 
pernatural Revelation was neceſſary to diſcover 
it to the Angels. The Thoughts of Men are a 
ſecret , into which the Creator alone had right to 
enter, 2 Chron. 6. 3o. it being his Prerogative to 
ſearch the Heart; the Angels conjecture only, from 
the diſpoſitions of Men , from outward circumſtan- 
ces, from the Images in the Fancy, and from mate- 
rial imprefſions on the Blood and Spirits, what are 
the thoughts of the Heart : And much leſs can they 
diſcover the Counſel of God himſelf. The Apoſtle 


tells us, Epheſ. 3. 10. To Principalities and Powers. 


(2) Facilis inter Horologia quam inter Philoſophos convenier, 
Senec, 
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in Heavenly places , by the Church the manifold Wiſdom 
of God is made known. By the firſt coming of Chriſt, 
and the converſion of the World, the depths of the 
Divine Wiſdom were opened , and there remains 
much undiſcover'd, which his ſecond Coming ſhall 
gloriouſly make known. Before the firſt they un- 
derſtood not the foundation, till the ſecond not the 
perfection of our Recovery. Briefly, the Spirit that 
ſearches the Myſterious Counſels of God , 1 Cor. 2. 10. 
i5 the alone Intelligencer of Heaven, that reveals 
them to the World. And the more to incite us with 
ſincere and humble Thankfulneſs to acknowledge 
this invaluable Mercy, it will be uſeful to refle& on 
the ſtate of the Heathen World , who are intirely 
i2norant of this Myſtery. 

The Apoſtle deſcribes the caſe of the Gentiles in 
fuch terms as argue it to be extreamly dangerous, 
if not deſperate. Epheſ. 2. 12. Their underſtandings 
were darkned , being alienated ſrom the life of God, 
through the ignorance that 1s in them, They were without 
Chriſt, aliens from the Commonwealth of Iſrael , ſtran- 
gers from the Covenant of the Proziſe, without hope. 
They had no ſenſe of their Miſery, no expectation, 
nor delire of Mercy. Not only che barbarous and 
favage, but the poliſhe and civiliz'd Nations are 
called 4%, being without the knowledge of the 
trae God, and of a Saviour. Philoſophy never made 
one Believer. And as the want of a Sovereign Re- 
medy expoſes a Man that hath a mortal Diſeaſe to 
certain ruin ; fo the ſingle Tgnorance of the Goſpel 
leaves Men in a ſtate of Perdition. *Tis true, where 
the Faculties are not capable , or the Object is not 
revealed , God doth not impute the want of Know- 
ledp asa crime. But Salvation is obtain'd only by the 
Covenant of Grace, whichis founded in the Satis- 
Faction of th: Redzemer. And 'tis by rhe knowledp 
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of him that he juſtifies many. Tfa. 53. 11. God would 
have all Men ſaved by coming to the knowledge of the 
Truth, 1 Tim. 2. 4. that is the Doctrine of the Goſ- 
pel, ſo called in reſpect of its excellency, being the 
moſt profitable that ever was reveal'd. The Infants 
of Believers are fav'd by ſpecial Privilege , for the 
merits of Chriſt, without any apprehenſion of him. 
But others who are come to the uſe of Reaſon, are 
made partakers of Bleſſedneſs by the Knowledge of 
God in Chriſt. This is Life Eternal, to know Thee to 
be the only true God , and Feſus Chriſt whom thou haſt 
ſent, John 17. 3. The Sun quickens ſome Creatures 
by its vital Influences, which are buried in the caves 
of the Earth, and never ſee the Light. But the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs illuminates all whom he ſaves. What 
degree of Knowledge is neceſſary of the Dignity of 
his Perſon, and the Efficacy of his Mediation, I can- 
not determine : But that the Heathens, who are ab- 


 ſolutely ſtrangers to the only means of our recovery, 


and do not believe on God reconciled in the Son of 
his Love, ſhould partake of ſaving Mercy ; I do not 
ſee any thing in the Goſpel ( which is the Revelation 
of God's Will concerning our Salvation ) upon which 
to build a rational Hope. Indeed if any Heathen 
were ſeriouſly penitent, God is fo merciful, that He 
would rather diſpatch an Angel from Heaven, 
ſaying, Deliver him from going down into the pit, I have 
found a ranſome, or by ſome extraordinary way in- 
ſtruc him in the necelſary knowledge of our Saviour, 
than ſuffer him to periſh. But Repentance as well 
as Forgiveneſs is purchaſed and diſpenſed alone by 
our Saviour, A4#s 5. 31. And that any received this 
benefit, who are intirely ignorant of the Benefacor, 
we cannot tell, Now this ſhould raiſe our eſteem 
of the di/criminating fayour of God to us, 


What 
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What a flood of Errors and Mifſeries cover'd the 
Earth , when the Grace of God that brings Salvation 
firſt appeared ? The Deluge was univerſal, and fo was 
che Deſtruction. Thoſe that were moſt renowned 

for Wiſdom , thePhiloſophers of Greece , and the 
Orators of Rome, were {wallowed up, only the 
Church of Chriſt is triumphant over the mercileſs 
Waters. When Noah from the top of the Moun- 
tain ſaw the ſad remains of that dreadful Inundati- 
ons, what a lively ſenſe of Joy poſleſt his breaſt 2 As 
Miſery is heightened, ſo Happineſs is ſet off by com- 
pariſon : (+) Not that there is any regular content 
co ſee the deſtruction of others ; but the ſenſe of our 
own preſervation from a common ruin , raiſes our 
joy to its higheſt elevation. The fr work of Noah 
aſter his deliverance was to build an Altar, on which 
to offer the Sacrifices of Thankſgiving to his Preſer- 
ver. (;) We ſhould imitate his Example. 

How many Nations unknown to our World re- 
main in the Darkneſs and Shadow of Death , now 
the Day-ſpring from on high hath viſited us ? This 
ſpecial Favour calls for ſpecial Thankfulneſs. Were 
there any qualities in us to incline God to prefer us 
before others, it would leſſen our eſteem of the Be- 
nefit” But this diſtinguiſhing Mercy is one of thoſe 
ree Acts of God, for which there is no reaſon in 
the Obje&ts on which they are exerciſed. St. Auſtin 
calls it, Pro'undum Crucis. (k) As the loweſt part 
of the Croſs is under ground unſeen, but the upper 
part is 2xpoſed to ſight : So the effe#s of Divine Pre- 
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(4) Eft miſer nemo niſi comparatus. (z) Non quia vexari quen- 
q!5 eſt ſincere voluptas ; Sed quibus ipſe malis careas, quia cernere 
ſuave eſt, Lucrer.(&) Quare ergo illi datum eſt, 8 illi non datum ? 
Non me pigert dicere, hoc eſt profundum Crucis. Admiratione ex- 
clamare poſſum, diſputatione demonſtrare non poſſum, quam 
m:gnifica funt opera rua Domine! Aug, de Verb. 4poſtol. Serm. 7. 
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deft ination , the fruits of the Croſs, are viſible , bur 

che Reaſons are not within our view. When God 
divided the World , and choſe Trae! for his Heritage 

to receive the promiſe of the Meſſiah, and left the 

reſt in thick and diſconſolate darkneſs, there was 

no apparent cauſe of this inequality ; for they all 
ſprang from the ſame corrupt root , and equally de- 
ſerv'd a final rejection. There was no ſingular good 
in them, nor tranſcendent evils in others. The un- 
accountable Pleaſure of God was the ſole motive of 
the different Diſpenſation. Our Saviour breaks 
forth in an extaſy of Joy, I thank thee, O Father, 
Lord of Heawen and Earth, that thou haſt hid theſe 
things from the wiſe and prudent, and revealed them un- 
to babes ; even ſo, Father, for ſo it ſeemed good in thy 
ſight. *Tis the Prerogative of God to reveal the ſe- 
crets of the Kingdom to whom he pleaſes. Mart. 
13. Il. *Tis an a& of pure Grace, putting a differ- 
ence between one Nation and another, with the 
ſame liberty ; as in the Creation of the ſame indi- 
geſted matter He form'd the Earth, the dregs of the 
Univerſe, and the Sun and Stars the Ornaments of 
the Heavens, and the glory of the viſible World. 
How can we refle& on our Spiritual Obligations to 
Divine Grace without a rapture of Soul 2 The cor- 
ruption of Nature was univerſal, our Ignorance as 
perverſe, and our Manners as prophane as of other 
Nations, and we had been condemn'd to an eternal 
Night, if the Light of Life had not graciouſly ſhin'd 
upon us. This ſhould warm our hearts in affectio- 
nate acknowledgments to God, Who hath made known 
to us the riches of the glory of this Myſtery, amongſt the 
Gentiles ; Col. 1. 26. 27. and with that Revelation 
the concomitant Power of the Spirit, to tranſlate us 
from the kingdom of darkneſs into the Kingdom of bis dear 
Son, If tiiz Publication of the Law by the —_—_ 
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of Angels to the Traelires were ſuch a Privilege tha 
*tis reckon'd their peculiar Treaſure : He hath ſhewed 
his Statutes unto Iſrael ; He hath not dealt ſo with any 
Nation ; Pal. 147. 19, 20. What is the Revelation 
of the Goſpel by the Son of God Himſelf ? For al- 
though the Law is obſcured and defaced fince the 
Fall, yet there are ſome ingrafted Notions of it in 
the humane Nature, but there is not the leaſt ſuſpi- 
cion of the Goſpel. The Law diſcovers our Miſery, 
but the Goſpel alone ſhews the way to be delivered 
from it. If an Advantage ſo great and ſo precious 
doth not touch our hearts ; and in poſlefling it with 
joy, if we are not ſenſible of the ingagement the Fa- 
ther of Mercies hath laid upon us, we ſhall be the 
ungratefulleſt wretches in the World. 

2. This incomprehenſible Myſtery is worthy of 
our moſt ſerious thoughts and ſtudy , that we may 
arrive to a fuller knowledge of it. And to incite 
us, it will be fit to conſider thoſe excellencies, which 
will rendcr it moſt deſirable. Knowledge is a qua- 
lity ſo eminent, that it truly ennobles one Spirit 
above another. As Reaſon is the ſingular Ornament 
of the humane Nature, whereby it excels the Brutes 
ſo in proportion Knowledg, which is the perfeion 
of the Underſtanding, raiſes thoſe who are poſleſ- 
fors of it , above others that want it. The Teſti- 
mony of Solomon confirms this, Ecclef. 2. 13. Then 1 


faw that Wiſdom excels Folly as far as Light excelleth © 


Darkneſs. And according to the Nature and quality 
of Knowledge, ſuch is the am it brings to 
us. Now the Doctrine of the Goſpel excels the 


moſt noble Sciences , as well contemplative as 
practick : Ir excels the contemplative in the ſubli- 
_ of the Objec, and in the certainty of ics Prin- 
ciple. 
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x, In the ſublimity and greatneſs of the Objed 2 
and it is no leſs than the higheſt deſign of the Eter- 
nal Wiſdom , the moſt glorious Work of the great 
God. In the Creation his footſteps appear, in our 
Redemption his Image : In the Law his Juſtice and' 
Holinefs, but in the Goſpel all his Perfections ſhine 
forth in their brighteſt luſtre. The bare Theory of 
this inriches the Mind, and the contemplatior: of it ' 
affets the Soul , that is converſant about it , with 
" higheſt admiration, and moft ſincere and laſting 
—_— CC -  Þ 

1. It affes the Soul with the higheſt admiration. 
The ſtrongeſt Spirits cannot comprehend its juſt 
greathels : The Underſtanding ſinks under the 
weight of Glory. (1) The Apoſtle who had ſeen 
the light of Heaven, and had ſuch knowledge as ne- 
ver any man before ; yet upon conſidering one part 
of the Divine Wiſdom, breaks forth in aſtoniſh- 
ment, Oh che depth of the riches of the Wiſdom and 
Knowledgs of God ! How unſearchale are his Decrec:, 


| and his ays paſt finding out ! "Tis fit when we have 


ſpent the ſtrength of our minds in the conſideration 
of this excelling Obje&, and are at the end of our 
ſubtiley , to ſupply the defe&ts of our underitandings 
with Admiration. As the P/almi/ expreſſes him- 
felf, Lord, how wonderful are thy thoughts to us-ward ! 
The Angels adore this glorious Myſtery with an 
humble Reverence. . 1 Per. x. 12. The admiration 
that is cauſed by it, is a principal delighc of rh: 
Mind : *Tis true, the wonder that proceeds from 
Iznorance ( when the cauſe of ſome viſible effect is 


————— 
a. 


(1) Neque enim quicquam haber in fe , hujus materiz tra-- 
Qatio pulchrius,'cum-cuntta habeaf furura' uſut, quarn qudd bo- 
mirfes mmagnificanrix ſux derinet, nec mercede {cd mu; aculo coli. 
fur, Senes, 


F got 


La 


I 14 The Parmony of the Oivine Attributes 


not known, is the imperfeFion and torment of the Spi- 
Tit ; but that which ariſeth from the knowledge of 
thoſe things which are moſt above our conception and 
our hope, is the higheft advancement of our Minds, and 
brings the greateſt ſatistaction to the Soul. Now 
the contrivancs of our Redemption, was infinitely 
above the flight of Reaſon, and our expectation, 
i/hen the Lord turned the Cantivity of Sion, they were a; 
in @ dream : Pfal. 126. 1. The way of accompliſhing 
it was ſo incredible, that it ſeem'd rather the Picture 
of Fancy, than a real Deliverance: And there is far 
greater reaſon that the reſcuing of us from the 
Powers of Hell, and the reftoring us to Liberty and 
Glory by Chriſt, ſhould raiſe our wonder. The 
Goſpel is called 2 marvellous Light, 1 Per. 2. 9. up- 
on the account of the Objeds it diſcovers. But ſuch 
a perverſe judgment is in men, that they neglet 
rhole things which deſerve the higheſt admiration, 
and ſpend their wonder on meaner things. Artis 
more admir'd than Nature: A counterfeit eye of 
Crx/tai , winch hath neicher ſight nor motion , that 
the living Eye , the Sun of the little World , that di: 
recs thewhole Man. And the effects of Nature are 
more admir'd, than the ſublime and ſupernatural 
works of Grace. Yet theſe infinitely exceed the 
other. The World is the work of God's hand , but 
the Goſpel is his Plot, and the chiefeſt of all hi 
ways. What a combination of Wonders is there 
in the great Myſtery of Godlineſs ! Thar he who 
fills Heaven and Earth, ſhould be confin'd to the Vir 
gin's Womb ; that Life ſhould die, and being dead 
revive ! that Mercy ſhould triumph without an) 
diſparagement to Juſtice! Theſe are Miracles that 
tranſcend all that is done .in Nature. And this ap- 
pears by the Judgment of God himſelf , who belt 


knows the exceilency of his own works, For where 
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as upon the finiſhing the firſt Creation, he ordain'd 
the Seventh Day , that reaſonable Creatures might 
more folemnly aſcribe to him the Glory of his At- 
tributes , which are viſible in the things that are 
made ; he hath upon the compleating our Redemp- 
tion, by the raiſing of Chriſt from the Dead, made 
the Firſ® Day ſacred for his Service and Praiſe, 
there being the cleareſt Illuſtration of his Perfe&i- 
ons in that bleſſed Work. God is more pleaſed 
in the contemplation of the New World, than of 
the Old. The latter by its extraordinary Magni- 
ficence hath leſſen'd the dignity of the former, as 
the greater Light obſcures the leſs. Therefore the 
Sabbath is changed into the 'Lord*'s-Day. And what 2 
juſt reproach is it to Man that he ſhould be inob- 
ſervant and unaffected with this glorious Mercy, 
wherein he may always find new cauſe of Admira- 
tion ? O Lord, how great are thy Works ! and thy 


Thoughts how deep ! A bruitiſh Man knoweth not , net- 


ther doth a Fool underſtand this ; Pal. 92. 5, 6. The 

admiring of any other thing in compariſon of this 

rn , is the effe& of Inconſideration , or Inft- 
elity. 

2, It produces the moſt ſincere and laſting Plea- 
ſure. As the Taſte is to Meat, to allure us to feed 
for the ſupport of our Bodies ; that is delight to 
Knowledge , to excite the Mind to ſeek after it, 
But its vaſt Capacity can never be fatisfied with 
the knowledge of inferior things. The Pleaſure is 
more in the acquiſirion, than in the poſſeflion of ir. 
For the Mind is diverted in the ſearch, but having 
attained to that Knowledge which cannot fill the 
rational Appetite, *tis diſguſted with the Fruits of 
its Travel, and ſeeks ſome other Obje& to relieve 
its Languor. From hence it is , that Variety is the 
ſpring of Delight, and Pleaſure is the product of 

I 2 - Novelty, 
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Novelty. We find the pleaſure of the firſt taſte 


in learning ſomething new , is always moſt ſenfi- 
ble. The moſt elegant Compoſitions, and excellent 
Diſcourſes , which ravi{h'd at the firſt reading , yet 
repeated often, are nauſeous' and irkſome. The 
exerciſe of the Mind on an Object fully known, 1s 
unprofitable, and therefore tedious : Whereas by 
curning the Thoughts on ſomething elſe, it may 
acquire new knowledg. But the Apoltle tells that 
the Myſtery of our Redemption contains all the 
Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledg , Col. 2. to fignt- 
fv thcir excellence, and abundance : The anſearch- 
able Riches of Grace are laid up in it. There is inft- 
nite variety and perpetual matter for the inquiry 
of the moſt excell?nt Underſtanding : No created 
Reaſon is able to reach its height, or ſound its 
depths : By the continual ſtudy, and increaſe in the 
knowledge of it, the Mind enjoys a perſeverin 
Pleaſure, that far exceeds the ſhort vehemence > 
ſenſual Delights. 

3. It excels other Sciences in the certainty of 
its Principle, which 1s Divine Revelation. Hu- 
man Sciences are built upon uncertain Maximes, 
which being admitted with Precipitation, and not 
confirm'd by ſufficient Experiments, the Mind is 
fatished with appearances, inſtead of real certain- 
ty. And from hence *tis, that upon ſevere inquiry 
into matters of Fact , thoſe Doctrines which were 
received in one Age are diſcover'd to be falfe in 
another. Modern Philoſophy diſcards the Anci- 
ent. But the Doctrine of Salvation is the Word of 
Truth , that came from Heaven , and bears the 
Characters and Marks of its Divine Deſcent, *Tis 
confirmed by the Demonſtration of the Spirit , and of 
Power , x Cor. 2. 4. *Tis always the ſame, un- 
changeable as God the Author, and Chriſt the Qb- 
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jet of it, who is the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for 
ever ; Heb. 13. And the knowledg which the fin- 
cere and enlightened Mind hath of it, is not uncer- 
tain Opinion , but a clear , ſolid and firm Appre- 
henſion. *Tis a Contemplation of the Glory of God 
with open face 5 2 Cor. 3. 18. This appears by the 
Effects it produces in thoſe that have received the 
true tincture of it in their Souls, they deſpiſe all 


things which Carnal Men admire, in compariſon of 


this ineſtimable Treaſure. 

2. The Doctrine of the Goſpel exceeds all pra- 
Qick Sciences in the excellency of its-end, and the 
efficacy of the means to obtain it. 

The end of it is, the ſupreme Happineſs of Man : 
The reſtoring of him to the Innocence and Excel- 
lency of his firſt ſtate. And the means are appointed 
by ?fnite Wiſdom , ſo that the moſt infſuperable 
ObFacles are removed : And theſe are the Juſtice .of 
God that condemns the guilty, and that ſtrong and 
obſtinate Averfion which is in corrupted Man from 
true Felicity. Here is a Mediator reveal'd, who is 
able to ſave to the uttermoſ# 5 Heb. 7. 25. who hath 
quench'd the Wrath of God by the Blood of his 
Divine Sacrifice : Who hath expiated Sin by the va- 
lue of his Death , and purifies the Soul by the vir- 
tue of his Life , that ir may conſent to its own 
Salvation. No lefs than a Divine Power could per- 
form this Work. From hence the ſuperlative Ex- 
cellency of Evangelical Knowledg doth ariſe : A} 
other Knowledg is unprofitable without it, and that 
alone can make us perfetly bleſſed 3 This is Life 
eternal, to know thee, and TFeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt 
ſent ; Joh. 17. 3. I will briefly conſider how ineffectual 


all other knowledg is, whether Natural, Politica, or 


Aforal, to recover us from our Miſery. 


I 3 ' The 
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The moſt exact infight into Natura! things 
leaves the Mind blind and poor, ignorant of Hap- 
pineſs, and the way to it. Solomon, who had an 
extraordinary meaſure of Natural Knowledge, and 
was able to ſet a juſt price upon it, tells us, that 
the increaſe of Knowledge was attended with proport iona= 
ble degrees of Sorrow, Ecclef. x. For the more a Man 
knows , the more he diſcerns the inſufficiency of 
that knowledge to ſupply his Defects, and ſatisfy his 
Deſires. He was therefore weary of his Wiſdom, 
as well as of his Folly. The Devils know more 
than the profoundeſt Philoſophers ; yet their Know- 
ledge doth not alleviate their Torments. *Tis not 
only inſufficient to prevent Miſery , but will more 
expoſe to it by enlarging the Faculties , and making 
them more capable of Torment. *Tis the Obſer- 
vation of St. Ambroſe, That when God diſcovered 
the Creation of the World to Moſes, He did not 
inform him of the greatneſs of the Heavens, the 
number of the Stars , their 4/pe&s and Influences ; 
whether they derive their Light from the Sun , or 
have it inherent in their own Bodies ; from whence 
Eclipſes are cauſed ; how the Rainbow is painted ; 
how the Winds fly in the Air., or the cauſes of the 
ebbing and flowing of the Sea : but ſo much as might 
be a foundation of Faith and Obedience, and left 
the reſt, Quaſi marceſcentis ſapientie wanitates, as 
the Vanities of periſhing Wiſdom , ( Ambre/. p. 6. 
Hexam. c. 2.) The moſt m__— Philoſopher, tho 
encompalſt with theſe ſparks , yet if ignorant of the 
Redeemer, ſhall lie down m ſorrow for ever. 

And as Natural, ſo Political Knowledge in order 
to the governing of Kingdoms and States, hath no 
Power to confer Happineſs upon Man. It concerns' 
not his main Intereſt, *tis terminated within the com- 
paſs of this ſhort Life , and provides not for m__ 
an 
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and Eternity. The Wiſdom of the World is Folly 


in a diſguiſe , a ſpecious Ignorance, which altho ic 
may ſecure the Temporal State, yet it leaves us 
naked and expoſed to Spiritual Enemies who war 


| againſt the Soul, And all the Moral Knowledge 


which is treaſur'd up in the Books of the Hea- 
thens, is inſufficient to reſtore Man to his Original 
Integrity and Felicity. Reaſon ſees that Man 3s ig- 
norant, and guilty, mortal, and miſerable ; that he 
is tranſported wich vain Patliions, and tormented 
with Accuſations of Conſcience, but it could not 
redreſs theſe Evils. Corrupt Nature is like an im- 
perfe&t Building that lies in Rubbiſh, the Imper- 
feftion is viſible, but not the way how to finith it :; 
for through the ignorance of the firſt delign, every 
one follows his own fancy ; whereas when the Ar- 
chite&t comes to finiſh his own Proje&, ir appears 
regular and beautiful. Thus the various directions 
of Philoſophers to recover fallen Man out of his 
Ruins, and to raiſe him to his firſt State, were vain. 
Some glimmerings they had , that the Happineſs 
of the reaſonable Nature conſiſted in its Union with 
God ; but in order to this, they propounded ſuch 
means as were not only ineffectual, but oppolite. 
Such is the Pride and Folly of Carnal Wiſdom, that 
to bring God and Man together, it advances Man, 
and deprefſes God. The Stocks aſcribed to their 
Wiſe Man (») thoſe Prerogatives whereby he 
equall'd their Supreme God, They made him the 
Archite& of his Virtue and Felicity, and to vie 
with Fupiter himſelf , to be one of his Peers. 
Others reduced the Gods to live like Men, and Men 
like Beaſts, by placing Happineſs in ſenſual Plea- 


—— 


(m) Sapiens cum Diis ex pari vivit. Deorum Socius, non 
Supplex, Controverſiam facit Diis de Felicitats, Scnec. 
I 4. ſures. 
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fares. Thus , inſtead of curing , they fomente- 
the hereditary and principal Diteaſes of Ml an 
kind , Pride, and Concupiſcence , which at firſt 
caus'd the Separation of Man from God, and infi- 
nitely increaſe the diſtance between them. For 
what Sins are more contrary to the Majeſty and 
Purity of God than Pride , which robs him of his 
Honour ; and Carnal Luſt, which turns a man into 
a Beaſt ? Beſides, all their Inventions to expiate 
Sin, to appeaſe the Deity, and make him favoura- 
ble, to calm the Conſcience, were frivolous and 
unprofitable. And their moſt generous Principles, 
and accurate Precepts , were ſhort of that Purity 
and Perfetion wherewith Moral Duties are per- 
form'd to God and Men. Briefly, they waſted their 
Candle in vain , in ſearching for the way to true 
Happineſs. Put God who created Man for the en- 
joyment of himſelf , hath happily accompliſh'd his 
Eternal Decree , by the work of our Redemption, 
wherein his own Glory 1s moſt viftible. And the 
Goſpel which reveals this to us , humbles whom 
it juſtifies, and comforts thoſe that were condemn- 
ed : It abaſes more than the Law , but without 
deſpair ; and advances more than Nature could, 
but without Prefumption. The Mediator takes 
away the guilt of our old Sins, and our Inclination 
to new Sins : We are not only reſtor'd, but exalted, 
made H::rs of God, jornt=heirs with Chrift s Rom. 8. 
17. For theſe Reaſons the Apoſtle ſets fo high a 
value pun the Heavenly Doctrine, that reveals a 
Saviour to the undone World. He deſired to know 
zothing but f:ius Chrif®, and him crucified, 1 Cor. 2. 2. 
He deſpiſeth all Pharifaical and Philoſophical 
Learning m cormpariſen of the Excellency of the Know- 
tedge of Chrift Feſrs 5 Phil. 3. 8. Other Knowledg 
{wells the Mind , and increaſes the eſteem of our 
He ſelves, 
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ſelves, this gives us a ſincere view of our State. Te 
diſcovers our Miſery in its Cauſes , and the Al- 
mighty Mercy that ſaves us. Other Knowledge in- 
lightens the Underſtanding , without changing the 
Hheare, but this inſpires us with the Love of God, 
with the Hatred of Sin, and makes us truly better. 
In ſeeking after other Knowledg , the Mind is per- 
plext by endleſs Inquiries : Here *tis at reſt, as the 
wavering Needle is fixt when turn'd to its beloved 
Star. Ignorance of other things may be without 
any real damage to us; for we may be dire&ted by 
the skilful how to preſerve Life and Eſtate. But 
this Knowledg is abſolutely neceſſary to juſtify, 
ſanctify, and fave us. All other Knowledge is uſe- 
leſs at the hour of Death, 1/a. 53. then the richeſt 
ſtock. of Learning is loſt , the Veſſel being ſplit 
wherein the Treaſure was laid ; but this Pearl of 
ineſtimable Price is both the ornament of our Pro- 
fperity, and the ſupport of our Adverſlity. A little 
Ray of this is infinitely more deſirable, than the 
light of all Human Sciences in their Luſtre and 
Perf. tion. 

And what an amazing Folly is it, that Men who 
are poſſeſt with an earneſt paflion of knowing, 
ſhould waſte their Time and Strength in ſearching 
after things , the knowledg of which can't remove 
the Evils that oppreſs them, and be careleſs of the 
ſaving Knowledg of the Goſpel ? Were there no 
other reaſon to diminiſh the eſteem of earthly Knows 
ledg, but the difficulty of its Acquiſition, that Error 
often ſurpriſes thoſe who are ſearching afrer Truth, 
this might check our intemperate purſuit of it. 
Sin hath not only ſhorten'd our Underſtandings, but 
our Lives, that we cannot arrive to the perfec&t 
diſcovery of inferior Obje&ts. But ſuppoſe thar 
one by his vaſt Mind ſhould comprehend all created 
things, 
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tings, from the Centre of the Earth to the Cir- 
cumference of the Heavens, and were not favingly 
enlighten'd in the Myſtery of our Redemption, with 
all his Knowledge he would be a Prey to Satan, and 
increaſe the Triumphs of Hell. The Hiſtorian up- 
braids the Roman Luxury, that with ſo much Coſt 
and Hazard they ſhould ſend to foreign Parts, for 
Trees that were beautiful but barren , and pro- 
duc'd a Shadow only without Fruit (nz). With greater 
reaſon we may wonder that Men ſhould with the 
expence of their precious Hours purchaſe barren 
Curioſities, which are unprofitable to their laſt end. 
How can a condemned Criminal, who is in ſuſpence 
between Life and Death, attend to ſtudy the Se- 
crets of Nature and Art, when all his Thoughts 
are taken up how to prevent the Execution of 
the Sentence ? And *'tis no lefs than a prodigy of 
Madneſs, that Men who have but a ſhort and un- 
certain ſpace allowed them to eſcape the Wrath to 
come, ſhould rack their Brains in ſtudying things 
impertinent to Salvation, and neglect the know- 
ledge of a Redeemer. Eſpecially when there is fo 
Clear a Revelation of him : The Rig#teouſneſs of Faith 
doth not. command us to aſcend to the Heavens, or de- 
feend into the Deep to make a diſcovery of it 5 but the 
Word is nigh us that diſcovers the certain way to a happy 
Immortality 5 Rom. 10. 6, 7. Seneca, a Philoſopher, 
and a Courtier, valued his being in the World only 
upon this account, that he might contemplate the 
Starry Heaven. | Sexec, Pref. 1. Nat. queſt. ] He 
only ſaw the viſible beauty of the Firmament, but 
was ignorant of the Glory within it, and of the 
way that leads to it ; yet to our ſhame he ſpeaks, 


— 
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(x) Quis non miretur umbre tantum gratia alieno ex petitam 
orbe ? Pin, 
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that the ſight of it made him deſpiſe the Earth, 
and without the Contemplation of the Celeſtial 
Bodies, he eſteem'd his continuance of the World 
not the Life of a Man, but the toil of a Beaſt (0). 
But what Tranſports had he been in, if he had been 
acquainted with the Contrivance of our Redempti- 
on , the admirable order of its parts, and the beau- 
ty that reſults from the Compolition of the whole ? 
But we that with open face may in the Glaſs of the 
Goſpel behold the Glory of the Lord , turn away our 
Eyes from it to wanity ; 2 Cor. 3. 18, Here the 
complaint is more juſt , Ad ſapientiam quis accedit ? 
quis dignam judicat nifi quam m tranſitu noverit £ We 
content our ſelves with ſlight and tranſient glances, 
but do not ſeriouſly and fixedly conſider this bleſſed 
Deſign of God, upon which the beginning of our 
Happineſs in this , and the Perfection of it in the 
next Life is built. Let us provoke our ſelves by the 
Example of the Angels, who are not concern'd in 
this Redemption as Man is ; for they continued in 
their Fidelity to their Creator , and were always 
happy in his Favour ; and where there.is no Alie- 
nation between Parties , Reconcilement is unnecel- 
ſary ; yet they are Students with us in the ſame 
Book, and unite all their Powers in the Contempla- 


tion of this Myſtery : they are repreſented ſtooping 


to pry into theſe Secrets , ( x Pet. 1. 12.) to ſignify 
their Delight in what they know, and their deſire 


—— 


(o) Quid erat cur in numero viventium me poſitum efle gau- 
derem ? an ut cibos & potum percolarem ? ut hoc Corpus caſu- 
rum,ac fluidum, periturumque nifi ſubinde impleatur,farcirem ? 
& viverem #gri miniſter ? ut morti timerem cui omnes naſci- 
mvr ? Detrahe hoc inzſtimabile bonum, non eſt vita ranti ut 
ſudem, ut zſtuem. O quam contempra res eſt homo niſi ſupra 
humana ſe erexert ! 


: 
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to advance in the knowledg of them. With what 
intention then ſhould we ſtudy the Goſpel, who are 
the Subje& and End of it ! 


&-- 


CHAP. VIL 


The ſimple Speculation of the Goſpel! not ſufficient with- 
out a real Belief, and Cordial Acceptance. The Rea- 
ſons why rhe Jews and Gentiles conſpir'd in the cone 
rempr of it. How juſt it is to reſiyn up the Under- 
ſtanding to Revelation. God knows his own Nature 
and Will , and cannot deceive us. We muſt believe 
the things that are cl:arly revealed, though we do not 
underſtand the manner of their exiſtence : Althcugh 
they are attended with ſeeming Contradiftions. No 
Article of Faith 7s really repugnant to Reaſon. Ie 
muſt diſtingniſh between things incomprehenſible aud 
inconceivable. Between corrupt and right Reaſon, 
How Reaſon is ſubſervient to Faith. Humility and 
Holineſs qualify for the Belief of the Goſpel-myſte- 
ries. A naked Belief of ſupernatural Truths is 
unprofitable for Salvation. An effeFual Ailent that 
prevails upon the Will , and renders the whole Man 
ob/equious , is due to the Quality of the Goſpel-Re- 


welation. 


'. H E ſimple Speculation of this glorious Myſte- 
ry will be of no profit without a real Belief of 
it, and a cordial Acceptance of Salvation, upon the 
terms which the Divine Wiſdom preſcribes. The 
Goſpel requires the Obedience of the Underſtand- 
Ing, and of the Will ; unleſs it obtains a full Poſ- 
ſetlion of the Soul, there is no ſaving Efficacy deri- 
ved from it. And ſuch is the Sublmity and Purity 
of the Object, that till Reaſon is ſanified and w_ 
dued, 
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dued, it cannot ſincerely entertain it. T will there- 
fore diſtin&tly conſider the Oppoſition which carnal 
Reaſon hath made againſt it ; and ſhew how juſt it is 
that the human Underſtanding ſhould with reverence 
yield up it ſelf to the Word of God, that reveals 
this great Myſtery to us. 

. The Apoſtle tells us, 1 Cor, x. That Fews and Gen- 
tiles conſpired in the contempt of the Goſpel. Rea- 
ſon cannot hear without great Aſtonifhment, for the 
appearing contradiction between the Terms, that 
God ſhould be made Man, and the Eternal die. The 
Fews eſteem'd it an intolerable Blaſphemy,and with- 
out any proceſs of Law were ready to ſtone the Lord 


Jeſus, That being a Man, he ſhould make himſelf equal 


with God, John 1c. 33. And they upbraided him in 
his Sufferings that he could not fave himſelf. If he 
be the King of Iſrael, let him come down from the Croſs, 
and 2e will believe on him, Mat. 27. 42. "The Gentiles 
deſpiſed the Goſpel as an abſurd ill-contriv'd Fable ; 
I Cor. 1. 23. For what in appearance 1s more unbe- 
coming God, and injurious to his Perfe&tions, than 
to take the frail Garment of Fleſh, to be torn and 
trampled on (p) ? Their natural Knowledg of the 
Deity inclin'd them to think the Izcarnation impoſit- 
ble. There is no reſemblance of it in the whole 
Compaſs of Nature. For Natural Union ſuppoſes 
the Parts tncompleat, and capable of Perfe&tion by 
their joining together : Bur that a Being infinitely 
perfect ſhould aſſume by perſonal Union a nature in- 
ferior to it felf, the Heathens lookt on it as a Fable 
forg'd according tothe model of the Fictions concern- 
ing Danae and Antiope. Orig. cont. Cell. And the 
Doctrine of our Saviour's Death on the Croſs they 


(p) Negant Deo dignum, ut homo fieri veller, ſeque infirmi- 
tate Carnis oneraret, ut paſſionibus , ut doloribus, ut morrti ſe 
ipſe ſubjicerer. La#. 


rejected 
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jeded as an Impiety contumelious to God. They 
judgedir inconſiſtent with the Majeſty and Happinels 
of the Deity , to aſcribe to him that which is the |. 
Puniſhment of the moſt guilty and miſerable. In 
the account of carnal Reaſon , they thought more 
worthily of God by denying that of Him, which is 
only due to the worſt of Men. Celſus, ( Orig. contra 
Celſ. lib. 1. ) who with as mugh Subtilty as Malice, 
urges all that with any Appearance could be ob- 
jected againſt our Saviour, principally inſiſts on his 
Poverty and Sufferings, the Meanneſs and Miſery of 
his Condition in the World. *Twas fit, faith he, 
That the Son of God ſhould appear as the Sun, which 
renders it ſelf conſpicuous by its own Light : But the 
Goſpel having declared the Word to be the Son of 
God , relates that he was a Man of Sorrows , that 
had no power to defend himſelf , and was deſerted 
by his Father and Followers , fcourged with Rods, 
and ſhamefully executed (q). He could not recon- 
cile ſo many things that ſeem'd utterly incomparible, 
as Sovereignty and Servitude, Innocence and Puniſh- 
ment, the loweſt of human Miſeries, Death, with 
the higheſt of Divine Honours, Adoration. Briefly, 
nothing was more contrary to Fleſh and Blood, than 
to believe that perſon to be the Redeemer of the 
World , who did not reſcue hinmfelf from his Ene- 
mies; and to expect Immortality from him that was 
overcome by Death. Now the cauſes of this Infi- 
delity are, 

1. The Darkneſs of the Mind ; which is ſo cor- 
rupted by Original Prawvity, that it cannot behold 
Heavenly Myfteries in their proper Light, fo as to 
acquieſce in the Truth of them. The natural May 
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receives not the things of the Spirit of God ; for they are 
Fooliſhneſs to him ; and he cannot know them, becauſe 
they are ſpiritually diſcerned, 1 Cor. 2. 14. The 
Apoſtle takes notice of the Diſaffetion of the Heart, 
and the Incapacity of the Mind, not prepared and 
illuſtrated by Grace , to embrace and diſcern ſpiri- 
cual things in their Verity and Beauty. There is a 
great Diſproportion between the natural Under- 
ſtanding, though elevated and enlarged by Secular 
Learning, and ſupernatural Truth. For though the 
rational Soul is a Spirit, as *tis diſtinguiſh'd from 
corporeal Beings ; yet till *tis purged from Error, 
and vicious Aﬀections , it can never diſcover the 
Divinity of things Spiritual, ſo as to embrace them 
with certainty and delight. As there muſt be a Spi- 
rit of Revelation to unvail the Object, fo of Wiſ- 
dom to enlighten the Eye, that it 1nay be prepared 
for the Reception of it. As Heaverris only ſeen by 
its own Light, ſo Chriſt is by his own Spirit. Di- 
vine Objects, and Faith that diſcerns them, are of 
the ſame Original, and of the ſame quality. The 
natural Underſtanding, as the Effects declare, is like 
the Funeral Lamps which by the Ancients were put 
into Sepulchres , to guard the Aſhes of their dead 
Friends, which ſhine fo long as they are kept cloſe, 
a thick moiſt Vapour feeding them, and repairing 
what was conſum'd : but in opening the Sepulchres, 
and expoſing them to the free Air, they preſently 
faint and expire. Thus natural Reaſon whilſt con- 
verſant in things below, and watching with the dead'; 
that is, in the Phraſe of the Ancients, ſtudying the 
Books of Men who have left the World, it diſcovers 
ſomething, although *tis rather a Twilight than 
clear ; but when *tis brought from the narrow Sphere 
of things ſenſible, to contemplate the Immenſity of 
things Spiritual and Supernatural , its Light delines, 


and 45s turned into Larkneſs. 2. The 
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2. The Pride of the human Underſtanding, which 
dildains to ſtoop to thoſe great and Heavenly My- 
ſteries (r). *Tis obſervable, that thoſe who moſt 
excell'd in natural Wiſdom, were the greateſt deſpi- 
ſers of Evangelical Truths (/). The proud Wits 
of the World choſe rather to be Maſters of their 
own, than Scholars to another. They made Rea- 
ſon their ſupreme Rule, and Philo/ophy their higheſt 
Principle, aad would not believe what they could 
not comprehend (z). They repreſented Chriſtians 
under ſcornful Titles, as Captives of a blind Belief, 
and derided their Faith as the Effe& of Folly ; and 
rejected Revelation, the only means to convey the 
Knowledge of Divine Myſteries to them. They pre- 
ſum'd by the Light and Strength of their own Rea- 
ſon and Virtue to acquire Felicity, and lighted the 
Dodtrine that came from Heaven, to diſcover a clear 
way thither, and Divine Grace that was neceſſary to 
tead and afliſt them. Therefore the Apoſtle , by 


way of upbraiding, enquires, 2 Cor. 1. 19, 20. Hhert 


is the wile dan? Where is the Scribe 5 There 3s the 


Diſpater of this World ? God hath made the Wiſdom of 
the World Fooliſbneſs. As thoſe who are really poor, 
and would appear rich in the Pomp of their Habits 
and Attendants, are made poorer by that Experice ; 
fo the Philoſophers who were deſtitute of 'true Wil- 
dom, and would appear wiſe in making Reaſon the 
Judge of Divine Revelation, and the laſt Reſolution 
of all things, Þy that talſe Aﬀecation of Wiſdom, 
became more fooliſh : By all their Diſputes againft 
the appearing Abſurdities of che Chriſtian Religion, 


thev were brought into a more learned Darkneſs. 
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2. The Prejudice which aroſe from ſenſual L.uſts 
hindered the Belief of the Goſpel. As the curnal 
Underſtanding rebels againſt the Sublimity of its 
Dottrine, ſo the carnal Appetite againſt the Purity 
of its Precepts. And according to the Diſpoſicions 
of Men from whence they act, ſuch Light they de- 
fire to direct them in acting. The Goſpel is a Mj- 
ftery of Godlineſs, and thoſe who are under the Love 
of Sin, cheriſh an affected Ignorance, leſt the Light 
ſhould inflame Conſcience, by repreſenting to them 


| the deadly Guilt that cleaves to Sin, and thereby. 


make it uneaſy. This account our Saviour gives of 
the Infidelity of the World, Jovr 3. 19. That Mer 
hve Darkneſs rather than Light, becauſe their Deeds 


| are evil, And that this was the real Cauſe whare- 


ver was pretended, 1s clear, in that the Gentiles who 
oppoſed Chriſt, adored thoſe impure Deities, whoſe 
infamous Luſts were acknowledged by them. And 
with what colour then could they reject our Re- 
deemer becauſe crucitied ? As if Vice were not more 


| incompatible with the Deity, than Sufferings. 


Now though Reaſon enſlav'd by Prejudice , and 


] corrupted by Patlion, deſpiſes the Goſpel; yer when 
| *tis enlightned by Faith, it diſcovers ſuch a wile O-- 


comomy 1n it, that were it not true , it would tranſ- 
cend the moſt noble created Mind to invent it: *Tis 
ſo much above our moſt excellent Thoughts , that 
no human Underſtanding would ever attempt to 
feign it , with confidence of perſuading the World 
into a Belief of it. How is it pollible that ir ſhould 
be contrived by »atural Reaſon, ſince no Man can 
believe it ſincerely when *tis reveal'd, without a ſ1- 
pernatural Faith 2 To confirm our Belief of theſe 
great and ſaving Myſteries, I will ſhew how juſt it 
1s, that the Underſtanding ſhould retign it ſelf to 
Divine Revelation, which hath made them known. 

k. Ie 
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Ir: order to this, we muſt conſider, 

1. There are ſome Doetrines in the Goſpel , the 
Underſtanding could not diſcover ; but when they 
are reveal'd, it hath a clear Apprehenſion of them 
upon a rational account, and ſees the CharaFers of 
Truth viſibly ftampt on their Forehead. As the Do- 
&rine of Satisfaction to Divine Juſtice; that Pardon 
might be diſpens'd to repenting Sinners. For our 
natural Conception of God includes his infinite Pu- 
rity and Juſtice ; And when the Deſign of the Go- 
ſpel is made known, whereby he hath provided abun- 
dantly for the Honour of thoſe Attributes , fo that 
He doth the greateſt Good without encouraging the 
leaſt Evil , Reaſon acquieſces and acknowledges, 
This I ſought, but could not find. Now altho' the pri- 
mary Obligation to believe ſuch Dodtrines arifh 
from Revelation, yet being ratified by Reaſon, they 
are embraced with more Clearnefs by the Mind. 

2. There are ſome Dodrines, which as Reaſon 
by its Light could not diſcover ; fo when they are 
made known, it cannot comprehend , but they are 
by a clear and neceſſary Connexion join'd with the 
other that Reaſon approves. As the Myſtery of the 
Trinity , and the Incarnation of the Son of God, 
which are the Foundations of the whole Work of 
our Redemption. The Nature of God is repug- 
nant to Plurality, there can be but one Eſſence ; and 
the Nature of Satisfaction requires a diſtin&tion of 
Perſons : for he that ſuffers as guilty, muſt be diſtin- 
guiſh'd from the Perſon of the Judg that exacts Sa- 
tisfaction ; and no meer Creature is able by his obe- 
dicnt Sufferings to repair the Honour of God: 
ſo that a Divine Perſon aſluming the Nature of Man, 
was alone capable to make that Satisfaction, which 
the Goſpel propounds, and Reaſon conſents to. Now 
according to the diſtin&ion of Capacities in the Tre 
nity, 
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nity, the Father requir'd an honourable Repafation 
for the Breach of the Divine Law, and the Son bore 
the Puniſhment in the Sufferings of the human Na- 
ture ; that is peculiarly his own. Beſides, *tis clear 
that the Doctrine of the Trinity, that is. of three 
glorious Relations in the Godhead , and of the In- 
carnation, are moſt firmly connected with all the 
Parts of the Chriſtian Religion, left in the Writings 
of the Apoſtles, which as they were confirmed by 
Miracles , the Divine Signatures of their Certainty, 
fo they contain ſuch authentick Marks of their Divi- 
nity, that right Reaſon cannot reject them. 

3. Whereas there are three Principles by which 
we apprehend things, Senſe, Reaſon and Faith, theſe 
Lights have their different Obje&s that muſt not be 
confounded. Senſe is confin'd to things materin! ; 
Reaſon conſiders things abſfratted from matter 5 Faith 
regards the Myſteries revealed from Heaven : And 
theſe muſt not tranſgreſs their order. Senſe is an 


| Incompetent Judge of things about which Reaſon is 


only converſant. It can- only make a report 0: 
thoſe Objpees, which by their natural Charatter; 
are expoſed to it. And Rez/on can only diſcourte 
of things within its Sphere ; Supernatural things 
which derive from Revelation , and are purely the 
Objects of Faith, are not within its territories and 
juriſdiction. Thoſe Superlative Myſteries exceed all 
our intelleFual Abilities. 

"Tis true, the Underſtanding is a rational Faculty, 
and every act of it is really or in appearance ground- 
ed on Reaſon. Bur there is a wide difference be- 
tween the proving a Doctrine by Reaſon, and the 
giving a reaſon why we believe the truth of it. For 
inſtance , we cannot prove the Trinity by natural 
Reaſon ; and the ſubtilty of the Schoolmcn, who at- 
i& to give ſome reaſon of all things, is here more 

K 2 pre- 
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prejudicial than advantageous to the Truth : For he 
thar pretends to maintain a point by Reaſon, and is 
unſucceſsful, doth weaken the credit which the Au- 
thority of Revelation gives. And 'tis conlidera- 
ble, that the Scripture in delivering ſupernatural 
Truths , produces God's Authority as their only 
Proof, withovt uſing any other way of arguing: 
But although we cannot demonſtrate theſe Myſteries 
by Reaſon, yet we may give a rational account why 
we believe them. 

Is it not the higheſt Reaſon to believe the Diſco. 
very that God hath made of Himſelf, and his De- 
crees 2? For he perfectly knows his own Nature and 
Will ; and *tis impoſiible he ſhould deceive us: 
This natural Principle is the Foundation of. Faith, 
When God ſpeaks, it becomes Man to hear with Si 
lence and Submiſſion. His naked Word is as certain 
as a Demonſtration. 

And is it not moſt reaſonable to believe, that the 


Deity cannot be fully underſtood by us ? The Sun | 


may more eaſily be included in a Spark of Fire, than 


the infinite Perfe&tions of God be comprehended by | 


a finite Mind. The Angels who dwell fo near the 
Fountain of Light, cover their Faces in a holy Con- 
fuſion, not being able to comprehend Him. How 
much leſs can Man in this earthly State, diſtant from 
God, and onypreſt with a Burthen of Fleſh ? Now 
from hence it follows ; 

1. That Ignorance of the manner how Divine 
Myſteries exiſt, is no ſufficient Plea for Infidelity, 
when the Scripture reveals that they are. For Ret 
fon that is limited and reſtrain'd , cannot frame a 
Conception that is commenſurate to the Eſſence and 
Power of God. This will appear more clearly by 
conſidering the Myſterious Excellencies of the Dr 


vine Nature, the certainty of which we bzlieve, but 
ths 
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the manner we cannot underſtand : As that his 
Eſſence and Acttributes are the ſame, without the 
leaſt ſhadow of Compoſition ; yet his Wiſdom and 
Power are to our Apprehenſions diſtin&, and his 
Mercy and Juſtice in ſome manner oppoiite (). 
That his Eſſence 15 intire in all places, yet not rer- 
minated in any. That He is above the Heavens, 
and beneath the Earth , yet hath no relation of 
high or low, diſtant or near. "That He penetrates all 
Subſtances , but is mixed with none. That he vn- 
derſtands , yet receives no Idea's within HimtelF ; 
That he wills, yet hath no motion that carrics 
Him out of Himſelf. That in him Time hath no 
Succeflion, that which is paſt is not gone, and 
that which is future, is not to come. Thar. He 
loves without Paffion, is angry without Diſturhance, 
repents without Change. Theſe Perfections arc 
above the Capacity of Reaſon fully to underſtand, 
yet eſſential tro the Deity. Here we muſt exalt 
Faith, and abaſe Reaſon. Thus in the Myſtery of 
the Incarnation , ( 1 Tim. 3. 16.) that two ſuch di- 
{tant Natures ſhould compoſe one Perſon , withour 
the Confuſion of Properties, Reafon cannot reach 
unto, but *tis clearly reveal'd in. the Word : 
(Fobn T1. 14.) Here therefore we muſt obey , nat 
enquire. 

The Obedience of Faith is, to embrace an ob. 
ſcure Truth with a firm Afent , upon the account 
of a Divine Teſtimony. If reaſon will not aſſene to 
Revelation , till it underſtands the manner how 
Divine Things are, it doth not obey it at all. The 
Underſtanding then ſincerely ſubmits, when *tis in- 


— nm 
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clin's by thoſe Motives , which demonſtrate that 
ſuch a Belief is due to the Authority of the Re- 
vealer, and to the quality of the Obje&, To be- 
licve only in proportion to our natrow Concepti- 
0n5 , is to diſparage the Ditine Truth , and de- 
baſe the Divine Power. We can't know what God 
can do ; He 15 Omnipotent, tho' we are not Om- 
niſcient ; *Tis juft we ſhould humble our Ignorance 
to his Wildom, And that every lefty Imagination, and 
hizh thing that exalts it ſelf againſ# the knowledge of 
God, ſhould be caſt down, and every Thought captruated 
znto the Obedience of Chriſt; 2 Cor. 10. F. "Tis our 
Wiſdom to receive the great Myſteries of the Goſpel 
in their ſimplicity : For in attempting to give an 
exact and curious Explication of them, the Under- 
itanding as in an Hedge of 'Thorns, the: more it 
ſtrives, the more *tis wounded and entangled. 
God's Ways are far above ours , and his Thoughts above 
ours, as Heawen is above the Earth. To reje&t what we 
can't comprehend, is not only to fin againſt Faith, 
but againſt Reaſon, which acknowledges it ſelf 
finite, and unable to ſearch out the Almighty to Perfe- 
Eon ; Job 11. 7. 

2. We are obliged to believe thoſe Myſteries that 
are plainly delivered in Scripture, notwithſtanding 
thoſe ſeeming ContradiQtions wherewith they may 
be charged. In the Objects of Senſe, the contra- 
riety or appearances doth not leſſen the certainty 
of taings. The Stars to our fight ſeem bur glitter- 
ing Sparks, yet they are immenſe Bodies. And *tis 
one thing to be aiſured of a Truth , another to 
anſwer to all the Difficulties that encounter it : 
A meaiz Underlitanding is capable of the firſt ; the 
iecond is fo difficult, that in clear things the pro- 
foundeſt 7 ;/oſophers may not be able to unty all 
the intricate and knotty Objections which may be 

| urged 
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urged againſt them. *Tis ſufficient the Belief of 
Supernatural Myſteries is buile on the Veracity and 
Power of God, this makes them prudently credi- 
ble. This reſolves all Doubts , and produces ſucl1 
a ſtability of Spirit , as nothing can ſhake. A fin- 
cere Believer is aſſured, That all oppoſition againſt 
Revealed Truths is fallacions , though he cannot dif- 
cover the Fallacy. Now the tranſcendent Mylteries 
of the Chriſtian Religion, the Trinity of Perſons in 
the Divine Nature, the Incarnation of the Son of 
God, are clearly ſet down in the Scripture. And 
although ſubtile and obſtinate Oprexcnrs have uſed 
many guilty Arts to difpirit and enervate thoſe 
Texts by an inferior Senſe, and have racke them 
with Violence to make them ſpeak according- to 
their Prejudices, yet all is vain, the Evidence of 
Truth is vicoriouss A Heathen who conliders 


{ not the Goſpel as a Divine Revelation, but meerly 


as a Dodtrine deliver'd in Writings, and judges 
of its Senſe by Natural Light, will acknowledge that 
thoſe things are delivered in it. And notwithſtand- 
ing thoſe who uſurp a Soveraign Authority to them- 


| ſelves, to judge of Divine Myſteries according to 


their own Apprehenſfions, deny them as meer Con- 
tradictions , yet they can never conclude them im- 
poflible: For no certain Argument can be alledged 
againſt the being of a thing, without a clear know- 
ledge of its Nature : Now although we may under- 
ſtand the Nature of Man, we do not the Nature of 
God , the Oeconpmy of the Perſons , and his Power 
to unite himſelf to a Nature below Him. 

"Tis true, no Article of Faith is really repug- 
nant to Reaſon ; for God is the Author of Natu- 
ral, as well as of Supernatural Light; and he cannot 
contradict Himſelf : They are Emanations from 
Him, and tho' different, yet not deſtructive of each 
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other. But we muſt diſtinguiſh between thoſe 
chings that are above Reaſon and incomprehenſible, 
and things that are againſt Reaſon and utterly in- 
conceivable : Some things are above Reaſon in re- 
gard of their tranſcendent Excellency, or diſtance . 
from us ; the Divine Eſſence, the Eternal Decrees, 
the Hypoſtatical Union, are ſuch high and glori- 
ous Objects, that it is an impoflible Enterpriſe to 
comprehend them : The Intelle&ual Eye is dazled 
with their overpowering Light. We can have but 
an imperfect knowledge of them : And there is no 
juſt cauſe of wonder that Supernatural Revelation. 
thould ſpeak incomprehenſible things of God. | For 
He is a ſingular and admirable Being , infinitely 
above the ordinary courſe of Nature. The Maxims 
of Philo{ophy are not to be extended to Him. We 
mult adore what we cannot fully underſtand. Burt 
thoſe things are againſt Reaſon , and utterly in- 
conceivable , that involve a Contradiction , and 
have a natural Repugnancy to our Underſtandings, 
which cannot conceive any thing that is formally 
impoſiible : And there is no ſuch Doctrine in the 
Chriſtian Religion. 

2. We muſt diſtinguiſh between Reaſon corrupt- 
ed , and right Reaſon. Since the Fall, the clear- 
neſs of the Human Underſtanding is loſt , and the 
Light that remains is eclipſed by the interpoſition | 
of Senſual Luſts. The Carnal Mind cannot out of 
Ignorance, and will not from Pride and other ma- 
lignant Habits, receive things Spiritual. And from 
hence ariſe many Suſpicions and Doubts , ( con- 
cerning Supernatural Verities) the ſhadows of 
darkned Reaſon, and of dying Faith. If any Di- 
vine Myſtery ſeems incredible , *tis from the Cor- 
ruption of our Reaſon , not from Reaſon it ſelf; 
from its Darkneſs, not its Light. And: as Reaſon 

is 
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is obliged to core&t the Errors of Senſe, when "tis 


- deceived cither by ſome vicious quality 1n the Or- 


gan, or by the diſtance of the Obje#, or by the 
falſenefs of the medium, that corrupts the Image 
in conveying of it: So 'tis the Otiice of Faith to 
reform the Judgment of Reaſon, when either from 
its own weakneſs, or the height of things Spiritual, 
*tis miſtaken about them. For this end Supernatu- 
tal Revelation was given, not to extingutſh Rea- 
fon, but to redreſs it, and enrich it with the dil- 
covery of Heavenly Things. Faith is calied Wilt- 
dom and Knowledg : It doth not quench the vi- 
gour of the Faculty wherein *ris ſeated, but elevates 
it, and gives it a ſpiritual Perception of thoſe things 
chat are moſt diſtant from its Commerce. It doth 
not lead us through a Miſt to the Inheritance ot the 
Saints in Light. 'Faith 1s a rational Light : ' For, 

x. It ariſes from the conſideration of thoſe Ar- 
gUments- which convince the Mind, that the Scri- 
pture is a Divine Revelation. I know, faith the A- 
poſtle, 2vhoms 1 have belicuved 5 2 Tim. 1. 12. And 
we are commanded always to be ready to give an ac- 
count of the hope that is in us; 1 Pet. 3. 15. Thoſe 
that owe their Chritianity meerly to the Felicity of 
their Birth, without a fight of that tranſcendent 
Excellency in our Religion, which evidences that 
it came from Heaven, are not true Believers. He 
that abſolves an innocent Perſon for Favour, with- 
out conſidering ſufficient Proots offer'd, though his 
Sentence be juſt, is an unjuſt Judge. And the Eye 
that is clouded with a Suffuſion, fo that all things 
appear yellow to it, when it judges things to be 
yellow that are ſo, yet *tis Erroneous; becauſe its 
Judgment proceeds not from the quality of the Ob- 
jet, but from the Faundi/e that diſcolours the Or- 
gans : So thoſe who believe the Doctrine of the 
Golpel 
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Goſpel upon the account of its Civil Eſtabliſh- 
ment in their Country, are not right Believers, be- 
cauſe they aſſent to the Word of Truth upon a 
falſe Principle. *Tis not Judgment but Chance, 
that enclines them to embrace it. The Turks upon 
the fame reaſon are zealous VYotaries of Mahomer, as 
they are Diſciples of Chriſt. 

2. Faith makes uſe of Reaſon to conſider what 
Dottrines are revealed in the Scripture, and to de- 
duce thoſe Conſequences which have a clear Con- 
nexion with ſupernatural Principles. Thus Rea- 
ſon is an excellent ' Inſtrument to diſtinguiſh thoſe 
things which are of a Divine Original, from what 
is ſpurious and counterfeit. For ſometimes that is 
pretended to be a Myſtery of Religion, which is 
only the fruit of Fancy, and that is defended by 
the ſacred reſpe& of Faith, that Reaſon ought not 
to violate, which is but a groundlefſs Imagination ; 
ſo that we remain in an Error, by the ſole Appre- 
henfions of falling into one, as thoſe that Die for 
fear of Death, The Bereans are commended for 
their ſearching the Scriptures, whether the Do&rines 
they heard were conſentaneous to them 3 AFs 17.11. 
But *tis a neceſſary Duty that Reaſon, how {tiff 
ſoever, ſhould fully comply with God, where it 
appears reaſonable that He hath ſpoken. 

Briefly, The richeſt Ornament of the Creature 
is Hufnility, and the moſt excellent effe& of it is 
the ſenſe of the weakneſs of our Underſtanding. 
This is the Temper of Soul that prepares it for 
Faith : Partly as it puts us on a ſerious conſiderati- 
on of thoſe things which are reveal'd to us in the 
Word : Idelity proceeds from the want of Con- 
ſideration, and nothing hinders that ſo much as 
Pride : Partly, as it ſtops all curious Enquiries in- 
to thoſe things which are unſearchable : And 
pPrinCi- 
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principally as it entitles to the Promiſe, God will 
inſtruc and give Grace to the humble. The Know- 
ledg of Heaven, as well as the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, is the Inheritance of the poor in Spirit. A 
greater Progreſs is made in the knowledg and be- 
lick of theſe Myſteries by humble Prayer, than by 
the moſt anxious ſtudy. As at Court, an hour of 
Favour 15 worth a Years attendance. Man cannot 
acquire ſo much as God can give. 

And as Humility, fo Holineſs prepares the Soul 
for the receiving of Supernatural Truths. The 
Underſtanding 1s clarified by the Purification of 
the Heart. "Tis not the difficulty and obſcurity 
of things reveal'd, that is the real cauſe of Infide- 
lity, ſince Men believe other things upon far lef; 
Evidence ; but *tis the prejudice of the lower Fa- 
culties that hinders them. When all Aﬀecions ta 
Sin are mortified, the Soul is in the beſt diſpotition 
ro receive Divine Revelation. He that doth the 
Will of God, ſhall know whether the Dofrine of the 
Goſpel came from Heaven ; John 7. 17. 

The Spirit of God is the alone Inftructer of the 
Spirit of Man in theſe Myſteries, ſo as to produce 
a ſaving Belief of them. That Knowledg is more 
clear and ſatisfying, that we have by his Teaching, 
than by our own Learning. The Rational Mind 
may diſcern the Literal Senſe of the Propoſitions 
in the Goſpel, and may yield a naked affent to the 
Truth of them ;. but without Supernatural Irradi- 
ation by the Spirit of Life,there can be no transform- 
ingand ſaving Knowledg and Belief of them. And 
as the vaſt Expanſion of Air that is about us, doth 
' not preſerve Life, but that part which we breathe 
in ; ſo *tis not the compaſs of our Knowledg and 
Belief ( though ir were equal to the whole revealed 
Will of God ) that is vital to the Soul, but _ 
bn | which 
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which is practiſed by us. The Apoſtle faith, 1 Cor. 
13. 2. Though he had the underſtanding of all My- 
fteries, and all Knowledg, and all Faith; yet if it were 
zot jojned with Love, the principle of Obedience, 
it were unprofitable. There is the fame difference 
between the Speculative Knowledg of theſe My- 
ſteries, and that which 1s affectionate and opera- 
tive; as berween the wearing of Pearls for Orna- 
ment, and the taking of them as a Cordial to re- 
vive the fainting Spirits. 

In ſhore, Such a Belief is required, as prevails 
upon the Will, and draws the Aﬀections, and ren- 
ders the whole Man obſequious to the Goſpel. 
For ſuch a Faith is alone anſ{werable to the quality 
of the Revelation. The Goſpel is not a meer 
Narrative, but a Promiſe. Chriſt is not repre- 
ſented only as an innocent Perſon dying, but as 
the Son of God dying to deliver Men from Sin, 
and the Effects of it. The fallen Angels may un- 
derſtand and believe it without any Aﬀections, 
being unconcern'd in it: To them *tis a naked 
Hiſtory, but to Men *tis a Promiſe, and cannot be 
rightly conceived without the moſt ardent Aﬀecti - 
ons. This zs a faithful Saying, and worthy of all Ac- 
ceptation, That Tfeſus Chriſt came into the World to 
ſave Sinners : 1 Tim. 1. 15. *Tis effentially good, 
as true; its Sweetneſs and Profit are equal to its 
Certainty : So that it commends it ſelf to-all our 
Faculties. 

There are ſevere and ſad Truths, which are 
attended with fearful Expectation, and the Mind 
is averſe from receiving them : As the Law which, 
like Lightning, terrifies the Soul with its amazing 
Brightneſs : And there are pleaſant Illuſions which 
have no ſolid Foundation : And as Truth doth 
not delight the Mind, unleſs united to Boodpen, 

uc 
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ſuch as is ſuitable to its Palate ; ſo Goodneſs dot! 
not affe& the Will unleſs it be real. Now the Do- 
&rine of the Goſpel is as certain as the Law , and 
infinitely more comfortable than all the Inventions 
of Men. "Tis in the knowledge of it alone that 
the ſenſible and conſidering Soul enjoys perfect Sa- 
tisfaction, and the moſt compoſed Reft. *Tis evi- 
dent that the Underſtanding doth not behold theſe 
Truths in their proper Light, when the Will doth 
not embrace them. For the Rational Appetite 
follows the laſt Judgment of the Mind. When the 
Apoſtle had a powerful Conviction of the Excellenc 

of the Knowledge of Chriſt, Phil. 3. this made him 4 
earnelt to gain an Intereſt in Him. For this reaſon, 
thoſe who are only Chriſtians in Title, Having a 
Form of Godlineſs, and denying the Power of it, are in 
iy ang, ſtiled Þfidels: Te being im- 
poſſible that thoſe who truly and heartily believe 
this great Myſtery of Godlineſs, ſhould remain 


_ ungodly. *Tis a ſtrong and effectual Aſent, that 


deſcends from the Brain to the Heart and Life, 
that denominates us true Believers : So that when 
the Death of Chriſt is propounded as the Cauſe of 
our Reconciliation with God, the wonder of the 
Myſtery doth not make it incredible; when as the 
reaſon of the Mortification of our Luſts, the 
Pleaſures of Sin do not diſguiſe its Horror : When 
Salvation is offer'd upon our accepting of Chriſt for 
our Prince and Saviour, the Soul is raviſh'd with 
its Beauty , and chuſes it for an everlaſting Portion. 
To conclude, The Doctrine of the Goſpel clear- 
ly diſcovers its Divine Original : *Tis fo reaſona- 
ble in it felf, and profitable to us, ſo ſublime 
and elevated above Man, yet hath ſuch an admi- 
rable agreement with Natural Truths ; *tis fo per- 
tetly correſponding in all its parts , that without 
| altected 
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affeaed Obſtinacy no Man can reject it. And if af- 
ter the open Revelation of it we are fo ſtupid and 
wicked, as not to fee its Sup2rlative Excellency, and 
not to receive it with the Faith, Love, and Obedi- 
ence which is due to it 5 what contempt is this of 
that infinite Wiſdom which contriv'd the aſtoniſhing 
way of our Salvation? What a reproach to the 
Divine Underſtanding , as if it had been employed 
from Eternity about a matter of no moment, and 
that deſerves not our ſerious Conſideration and Ac- 
ceptance? The negle@ of it will juſtly bring a more 
fevere Puniſhment than the Hell of the uninſtrut- 
ed Heathens, who are Strangers to Supernatural 


Myſteries. 


CHAP. VIII. 


The Mercy of God is repreſented with peculiar Adwvanta- 
ges above the other Attributes. "Tis eminently glori- 
fied in our Redemption, in reſpe&t of its Freeneſs and 
Greatneſs. The Freenefs of it amplified from the con- 
federation of the Original and Obje& of it. God is 
perfe&tly bappy in himſelf , and needs not the Creature 
ro preſerve or heighten his Felicity. The glorious Re- 
ward conferred upon our Saviour, doth not prejudice the 
Freeneſs of his Love to Man. There was no tye upon 
God to ſave Men. The Objef of Mercy is Man in 
bis lapſed State. "Tis illuſtrated by, the conſideration 
of what he is in himſelf. No motives of Love are in 
him, He is a Rebel impotent and obſtinate. The free- 
neſs of Mercy ſet forth by comparing him with the 
fallen Angels, who are left in perfe& irremediable Mj- 

fery.. Their firſt State, Fall, and Puniſhment. The 

| Reafons 
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Reaſons why the Wiſdom of God made no Proviſion 
for their Recovery. 


are in God, ( for one Infinite cannot exceed 
another ) yet in their Exerciſe and Effeds, they {Fine 
with a different Glory. And Mercy is repreſented 
in Scripture with peculiar Advantages above the reſt. 
"Tis God's natural Off-ſpring , he is ſtiled the Father 
of Mercies , 2 Cor. 1. 3. *Tis his dear Attribute, 
that which he places next to himſelf, He is proclaim- 
ed the Lord God gracious and merciful, Exod. 34. 6. 
*Tis his Delight, Mercy pleaſes bim, Mic. 7. 18. *Tis 
his Treaſure, he is rich in Mercy , Ephel. 2. 4. *Tis 
his triumphant Attribute , and the ſpecial matter of 
his Glory, Mercy rejoices over Tudgment, Jam. 2. 13. 
Now in the performance of our Redemption, Mer- 
cy is the predominant Attribute, that ſets all the reſt 
a working. The Acts of his Wiſdom, Juſtice, and 
Power were in order to the Illuſtration of his Mer- 
cy. ' And if we duly conſider that Glorious Work, 
we ſhall find in it all the Ingredients of the moſt So- 
vereign Mercy. | 


HP all the Divine Attributes are equal as they 


In diſcourſing of it , I ſhall principally conſider 
two things, wherein this Attribute is eminently glo- 
rified, 

The Freeneſs, and the Greatneſs of it. The 
Freeneſs of this Mercy will appear by conſidering 
the Original and Object of it. 

I. The Original is God: and the Notion of a 
Deity includes infinite PerfeRions, ſo that it neceſſa- 
rily follows that hehath no need of the Creatures Ser- 
vice to preſerve or heighten his Felicity. I thou be 
righteous , what giveſt thou him ? or what receiveth he 
of thine hand ? Job 35.7, From Eternity he was 
without 


144 The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 


without external Honour, yet in that infinite Dura- 
tion he was perfectly joytul and happy. He is the 
Fountain of his own Blefſedneſs, the Theatre of his 
own Glory , the Glaſs of his own Beauty. One 
drop increaſes the Ocean, but to God a Million of 
Worlds can add nothing. Every thing hath ſo much 
of Goodneſs as it derives from him. As there was 
no Gain to him by the Creation, fo there can be no 
Loſs by the Annihilation of all things. The World 
proceeded from his Wiſdom as the Idea and Exem- 
plar, and from his Power as the Efficient Cauſe ; and 
it fo proceeds from him, as to remain more perfect. 
ly in him. And as the Poſletiion of all things, and 
the Obedience of Angels and Men is of no Advan- 
taze to God ; ſo the oppoſition of impenitent Rebels 
cannot leſſen his Bleſledneſs. 1f thou ſinneſt, what doſt 
thou againſt him? or , if thy Tranſgreſſions be multipli« 
ed, what doſ# thou unto him? Job 35.6. The Sun ſuf- 
fers no loſs of his Light by the Darkneſs of the 
Night, or an Eclipſe, but the World loſes its Day : 
If intelligent Beings do not eſteem him for his Great- 
neſs, and love him for his Goodneſs, *tis no Inju- 
ry to him , but their own Infelicity. Were it for 
his Intereſt, he could by one act of Power conquer 
the Obſtinacy of his fterceſt Enemies. If he require 
Subjeion from his Creatures, 'tis not that he may 
be happy , but liberal, that his Goodneſs may take 
its riſe to reward them. Now this is the ſpecial 
Commendation of Divine Love, it doth not ariſe ont 
of Tadigency as created Love , but out of Fulneſs and 
Redundancy. Our Saviour tells us there is 7one good 
but God, Matt. 19. 17. not only in reſpeet of the 
Perfection of that Attribute, as it is in God in a 
tranſcendent manner ; but as to the Effects of his 
Goodneſs, which are merely for the Benefit of the 
Receiver. He is only rich in Mercy, to whom nothing 
i5 
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is wanting, or profitable. The moſt liberal Monarch 
doth not always give, for he ſtands in need, of his 
Subjects. And where there is an expectation of Ser- 
vice for the Support of the Giver , 'tis Traffick and 
no Gift. Human Aﬀection is begotten , and nou- 
rih'd by ſomething without 5 but the Love of God 
is from within : The Miſery of the Creature is the 
occaſion, but the cauſe of it is from himſelf. And 
how free was that Love , that caus'd the infinitely 
bleſſed God to do fo much for our recovery , as it 
his Felicity were imperfect without ours ! 

It doth not prejudice the Freeneſs of Redeeming 
Mercy , that Chriſt's Perſonal Glory was the Re- 
ward of his Sufferings. 

1. Tis true, that our Redeemer for the Foy that 
was ſet before him , endured the Croſs , de/ piſirg the 
ſhame, and is ſet down at the right Hand of the Throze 
of God, Heb. 12. 2. But he was not firſt drawn to 
the undertaking of that hard Service by the Intereſt 
of the Reward. For if we conſider him in his Di- 
vine Nature, he was the ſecond Perſon in tne 'F'rt- 
nity, equal to the firſt ; he polleit all the Supreme 
Excellencies of the Deity ; and by alſuming our Na- 
ture, the only Gain he purchas'd go himiclr was r© 
be capable of loſs for the accomplMing our Salvyati- 
on. Such was the Grace of our Lord fejrs Chriff, 
that being rich , yet for our ſakes be became for , that 
we through bis Poverty might be made rich, 2. Cor. 8. 9, 
And alchough his Human Soul was encouraged by 
the glorious Recompence the Father promiſed, to 
make him King and Judge of theWorid ; yer ins 
Love to Man was nat kindled from thac Contidera- 
tion, neither is it leſſened by his obtaining of it. For 
immediately upon the Union of the human Nate 
to the Eternal Son, the higheſt Honour was due to 


him, Whea the firſt-begotten was brought into the 
L, W ord, 
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World , *twas ſaid, Let all the Angels of God worſhip 
him, Heb. 1. 6. The Sovereign Power in Heaven 


and Earth was his Inheritance, annext to the Digni- þ 


ty of his Primogeniture : The Name above every Name 


was a Preferment due to his Perſon : He voluntarily | 


renounc'd his Right for a time, and appeared in 


the form of a Servant upon our account, that by F 
humbling himſelf he mighe accompliſh our Salvati. Þ 
on. He entred into Glorv after a courſe of Suffe. | 
Tings, becauſe the Oeconomy of our Redemption fo | 
requir'd ; but his original Title to it was by the per. | 
ſonal Union. To illuſtrate this by a lower Inſtance; 
The Mother of Moſes was call'd to be his Nurſe by F 
Pharaoh's Daughter, with the Promiſe of a Reward, | 
as if ſhe had no Relation to him. Now the pure 
Love of a Mother, not the Gain of a Nurſe, ws | 
the Motive that enclin'd her to nouriſh him with her | 
Milk (»»). - Thus the Love of Chriſt was the pri- þ 
mary active Cauſe that made him liberal to us of his þ 
Blood ; neither did the juſt Expectation of the Re- Þ 


. ward take off from it. 


The Sum is this : The eſſence of Love conſiftsin þ 


deſiring the Good of another without reſpect to our 


ſelves ; and Love is ſo much the more free, as theBe- Þ 
nefit we give to another 1s leſs profitable , or more þ 
damageable to us. Now among Men 'tis impoflibk 
that to a vertuous Penefactor there ſhould not r:- | 


dound a double Benefit. 


I. From the eternal Reward which God hath pro- | 


miſed. And, 


2. From the internal Beauty of an honeſt Acton, 
which the Philoſopher affirms, doth exceed any lob 
that can befal us. For if one dies for his Friend, ye 


— 


(w) Chriſtus enim per naturam bonus non propter premu a b 
piditatem; ideo paſſus eſt, quia benefacere eum deleCtavit, no" Þ 
quiaincrementum Glorie ex ſua paſſione quzrebat, Ambroſ. | 
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he loves himſelf moſt, for he would not chuſe to be 
leſs vertuous than his Friend, and by dying for him 
he excels him in Vertue, which is more valuable 
than Life it ſelf. But to the Son of God no ſuch 


Advantage could accrue ; for being infinitely holy 
and happy in his Eſſence, there can be no Addition 


: | to his Felicity or Vertues by any External Emana- 


tion from him. His Love was for our Profit , not 
his own. 

2. The freeneſs of God's Mercy is evidentby con- 
ſidering there was no tye upon him to diſpenſe it. 
Grace ſtrictly taken differs from Love : For that may 
be a Debt, and without Injuſtice not denied. There 
are inviolable Obligations on Children to love their 
Parents ; and Duty leſſens deſert : The performance 
of it doth not fo much deſerve Praiſe, as the Neg- 
le& merits cenſure and reproof. But the Love of 
God to Man is a pure, free, and liberal AfﬀeFion, 
no way due. The Grace of God, and the Gift by 
Grace hath abounded unto many, Rom. F. 15. The 
Creation was an Effuſion of Goodneſs, much more 
Redemption. Thott art worthy, O Lord , to YecetUe 
Glory , and Honour , and Power : for thou bj? created 
all things, and for thy pleaſure they are , and were crea- 
ted, Rev. 4. Ir. "Tis Grace that gave Being to the 
Angels , with all the Prerogatives that adorn their 
Natures : *Tis Grace confirm'd them in their origi- 
nal Integrity. For. God owes them nothing, and 
they are nothing to him. *Twas Grace that plac'd 
Adam in Paradiſe, and made him as a viſible God 
in the lower World. And if Grace alone diſpenſed 
Benefits to innocent Creatures, much more to thoſe 
who are obnoxious to Juſtice : The firſt was free, but 
this is merciful. And this leads to the ſecond Con- 
fideration, which exalts redeeming Love. 
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he Objc of it is Man in his lapſed State. In 
this reſpect it excels the Goodneſs that prevented 
him ac the beginning. In the Creation as there was 
no Objet to invite, fo nothing repugnant to Man's 
Being and Happinels : "The Duſt of the Earth did 
not merit ſuch an excellent Condition as it received 
from the pure Bounty of God ; but there was no 
moral Unworthineſs. But the Grace of the Goſpel 
hath a different Obje&t, the Wretched and Un- 
worthy , and it produces different Operations , *tis 
healing and medicinal, ranſoming and delivering, 
and hath a peculiar Character among the Divine 
Attributes. "Tis Goodnets that crowns the Angel, 
but *tis Mercy , the Sanctuary of the Guilty , and 
tefuge of the Miſerable, that faves Man. The 
Scripture hath conſecrated the. Name of Grace in a 
ſzecial manner , to ſignify the moſt excellent and 


admirable Favour of God in recovering us from þ 


our juſtly deſerved Miſery. We are juſt ijicd fre 
by his Grace, Rom. 3.24. By Grace we are ſaved, Eph, 
2. F. Grace end Truth is come by Feſus Chrif# , John 
T. 17. *Tis the Grace of God that brings Salvatim; 
Tit. 2.11. And this is gloriouſly manifelted roward 
Man in that, 1. Conſidered in hinclf he 1s altoge 


ther unworthy of it. 2. As compared with the fal. 
len Angels, who arc left under perfect irremediabk Þ 


Miſery. 


Fir 5 Man conſidered in himfelf is unworthy df 


the Favour of God. The uſual Motives of Low | 


are, 


A 


——— mm 


1. The Goodneſs of Thinzs or Perſons, Thi 


is the proper Aledtive of the Rational Appetite :Þ# 


There is ſuch a raviſhing Beauty in ir, that ic power-Þ 
fully calls forth Aﬀection. When there is an UntF 


on of amiable Quaiities in a Perſon, every ons 
finds an Aitradive, 
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2. A Conformity in Diſpoſition hath a mighey 
force to beget Love. Reſemblance is the common 
Principle of Union in Nature : Sociol Plant; thrive 
beſt when near together : Serſi-ive Creatures ailo- 
ciate with thoſe of their kind. Ard Love , which 


The Harmony of Tempers is the ftronpgeit and 
ſweeteſt tie of Friendlhip. 

3. Love is an innocent and pow2rful Charm to 

roduce Love : Tis of univerſal Virtue, 2nd known 
by all the World (+). None are of {ut an unna- 
tural Hardneſs, but they are ſoftned and receive 
impreffion from it. Now there are none cf thelg 
Inducements to incline God to love Man, 

1. He was utterly deſtitute of moral Goodncfs ; 
As the exa&t Temperament of the Body : fo the 
order and beauty of the Soul, was ſpoil'd by Sit. 
Nothing remain'd but Peformity and Defilements: 
The Love of God makes us amiable , but dil not 
find us fo. Redemption is a free Favour , not ex- 
cited by the worth os him tnat receives it, but the 
Grace of him that diſpenfes it 53 {rein God come 
mended his Love to us, that woile we were Sirmers Chriſe 
dizd for ns 5 Rom. 5. 8. Our Goodaefs was nos the 
Motive of his Love, but his Love the Q.1gina of 
our Goodneſs. 

2. There is a fixed Contrariety in the corrupted 


Nature of Man to the holy Nature an! V+! of 
God : For which he is not only unwoiihy of his 


Love, but worthy of his Wrath. We are oppuiite 
to Him in our Minds, Aﬀections , and Actions : 
A ſtrong A4ntipathy is ſeared in ail our Faculties, 


- (x) Tibi monſtrabo amatorium ſine Medicomento, fine crbis 
ne tllins venefice Carmine, fi vis amari ama. S2nec » 
3 How 
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tHow unqualified were we for his Love 2 There is 
infinite Holineſs in Him, whereby he is eternally 
oppolite to all Sin, yet he expreſt infinite Love to 
Sinners in faving them from Miſery, 

3. There was not the leaſt ſpark of Love in 
Man to God : Notwithſtanding his infinite Beauty 
and Bounty to us, ( Rem. F. io. ) yet we renewed 
Acts of Hoſtility againſt him every Day. And it 
was the worlt kind of Hoſtilicy ariſing from the 
hatred of God, ( Roa. 1. 3o.) and that for his Ho- 
linefs, his moſt amiable Perfetion : Yet then in his 
Love he pitied us. The {ame favour beſtowed on 
an Enemy, 1s morally more valuable than given to 
a Friend. For 'tis Love that puts a price on Bene- 
firs : And the more undeſerved they are, the more 
they are endeared by the Afﬀection that gives them. 
Here is love, not that we lowed God , but that He lo 
wer is, and ſent his Son to be a Propitiation for our Sins 3 
1 Joh. 4. 10. We were Rebels againſt God, and at 
Enmity with the Prince of Life, yet then He gave 
i11mfſelf for us. 

It will further appear that our Salvation comes 
from pure Favour , if we conſider Man not only 
as a rebellious Enemy to God , but impotent and 
obltinatc , without Power to refiſt Juſtice , and 
without Aﬀection to deſire Mercy. Sometimes the 
Intereſt of ia Prince may induce him to ſpare the 
Guilty, he way be compelFd to pardon, whom he 
cannot Puniſh. 'The Mulritude is the greateſt Po- 
tentate. The Sms of Zerviah were too ſtrong for 
David : And then *tis not pity, but policy to ſuf- 
pend the Judgrucnt. But cur condition is deſcri- 
bed by th2 Apoſtle, Rem. 5. 6. That when we were 
Smcrs,, ard wit...urc ſtrength , then Chriſt died for us. 
Man is 2 deſpicable Creature, ſo weak that he 
trembles at the appearance of a Worm , and yet fo 
| wicked 
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wicked that he lifts up his head againſt Heaven. 
How unable is he to encounter with offended Omni- 
otence 2 How eafily can God deſtroy him, when 
by his fole Word he made him 2? If he unclafps his 
hand that ſupports all things , they will preſently 
relapſe into their firſt Confutzon. The whole World 
of Sinners was ſbut up, utterly unable to repel or 
avoid his Diſpleaſure : And what amazing Love is 
it to ſpare Rebels that were under his feet ? When a 
Man finds his enemy, will he let him go well away ? 
I SAM. 24. 9. But God , when we were all at his 
Mercy, ſpar'd and fav'd us. 

Belides, Rebels ſometimes follicic the Favour of 
their Prince by their Acknowledgments , their 
Tears and Supplications , the Teſtimonies of their 
Repentance : Burt Man perſiſted in his fierce Enmi- 
ty , and had the Weapons of defiance in his hands 
againſt his Creator ; he trampled on his Laws, and 
deſpiſed his Deity ; yet then the Lord of I loits be- 
came the God of Peace. In ſhort , there was no- 
thing to call forth the Divine Compaſlion bur our 
Miſery : The Breach began on Man's part , but 
Reconciliation on God's Mercy open'd his melting 
Eye, and prevented not only our dcſerc , bur our 
Expectation and Deſires. The Deſign was laid from 
Eternity. God foreſaw our Sin and our Miſery, 
and appointed a Saviour before the Foundation of the 
World ; 1 Pet. 1. 20. *T'was the molt early and pure 
Love to provide a Ranſom for us before we had a 
being ; therefore we could not be deſerving , nor 
defirous of it ; and after we were made , we de- 
ſerv'd nothing but Damnation. 

2. The Grace of God eminently appears in 
Man's Recovery, by comparing his State with that 
of the fallen Angels who are left under Miſery : 
This is a ſpecial Circumſtance that magnifies the 
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Lavour; and to make it more ſenſible to us, it will 
be convenient brictly to conſider the firſt State of 
the Angeis, their Fall, and their Puniſhment. 

God in creating the World , formed two Na- 
tures capable of his Image and Favour , to glorify 
and enjoy him, Ange!s, and Mzn ; and placd them 
in the principal Parts of the Univerſe, Heaven and 
Earth. 

The Angels were the eldeſt Offſpring of his 
Love , the purelt Productions of that ſupreme 
Light : Man in his beit State was inferior to them. 
A great number of them kept not their firſ® State 
(7 /al. 8. 5. ) of Integrity and Felicity. Their Sin 
15 intimated 1n Scripture ; Ordain not a Novice , left 
beir  lifred up im ride, he fall into the Condemnation 
of the Devil ; 1 Tim. 2. 6. That is, leſt he become 
guilty of that Sin which brought a ſevere Sentence 
on the Devil. The Prince of Darkneſs was blinded 
with the luſtre of his own Excellencies , and at- 
tempted upon the Regalia of Heaven , affecting an 
independent State. He diſavow'd his Benefactor, 
inrich d with his benefits. And in the ſame mo- 
ment he with his Companions in Rebellion were 
baniſhed from Heaven. God ſpared not the Angels 
that ſued , but cajf them down to Hell , and delivei'd 
them into Chains of Darkneſs to be reſery'd unto 
TJadgment z 2 Pet. 2. 4. Mercy did not interpoſe to 
avert or ſuſpend their Judgment , but immediately 
they were expell'd from the Divine Preſence. A 
ſolemn Triumph in Heaven followed : 4 Voice 
came out of the Throne , ſaying , Praiſe our God all ye 
Lis Seryauts: and there was as it were the Voice of 
»ighty Thundrings , ſaying , Hallelujah , for the Lord 
God Onzipotent PEITRS. 1 hey are now the moſt 
eminent Examples of revenging Wrath. Their 
vrefont Miſery is unſupportiable, and they expet 

worſe. 
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worſe. When our Saviour caſt ſome of them out 
of the poſſeſt Perſons, they cried out, Mrk r. Art 
thou come to torment us before onr time ? Miſerrimum 
eft timere cum ſperes mibil 5 tis the height of Miſery 
to have nothing to hope, and ſomething to fear. 
Their Guilt is attended with Deſpair ; they are in 
Everlaſting Chains ; He that carries the Keys of Hell 
and Death will never open their - Prifon. If the 
Sentence did admit a Revocation after a million of 
Years, their torment would be nothing in compari- 
ſon of what it is : For the longeſt meaſure of Time 
bears no proportion to Eternity ;5 and Hope would 
allay the ſenſe of the preſent Sufferings with the 
proſpe& of future Eaſe. Burt their Judgment is ir- 
reverſible ; they are under the blackne/s of d:rkneſs for 
ever. There 15 not the leaſt glimpſe of hope to allay 
their Sorrows, no Star-light to ſweeten the Horrors 
of their Eternal Night. They arg /ov7 pre, that 
can never be redeemed. It were a kind of Pardon 
to them to be capable of Death : But God will ne- 
ver be ſo far reconciled, as to annihilate them. His 
Anger ſhall be accompliſhed, and his Tury rejt upon them 
Ezek, 3. 5. Immortality, the privilege of their 
Nature , infinitely increaſes their Torment : For 
when the Underſtanding by a ſtrong and active 
Apprehenſion, hath a terrible and unbounded prof- 
pet of the continuance of their Sufferings, that 
what is Intolerable muſt be Eternal , this inexpreſ- 
ſibly exaſperates their Miſery : There wants a word 
beyond Death to fer it forth. This is the condi- 
tion of the ſinning Angels, and God might have 
dealt in as ſtrict Juſtice with Rebcllious Man. *Tis 
true, there are many Reaſons may be afligned why 
the Wiſdom of God made no -provition for their 
Recovery. 


r, It 


154 The Harmany of the Oivine Attributes 


1. It was molt decent that the fr/# Breach of the 
Divine Law ſhould be puniſh'd to- ſecure Obedi- 
ence for ths future. Prudent Lawgivers are ſevere 
againſt the firſt Tranſgreifors, the Leaders in Diſ- 
obedience: He that firit preſumed to break the 
Sabbath, was by God's Command put to Death, 
And So!omon the King of Peace, puniſh'd the firſt 
attempt upon his Royalty with Death , tho' in the 
Perſon of his Brother. 

2. The Maligniry of their Sin was in the higheſt 
degree : For ſuch was the clearneſs of the Ange- 
lica! Underſtanding, that there was nothing of Ip- 
norance and Deceit to ieffen the voluntarineſs of 
their Sin : "Twas no Miſtake, but Malice : They 
fell in the Light of Heaven, and rendred them- 
ſelves incapable of Mercy. As under the Law, 
thoſe who finned with 2 194 554, Heb. 9.7. that is, 
not out of Tgnomnce or Imbecillity, to pleaſe their 
Paflions, but knowingly and proudly deſpiſed the 
Command, their Prefumption was inexpiable , no 
Sacrifice was appointed for ir. And the Goſpel, 
tho' the Declaration of Mercy , yet excepts thoſe 
who fin the great Tranfſgreſlion againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt. Now of ſuch a nature was the Sin of the 
Rebellious Angels, ( Phil. 3.) it being a contem- 
ptuous Violation of God's Majeſty , and therefore 
unpardonable. Befides, they are wholly Spiritual 
Beings, without any allay of Fleſh, and fo fell 
to the utmoſt in Evil, there being nothing to 
ſuſpend the intireneſs of their Will : Whereas the 
Human Spirit is more flow by its Union with the 
Body. And that which extreamly aggravates 
their Sin ts, that it was committed in the ſtate of 
perte&t Happineſs, They deſpiſed the full Fruition 
of God : "Twas therefore congruous to the Di- 
Tine Wildom, that their final Sentence ſhould de- 
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pend upon their firſt Election : Whereas Man's Re- 
bellion, though inconceivably great, was againſt a 
lower Light and leſs Grace diſpenſed to him. 

23. They ſinn'd without a Temprer, and were 
not in the ſame Capacity with Man to be reſtor'd 
by a Saviour. 'The Devil 1s an Original Proprietor 
in Sin, *tis of his en, John 8. 44. Man was be- 
oviled by the Serpent's Subtilty : As he fell by 
another's Malice, ſo he is recover'd by another's 
Merit. 

. The Angelical Nature was not intirely loſt : 
Myriads of bleliled Spirics ſtill continue in the place 
of their Innocency and Glory , and for ever 
aſcribe to the Great Creator that incommunicable 
Honour, which is due to Him ; and perfe&tlv do 
his Commandments , P\al. 103. But all Mankind was 
loft in Adam, and no Religion was leſt in the lower 
World. 

Now although in theſe and other reſpe&s ir 
was moſt conſiſtent with the Wiſdom and Juſtice 
of God, to conclude them under an irrevocable 
Doom, yet the principal Cauſe that inclin'd hint 
to ſave Man , was meer and perfe& Grace. The 
Law made no diſtin&tion,; but awarded the fame 
Puniſhment : Mercy alone made the difference : 
And the reaſon of that is in Himſelf. Millions of 
them fell Sacriſices to Juſtice , and guilty Man was 
ſpared : *Tis not for the Excellency of our Na- 
tures, for Man in his Creation was lower than the 
Angels ; nor upon the account of Service , for 
they having more eminent Endowments of Wil- 
dom and Power might have brought greater Ho- 
nour to God ; nor for our Innocence , for though 
not equally, yet we had highly offended Him : 
But it muſt be reſolved into that Lowe which paſſeth 
Knowledge, "F'was the unaccountable Pleaſure - 
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God that preferr'd Babes before the Wiſe and Prudent, 
Mat. 11. and herein Grace is moſt glorious. He 
in no wiſe took tbe nature of Angels , though immortal 
Spirits z He did not put forth his hand to help 
them , and break the force of their Fall ; He did 
nothing for their Relief, they are under un- 
allazed Wrath : but He took the Seed of Abraham, 
and plants a new Coloay of thoſe who ſprung from 
the Earth, in the Heavenly Country, to fill up the 
vacant places of thoſe Apoſtate Spirits. This is 
juſt marcer or our higheſt Admiration, why the 
milder Attribute 15 exerciſed towards Man, and the 
ſeverer on them ! Why the Veſtels of Clay are 
choſen, and the Veſieis of Gold neglected ! How 
can we reflet upon it withoue the warmeſt Af. 
fections to our Kedeemer ! We ſhall never fully 
underſtand the Riches of diſtinguiſhing Grace, till 
our Savicur :nalt be their Judge, and receive us into 
the Kingdom of Joy and Glory, and condemn them 
to an Eccrnal Separation from his Preſence. 


_— —_ 


CHAP. IX. 


_— 


The Greatneſs of Redeeming Lowe diſcovered by con- 
fiderins the Ewils from which we are freed, The 
Servitude of Sin , the Tyranny of Satan , the Bon- 
dage of the T.aw, the Empire of Death. The 

zea/ure of Love is proportiouable 70 the degrees of 
our Miſery. No poſſible Remedy for us in Na- 
ture, Our Deliverance 7s compleat, The Divine 
Love is magnified in the Means by which our Re- 
deemer z#s accompliſh'd. They are the Incarnation 
and Sufferings of the Son of God. Love is ma- 
nifeſtcd in the Incarnation , upon the account of the 
elfential Condztian of the Nature a{/umed, and its 
dervile 
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Servile State. Chrift took our Nature aftcr it 
had oft its Innocency. The moſt evident Proof 
of God's Love is in the Suffe-ings of Chrilt. The 
deſcription of them with reſpec to his Soul and 
Body. The Sufferizzgs of his Soul ſet forth from 
the Cauſes of his Grief 3 The Di/poſi:ion of Chriit, 
and the Deſien of God in aoffiifirg Him. The 
Sorrows of his forſaken State. * All comforting In« 
fluences were ſuſpended, bus withour Prejudice to 
the Perſonal Union , or the Perfettion of bis Grace, 
or the Love of his Father towards him. The Death 
of the Croſs conſidered, with reſpect to the Tonomi- 
ny and Torment that concurr'd in it. The Love of 
the Father and of Chriſt amplified upon the account 
of his enduring it, 


H E next Circumſtance to be confider'd in the 
Divine Mercy is the degree of it : And this is 
deſcribed by the Apoſtle in all the dimenlions 
which can ſignify its greatneſs. He prays for the 
Epheſians, Epheſ. 3. 18. that they mcy be able io com- 
prehend with all Saizts , the breadth , and length , and 
depth , and height of the Love of God in Chriſt which 
paſſes Knowledge. No Language is ſufficient to ex- 
preſs it : If our Hearts were as large as the Sand 
on the Sea-ſhore, yet they were too ſtrait to com- 
prehend it. Burt although we cannot arrive to the 
perfe&t knowledge of this excellent Love , yer *tis 
our Duty to ſtudy it with che greateſt Application 
of Mind ; for our Happineſs depends upon ic ; and 
fo far we may underſtand as to inflame our 1Tearts 
with a Superlative Aﬀecttion to God. And the tuj! 
diſcovery which here we deſire, and ſearch after, in 
the future State, ſhall be obtained by the Preſence 
and Light of our Redeemer. Now the Greatneſs 

of the Divine Love in ouc Redemption appears, 
x. By 
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we are freed. 
2. The means by which our Redemption is ac- 
complith'd. 
3. That excellent State to which we are advanc'd 
by our Redeemer. 
1. If we refle& upon the horror of our natural 


State, it will exceedingly heighten the Mercy that | 


delivered us. This I have in part opened before; 
therefore T will be the ſhorter in deſcribing it. Man 
by his Rebellion had forfeited God's Favour, and 


the Honour and Happineſs he enjoyed in Paradiſe ; F 
Pſal. 49. 20. And as there is no middle State be- F 
tween Sovereignty and Miſery, he that falls from F 
the Throne ſtops not till he comes to the bottom ; ſo F 
when Man fell from God and the Dignity of his in- | 


nocent State, he became extreamly miſerable. He 


is under the Servitude of Sin , the Tyranny of Sa- 


tan, the Bondage of the Law, and the Empire of Þ 


Death. 


1. Man isa Captive to Sin. He is fallen from the | 
Hand of his Counſel, under the Power of his Paffions. Þ 
Love, Hatred, Ambition, Envy, Fear, Sorrow, and all þ 
the other ſtinging Afﬀections ( of which is true what Þ 
Solinus ſpeaks of the ſeveral kinds of Serpents in | 
Africa, Quantns nominum tantus mortium numerus) exer- | 
ciſe a Tyranny over him. Andif no Man can ſerve two | 
Maſters, as our Saviour tells us, Mat. 6. 24. how wret- F 
ched is the Slaveryof Man, whole Paſſions are ſo oppo- | 
ſite, that in obeying one, he cannot eſcape the Laſh | 
of many Imperious Maſters ? He is poiſeit with a | 
Legion of impure Luſts. And as the Demoniack | 
in the Goſpel was ſometimes caſt into the Fire, and | 
ſometimes into ihe Water ; ſo is he hurried by the | 
Fury of contrary Paſſions. This Servitude to Sin is | 


in all reſpects compleat. For thoſe who ſerve, are 
| either 


I. By refleting on the mighty Evils from which 
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either born ſervants, or bought with a price, or 


made Captives by force : and Sin hath all theſe. 
kinds of Title to man. He zs conceived and born in 
Sin, Plal. 51. He is ſold under Sin, Rom. 7. And 
ſells himſelf to do evil , Iſa. 28. 15. As that which is 
ſold paſſes into the Poſſeflion of the Buyer, — fo the 
Sinner exchanging himſelf for the Pleaſures of Sin, 
is under its Power. Original Sin took Poſſeflion of 
our Nature, and Actual of our Lives. He is the 
Servant of Corruption by yielding to it : For of 
whom a man zs overcome, of the ſame he is brought in 
Bondage, 2 Pet. 2. 19. The condition of the moſt 
wretched Bondſlave is more ſweet and leſs ſervile 
than that of a Sinner. For the ſevereſt Tyranny is 
exerciſed only upon the Body, the Soul remains free 
in the mid& of Chains ; Slaves are called ua 
Bodies, Rev. 18. 13. but the Power of Sin oppreſ- 
ſes the Soul , the moſt noble Part, and defaces the 
bright Character of the Deity that was ſtampt up- 
on its Viſage. The worſt Slavery is terminated with 
this preſent Life, In the Grawe the Priſoners reſt to- 
gether, they hear not the Voice of the Oppreſſor. The 
ſmall and the great are there , and the Servant 1: free 
from his Maſter. Job 2. 18, 19. But there is no ex- 
emption from this Servitude by Death , it extends 

it ſelf to Eternity. 
_ 2. Man fince his Fall is under the Tyranny of Sa- 
tan, who is call'd the God of this World, and is more 
abſolute than all temporal Princes, his Dominion 
being over the Will. He overcame Mar in Para- 
diſe, and by the right of War rules over him. The 
Soul is kept in his Bondage by ſubtile Chains, of 
which the ſpiritual Nature 15s capable. The Under- 
ſtanding is captivated by Ignorance and Errors ; 
the Will by inordinate and dangerous Luſts ; the 
Memory by the Images of ſinful Pleaſures, _ 
Mort 
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mortal Viſions which inchant the Soul, and make it 
not deſirous of Liberty. Never did cruel Pirate fo 
incompaſtionately urge his Slaves to ply their Oars 
in charging, or flying from an Enemy, as Satan in- 
Cites thoſe who are his Captives to do his Will, 2 Tim, 
2. 26. And can there b2 a more aftlicting Calami- 
ty, than to be the Slave of one's Enemy, eſpecially 
if baſe and criet £ This is the Condition of Man, 
he is a Captive to the Devil, who was a Liar, anda 
Murder from the Begmring. He is under the Rage 
of that bloody Tyrant, whoſe Ambition was to 
render Man as miſerable as himſelf, who in triumph 
upbraids him for kis Foily, and adds deriſion to his 
Cruelty. 

3. Fallen Man is under the Curſe and Terrors of 
the Law. For being guilty, he is juſtly expoſed to 
the Puniſhment threatn2d againſt 'Tranfgreſlors, 
without the allowance of Repentance to obtain Par- 
don. And Conſcience, which is the Eccho of the 
Law in his Boſom , repeats the dreadful Sentence. 
This is an Acculſer which none can ſilence, a Judge 
that none can decline : And iroin hence it 1s that 
Men all their Life are {abject to Bondave, Heb. 2. be- 
ing cbnoxious to the Wrath of God, which the 
awakened Conſcience fearfully ſets before them. 

This complicated Servitude of a Sinner the Scripture 
repreſents under great Variety of Simiitudes , that 
the Defects of one may be ſupplicd by another. 
Every Sinner is a Servant, Job. 8.34, Now a Servant 
by flight may recover his Libercy : But the Sinner 
is a Captive in Chains 2 Trim. 2. ur, A Captive 
may be freed by laying down a Ranſom ; but the 
Sinn2r is deeply in Debt : Every Debtor 1s not mi- 
ſerable by his own Fault, ( Mz. 18.) it mav be his 
Infelicicy, not his Crime, thar he 1s poor ; bur the 
Sinner is guiiry of the highent Offence ; Ts, x. 6. 
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A guilty Perſon may enjoy his Health ; bnt the Stn- 
ner is ſick of a deadly Dileaſe, an incurable Wound : 
He that is fick and wounded may ſend for the Phyſt- 
cian in order to his Recovery ; but the Sinner is in 2 
deep Sleep, 2 Tim. 2.26, The Apoſtle ſets forth 
the Converſion of a Sinner by the Word «viper, 
which ſignifies an awaking out of fleep, cauſed by 
the Fumes of Wine or ftrong Liquor 3 which 1s an ©Xx- 
cellent Reſemblance of the Sinner's State, who: ein 
the ſpiritual Sexſes are bound up, and the Paſſions, as 
thick and malignant Yapours, cloud the Mind, that 
it cannot reflect upon his Miſeries, He that is aſleep 
may awake ; but the Sinner is in a State of Death, 
which implies not only a Ceſſation fromall vital 4z- 
075, but an abſolute diſability to perform them. The 
Underſtanding is diſabled for any ſpir:tua! Per- 
ception, the Will for any holy Inclinattons, the 
whole Man is diſabled for the ſenſe of his wretched 
State, This is the /pirirual Death which jultly ex= 
Poſes the Sinner to Death temporal and eternal 
4. Every Man as deſcending from Adam. is horn 
a Sacrifice to Death. His condition in this Werld 
is fo wretched and unworthy the original Excellency 
of his Nature, that it deſerves not the name of Life: 
'Tis a continual Exerciſe of finful Actions diſhonou- 
rable to God, «nd damning to himſelf, and after 
the Succeſſion of a few Years in the Defilemer:ts of 
Sin, and the Accidents of this frail State, in doing 
and ſuffering Evil, Man comes to his fatal Period, 
and falls into the bottomleſs Pit, the place of Pollu- 
tions and Horrors, of Sin and Torments, "Tis 
there that the Wrath of God abices on him; and who 
knows the Power of his Wrath ? According to his Fear, 
fo is his Wrarb, Pfal. go. 12. Fear is an nnbounded 
Paſſion, and can extend ir ſelf to the Apprehenſion 
of {5ch Torments, which no fi-ive Power can in- 
» flict ; 
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fit : But the Wrath of God exceeds the moſt jea- 
lous Fears of the guilty Conſcience. It proceeds 
from infinite Juſtice, and 1s executed by Almighty 
Power, and contains eminently all kind of Evils. A 
Lake of flaming Brimſtone , and whatever is moſt 


dreadful to Serſe, is but an imperfect Alluſion to re- 


preſent it. 

And how great is that Love which pitied and reſ- 
cucd us from Sin and Hell ? This faving Mercy is 
ſet oat for its Tenderneſs and Vehemence by the 
commotion of the Bowels, at the ſight of one in mi- 
ſery, Luke 1.78. eſpecially the working of the Mo- 
ther, when any Evil befals her Children : Such an 
inward deep reſentment of our Diſtreſs was in the Fq- 
ther of Mercies. When we were in our blood, He ſaid 
unto us, Live, Ezek.16.6. And that which further dif- 
covers the eminent degree of his Love is this ; He 
might have been unconcerned with our Diſtreſs, and 
left us under Deſpair of Deliverance. There is a 
Compaſſion which ariſeth from Self-love, when the 
ſight of anothers Miſery ſurpriſes us, and affects us 
in ſuch a manner as to diſturb our Repoſe, and im- 
bitter our Joy, by confidering our liableneſs to the 
ſame Troubles, and from hence we are enclin'd to 
helpthem. And there is a Compaſlion that proceeds 
from pure Love to the miſerable, when the Perſon 
that expreſles It , is above all the aſſaults of Evil, 
and incapable of all Aﬀections that might leſſen his 
Felicity, and yet applies himſelf to relieve the at- 
flited ; and ſuch was God's towards Man. 

If it had been a.tolerable Evil under which we 
were faln, the Mercy that recovered us had been | 
leſs : For Bencfits are valued by the neceſlity of the 
Receiver. But Man was diſinherited of Paradiſe, an 
Heir of Hell, his Miſery was inconceivably great. 
Now the meaſure of God's Love is proportionable 
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'to the Miſery from whence we are redemed, If 


there had been any poſlible Remedy for us in Nature, 
our Engagements had not been ſo great : But only 
He that created us by his Power, could reſtore us 
by his Love. Briefly, it magnifies the Divine Com- 
paſſion, that our Deliverance is full and intire. It had 


' been admirable Favour to have mrigated our Miſery, 


but we have a perfet Redemption ſweetned by the 
remembrance of thoſe dreadful Evils that oppreſt us. 
As the three Hebrew Martyrs came unhurt out of the 
fiery Furnace, The hair of their Heads wcre not ſinged, 
mor their Coats changed, nor the ſmell of the Fire had 
paſſed on them, Dan. 3. 27. $0 the Saints above have 
no marks of Sin or Miſery remaining upon them, 
not the leaſt ſpot or wrinchle to blaſt their Beauty, nor 
the leaſt trouble to diminiſh their Bleſſedneſs ; but 
for ever poſleſs the fulneſs of Joy and Glory, a pure 
and triumphant Felicity. 

2. The Greatneſs of the Divine Love towards 
faln Man appears in the means by which our Re- 
demption is accompli{nd. And thoſe are the Incar- 
nation and Suwfferings of the Son of God. The In- 
carnation manifeſts this Love upon a double account. 

I. In regard of the eſſential condition of the Na- 
ture he aſſum'd. 

2, Its Servile State and Meanneſs. 

1. The eſſential Condition of the Humane Ni4- 
ture aſſum'd by our Redeemer diſcovers his tran- 
ſcendent Love'to us. ' For what proportion is there 
between Ged and Man ? Infinite and Finite are not 
Terms that admit Compariſon, as Greater and Leſs ; 
but are diſtant, as All and Nothing. The whole 
World before him, is buz as the drop of the Bucket 
that bath ſcarce weight to fall. and the ſmall duft of 
the Ballance, that is not of ſuch mon.ent as 10 turn the 
Scales 5, "14s as nuthirg, and courted It! than nothing, 
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and Vanity, Iſa. 45. 15, 17- The Deity in its own 
Nature includes Independence and Sovereignty. To 
be a Crcature implies Dependance and SubjeQion, 
The Angelical Nature is infinitely inferiour to the 
Divine, and Man is lower than the Angels ; yet the 
Word was made Fleſh. Add to this, he was not made 
as Adam in the PerfeQion of his Nature, and begin- 
ning the firſt ſtep of his Life in the full exerciſe of 
Reaſon, and Dominion over the Creatures, but he 
came into the World by the way of a natural Birth, 
and dependence upon a mortal Creature. The E- 
ternal Wiſdom of the Father ſtoop'd to a ſtate of 
Infancy, which is moſt diſtant from that of Wiſ- 
dom. wherein though the Life, yet the Light of the 
reaſonable Soul 1s not viſible; and the mighty God, 
to a condition of Indigence and Infirmrty. The Lord 
of Nature ſubmitted to the Laws of it. Admirable 
Love ! wherein God ſeemed to forget his own 
greatneſs, and the meanneſs of the Creature. This 
ts more indeared to us by conſidering, 

2. The ſervile State of the Naturs he aſſumed. 
An account of this we have in the Words of the 
Apoſtle, Phil. 2. 5,6, 7,8. Let this Mind be in you, 
which was alſo in Chrift ;, who being in the form of God, 
that is, enjoying the Divine Nature with all its Glo- 
ry ctern3lly,. and invariably. As to be in the form 
of a King, ſignifies not only to bea King, but to 
have all the conſpicucus marks of Royalty, the 
Crown, Scepter, Throne, the Guards and State of 
a King. Thus onr Saviour poſleſt that Glory that 
is truly Divine, before he took our Nature, Jobs 
t7.5- The Angels adored him in Heaven, and by 
him Princes reigned on the Earth, Prov. 8.15. *Tis 
added, He thought it no Robbery to be equal with God, 
Phil. 2. 6. that is, bring the eſſential Image of 
the Father, he had a rightful poſſeſſion of all his Per- 
fecti ons, 


=> FF. F 5 Y FF. FT TCO”. Hr. os NC RT Ore eo CL ITS 


et 


[11 Contriving Yan's Redemption. 165 
fetions ; yet he maxe himſelf of no Reputation, and 
rok, upon the form of a Servant, and was made in 
the likeneſs of Man: This is a lower degree of Con- 
deſcenſion, than the aſſuming the naked Humane 
Nature. A Servant 1s not ſimply a Man, there be- 
ing many Men of higher Quality, but a Man in a 
low State. Now he that was in the Form of Gcd, 
leſſened himſelf into the Form of a Servant, that is, 
took the Human Nature without Honour, attended 
with its Infirmitiesz So that by the viſible Condi- 
tion of his- Life, he was judged to be an ordinary 
Perſon, and not that under that meanneſs the 
Lord of Angels had been concealed. This will 
more diſtinctly be underſtood, it we conſider the 
lowneſs of his Extraction, the poverty of his 
Birth, and the tenour of his Life. whilſt he con- 
vers'd with Men. What Nation wgs more diſpi- 
cable in the eſteem of the World man the Fews ? 
yet of their ſtock Chriſt diſdained not to de- 
ſcend (y). And among the Jews none were more 
vilified than the Galileans, and in Galilee, Nazareth 
was a contemptible Village, and in Nazarcth the 
Family of Joſeph was very obſcure, and to him our 
Saviour was nearly allied. His reputed Father was 
a Carpenter, and his Mother a poor Virgin, that 
offered two Pigeons for her Purification. He firſt 
breathed in a Stable, and was covered with poar 
Swadling-cloaths, who was Miſter of Heaven and 
Earth, and adorns all Creatures with their Glory. 
But Love made him, who is Heir of all things, re- 
nounce the priviledge of his Supernatural Sonſhip. 
Inconceivable Condeſcenſion ! Therefore an Angel 
was diſpatcht from Heaven, who appeared with a 

| M 3 ſurpri- 


(3) The Jews are called by Tacitus, Viliſhma pars ſervientium. 
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ſurprizing miraculous Light, the viſible Charatter 
of his Dignity, to prevent the Scandal which 
might ariſe from the meanneſs of his Condition, 
and to aſſure the Shepherds that the Babe which 
lay in the Manger, was the Redeemer of the World, 
Luke 2. 12. The courſe of his Life was a Preface, 
and preparative for the Death of the Croſs. He 
had a juſt right to all that Glory, which a created 
Nature perſonally united to the Deity could re- 
celive. An eminent inſtance of it there was 1n his 
Transfguration, when Glory deſcended from Hea- 
ven to incompaſs him; that which was {ſo ſhort 
ſhould have been continual, bur he preſently re- 
turned to the lowneſs of his former Condition, 
The fulneſs of the Godhead awelt in him bodily, yet in 
his humble Stare he was voluntarily deprived of 
thoſe admiraRle Effets which ſhould proceed from 
that Union. "Strange Separation between the De- 
ity, and the Glory that reſults from it! God-is 
Light, and the Son is the brightneſs of his Fa- 
ther's Glory, yet in his Pilgrimage upon the Earth 
he was always under a Clond. Aſtoniſhing Mirt- 
cle! tranſcending all thoſe in the compaſs of Na- 
ture, yet the power of Love effeed it. He was 
made not only lower tvan the Arzgels, but leſs than all 
Men, Reb. 2. joyning (Oh amazing Abaſement!:) 


the Majeſty of God, with the meanneſs of a Worm, || 


Pſal. 22. The High and Lofty One, whom the Pro- 
phet ſaw Exatred on a F:9h Throne, Iſa. 6. and all 
the Powers of Heaven in a Poſture of Reverence 
about him, was deſpiſed and rejetted of Men ;, 1a. 53. 
they turned their Eyes from him, not. for the luſtre of 
his Countenance, bur for Shame, 

If the Lord had aſſumed our Nature in its moſt 
honourable Condition, and appeared in its Beauty) 
the Condeſcenſion were infinite : - For altho' Men 

are 


————. 
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are diſtinguiſh*d among themſelves by Titles of Ao- 
nour, yet as two Gloworms that ſhine with an une- 
qual Brightneſs in the Night, are equally obſcured 
by the Light of the Syn : So all Men, thoſe that 
are advanc'd to the moſt eminent degree, as well as 
the moſt abje&t and wretched, are in the ſame di- 
ſtance from God. But He empried himſelf of all his 
Glory ; Phil. 2. He grew up as a tender Plant, and as a 
Root out of a dry Ground, there was no Form or Come- 
lineſs in him; Iſa. 53. 2. From his Birth to the 
time of his Preaching he lived ſo privately, as only 
known under the quality of the Carpenter's Sogf 
There was a continual repreſſion of that inconcets 
vable Glory, that was due to him the firſt moment 
of his appearing among Men. In ſhort, His de- 
ſpiſed Condition was an ahaſement not only of his 
Divinity, but his Humanity. And how conſpicu- 
ous was his Love in this darkning Condeſcenſion ? 
We know the Grace of the Lord Jeſus Chrif, that tho) 
he was rich, he became poor for our ſakes, 2 Cor. 8, 9. 
He did not aflume thar which was due to the Excel- 
lency of his Nature, but what was convenient for 
our Redemption, which was to be accomplilh'd by 
Sufferings. 

Where can be found an Example of ſuch Love ? 
Some have favourable Inclinations to help the Dt- 


, ſtreſſed, and will expreſs ſo much Compaſſion as is 


conſiſtent with their State and Quality : Bur if in 
order to the relieving of the Miſerable, one mult 
ſubmit to what is ſhameful, who hath an Aﬀection 
ſo ſtrong and venement as to purchaſe his Brother's 
Redemption at the loſs of his own Honour ? Yet the 
Son of God deſcended from his Throne, and put on 
our vile Mortality : He parted with his Glory, that 
He might be qualified to part with his Life for our 
Salvation, How doth this exalt bis Compallion to us! 
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Add farther, He took our Nature after it had loſt 
its Prirurive Innocency, The: natural diſtance be- 
tween God and the Creature 1s 1-finite 5 the moral 
between God and the linful Creature, if poſſible, 
is more than 3nfinite: Yet the Mercy of our Re- 
deemer overcame this diſtance. What an extaſie 
of Love tranſported the Son of God ſo far as to 
eſp-uſe our Nature, after it was depraved and 
diſhonour'd with Sin? He was efſertial Innocence 
and Purity, yet He came 32 the ſpmilitude of ſinful 
Fl:h, Rom. 8. 3. which to outward view was not 
differen: from what was really ſinful. He was the 
Holy Lawgiver, yet He ſubmitted to that Law, 
which made Him appear under the Character and 
Diſreputarion of a Sinner,. He paid the bloody 
Tribate of the Children of Wrath, being circum- 
cifed as guilty of Adam's Sin z and he was baptiſed 
as _ of his own. 

The moſt evident and ſenſible proof of the 
—— of God's Love to Mankind, is in the 
Sufferings of our Redeemer to obtain our Pardon. 
He is called in Scripture, A Man of Sorrows, Ia. 53. 
the Title ſignifies their Number and Quality. His 
whole Life was a continnal Paſſion : He iuffered 
the Contraaition of Sinners, who by their malicious 
Calnmnics o:ſcur'd che Juſtre of his Miracles and 
moſt innocent Aattions : Fie £ncumed the Tempta- 
tions of Satan in the IDefert: He was often in 
danger of is Life : 1.7 #!} theſe were nothing in 
compariſcn of his } .c &ofierings. ?Tis therefore 
ſaid, That the bars 2pprehenfion of them, He 
began to bc Sorrow! ,- as if he hail never felt any 
Gric ft till ticn, His former Afﬀictions were like 
ſcattzr'd drops of Rain : But as in the Delnge al 
re Funtains bencath, ard all the Windows of Heaven 
evove were opened , SO 1n our Saviour's laſt Sufferings, 

the 
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the Anger of God, the Cruelty of Men, the Fury 
of Devils broke out together againſt him. And 
that the degrees of his Love may be meaſured by 
thoſe of his Sufferings , it will be fit to conſider 
them with reſpect to his Soul and his Body. The 
Goſpel deliyers to us the Relation of Both. 

1. Upon his entrance into the Garden, He com- 
plains, My Soul is exceeding ſorrowful , even unto 
Death. There were preſent only Peter, Fames and 
John his happy Favourites, who aſſured him of 
their Fidelity ; there was no viſible Enemy to afflict 
Him, yet his Soul was environ'd with Sorrows. ?Tis 
eaſie to conceive the Injuries he ſuffered from the 
Rage of Men, for they were terminated upon his 
Body ; but how to underſtand his inward Sufferings, 
the Wounds of his Spirit, the Croſs to which his 
Soul was nailed, is very difficult. Yet theſe were 
inexpreſlibly greater, as the viſible Effefts declare. 
The Anguiſh of his Soul ſo afte&ed his Body, that 
his Sweat was as it were great drops of Blood , the mi- 
raculous evidence of his Agony. The Terror was 
ſo dreadful, that the aſſiſtance of an Angel could 
not calm it. And if we conſider the Cauſes of his 
Grief, the Diſpoſitions of Chriſt, and the Deſign 
of God in affliting him , it will further appear 
that no Sorrow was ever like his. The Cauſes 
were, 

1. The Evil of Sin, which inconceivably exceeds 
all other : For the juſt meaſure of an Evil is taken 
from the Good to which it js oppoſite, and of 
which it deprives us. Now Sin 1s formally oppo- 
ſite to the holy Nature and Will of God, and me- 
ritoriouſly deprives of his bleſſed Preſence for ever. 
Therefore God being the ſupreme Good, Sin is 
the ſupreme Evil. And Grief being the Reſent- 
ment of an Evil, that which is proportioned to 
7 —_ the 
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the Evil of Sin mult be infinite. Now the Lord 
Chriſt alone had perfe& Light to diſcover Sin in 
its true Horror, and perfe& Zeal to hate it accor- 
ding to its Nature: For, who can nnderſtand the 
excellency of Good, and the malignity of Evil, 
but the Author of the one and the Judge of the 
other ? Who can fully conceive the guilt of Re- 
bellion againſt God, but the Son of God, who is 
alone able to comprehend his own Majeſty ? On this 
account the grief of our Redeemer exceeded all the 
ſorrows of repenting Sianers, from the beginning 
of the World. For our Knowledpe is ſo imperfeR, 
and our Zeal ſo remiſs, that our grief for Sin is 
much beneath what *tis worthy of : But Sin was as 
hateful to Chriſt as it is in it ſelf, and his Scerrow 
was equal to its Evil. 

2. The Death he was to ſuffer, attended with all 
the Curſes of the Law, and the terrible marks of 
God's Indignation. From hence 'ris ſaid, He began 
to be ſore amazed and to be very heavy, Mat. 14. 34. 
*Tis wonderful that the Son of God, who had per- 
fe& Patience, and the Strength of the Deity to 
fapport him, who knew that his Paſſion ſhould ſoon 
paſs away, and that the Iſſue ſhould be his own 
?lorious Reſurreftion, and the recovery of lapſed 
Man, that he ſhould be ſhaken with Fear and op- 

reſſed with Sorrow at the firſt approaches of it : 

ow many of the Martyrs have with an undiſtur- 
bed Courage embraced a more cruel Death ? But 
to them *twas difarm'd ; whereas our Saviour en- 
countred it with all its formidable Pomp, with its 
Darts and Poiſon. 

3. The Wrath of God was inflamed againſt. 
him. For altho* he was perfetly innocent, and 
more diſtant from Sin than Heaven is from the 


Earth, yet by the Ordination of God, and his own 
Conſent 
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Conſent being made onr Sponſor, the Iniquity of us 
all was laid upon him ;, 1a. 53. He ſuffered as deep- 
ly as if he had been guilty Yimaitive Juſtice was 
incxorable to his Prayers and Tears. Altho? he re- 
newed his Requeſt with the greateſt Ardency, as 'tis 
ſaid hy the Evangeliſt, That being in an Agony, he 
prayed more earneſtly, yet God would not ſpare him. 
The Father of Mercies ſaw his Son humbled in 
his Preſence, proſtrate on the Earth, yet deals 
with him in extream Severity. . He was ſtriken, 
ſmitten of Gerd, and affiiftied. And who is able to 
conceive the weight of God's Hand when he pu- 
niſhes Sin according to its deſert ? Who can under- 
ſtand the degrees of thoſe Sufferings when God 
exaQs Satisfaction from one that was obliged, and 
able to make it ? How piercing were thoſe Sorrows 
whereby Divine Juſtice, infinitely incens'd, was to 
be appeas'd? Who knows the conſequence of thoſe 
words, My God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me ? 
"Tis impoſſible to comprehend, or repreſent that 
great and terrible Myſtery. But thus much we 
way underſtand, That Holineſs and Glory being 
eſſential to the Deity, they are communicated to 
the reaſonable Nature when united to it : But with 
this difference, that Holineſs neceſſarily reſults from 
Union with God : For Sin being infinitely repug- 
nant to his Nature, makes a Separation between 
him and the Creature: But Glory and Joy are 
diſpenſed in a free and arbitrary manner. This 
Dereliction of our Saviour muſt be underſtood 
with reſpe& to the ſecond, not the firſt Commu- 
nication. In the extremiry of his Torments all 
his Aﬀe&ions were innocent and regular, being 
only raiſed to that degree, which the vehemency of 
the Obje& required. He expreſt no murmur a- 
gainſt God, nor anger againſt his Enemies. His 
_ Faith, 
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Faith, Love, Humility, Patience were then in their 
Exaltation. But that glorious and unſpeakable 
Joy which in the courſe of his Life the Deity con- 
veyed to him, was then withdrawn. An impetu- 
ous torrent of pure unmixed Sorrows broke into his 
holy Soul: He felt no refreſhing Emanations, ſo 
that having loſt the ſenſe of preſent Joy, there re- 
mained in his Soul only the hope of future Joy. - 
And in that ſad moment, his Mind was fo intent 
upon his Sufferings, that he ſeems to have been di- 
verted from the actual conſideration of the Glory 
that attended the iſſue of them. 

Briefly, All comforting Influences were ſuſpended, 
but without prejudice to the Perſonal Union, or 
the Perfection of his Grace, or to the Love of his _ 
Father toward him. His Soul was liable to Sor- :7 
rows, as his Body to Death. For the Deity is the *; 


Principle of Life as well as of Joy; and as the * 


Body of Chriſt was three days in the ſtate of Death, | 
and the Hypoſtatical Union remained entire; ſo 
his Soul was left for a time under the fearful im- 
preſſions of Wrath, yet was not ſeparated from the 
Godhead. And altho* he endured whatever was 
neceſſary for the Expiation of Sin; yet all vicious 
Eyils, as Blaſphemy, Hatred of God, and any 0- 
ther which are not inflifted by the Judge, but in 
ſkritneſs are accidental to the Puniſhment, and 
proceed from the Weakneſs or Wickedneſs of the 
Patient, he was not in the leaſt guilty of. Beſides, 
when his Father appear'd an Enemy againſt him, at 
that time he was infinitely pleaſed in his Obedience. 
But with theſe exceptions our Bleſſed Lord ſuffered 
whatever was due tO Us. 

The Sorrows of his forſaken State were inex- 
preſlibly great; for according to the degree and 
ſenſe we have of Happineſs, ſuch in proportion 1s 
our 


" 
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* our grief for the loſs of i. Now Chriſt had the 
| fulleſt Enjoyment, and the higheſt valuation of 


God's Favour. His Enjoyment was rais'd above 
what the moſt glorious Spirits are capable of : All 
his Faculties were pure and vigorous, never blunted 
with Sin, and intimately united to the Deity. 
How cutting then was it to his Soul, to be ſuf- 
pended from the perfe&t Viſion of God ? To be 


. divorc'd as it were from himſelf, and to loſe that 
© Paradiſe he always had within him? If all the 


Angels of Light were at once depriv'd of their 
Glory, the Loſs were not equel to this dreadful 
Eclipſe of the Sun of Righteouſneſs: As if all the 
Stars were extingniſh'd, the Darkneſs would not be 
ſo terrible, as if the Sun the Fountain of Light 


were put out. Whatever his Sufferings were in 


kind, yet in degree they were anſwerable to the 
full and juſt deſert of Sin, and ſurpaſt the Power 
of the Human or Argelical, Nature to endure. In 
ſhorr, his ſorrows were only equalled by that Love 
which procured them. 

And as the Snfferings inflited by the Hand of 
God, ſo the Evils he endured from Men, declare the 
infniteneſs of our Redeemer's Love to us. For the 
further diſcovery of ir, *cis neceſſary to refle& upon 
his Death, which is ſet down by the Apoſtle as the 
loweſt degree of his Humiliation, in which the 
ſucceſſion of all his Bodily Sufferings is included, 
it being the Compliment of all. And if we conſt- 
der the quality of it, the Goodneſs of our Re- 
deemer, will be more viſible in his voluntary ſub- 
miſſion to it. Two Circumſtances make the kind of 
Death which is to be ſuffer'd, very terrible to us, 
Ignominy and Torment; and they erainently concur 
inthe Death of the Croſs. 

1. The greateſt lznominy attended it, and that 
in 
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in the accout of God and Men. As Honour is 77. 


bonorante, and depends upon the eſteem of others ; 
fo Infamy conſiſts in the Judgment of others. Now 
in the account of the World every Death inflited 
for a Crime is attended with Diſgrace : But that 
receives its degrees from the manner of it. To be 
executed privately is a favour, but to be made a 
Spectacle to the Multitude, encreaſes the Diſhonour 
of one that ſuffers. When Death is ſpeedily in- 
flicted, the ſenſe of Shame is preſently paſt ; but 
to be expoſed to publick view for many hours, asa 
Malefa@tor, whilſt the Bcholders deteſt the Crime, 
and abhor the Puniſhment, is an heavy Aggravation 
of ir. Beheading, which is ſuddenly diſpatcht by 
a Sword or Military Inſtrument, and therefore 
more honourable, was a Priviledge : But to hang 
on the Croſs, was the moſt conſpicuous mark of the 
publick Juſtice and Diſpleaſure: A ſpecial Infamy 
was concommitant with it. Among the Jews, 
hanging on a Tree was branded with the Curſe : 
Therefore God commanded that the Boajes of thoſe 
that were hanged on a Tree ſ1ould be taken down in the 
Evening, that the Land might not be defiled with a 
Curſe; Deut. 21.23. And the Judgment of other 
Nations was an{werable : (z) for it was only in» 
flicted on the moſt inſamons Offenders, as Fugitives, 
Slaves, Thieves, and Traitors, ſuch whom the 
lowneſs of their Quality , or the height of their 
Crimes rendred unworthy of any reſpe&t. Hence 
"tis, that Cicero (a) to aggravate the Cruelty of 

Verres 


(T) Pone Crucem Servo, Juven. Sat. 6. (84) Liberi Homines 
aut Cives Remzni hoc ſupplicio affici non poterant, niſi ſervi pXx- 
ne fierit. Fecigus eft vincire Kominum Civem, Scelus eſt ver- 
berare, propz Parricidum necare, quid dicam in Crucem tollere ? 
_ quidem latis digno tam netaria res appellati nullo modo 
PuC[ci » 
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Verres in crucifying a Roman Citizen , calls it a 
nameleſs Wickedneſs, No Eloquence could expreſs 
the Indignity. 

2, The pain of that Death was extreme, The 
Hands and Feet, thoſe parts wherein the complexion 
of the Nerves meet, and are of an exquiſite Sexe, 
were nailed. Crucified Perſons ſuffered a flow 
Death, but quick Torments : They felt themſelves 
die. Therefore in pity the Soldiers broke their 
Legs, to put a period to their Miſery. And to com- 
pleat their Puniſhment, they were judg'd unworthy 
to enjoy the priviledge of the Grave, repoſe in the 
Boſom of the Earth our common Mother, the laſt 
Conſolation of the Dead, but were expoſed as a Prey 
to Birds and Beaſts. 

Now the Son of God endured no gentler nor no- 
bler Death than that of the Croſs. His pure and 
gracious Hands,which were never ſtretcht out but to 
do good, were pierced ; and thoſe Feet which bore 
the Redeemer of the World, and for which the 
Waters had a reverence, were naild. His Body, 
the precious Workmanſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, the 


Temple of the Deity, was deſtroyed. He that is | 


the Glory of Heaven, was made the ſcorn of the 
Earth: The King of Kings was crucified between 
Two Thieves in Jeruſalem, at their Sacred Feaſt, in 
the Face of the World. His naked Body was ex- 


poſed on the Croſs for three hoars, only covered 


with a Veil of Darkneſs. This was ſuch a fupen- 
dious ſubmiſſion of the Son of God, that his Death 
altoniſht the Univerſe in another manner, than his 
Birth and . Life, his Reſurrection and Aſcenſion. 
Univerſal Nature relented at his laſt Sufferirgs. The 
Sun was ſtruck with horror , and withdrew its 
Light ; it did not appear crown'd with Beams,when 
the Creator was with Thorrs, The Earth trembled, 
and 
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ſympathis'd with him; and 'tis in this we have the 
moſt viſible inſtance of Divine Love to us. 

The Scripture diſtinaly repreſents the Love of 
God in giving his Sor, and the Love of Chri# in 
giving himſelf to die for Man, and both require our 
deepeſt conſideration. 

The Father expreſt ſuch an exceſs of Love, that 
our Saviour himſelf ſpeaks of it with admiration : 
God ſo loved the World, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whoſoever believes on him ſhould not periſh, 
but have everlaſting Life, John 3.16. If Abraham's 
reſolution to offer his Son, was in the Judgment of 
God a convincing Evidence of his Aﬀe&tion, Gen. 
22, 12. how much more is the aQual ſacrificing of 
Chriſt the ſtrongeſt proof of God's Love to us ? 
For God had a higher Title to I1/aac than Abraham 
had : The Father of Spirits hath a nearer claim, 
than the Fathers of Fleſh. Abraham?s readineſs 
to offer up his Son was Obedience to a Command, 
not his own choice; *twas rather an Ad of Juſtice 
than Love, by which he render'd to God what was 
his own. But God ſpared not his own Son in whom 
he had an Eternal Right : And he was not only free 
from Obligation, but not ſaed to for our Salvation 
in that wonderful way. For what Humane or An- 
gelical Underſtanding could have conceived ſuch a 
Thought, that the Son of God ſhould die for our Re- 
demption ? The moſt charitable Spirits in Heaven 
had not a glimmering Inclination towards this ad- 
mirable way of ſaving us. It had been an impious 
Blaſphemy to have deſired it ; ſo that Chri#t 1s the 
molt abſolute Gift of God to us. Beſides, the Love 
of Abraham is to be meaſured by the Reaſons that 
might excite it ; For according to the amiableneſs 


of the Object, ſo much greater is the Love that 
g1ves 


and the Rocks rent ; the moſt inſenſible Creatures 
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gives it. Many endearing Circumſtances made J/aac 
the Joy of his Father : He was an only Son, mira- 
culouſly obtained, after many Prayers and long ex- 
pectation of his Parents, when natural Vigor was 
ſpent, and all hopes dead of having a ſurviving . 
Heir ; he was in the Spring of his Youth, and the 
Reot of all the Promiſes, that in him a Progeny as 
numerous as the Stars, and that the {eſtan infi- 
nitely more worthy than all the reſt ſhould come 3 
yet at the beſt he was an imperfe&t mortal Crea- 
ture, ſo that but a moderate affe&tion was regular- 
ly due to him, Whereas our Redeemer was not a 
meer Man, or an Angel, bnt God's only begotten 
Son, which Title ſignifies his Unity with him in his 
State and Perfctions; and according to the Excel- 
Jency of his Nature, ſuch is his Father's Love to 
him. St. Jo2n repreſents to us that God js Love 
not cnaritable, and loving, that is too weak an 
Expreſſion, but Love it ſelf, The Divine Nature 
is infinite eflential Love, in which other Perfetions 
are in:-laded. And he produces the ſtrongeſt and 
moſt convincing Teſtimony of it, John 4. g Inthis 
was manifeſted the Love of God to ns, beeauſe that God 
ſent kis only begotten Son into the World, that we might 
[ve through him. The Love of God in all remporal 
Bleſſings, 1s but faint in the compariſon with the 
| ove that 1s exprelt in our Redeemer. As much as 
the Creator cxcceds the Creatire, the Gitt of 
Chriſt is above-the Gifr of the whol2 World, 


Herein 15 L,9ve, ſaith the Apoſtle, thar is the clear- 


elt and higheſt expreſſion of it that can be, God /ert 
his Son t9 be a Propitiation for our Sins, Tie \Wiſlom 
and Power of God did not att to the utmoſt of 
their efficacy 1n the Creation, he could frame a more 
elorions Worlds but the Lnve of Gol in onr 
{range Salvation by Chriſt, cangut ia a higher de- 
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and the Rocks rent ; the moſt inſenfible Creatures 
ſympathis'd with him; and 'tis in this we have the 
moſt viſible inſtance of Divine Love to us. 

The Scripture diſtinaly repreſents the Love of 
God in giving his Sor, and the Love of Chri# in 
giving himſelf to die for Man, and both require our 
deepeſt conſideration. 

The Father expreſt ſuch an exceſs of Love, that 
our Saviour himſelf ſpeaks of it with admiration : 
God ſo loved the World, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whoſoever believes on him ſhould not periſh, 
but have everlaſting Life, John 3. 16. If Abraham's 
reſolution to offer his Son, was in the Judgment of 
God a convincing Evidence of his Aﬀection, Gen. 
22, 12. how much more is the actual ſacrificing of 
Chriſt the ſtrongelt proof of God's Love to us ? 
For God had a higher Title to Iſaac than Abraham 
had : The Father of Spirits hath a nearer claim, 
than the Fathers of Fleſh. Abraham?s readineſs 
to offer np his Son was Obedience to a Command, 
not his own choice; *twas rather an At of Juſtice 
than Love, by which he render'd to God what was 
his own. But God ſpared not his own Son in whom 
he had an Eternal Right : And he was not only free 
from Obligation, but not ſaed to for our Salvation 
in that wonderful way. For what Humane or An- 
gelical Underſtanding could have conceived ſuch a 
Thought, that the Son of God ſhould die for our Re- 
demption ? The moſt charitable Spirits in Heaven 
had not a glimmering Inclination rowards this ad- 
mirable way of ſaving us. It had been an impious 
Blaſphemy to have deſired it ; ſo that Chri# 1s the 
moſt abſolute Gift of God to us. Beſides, the Love 
of Abraham is to be meaſured by the Reaſons that 
might excite it ; For according to the amiableneſs 


of the Object, ſo much greater is the Love that 
| g1ves 
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gives it. Many endearing Circumſtances made J/aac 
the Joy of his Father : He was an only Son, mira- 
culouſly obtained, after many Prayers and long ex- 
pectation of his Parents, when natural Vigor was 
ſpent, and all hopes dead of having a ſurviving . 
Heir ; he was in the Spring of his Youth, and the 
Reot of all the Promiſes, that in him a Progeny as 
numerous as the Stars, and that the Aſia infi- 
nitely more worthy than all the reſt ſhould come z 
yet at the beſt he was an imperfe&t mortal Crea- 
ture, ſo that but a moderate afietion was regular- 
ly due to him. Whereas our Redeemer was not a 
meer Man, or an Angel, bnt God's only begotten 
Son, which Title fignifies his Unity with him in his 
State and Perfctions; and according to the Excel- 
Jency of his Nature, ſuch is his Father's Love to 
him. Sr. Jon repreſents to us that God is Love 
not charitable, and loving, that is too weak an 
Expreſſion, but Love it ſelf. The Divine Nature 
Is infinite eſſential Love, in which other Perfe&tions 


-are in:-laded. And he produces the ſtrongeſt and 


moſt convincing Teſtimony of it, J-hn 4. g Inthis 
was manifeſted the Love of God to us, becauſe that God 
ſent is only begotten Son into the World, that we might 
[ve through him. The Love of God in all remporal 
Bleſſings, 1s but faint in the compariſon with the 
| ove that 1s exprelt in onr Redeemer. As much as 
tie Creator cxcceds the Creatnre, -the Gitt »f 
Chriſt is above-the Gifr of the whols World. 
Herein 15 Love, faith the Apoſtle, that is the clear- 
eſt and higheſt expreſſion of it. that can he, God ent 


| his Son t9 be a Propitiation for our Sins, The Wiflom 
| and Power of God did not act to the nimoſt of 
their efficacy In the Creation, he conld frame a more 


elorions World; but the Love of Gol in our 
Itrange Salvation by Chriſt, canzut ia a higher de- 
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oree be expreſt. As the Apoſtle, to ſet forth _ 


ſacred and inviolable God's Promiſe is, ſaith, Heb.) 


6.17. that becauſe he could ſware by no Greater, be' 
frare by Himſelf ſo when he would give the moſt 
excellent teſtimony of his Favour to Mankind, he 
gave his Eternal Son, the Heir of his Love and Bleſ: ; 
ſedneſs. The giving of Heaven it ſelf, with all its} , 


Joys and Glory, is not ſo perfett and full a demon» 
{tration of the Love of God, as the giving of his Son 
To Gie for us. 

*Tis an endearing Circumlitance of this Love, that 
it warm'd the Heart of God from Eternity, and was 
never interrupted in that vaſt duration. Great Be- 
nefits that come from a ſuddain fluſh of AﬀeGion, 
are not ſo highly eſtimable, as when diſpens'd with 
Judgment and Counſel : becauſe they do not argue 
in the Giver ſuch a true valuation, and fixed Love 
of the Perſon that receives them. The Spring- 
tide may be followed by as low an Eb ;z the Bene- 
f:&or may repent of his Favours as ſpent in vain: 
But our Salvation by Chriſt is the ProduQ of God's 
Eternal Thoughts, the Fruit of Love that ever re- 
mains. He was delivered by the determinate Counſel, 
and forcknowledge of God, to ſuffer for us, Att 2. 23. 
Before the World began, we were before the Eyes, 
nay in the Heart of God. And yet the continuance 
of this Love through infinite Ages paſt, 1s leſs than 
th: degree of it. | 

According to the rule of common eſteem, a grea- 
ter Love was expreſt to wretched Man, than to 
Chriſt himſelf : for we expend things leſs valuable 
for thoſe that are more precious; fo that God in 
.giving him to die for ns, declar'd that our Salva- 
tion was more dear to him than the Life of his only 
Son. When no meaner Ranſom than the Blood 
Royal of Heaven couli purchaſe our — 
Go 
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God delighted in the expence of that ſacred Trea- 
ſure for us. Ut pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him, Iſa. 53. 
Though the Dcath of Chriſt abſolutely conſider'd 
was the higheſt provocation of God's diſpleaſure, 
and brovght the greateſt guilt upon the Fews, for 
which /{Tath care wporr thum to the uttermoZt ;, yet in 
reſpe& of the end, namely the Salvation of Men, 
twas the moſt gratcful Offering to him, a Sacri- 
fice of a ſweet ſmelling ſavour , Epheſ, 5. 2. God 
repented that he made Man, but never that he 
redeem'd him, 

And as the Love of the Father, ſo the Love of 
Chriſt appears in a ſnperlative manner in dying 
for 1is. Greater Love bati no Man than this, tht a 
Man lay down his Life for bis Friend, John 15.8. There 
i5no kind of Love that exceeds the affection which 
is expreſt 1a dying for another : Bnt there are di- 
vers degrees of it: And the hizheſt is to die for 
our Enemies. The Apoſtle ſaith, Rom. 5. 7, Per- 
haps for a good Arm ſome would dare to die, ?Tis 
pollible, Gratitude may prevail npon one who is un- 
der ſtrong Obligations, to die for his Benef2Qor. 
Or ſome may from a generous Principle be willing 
with the loſs of their Lives to preſerve one, who 
is a general and publick good. But this is a rare, 
and almoſt incredible titing. ? Tis recorded as a 
miraculous Inſtance of the power of Love, that the 
two Szcuiran Philoſophers, Damon and Pirhias, each 
had Courage to dic for his Fijiend. For one of 
them being condemn'd io die by the Tyrant, and 
deliring to give the laſt farewcl to his Family, bis 
Friend entred into Piifon as his Surcty to die for 
bim, if he did not retnrn at the apnointcd time. 
Andie came to the amazement of ail, thar expected 
the Hire of fuch a haz:rdous Cantion Yet in this 
Example there Jeems t6 be in the $<£c22d ſuch a con» 
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iidence of the fidelity of the firſt, that he was aſ- 
{ured he ſhould nor die in being a Pledge for him : 
And inthe firſt *twas not meer Friendſhip, or ſenſe 
of the Obligation, but the regard of his own Ho- 
nour that made him reſcue his Friend from Death. 
And if Love were the ſole Motive, yet the higheſt 
exprciiion of it was to part with a ſhort Lite, which 
in a lictle time muſt have been reſigned by the order 
Gi Nature, But the Love of our Saviour was fo 
PuUrc and great, there can be no reſemblance, much 
icfs any Parallel of it. For he was perfectly Holy, 
and ſo the privitedge of immortality was due to him, 
aad his Lifz was infinitely more precious than the 
Litres of Angels and Mean, yet he laid it down, and 
ſubmitted toa curſed Death, and to that which was 
infinitely more bitter, the Wrath of God, And all 
this for ſinful Men, who were under the juſt and 
heavy diſpleaſure of the Almighty. He loved w, 
and gave himfelf for ws, Gal. 2. 20. If he had only 
interpoſed as an Advocate to ſpeak for us, or only 
hid ated for our recovery, his Love had been ad- 
mirable; but he ſuffered for us. Hes not only 
oar Mcdiator, but Redeemer ; not only Redeemer, 
bat Ranſom (6). 

*T was excellent goodneſs in David, when he ſaw 
the deſtruction of his Pe ople, to offer Himſelf and 
Family 2s a Sacrifice to avert th2 Wrath of God 
from them. But his Pride was the cauſe of the 
Judgment, whereas our Redeemer was perfectly 
innocent, 2 Sam. 24.17. David interceded for his 
Subjects, Chriſt for his Enemies. He receiv'd the 
Arrows of the Almighty into his Breaſt to jhelter 
us. Ze bore our griefs, and .carried our ſorrows; 

he 
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he was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, he was bruiſcd 
for our tniquities 5 the chaſtiſement of our peace was 
upon him, and with of Eo ſtripes we are hea'ed, Iſa. 53.4,5+ 
Among "the Romans the Deſporich Power was fo 
terrible, that if a Slave had attempted upon the Life 
of his Maſter, all the reſt had been crucified ith 
the guilty Perſon. But our gracious Maſter died 
for his Slaves who had conſpir'd againſt him. He 
jhed his Blood for thoſe who ſpilt it. 

And the readineſs of our Lord to fave us, tiinug! 
by the ſharpeſt Sufferings, magnifics his ages 
When the richeſt Sacrifices under the Law wee 1'n - 
ſafficient to take away Sin, and no lower oeledl E3:4:1 
the Blood of G'od could obcain our Par don, unon his 
entring into the World to execute that worden] 
Commiſſion which coſt him his Life, with whar ar- 
dour of affetion did he undertake it! Zo / cam 
ao thy will, O God, Heb. 10. 5, 6, 7. wh Feir 
from carnal Aﬀedction looking with .. vore teucter 
Eye on his Maſter's Life than our Redemnp! i214, a% 
precated his Sufterings , after ſpare ry jri*r, ie 
who was incarnate Goodneſs, and never quenci- 
the ſmoaking Flax, exprelles the ſame indign; 7 6 
againſt him, Ger thee behind me, Satan, as he aig 
formerly againſt the Devil tempring ro worſhip hin 
He eſtcemed him the worſt Adverſary that w.- 
divert him from his Sufferings : He long'd foi 
Baptiſm of his Blood, And when Death was it 
view, With all the Circamitances of Terror, 
the ſupreme Judge ſtood before him ready to intii. 
the juſt Puniſhment of Sin ; tho” the apprehenſion 
of it was ſo dreadful that he could farce live un- 
der it, yet he reſolved to acccmpliti his Work, 
Our Salvation was amiable to Lim - His Acony, 
This is OnoY obſerved by the Evongellir, Je bn 

Il. That Feſus having lov:d his own, be loved ther 
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tothe end, When the Souldiers came to ſeize upon 
bim, though by one Word he could have comman- 
ded Legions of Angels for his reſcue, yet he yielded 
up himfelf to their Cruelty. ?T was not any defeat 
of Power, but the ſtrength of his Love that made 
him to ſuffer. He was willing to be Cructhed, that 
we might be glorified: Our Redemption was ſwee- 
ter to him , than Death was Hitter, by which it 
was to be obtained, ?*T was excellently ſaid by Phe- 
recides (c), That God transformed himſelf into 
Love when he made the World: But with greater 
reaſon "tis faid by the Apoſtle, God rs Love, when 
he redeemed it. *Twes Love that by a miraculous 
condeſcenſion took our Nature, accompliſhing the 
deſire of the Myſtical Spouſe, Let him kiſs we with 
the kiſſes of his Mouth : "Ywas Love that ſtoop't 
to the form of a Servant, and led a poor deſpiſed 
Life here below ; ? Twas Love that endur'd a Death, 
neither eaſy nor honourable, bur moſt unworthy of 
the Glory of the Divine, and the Innocency of 
the Humane Nature, Love choſe to die on the 
Croſs, that we might live in Heaven, rather than 
to enjoy that Bleſfſedneſs, and leave Mankind in 
milery. | 
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CHAP. RX. 


Divine Mercy 1s magnified in the excellency of the ſtate 


to which Man ts advanced, He is inricht with higher 
Prerogatives, under a bettcy Covenant, entitled 10 4 
more glorious Reward than Adam at firf# enjoyed, 
The humane Nature is perſonally unitcd to the Son of 
God. Believers are ſpiritually united ro Chriſt. The 
Goſpel zs 4 better Covenant than that of the Law. 
It admits of Repentance and Reconciliation after 
Sin. Jt accepts of Sincerity i7ſtead of Perfetion. 
It affords ſapernatural Aſſiſtance to Believers, where- 
by they ſhall be wittorious over all oppoſition in their 
way to Heaven. The difference between the Grace 
of the Creator and that of the Redecmer. The ſta- 
bility of the New-Covenant 35 built on the Love of 
God which is unchangeable, and the Operations of his 
Spirit that are effeftual, The mutability and weakneſs 
of the Humane Wl, and the ſtrength of Temptatio::s 
ſhall not fruſtrate the merciful Deſign of God in regard 
of his Elet. The glorious Reward of the Goſpel 
exceeds the Primitive Felicity of Adam, #2 the place 
of it, the higheft Heaven. Adam's Life was atten= 
ded with innocent Infirmities, from which the glorified 
Life is entirely exempt. The Felicity of Heaven exe 
ceeds the firſt, 1n the manner, degrees, and continu 
ance of the Fruition. | 


H E Third Conſideration, which makes the 
Love of God ſo admirable to lapſed Man, is, 


the excellency of that State to which he is advanc'd 
by the Redeemer. To be only exempted from Death 
is a great Favour : The Grace of a Prince is eminent 
in releaſing a condemned Perſon from the Puniih- 
ment of the Law. This is ſufficient for the Mercy 
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of Man, but not for the Love of God : He pardons 
and prefers the guilty ; he reſcues us from Hell, and 
raiſes us to Glory ; he beſtows Eternity upon thoſe 
who were unworthy of Life, The excellency of 
our Condition under the Goſpel will be ſer off, by 
compari2g it with that of innocent Man in Paradiſe, 
"Tis true, he was then in a ſtate of Holineſs and Ho- 
nour, and in perfe&t Poſſeſſion of that Bleſſedneſ; 

vhich was ſuitable to his Nature; yet In many re- 
ſp:&s our Jalt ſtare tranſcends our firſt, and redce- 
ming Love excee'ls creatiag, 

If Man had been only reftor'd to his forfeited 
Rights, to the enjoyment of the ſame Happineſs 
which was loſt, lis firſt ſtate were moſt delirable; 
And it had been greater Goodneſs to have preſerv'd 
him innocent, than to recover him from ruin, As 
he that preſerves his Friend from falling into the 
hands of the Enemy, by interpoling between him 
and danger, in the midſt of the Combat, delivers 
him in a more noble manner, than by paying a Ran- 
ſom ſor him after many days ſpent in woful Capti- 
vity. And that the Phyſician is more excellent in his 
Arr, who prevents Diſeaſcs, and keeps the Body in 
h221ta and vigour, than another that expels them 
by ſharp Remedies, But the grace of the Gofjel 
hatn ſo much mended our Condition, that if it were 
ofterd to our choice, either to- enj2y the innocent 
State of 44:7, or the renewed by Ckri##, it were 
folly like th2t of onr fi-ſt Parents, to pro fer the for- 
mer before the ner. The Fubj ilee of the Law re- 
ſtor'd to rhe ſame Inheritance ; but the Jubilce of 
the Goſpe! Fives ns the Inveſtiture of that which 1s 
tranſcende nel rung tian what we at firſt polleſt. 
Since the Duy-{oring from on Hizth hath wiſited us itn 
tender DMircy, we erc inrich'd with higher Preroga- 
tives, and ars under a better Covenant, and m—_ 
rled 
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tled to a more glorious Reward, than was due to 
Man by the Law of his Creation. 

Fir, The Humane Nature Is raiſed-to an higher 


' degree of Honour, than if Man had continued in his 


innocent State. 

1. By its intimate Union with the Son of God. 
He aſſum'd it as the fit Inſtrument of our Redemp- 
tion, and preferr'd it before the Argelical, which 
ſurpaſt Man's-in his Primitive State. The fulneſs of 
the God-head dwells in our Redeemer bodily, Col. 2. 9g. 
From hence it is, that the Angels deſcended to pay 
Him homage at his Birth, and attended his Majeſty 
in his diſguiſe. The Son of Man hath thoſe Titles 
which are above the Dignity of any meer Creature ; 
He is King of the Church, and Judge of the World ; 
le exerciſes Divine Power, and receives Divine 
Praiſe. Briefly, The humane Nature in our Redee- 
mer is an Aſſociate with the Divine ; and being made 
a little lower than the Angels for a time, is now ad- 
vanced far above all Principalities and Powers, Epheſ. t. 
21, 

2. In all thoſe who are Partakers of Grace and 
Glory by the Lord Jeſus. Adam was the Son of God 
by Creation, but to be joyned to Chriſt as our Head 
by a Union ſo intimate, that he l;ves i» vs, and counts 
himſelf incompleat without ns, and by that Union 
to be adopted into the Line of Heaven, and there- 
by to have an Intereſt in the exceeding great and pre- 
ci0ous Promiſes of the Goſpel; to be conſtiruted Heirs 
of God, and Co-heirs with Chri#t, are ſuch Diſcove- 
rics of the Dignity of our ſupernatural State, that 
the loweſt Believer is advanced above Adam in all his 
Honour. Nay, the Angels, though ſuperiour to 
Man in the excellency of their Nature, yet are ac- 
cidentally lower by the Honour of our alliance : 
Their King is our Brother, And this relative Dig- 
nity 
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nity which ſeems to eclipſe their Glory, might ex- 
cite their Envy: but ſuch an ingenuous Goodneſs 
dwells in thoſe pure and bleſſed Spirits, thar they 
rejoyce in our reſtoration and advancemeat. 

To this I ſhall add, that as the Son of God hath a 
ſpecial relation to Man, ſo the moſt tender Aﬀe&i- 
ons for him. To illuſtrate this: by a ſenſible Inſtance : 
Angels and Men are as two different Nations in 
Language and Cuſtoms, but under the ſame Empire: 
And if a Prince that commands two Nations ſhould 
employ one for the ſafety and proſperity of the 0+ 
ther, it were an Argument of ſpecial favour. Now 
the Angels are ſent forth to miniſter for them who are 
Heirs of Salvation, Heb. 1. 14. Beſides, in two 0- 
ther things the peculiar Aﬀection of the Prince 
would be moſt evident to that Nation. 

rt. If he put on their habit, and attire himſelf ac- 
cording to their Faſhion. 

2. If he fixt his reſidence among them. Now the 
Son of God was cloathed with our Fleſh, and found 
in faſhion as a Man , and for ever appears in it in 
Heaven; and will at the laſt day inveſt our Bodies 
with Glory like to his own. He now dwells 1n us by 
his Spirit, and when our Warfare is accompliſh'd, 
he ſhall in a ſpecial manner be preſent with us in 
the eternal Manſions. As God incarnate he converſt 
with Men on Exrth, and as ſuch he will converſe 
with them in Heaven. There he reigns as te firſt- 
' born in the midi# of many Brethren, Now all theſe 
Prerogatives are the Fruits of our Redemption, 


And how great is that Mercy which hath raiſed 
Mankind more glorious out of its ruines ! The Apo- 
ſtle breaks out with a Heavenly Aſtoniſhment, ro. 3.1. 
Behold, what manner of Love the Father hath beſtowed 
por: us, that we (hoald ve cailed the Sons of God! that 

| we 
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we who are Strangers and Enemies , Children of 
Wrath by nature, ſhould be dignihed with the honou- 
rable and amiable Title of his Sons! "Twas a rare 
and moſt merciful Condeſcenſion in Pharoab's 
Daughter, to reſcue an innocent and forſaken [n- 
fant from periſhing by the Waters, and adopt him 
to be her Son : But how much greater Kindneſs was 
it for God to ſave guilty and wretched Man from 
eternal Flames, and to take him into his Family. ? 
The Ambition of the Prodigal roſe no higher than 
to be a Servant; what an ineſtimable Favour is it 
to make us Children ! When God would expreſs 
the moſt dear and peculiar Aﬀection to Solomon, he 
faith, 2 Sam. 7. 14. I will be his Father, and he ſhall 
be my Son; this was the higheſt Honour he could pro- 
miſe ; and all Believers are dignified withit. *Tis 
the ſame relation that Chriſt hath: when he was go- 
ing to Heaven, he comforted his Diſciples with theſe 
Words, { aſcend to my Father and your Father, to my 
God and your God, There is indeed a diverſity in 
the Foundation of it: Chriſt is a Son by Nature, 
we are by meer Favour ; he is by Generation, we 
are by Adoption. Briefly, Jeſus Chriit hath made us 
Kings and Pricſts untoGod, and his Father : Theſe are 
the higheſt Offices upon Earth, and were attended 
with the moſt conſpicuous Honour 3; and the Holy 
Spirit choſe thoſe bright Images, to convey a clea- 
rer notice of the Glory to which our Redeemer hath 
raiſed us. Not only all the Crowns and Scepters in ' 
this periſhing World are infinitely beneath this 
Dignity, but the Honour of our innocent State was 
not equal to it. * | 
Secondly, The Goſpel is a better Covenant than 
that which was eſtabliſh'd with Man in his Creation : 
And the Excellency of it will appear, by conſi- 
dering, 
td. "Tas 
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rt. ?Tis more beneficial, in that it admits of Re. 
pentance and Reconctii:tion after Sin, and accepts 
of Sincerity inſtead of Perfection. The Apoltle 
magnifies the office of Chriſt, Heb. 8. 6. By how 
much he is a Meaiator of 4 better Covenant, which was 
eftabliſhed upon better Promiſes, The compariſon 
there, Is, between the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, and 
the Aoſaical Occonomy. And the excellency of the 
Goſpel is ſpecified, 1n reſpeQ cf thoſe infinitely bet- 
ter Promiſes that are in it. The Ceremonial Law 
appointed Sacrifices for Sins of Ignorance and Error, 
and to obtain only legal Impuniry ; but the Goſpel 
upon the account of Chriſt's all ſufficient Sacrifice, 
offers full Paricn for all Sins that are repented of 
and forſaken. Now with greater reaſon the Cove- 
nant of Grace 13 to be preferr'd before the Cove- 
nant of Works. For the Law conlidered Man as 
holy, and endued with perfe&ion of Grace equal to 
whatſcever was commanded : *T was the meaſure of 
his Ability as well as Duty, and requir'd exact Ohe- 
dience, or threatned extreme Miſery. The leaſt 
Preach of it is fatal: A ſingle Oitence as certainly 
ex poles to the Curſe, as if the whole were violated. 
And in our lapſed State we-are utterly diſabled to 
comply with its Purity and Perfection. But the 
Goſpel contains the Promiſes of Mercy, and is in the 
Hands of a Mediator, The Tenour of it is, That 
Repertarnce and Reniſſiom of Sins be preached tn the 
Name of Christ, At. 2.38. And if we judge our ſclues, 
we ſhail not be judged, 1 Cor 11. 3t. *Tis not if 
we are innocent, for then none could be exempt 
from Condemnation : But if the convinced Sinner 
erect a Trwanal in Conſcience, an4 {trips Sin of its 
Diſguiſe, to view its native Deformity ; if he pro- 
nounces the Sentence of the Law againſt himſelf, 
and glorife the Jaſtice of God which he cannot fi- 
tishie 
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tisfie, and forſake the Sins which are the cauſes of 

his Sorrow, he is qualified for pardoning Mercy. 
Beſides, The Goſpel doth not only apply Pardon 


-to us for all forſaken Sins, but provides a Remedy 


for thoſe Infirmities to which the beſt are incident, 
Whilſt we are in this mortal State, we are expoſed 
to Temptations from without, and have Corrupti- 
ons within that often betray us: Now to ſupport 
our drooping Spirits, our Redeemer fits in Heaven 
to plead for us, and perpetually renews the Pardon 
that was once purchaſed, to every ccntrite Spirit, 
for thoſe unavoidable Frailties which cleave to us 
here. The Promiſe of Grace is not made void by 
the ſudden Surpriſes of Paſſions. If any Man ſin, 
we have an Advocate with the Father, Jeſus Curift the 
Righteo:s, 8 John 2. 1. The rigour of the Law is 
mollified by his featation with the Father: A Title 
of Love and Tenderneſs. Gol deals not with the 
Severity of a Julge, but He ſpares 1 a5 a Man ſpares 
his own Son that ſerves him, Malac. 3. | 
And as he pardons vs npan cur Repentance, ſo 
he accepts our hearty, though mcan Services. Now 
the Legal, that 1s, unſinning and compleat Obcdi- 
ence cannot be performed ; the Evangelical, that is, 
the ſincere, thougi imperfef, is graciouſly received. 
God doth not requite the Duties of 2 Man by the 
meaſures of an Angel. Unfeigned Endeavours to 
pleaſe Him, unreſerved Reſpeas to all his Com- 
mands, fingle and holy Aims at his Gloaryare rewar= 
ded. Friefly, Although. the Law 1s continved as 1 
Rule of living, yet not 'as tie Covenant of Liſe. 
And what an admirable Exaltation of Mercy is there 
In this new Treaty of Ged with Sinners ? *Tis true, 
the firſt Covenant was bot, juft ard good, but. jr 
made no abaiements of Favorr, and 1s row we.;h 
rthroazh the Fleſh, Rem. 8. 3. toat 15, tte crnil gar. 
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rupt Nature is ſo ftrong and impetuous, that the re- 
ſtraints of the Law are ineftequal to itop its De- 
ſires, and therefore cannot bring Man ro <£nat Life 
that is promiſed, by the performance of rhe Condi- 
tion required. But the Goſpel provides an Indul- 
gence for relenting and returning Sinners. This is 
the Language of God in that Covenant, 7 will be 
merciful to their Unrighteouſneſs , and their Sins and 
their Iniquities will I remember no more, Heb. 8. 12. 

2. The excellency of the Evangehcal Covenant 
above the Legal, is, in that ſupernatural Alliſtance 
which is conveyed by it to Believers, whereby they 
ſhall be certainly victorious over all oppoſition in 
their Way to Heaven. *Tis true, Adam was endu- 
ed with perfect Holineſs and Freedom, but he might 
intangle himſelf in the Snares of Sin and Death. 
The grace of the Creator given to him was always 
preſent, but it depended on the natural uſe of his 
Faculties, without the interpoling any extraordi- 
nary Operation of God's Spirit. The Principle of 
Holineſs was in himſelf, and "twas ſubjected to his 
Will: He had a Power to obey if he would, but not 
that atzally determined his Will, for then he had 
perſevered. But the grace of the Redeemer that 
flows from Chriſt as our quickening Head, and is 
conveyed to all his Members, enclines the Will ſo 
powerfully that "tis made ſubje& to it. God works 
in us to will and to do of his good pleaſure, Phil. 2. 13. 
The uſe of our Faculties, and the excrciſe of Grace, 
depends on the good Pleaſure of God, who 1s vn- 
changeable, and the Operations of the Spirit which 
are prevailing and effecual. And upon theſe rwo 
the ſtability of the New Covenant is founded. 

t. On the Love of God, who is as unchangeable 
in his Will, as in his Nature. This Love is the cauſe 


of Election, from whence there can bz no Separati- 
ON. 
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on. This gives Chriſt to Believers, and Believers to 
Him; Thine they were, ſaith our Saviour, and thou 
gaveſt them me, Joh. 17. 6. which words igriifie not 
the common T itle God hath to all by Creation : for 
Men thus univerſally conſider'd, compoſe the World; 
and our Saviour diſtinguiſhes thoſe that are giver: 
him from the World, Jo. 16. 17. but that ſpecial right 
God hath in them by eleftion. And all thoſe are 
given by the Father to Chriſt in their eftfeEtual Cal- 
ling, (which is expreſt by his drawing them to the Son) 
and are commited to his care, to lead them through 
2 courſe of Obcdience to Glory. For them Chriſt 
abſolntely prays as Mediator, Fathcr, I will that rhoſe 
whom thou haſt given me, be with me where I am, and 
ſee my Glory, John 17, And he is always heard in 
his Requeſts. F- 

*Tis from hence that the Apoſtle challenges all 
Creatures in Heaven and Earth, with that full and 
ſtrong Perſuafion, that nothing could ſeparate bee 
tween Believers and their Happineis z Rom. 8. 38. 
For 1 am perſwaded, that neither Death nor Life, nor 
Angels, nor Principalities, nor Powers, nor things pre= 
ſent, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other Creature ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the Lyve 
of God in Chriſt Feſus eur Lord, Bis Aſſurance is net 
built on the fpecial Prerogatives he had as an Apo- 
{tle, not on his rapture to Paradiſe, nor Revelations, 
nor the Apparition of Angels, for of theſe he makes 
no mention ; but on that which is common to all 
Believers, the Love of God declar'd in the Word, 
and ſhed abroad in their Hearts. And "tis obſerva- 
ble that the Apoſtle having ſpoken in his own Perſon, 
changes the number, I am perſuaded that nothing jnall 
ſeparate us, to allociate with himfelf in the parta- 
king of that bleſſed Priviledg, all trne Believers, 
who have an IJntere{ i: the fame Love of God, the 

ſame 
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ſame Promiſes of Salvation, and had felt the ſan- 
Aifying Work of the Spirit, the certain Proof of 
their Elefion. For how is 1t poſlible that God 
ſhould retra& his merciful Purpoſe to fave his Peo- 
ple ? He that choſe them from Eternity before they 
could know him, and from pure Love (there being 
nothing in the Creature to induce him) gave his 
Son to ſuffer Death for them, will he ſtop there, 
without beſtowing that grace which may render it 
effetual ? What can change his Aﬀections ? He that 
prevented them in his Mercy, when they were in 
their Pojjutions, will he leave them aſter his Image 
is engraven upon them? He thar loved them fo as 
to unite them to Chriſt when they were Strangers, 
will he hate them when they are his Members ? No: 
His loving Kindneſs is everlaſting, and the Covenant 
that is built on it, is more firm than the Pillars of 
Heaven, and the Foundations of the Earth. This 
ſupported David in his dying hours, 2 Sam. 23, 5. 
that God hid made with him an everlaſiing Covenant, 
ordcred in all things and ſure, for that was all his Salua- 
t10Nn, 

2. The New Covenant is fecur'd by the efficacy 
of Divine and Supernatural Grace. This is the Co- 
venant that I will make with the houſe of I{racl, ſaith 
the Lord, 1 will put my Laws into their minds, and 
write them un their hearts, and I will be 1) them a God, 
and they ſhall be to me a People, Heb. 8. 10, The Flef 
are enabled to perform the Conditions of the Go- 
ſpel, to which Eternal Life is promiſed. Our Re- 
dcemer bleſſes us in turning us from our Iniquities, AQs 
3. 25, Andaelthough rhe inſtability of the humare 
Spirit, by rezfon of remanent Corruptions, and 
thoſe various Temptations to which we are liable, 
may cxcite our fear Jeſt we ſhould fall ſhort of rhe 
high prize of our Calling, yet the grace of the _— 
ipe 
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ſpel ſecures true Believers againſt both. 

1. Whilſt we are in the preſent ſtate, our Cor- 
ruptions are not perfetly healed, but there are 
ſome remains, which like a Gangrerze threaten to 
ſeize on the vital Parts, wherein the ſpirirual Life 
Is ſeated. But the Divine Nature which is conveyed 
to all that are ſpiritually deſcended from Chriſt, is 
ative and powerful to reſiſt all carnal Deſires, and 
will prevail in the end. For if Sin in its fail vigour 
could not controul the Efficacy of converting 
Grace, how can the Reliques of it, after Grace 
hath taken poſſeſſion, be ſtrong enough to ſpoil It 
of its Conqueſt ? There is a greatcr diſtance from 
Death to Life, than from Life to Action. That 
Omnipotent Grace that vilited us in the Grave, and 
reſtored Life to the Dead, can much more prepe- 
tuate ic in the Living, That which was fo powerful 
as to pluck the Heart of Stone out of the Breaſt, can 
preſerve the Heart of Fleſh. | 

'Tis true, the Grace that is given to Believers, 
in its own Nature is a periſhiog quality, as that 
which was beſtowed on Adam. Not only the ſlight 
ſuperficial TinQure in Hy pocrites will wear off, but 
that deep impreſſion of ſanQifying Grace in true 
Believers, if it be renewed, would ſoon be de- 
faced. But God hath promiſed to put his Spirit in- 
to their Heatts, ,and to canſe them to walk in his 
Statutes, and they ſhall keep his Commandments, FTek. 
36. 26, Heis a living reigning Principle in them, 
to which all their Faculties are ſubordinate. The 
Spirit infuſed Grace at firſt, and iniivens it daily : 
he confirms their Faith, inflames their Love, en- 
courages their Obedience, and refreſhes in their 
Minds the J1dea's of that Glory which is inviſible 
2nd future. In ſhort, his Influence cheriſhes the 
bleſſed Beginnings of the Spiritual Life. So that 

(S) lincere 
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{iincere Grace, though weak in its degree, yet tis 
in a ſtate of progreſs till it come to pet feion. 
The Waters of the Spirit have a cleanſing virtue 
upon Believers, till every ſpot. be taken away, and 
their purified Souls aſcend to Heaven. 

2. The Grace of the Spirit ſhall make true Chri- 
ſtians finally victorious over Temptations to which 
they may be expoſed. And thoſe are various: 
Some are pleaſant and inſinuating, others are ſharp 
and furious and are managed by the Devil our ſubtile 
and induſtrious Enemy, to undermine, or by open 
battery to overthrow us. And how difficult 1s it for 
the Soul, whilſt united to Fleſh, to reſiſt the Charms 
of what is amiable, or to endure the Aſſaults of what 
is terrible to ſenſe ? But the renewed Chriſtian hath 
no reaſon to be affrighted with diſquieting Fears, 
that any ſinfal Temptation may come, which, not- 
withſtanding his Watchfulneſs, may overcome him 
irrecoverably. For, 

1. Temptations are External, and have no power 
over our Spirits but what we give them. A volunta- 
ry cefiitance ſecures the Victory to us. And the Apo- 
ſtle rells us, 1 Fo. 4. 4. Greater 3s be that is in Belzcucrs, 
than he rhat is ia the World God is ſtronger, not 
only in himſelf, but as working in us, by the vigo- 
Tous aſiſtance of his Grace to confirm us, than the 
Devil aſſiſted with all the delights and terrors of 
the World; and taking advantage of that remain- 
ing concupiſcence which is not intirely extinguiſhed, 
is, to corrupt and deſtroy us. 

2. All Temptations in their degrees and continu» 
ance, are ordered by God's Providence. He is the 
Preſident of the Combat: none enters into the 
Liſts but by his Call: in all Ages the Promiſe ſhall 
be verified, God well not ſuffer his People to be tempted 
above what they are able, 1 Cor. 10. 13. They ſhall 
come 
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come off more than Conquerers, through ChriS* that 
loved them, Rom. 8. 37. AndJ as St. Auſtin obſerves; 
(c) more powerful Grace is neceſſary to fortifie 
Chriſtians, in the midſt of all oppoſition, than 
Adam at, firſt received. This is vilible in the glo- 
rious Iſſue of the Martyrs, Who loved not their Lives 
unto the Death : For Adam,when no Perſon threatned 
him, nay againſt the prohibition of God, abuſing 
his Liberty, did not abide in his Happineſs, when 
'twas moſt eaſie for him to avoid Sin. But the Afar- 
tyrs remain'd firm in the Faith, not only under 
Terrors, bur Torments. And waich 1s the more 
admirable, in that Adam ſaw the Happineſs preſent, 
which he {hould forfeit by his Difobedience, and 
the Martyrs believed only the futrre Glory they 
were to receive. This proceeded only from God 
who was ſo merciful, as to make them faithful. 
Briefly, Unleſs there were a Power above the Di- 
vine, the Ele are ſecured from final Apojtaſie. Our 
Saviour tells us , thar his Father 3s greater than all, 
and none 1s able to pluck them out of lis Hind. His 
Invariable Will ani Almighty Power prevents their 
periſhing. Indeed if it were only by the ſtrength of 
Natural Rez:fon, or courage, that we are to over- 
come Temptations, ſome migat be fo violent as to 
make the ſtrongeſt to faint and fall away : But if 
the Divine Power be the Principle that ſupports us, 
it will make the weakelt victorious. For the Grace 
of God makes us ſtrong, and is not made weak by 
us, 

From hence we may fully diſcover the Advan- 
O 2 tage 
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tage we have by the Goſpel, above the Terms of 
the natural Covenant. Reſtoring Mercy hath 
better?d our Condition : We have loſt the In- 
tegrity of the fir#, and got the Perfection of 
the ſccond Adam: Our Salvation is put into a 
ſtronger and ſafer Hand. 1 give, ſaith our Re- 
deemer, Joh. 10. unto my Sheep eternal Life, ard they 
ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them out of my 
Hand, That is an inviolable SanQuary, from 
whence no Believer can be taken, Chriſt 1s our 
Friend, not only to the Altar, but now 1n the 
Throne : Our Reconciliation is aſcribed to his Death, 
our Converſation to his Life, Rom. $. 10. He that 
was created in a ſtate of Nature could ſin and 
die, but He that is born of God can't fin unto Death: 
1 Joh. 3. 9. The new Birth is unto Eternal Life. In 
ſhort, As the Mercy of God 1s glorified in the 
whole Work of our Salvation, ſo eſpecially in 
the firſt and I:ſt Grace it confers npon us. In Vo- 
cation that prevents us, and Perſeverance that 
crowns us: According to the double change made in 
our ſtate, tranſlating us from Darkneſs to Light, 
and from the imperfe& Light of Grace, to the full 

Light of Glory. 
| have more particularly diſcours'd of this Ad- 
vantage by the New Coveeant, in regard the glory 
of God, and the Comfort of true Chriſtians is fo 
much concern'd in it. For if grace and free- 
will are put in joint Commiſſion, ſo that. the effica- 
cy of it depends on the mutability of the Will, 
which may receive or reject it ; the Conſequence is 
viltible, that (which is impious to ſuppoſe) the 
Son of God might have died in vain. For that 
which 1s not effeQual without a contingent conditt- 
on, mult needs beas uncertain as the condition on 
which it depends, So tat although the hm 
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ofGod ſo acmirably form'd theDeſign of our Salva- 
tion, and there 1s ſuch a connexion in his Counſels, 
yet all may be defeated by the mutahility of Man's 
deſires. And the moſt ſincere Chriſtians would be 
always terrified with perplexing Jealouſies ; rhar 
notwithſtanding their moſt ſerious Reſolutions to 
continue in their Daty, yet one day they may pe- 
riſh by their Apoſtacy. Bat the Goſpel aſſures us, 
that God will not reverſe his own Eternal Decre:s, 
Ia. 53- 11. And that the Redeemcr ſhall ſee the tra- 
vel of his Soul, and be ſatisfied : And that Believers are 
kept by the Power of God through Faith unto Salva= 
tion, 

3. There is an excellent manifeſtation of Divine 
Love, 1n the glorious Reward that is promiſed to 
Believers, which far exceeds the Primitive Felicity 
of Man. Adam was under the Covenant of Na- 
tare, that promiſed a Reward ſuitable to his Obe- 
dience and State. The manner of declaring that 
Covenant was natural. 

1- External, by the diſcovery of God's Attri- 
butes in his Works, from which it was eaſy for Man 
to collect his Duty and his Reward. | 

2. Internal, by his natural Faculties. By the 
Light of Reaſon he underſtood that fo long as he 
continued in his Original Innocence, the Creator 
who from pure Goodneſs gave him his Being, and 
all the Happineſs which was concomitant with it, 
would certainly preſerve him in the perpetual en- 
joyment of it. But there was no promiſe of Hea= 
ven annexed to that Covenant, without which A- 
dam could attain no knowledg, nor conceive any 
hopes of it. If there hid been a neceſſary con- 
nexion between his perfe&t Obedience, and the Life 
of Glory, it would have been revealed to him, to 
allure bis Will ; For there can be no deſire of an un- 
” ay known ' 
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known Good. And whereas in the Covenant God 
principally and primarly regards the Promiſe, and 
but ſecondarily the Threatning, the exerciſe of 
Goodneſs bing more pleaſing to him than of re- 
venging Juſtice ; "tis ſaid, that God expreſly threat- 
ned Death, bat he made no promiſe of Heaven : 
By which *tis evident it did not belong to that Co- 
venant. For it was eafier for Man to underſtand 
the quality of the Puniſhment that attended Sin, 
than to conceive of Celeſtial Happineſs, of which 
he was incap3ble in his animal State. 

'Tis true, God might have beſtowed Heaven as an 
abſolute gift upon Man,after a conrſe of Obedience; 
but *rwas not due by the condition of the firſt 
Covenant. A natural Work can give no Title to 
a ſupernatural Reward. Man's perſeverance in his 
Duty, according to the Original Treaty, had been 
attended with immortal Happineſs upon the Earth; 
bur the bleffed Hope (Tit. 2. 13) is only promiſed 
in the Goſpel, and unſpeakably tranſcends the Fe- 
licity of Nature in its conſummate ſtate. 

This Reward is anſwerable to the nnvaluable 
Treaſure which was laid down for it. The Blood 
of the Son of God, as "tis a Ranſom to redeem us 
from Miſery, ſo *tis a Price to purchaſe Glory for 
Believers, 1 Tim. 2.6. ?*Tis called the Blood of - the 
New Teſt amcnr,Mat.26 28. becauſe it conveys a Title 
to the Heavenly Inheritance. Owr-Impunity is the 
effe& of his' Satisfaction, our poſitive Rappineſs 
of his redundant Merit. God wzs fo well pleaſed 
with his perfe& Obedience, which infinitely ſur- 
paſſes that of any meer Creature, that he promiſed 
to confer upon thoſe who believe in him, all the 
glorious Qualities becoming the Sons of God, and 
to make them Aſſbciates with kim in his Eternal 
Kingdom. The complcat Happineſs of the Re- 
pn = = | deemed, 
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deemed, is the Redeemer's Recompence, in which 


* heis fully ſatisfied for all his Sufferings. Now the 


tranſcendent excellency of this above the firſt ſtate 
of Man, will more diſtin&tly appear, by conlidering, 


I. The place where "tis enjoyed, and that is the 
Heaven of Heavens. Adam was put into the Ter- 
reſtrial Paradiſe, a Place ſaitable to his natural Be- 
ing, and abounding with all pleaſing Objects 3 bur 
they were ſach as Creatures of a lower kind enjoy- 
ed with him. But Heaven is the Element of Angels, 
their native Seat, who are the moſt noble Part of 
the Creation. ?Tis the true Palace of God, intire- 
ly ſeparated from the Impurities and Imperfections, 
the Alterations and Changes of the lower World ; 
where he reigns in Eternal Peace. Tis the Temple 
of the Divine Majeſty, where his excellene Glory 1s 
revealed-in the molt conſpicuous manner. *Z7s the 
Habitation of his Holineſs, the Place where his fonuur 
awells, *'Tis the Sacred Manſion of Light, and joy, 
and Glory. Paradiſe with all its Pleaſures was but 
a ſhadow of it. 


I. The Life of Adam was attended with inno- 
cent Infirmities. For the Body being compoſed of ' 
the ſame Principles with other ſenlitive Creatures, 
was 1n a perpetual flux, and liable ro Hunger, and 
Thirſt, and Wearineſs, and was to be repaired by 
Food and Sleep. Adam was made a living Soul, 
1 Cor. 15. 45. therefore ſubject to thoſe Inclinations 
and Neceſlities which are purely Animal. And 
though whilſt innocent, no Diſeaſe could ſcize on 
him, yet he was capable of hurtful impreſſions. 
Immortality was not the eſſential property of Man 
as compounded of Soul and Body, but conditicnal 
upon his Obedience, and conſequent to his cating tae 
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Fruit of the Tree of Life, Gen.3.22. Therefore Man, 
after his Sin, was-expelled from Paradiſe, that he 
might not eat of it and Jive for ever. By which 
it appzars that Eternal Life in that happy ſtate was 
not from the temperament of the Body, but to be 
preſerved by the Divine Power in the uſe of means. 
From hence it follows that Adam in his natural ſtate 
was not capable of the Vigon of God. Heaven is 
too pure an Air for him to have lived in. The 
Glory of it is inconſiſtent with ſuch a temper'd Bo- 
dy. Fleſh and Blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of 
Heaven, 1 Cor. 15. 55. The Faculties would be 
confounded with its overcoming Brightneſs. Till 
the ſenſitive Powers are refin'd, and exalted to 
that degree that they become Spiritual, they can- 
not converſe with glorified Objets. Now the 
Bodies of the Saints ſhall be inveſted with Celeſtial 
Qualities. The Natural ſhall be changed into a 
Spiritual Body, and be preſerved as the Angels by 
the ſole Virtue of the quickning Spirit. The Life 
above iha'l flouriſh 1n its full vizor, without any 0- 
ther ſepyort, than the Divine Power that firſt crea- 
ted ir. As the Body ſhall be Spiritual, ſo truly Im- 
morcal, and free from all corruptive Change ; as 
the Sun, which for ſo many Ages hath ſhined with 
an equal brightneſs co the Werld, and hath a du- 
r2ble falneſs of Light in it. In this reſpect the 
Children of the ReſurreFion, are equal to the Angels 
Luke 20. 35: who being pure Spirits, do not marry 
to perpetnare their kind, for they never die. And 
the glorified Lody ſhall be cloathed with a more Di- 
vine Beauty in the Reſvrreion, than Adam had in 
the Crexion. The G{.ry of the ſecond Temple 
ſhall excel that of th? Firſt. In ſhorr, the firſt Mar 
was of the Earth earthly, x Cor. 15. 47. and could 
cerive but an earthly condition to his diſcendants : 
þnt 
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But the Lord Chriſt is from Heaven, and is the prin- 
ciple of an Heavenly and Glorious Life to all that are 
united to him. 


III. The Felicity of Heaven excecds the firſt, in 
the manner and degrees of the fruition, and the con- 
tinuance of it. 

1. The Viſion of God in Heaven is immediate. 
Adam was a SpeQtator of God's Works, and his 
Underſtanding being full of Light, he clearly diſ- 
cover'd the Divine Attributes in their Effe&s, The 
ſtroaks of the Creator's Hand are engraven in all 
the parts of the Univerſe. The Heavens, and 
Earth, and all things in them, are evident Teſti- 
monies of the Excellency of their Author. The 
inviſible things of God from the Creation of the World 
are clearly ſeen, Rom. 1. 20. And the Knowledge 
that ſhined in his Soul, produced a tranſcendent 
cſteem of the Deity, in whom Wiſdom and Power 
are united in their ſupreme degree, and a ſuperla- 
tive love and delight in him for his Goodneſs. Yet 
his ght of God was but through a Glaſs, an eclipſing 
Medium, For inferiour Beings are ſo imperfect, 
that they can give but a weak reſemblance of his 
Infinite Perfe&tions. But the fight of God in Hea- 
ven, Is called the ſeeing of him as he 1s, 1 John 3. 2. 
and ſignifies the moſt clear and compleat Know- 
ledge, which the rational Soul when purified and 
raiſed to its moſt perfe& ſtate can receive, and 
out-ſhines all the diſcoveries of God in the lower, 
World. Adam had a viſible Copy ofthis inviſible 
Beauty, but the Saints in Heaven ſee the glorious 
Original, He ſaw God in the Refleftion of the 
Creature, but the Saints are under the dire&t beams 
of Glory, and ſee him face to face, i Cor. 13. 12. 
All the Attributes appear in their full and WO 
luſtre 
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Inſtre to them : Wiſdom, Love, Holineſs, Power, 
are manifeſted in their exaltation. And the glori- 
fied Soul, to qualify it for converſe with God in 
this intimate manner, hath a more excellent Con- 
ſtitution than was given to it in the Creation. A 
new Edge is put upon the Faculties, whereby they 
are fitted for thoſe Objets which are peculiar to 
Heaven, The intellectual Eye is fortified for the 
Immediate 1ntuition of God. Adam in Paradiſe 
was abſent from the Lord, in compariſon of the 
Saints who encompals his Throne, and are in the 
Preſence of his Glory. 

Beſides, *Tis the Peculiar Excellency of the Hea- 
venly Life, that the Saints every moment enjoy it 
without any alay, in the higheſt degree of its Per- 
fetion. The Life of Adam was always in a.circle 
of low and mean FunQtions of the Animal Nature, 
which being common to Him and Beaſts, the as 
of it are not ſtrictly Humane. But the Spiritual 
Life in Heaven is entirely freed from thoſe /erwvile 
Neceſſities, and is ſpent in the eternal performance 
of the moſt noble Attions of which the ztel/ipent 
Nature 1s capable. The Saints do always contem- 
Plate, admire, love, enjoy, and praiſe their ever- 
laſting Benefactor. Goa is to them all in all. 

In ſhore, That which prefers the Glory cf Hea- 
ven infinitely before the firſ# ſtate of Man, is the 
continuance. of ir for ever: ?*Tis an unwithering 
and never-faiding Glory. Adam was liable to 
"Temptations, and capable of Change, he fel] in 
the Garden of Eden, and was ſentenc'd to die, 
But Heaven is the Sanftuary of Life and Im- 
mortality; *tis inacceſſible to any Evil, The 
Serpent that corrupted Paraziſe with its Poiſon, 
cannot enter there. As there is no Sced of Corrup- 
tion within, ſo no Cauſe of it without. Our Re- 
deemer 
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in Contriving Bairs Redemption. 203 
deemer offer"d Himſelf by the Erernal Spirie, and 
urchaſed an Eternal Inheritance for his People. 
Their Felicity 1s full and perpetual, without en- 
creaſe, for in the firſf moment 'tis perfea and 
ſhall continue without declination. Tune Day of 
Judgment is called the Laff Day: For Days, and 
Weeks, and Months, and Years, the Revolutions 
which now meaſure Time, ſhall then be ſwallowed 
up in an unchangeable Eternity. The Saints ſhall 
be for ever with the Lora; xn Theſ. 4. And in all 
theſe reſpe&s, the Glory of the Redeemed, as far 
exceeds the Felicity of Man in the Creation, as 
Heaven, the bright Seat of it, 1s above the fading 
Bezuty of the Terreſtrial Paradiſe. 
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Praftical Tnferences. : Redeeming Love deſerves our 
higheſt Admiration, and humble Acknowledoments, 
The illuſtration of it by ſeveral Conſiderations. 
God is infinitely amiable in Himſelf, yet his Love is 
tranſient to the Creature. *[is admirable in Crea- 
ting and Preſerving Man, more in Redeeming him 
and by the Death of his Son. The diſcovery of God's 
Love in our Redmption 7s the ſtrongeſt Perſuaſive 
t) Repentance. The Law 1s ineffeitual ro produce 
real Repentance. The common Berefits of Provi- 
dence are inſufficient to cauje Faith and Repentance 
in the guilty Creatu-e. The clear diſcruery of par- 
doning Mercy in the Goſpel can only remove our 
Fears, and induce us to return to God, The tran- 
ſcendent Love of God ſhould kindie in us a recipro- 
cal Love to Him. His Excellencies and ord;nary 
Bounty to Mankind cannot prevail upon wa to love 
Him, His Love to us in Chriſt ozly conquers our 

Hatred 
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Hatred, Our Love to Him mu be ſincere axd 
ſuperlative. The deſpiſing of ſavirg Mercy is the 
bighef Provecation. It makes the Condemnation of 
Aen moF ju, certain, and heavy. 


I. 'T'Y Redeeming Love deſerves our higheſt 

Admiration, and moſt humble acknowledg- 
ments. If we conſider God aright, it may raiſe 
our wonder, that He is pleaſed to beſtow kindneſs 
upon any created Being. For in Him is all that is 
excellent and amiable; and 'tis eſſential to the Deity 
to have the perfet knowledg of Himſelf, and per- 
fe&t Love to himſelf, His Love being proportioned 
to his Excellencies, the A# is infinite, as the Ovje ; 
And the Perfe&tions of the Divine Nature, being 
equal to his Love, *tis a jnft cauſe of admiration 
that *tis not confined to Himſelf, but is tranſient 
and goes forth to the Creature. When David 
looked up to the Heavens, and ſaw the Majeſty of 
God written in Characters of Light, he admires 
that Love which firſt made Man a little lower than the 
Angels,and crowned him with Glory and Honoar, Pal. 8. 
and that providential care which is mindful of him, 
and vilits him every moment. Such an inconceivable 
diſtance there 1s between God and Man, that ”ris 
wonderful God will ſpend a Thought upon us. 
Lord, what is Man toat thou takeSt knowledge of him ? 
or the Son of Man that thou makeſt account of Him ? Man 
4s like to vanity, his days are as.a ſhadow that paſſuth 
away, Pl. 144. His being in this World hath no- 
thing firm, or ſolid ; *tis like a Shadow, that de- 
pends upon a Cauſe that is in perpetual motion, the 
Light of the Sun, and is always changing, till it 
vaniſhes in the Darkneſs of the Night. Burt if 
we conſider Man in the quality of a Sinner, and 
what God hath wrought for his recoyery, we are 
over- 
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in Contriving Yan's Redemption. 205 
overcome with amazement. All temporal Favours 
are but Foils to this miraculons Mercy, and unſpea- 
kably below the leaſt Inſtance of it : without ir all 
the Priviledges we enjoy above inferiour Creatures 
in this Life, will prove Aggravations of our future 
Miſery. God ſaw us in our degenerate ſtate, de- 
ſtroyed by our ſelves; and yet, O Goodnefs, truly 
Divine ! he loved us ſo far, as to make the way for 
our Recovery, High Mountains were to be level- 
led, and great Depths to be filled up, before we 
could arrive at Bleſledneſs: All this hath been done 
by mighty Love. God laid the Curſe of the Guilty 
upon the Innocent, and expoſed his beloved Son to 
the Sword of his Juſtice, to turn the Blow from us. - 
What aſtoniſhing gocidneſs is it, that God who is 
the Author and End of all things, ſhould become 
the means of our Salvation ? and by the loweſt a- 
baſement? What 1s ſo worthy of admiration as 
that the Eternal ſhould become Mortal, that being 
in the form of God, he ſhould take on him the 
form of a Servant? that the Judge of the World 
ſhould be condemned by the guilty ? that he 
ſhould leave his Throne in Heaven to be nailed 
to the Croſs? thar the Prince of Life ſhould 
taſte of Death? Theſe are the great Wonders 
which the Lord of Love hath performed, and all 
for ſinful, miſerable and unworthy Man, who de- 
ſerved not the leaſt drop of that Sweat and Blood 
he ſpent for him: And any without advantage to 
himſelf, for what content can bz added to his Felict- 
ty by a curſed Creature? Infinite Love! that is as 
admirable as ſaving! Love that paſſeth Knowledge ! 
and 1s as much above our comprehenſion as deſert, 
In natural things, Admiration is the effe& of Igno- 
rance, but here ?tis increaſed by Knowledge. For 
the more we underſtand the excellent greztnefs of 
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God, and the vileneſs of Man, the more we ſhall 
be inſtructed to admire the glorious Wonder of ſa- 
ving Mercy. A deliberate Admiration ſpringing 
from or moſt deep Thoughts, is part of the Tri- 
bute and Adoration we owe to God, who ſo ſtrange- 
ly faved us from the Wrath to come, 

And the moſt humble Acknowledgments are due 
for it. When David told Mephiboſheth, 2 Sam. g. 


7, 8. that hz ſhould eat bread. with him at his Table © 


continually ; he bowed himſelf, and ſaid, What is thy 
Servant, that thou ſhouldſt look on ſuch a dead Dog as 
Tam? A Speech full of Gratitude and Humility; 
yet he was of a Royal Extraction, though at that 
time in a low Condition, With a far greater ſenſe 
of our Unworthineſs, we ſhould reflet upon that 
condeſcending Love, that provides the Bread of God 
for the Food of our Souls, without which we had 
periſh'd for want. Dav;din that divine Thankſgi- 
ving recorded in the Scripture, refleQs upon his own 
meanneſs, and from that magnifies the Favour of 
God towards him, 2 Sam. 7. 18. Who am T1, O Lord 
God ? and what is my Houſe, that thou haſt brought me 
hitherto? And this was yet a ſmall thing in thy ſight, O 
Lord Goa, but thou baſt ſpoken of thy Servants Houſe 
for agreat while tocome : And 1s this the manner of Man, 
O Lord Ged ? If ſuch humble and thankful Acknow- 
ledgments were due tor the Scepter of 7ſrael, what 
is for the Crown of Heaven? And that procured 
for us by the Sufierings of the Son of God ? Brief- 
ly, Goodneſs is the Foundation of Glory, there- 
fore the moſt ſolemn and affe&tionate Praiſe is to be 
rendered for tranſcendent goodneſs. The Conſent 
of Heaven and Earth, is, in aſcribing Bleſſing, and 
Honour, ard Glory to him that ſits on the Throne, and the 
Lamb for ever, REV. 5+ 13+ | 
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2. The Love of God diſcovered in our Redemp- 
tion, is the moſt powerful Perſuaſive to Repentance. 
For the Diſcovery of this we mult con{ider, that real 
Repentance is the conſequent of Faith, and always 
in proportion to it. Therefore the Law which re- 
preſents to us the Divine Purity and Juſtice, with- 
out any alay of Mercy, can never work true Re- 
pentance in a Sinner. When Conſcience is under the 
ſtrong conviction of Guilt, and of God's Juſtice as 
implacable, it cauſes a dreadful flight from him, and 
a wretchleſs negle& of means. Deſpair hardens. 
The brighteſt Diſcoveries of God in Nature are 
not warm enough to melt the frozen Heart into the 
current of Repentance. ?Tis true, the viſible frame 
of the World, and the continnal Benefits of Pro- 
vidence, inſtru& Men in thoſe prime Truths, the 


- Being and Bounty of God to thoſe that ſerve him, 


and invite them to their Duty. God never left him= 
ſelf without a Witneſs in any Age: his Goodneſs is 
deſigned to lead Men to Repentance, AQts 4. 17. And 
the Apoſtle aggravates the Obſtinacy of Men, that 
readred that Methcd entirely fruitleſs. Bur the De- 
claration of God's Goodneſs in the Goſpel is infinite- 
ly more clear and powerful, than the filent Revela- 
tion by the works of Creation and Providence. For 
although the Patience and general Goodneſs of God 
offer'd ſome Intimations that he is placable, yet not 
a ſufficient ſupport for a guilty and jealous Creature 
torely on. The natural notion of God's Juſtice is 
ſo deeply rooted in the Humane Soul, that till he is 
pleaſed ro proclaim an A& of Grace and Pardon, 
on the conditions of Faich and Repentance, is 
hardly pollihle that convinced Sinzers ſhould appre- 
hend him otherwiſe thag an Enemy ; and thar all 
the common Benefits they enjoy , are but Provilions 
allowed in the izterval d;tween the Sentence pronour.- 
ce | 
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ced by the Law, and the Execution of it at Death. 
Therefore Gcd to overcome our Fears, and to melt 
us into a compliance, hath given in tho Scripture the 
higheſt aſſurance of his willingneſs to receive all re- 
lenting and re!urning Sinners. He interpoſes the 
molt folemn Qath to remove our Suſpicions, As 1 
live, ſaith the Lord, I delight not in the Death of the 
wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live, 
Ezek. 33. 11. Ard have I any pleaſure at all that the 
wicked ſhould die ? ſaith the Lord God : And not that 
he ſhould return from his ways and live? Erzek. 18. 23, 
The Majeſty and Ardency of the Expreſſ;ons teltifie 
the truth and vehemency of his Deſire, ſo far as the 
Excellency of his Nature is capable to fell our Af- 
feftions. And the Reaſon of it is clear; for the 
Converſation of a Sinner implies a thorow change 
in the Will and Aﬀections from Sin to Grace, and 
that is infinitely pleaſing to God's Holineſs, and the 
giving of Life to the Converted is moſt ſuitable to his 
Mercy. The Angels who are infinitely inferiour to 
him in Goodneſs, rejoyce in the Repentance and 


Salvation of Men; much more-God doth. There 


is an eminent difference between his Inclinations to 
exerciſe Mercy, and Juſtice. He uſes Expreſſions 
of regret when he is conſtrained to puniſh ; F/al. 
81. 13. O that my People had harkened to me, and [(- 
rael had walked in my ways! And how ſhall 1 give thee 


#p Ephraim ? how ſhall I deliver thee, Iſrael? mine 


Heart is turned within me, Hoſ, 11, $8. As a merciful 
Judge, that pities the Man, when he condemns the 
Mzlefa&tor. But he diſpenſes Atts of Grace with 
pleaſure, He pardons Iniquity, and paſſes by Tranſgreſ- 
ſions, becauſe be delights in Mercy, Mic. 7. 18. 'Tis 
true, when Sinners are finally obdurate, God is pled- 


ſe4 in their Ruine, for the honour of his Juſtice; . 


yet "tis not in ſuch a manner as in their Converſion 
and 
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and Life, he doth not invite Sinners to tranſgreſs, 
that he may condemn them : He is not pleaſed when 
they give occaſion for the exerciſe of his Anger. And 
above all, we have the cleareſt and ſureſt Diſcovery 
of pardoning Mercy in the Death of Chriſt. For 


what ſtronger evidence can there be of God's readi- 


neſs to pardon, than ſending his Son into the World 
to be a Sacrifice for Sin, that Mercy without preju- 
dice to his other Perfe&tions might upon our Repen- 
tance forgive us? And what more rational Argu- 
ment is there, and more congruous to the Breaſt of 
a Man, to work in him a ſerious Grief and hearty 
deteſtation of Sin, not only as a curſed thing, but as 
tis contrary to the Divine Will, than the Belief 
that God, in whoſe Power alone it is to pardon Sin- 
ners, is moſt deſirous to pardon them, if they will 
return to Obedience? The Prodigal in his extream 
diſtreſs reſolved to go to his Father with penitential 


J acknowledgments and Submiſſion : and, to uſe the 


Words of a devout Writer, his guilty Conſcience as 
deſperate, askr him, Oua ſpe, with what hope ? He 
replied to himſelf, 1/4 qua Pater eft. Ego perdiai 


quod erat filit ;, ule quod Patris ct non amiſit : Though 


| have negleQed the Duty and loſt the Confidence 
of a Son, he hath not loſt the compaſſion of a Father, 
That Parable repreſents Man in his degenerate for- 
lorn State, and that the Divine Goodneſs is the 
Motive that prevails upon him to return to his Du- 


ty. 


| 3. The tranſcendent Love that God hath expreſt 
1a our Redemption by Chriſt, ſhould kindle 1n us a 
reciprocal AﬀeCtion to him. For what is more na- 
tural than that one Flame ſhould produce another ? 
we love him, becauſe he loved us firſt. The original 
of our Love to God is from the evidence of his to 
ls us 5 
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vs: This alone can ſtrongly and ſweetly draw the 
Heart to him. *Tis true, the Divine Excelleancies as 
they deſerve a ſuperlative eſteem, ſo the higheſt af- 
feftion : but the bare contemplation of them is in- 
effetn=1 ro fire the Hert with a zealous Love to 


God. For Man hath a Piabolical Seed in his corrupt 


Nature; he 1s inclined not only to Senſuality, which 
is an 72plicite harred of God, (for an eager Appetite 
to thoſe thinzs which God forbids, and a fixed A- 
verſation f-2m what he commands, are the natural 
eff:ts of {atred) but to Malignity and direq Ha- 
tred againſt God. He is an Enemy 12 his mind through 
wicked Work:, Col. 1. 21. and this Enmity ariſeth 
from the con{ideration of God's Juſtice, and the ef- 
fets of it. Man cannot fin 2nd be happy, therefore 
he wiſhes there were no Gad to whom he muſt be 
accountable. He is no more wrorght on by the Di- 
vine PerfeQtions and Beanties to love the Deity, than 
a guilty Perſcn who rcſolvedly goes on to break the 
Laws, can be perſuaded to love the Judge, for his 
excellent Knowledge, and his inflexible Integrity, 
who will certainly condemn him. Beſides, the great 
and abundant Bleſſings, which God, as Creator and 
Preſerver, beſtows upon all, cannot prevail upon 
guilty Creatures to love him. Indeed the Goodneſs 
that raiſed ns from a State of Nothing, is unſpeak- 
ably great, and lays an eternal Obligation upon us. 
The whole ſtock of our Aﬀections is due to him, for 
conferring upon us the humane Nature, that is com- 
mon to Kings and the meaneſt Beggar. All the Ri- 
ches and Dignity of the greateſt Prince, whereby 
he exceeds the pooreſt Wretch, compared to this Be- 
nefit which they both ſhare in, have no more pro- 
portion than a Farthing to an immenſe Treaſure. 
The innumerable Expreſſions of God's Love to ns 
every Day ſhould infinitely endear him to us. = 

who 
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who is ſo inhumane as not to love his Parents, or his 
Friend, who defended him from his deadly Enemies, 
or relieved him in his Poverty, eſpecially if the 
Vein of his Bounty be not dried up, but always dif- 
fuſes it ſelf in new Fayours ? If we love the Memo- 
ry of that. Emperour, who refle&ing upon one Day 
that paſt without his beſtowing ſome Benefit, with 
grief ſaid, Diem perajd;, 1 have loſt a Day ! How 
much mdre ſhould we love God who every moment 
beſtows innumerable Bleſſings upon his Creatures ? 
But ſinful Man hath contracted ſuch an unnatural 
Hardneſs, that he receives no Impreſſions from the 
renewed Mercies of God. He violates the Princi- 
ples of Nature, and Reaſon. For how unnatural 
is It, not to love, our RKenefactor, when the dull Ox 
and the ſtupid Aſs ſerve rhoſe that feed them ? And 
how unreaſonable, when the Publicans return Love 
for Love! Now therc is nothing that can perfealy 
overcome our Hatred, but the Conſideration of that 
Love which hath freed vs from Eternal Miſery : for 
the guilty Creature will be always ſuſpicious, that 
notwithſtanding the ordinary Benefits of Providence, 
God is an Enemy ro it: and till Man is convinced, 
that in loving God , he moſt truly himſelf, he 
will never ſincerely affe& him. This was one great 
Deſign of God in the Way, as well as in the Work 
of our Redemption, to gain our Hearts intircly to 
himſelf. Hefaves us in the moſt en:ilearing and obs 
Iiging manner. As Davis Afretion declared it 
ſelf,, 1 will nor ſerve the Lord with that which coft me 
wathing * So God would not fave Man with that 
which coft him nothing, bur with the dearcſt Price 
hath purchaſed a Title to our Love. God was in 
Chri# reconciling the World to himſelf, as well as thro? 
Chriſt reconciling himſelf to the World. He hath 
propounded ſuch Arguments for cur Love, ſo pow- 
P 3 erful, 
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erful, and ſublime, that Adam in Innocence was un- 
acquaintd with. He ſent down his own Bowels to 
teltifie his AﬀeRtion to us. And that ſhould be the 
oreateſt indearment of our Love, which was the 
greateſt evidence of his, 

And if we conlider the Perſon of our Redeemer, 
what more worthy Obje&t of our Aﬀection than 
Chriſt? and Chrilit enduring the molt terrible things, 
and at laſt dying with al] the Circumſtances of Diſ- 
honour and Pain, for Love to Man ? If he had no 
attractive Excellencies, yet his cruel Sufferings for 


us ſhonld make him infinitely precious and dear to ' 


our Souls. If by ſolemn regards we contemplate 
him in the Garden, amaz'd at the firſt Approaches 
of that Cnp mixed with all the Ingredients of Di- 
vine Diſplezſure, ſweating like drops of Eloed, under 
a weight of unſpeakable Sorrow, and without the 
leaſt Relief from Man, whoſe Sins he then bore; 
what kind of Marble are our Hearts if they do not 
tenderly relent at this doleful Spectacle ? Can we 
ſtand by him proſtrate on the Earth, and offering ud 
Prayers and Supplications with ſtrong Cries and Tears(the 
effects of the travel of his Soul)without the moſt paſ- 
ſionate ſenſibility? Can we fee him contemned by im- 
pure Worms, abus'd in his ſacred Offices, ſpitefully 
repreſented as a mock King, buffeted and flouted as a 
mock Prophet, his ſacred Face defiled with loath- 
ſome Spittle, his Back torn with ſharp Scourges, 
and all endured with a victorious Patience ; can we 
behold this with an unconcerned Eye, without the 
Mournings of holy Love ? Can we accompany him 
in the dolorous way,and ſee him fainting and ſinking 
under his heavy Croſs, and not feel his Sufferings ? 
Can we aſcend to Mount Calvary, and look on him 
hanging on the infamousTree in the midſt of Thieves 
ſuffering the utmoſt Fury of malicious Enemies, aud 
not 
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not be crucified with him ? Can we hear the aſtoni- 
ſhing Complaint of his deſerted Soul to the Judge 
of all the World doing extreme Right on him as 
our Sorety, and not be overcome with Grief and 
Love? Shall not the Warm Streams ſadly running 
from his wounded Head and Hands and Feet melr 
our congeal'd Aﬀections ? His pierced Side diſcovers 
his Heart, the vital Fountain open'd to waſh away 
our Guilr, and ſhall our Hearts be untouch'd ? His 
bloody undeſerved Death the precious Ranſom of 
our Souls makes him our Life, and ſhall ic nor ren- 


Y der him full of Lovelineſs to our inflamed Thoughts ? 


He is more amiable on the Croſs, than in the 
Throne: For there we ſee the cleareſt Teſtimony, 
and the moſt glorious Triumph of his Love There 
he endured the Anger of Heaven, and the Scorn of 
the Earth. There we might ſee Joy ſadned, Faith 
fearing, Salvation ſuffering, and Life dying (f). 
Bleſſed Redeemer! what couldſt thou have done or 
ſuffered more, to quicken our dead Powers, and in- 
flame our cold Hearts toward thee ? How can we 
remember thy bleeding dying Love without an Ex- 
ſtifie of Aﬀettion? If we are not more inſ-nhble 
than the Rocks, *cis impoſſible but we mutt be roy- 

ched and ſoftned by it. 
Suppoſe an Angel by ſpecial Delegation had been 
enabled ro have trod Satan under onr feet, our Oblt- 
gations to him had been inexpreſlible, and our Love 
might have been intercepte4 from aſcending to our 
Creator. For Salvation is a greater Benefit, than 
the meer giving to us our natural Being. As the 
privation of Felicity with the actual Mitery that 
is joyned with it, 1s infinitely worſe than the 
” 2 ne- 


———— —_—— — 


(f) Quid violentius triumphat de Deo? Vides in Chrifto 
lZari triſtitiain, pavece fidem, ſalutem pati, vitam mor1. 
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negation of being. Our Lord pronounced concer- 
ning Judas, Mat. 26. 24. It had been good for that 
Man that he had never been born, Redeeming good- 
neſs exceeds creating. Now the 50n of God to pro- 
cure our higheſt Love, aloae wrought Salvation for 
us. 

And what admirable goodneſs is it, that puts a 
value upon our Aﬀection, and acceprs ſuch a ſmall 
return ! Our moſt intent and ardent Love bzars no 
more Ppropertion to his, than a Spark tothe Element 
of Fire. Beſides, his Love to us wes pure, and 
without any Benefit to himſelf; but curs to him is 
profitable to our Sculs, for their eternal Advantage, 
Yet with this he is fully ſatisfied ; when we love hin 
in the quality of a Saviour, we give him the glory 
of that he deſigns molt to be glorified in, that is, of 
his Mercy to the miſerable. For this reaſon he in- 
ſtituted the Sacrament of the Supper, the contri- 
vance of his Love, to refreſh the Memory of his 
Death, and quicken our fainting Love to him. Now 
the Love that our Saviour requires mult be, 

x. Sincere-and Linfeigned. This declares it lf 
by a care to pleaſe him in all things. Uf 4 4an love 
ze, faith our Saviour, ke will keep my Commandments. 
Obedience is the moſt natural and neceſſary product 
of Love. For Love 1s the Spring of Action, and 
employs all the Faculties in the Service of the Per- 
ſon loved. The Apoſtle exprefjes the foice of it 
by an emphatical word, 2e;;«, 2 Cor. 5. The Love 
of Chriſt conſtrains us : It ſignifies to have one bound, 
and ſo much under power that he cannot move with- 
out leave. As the inſpired Prophcrs were carried 
by the Spirit, and intirely ated by his Motions. 
Such an abſolute Empire had the Love of Chriſt 0- 


ver him, (As 18. 5.) ruling all the Inclinations of 


his Heart, and AQtions of his Life. ?Tis this alone 
| makes 
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makes Obedience chearfal, and conſtant. For Love 


$ is ſeated in rhe W1', and the"Ohedience that pro- 
| ceeds from it, is out of choice, and purely volunta- 


ry. No Commanament 1s grievons that 1s performed 
from Love, r Join 5 3. And it makes Obedience 


; conſtant : that which is forced from the impreſſion 


of Fear, is unſtedfaſt ; bur what is mixt with De- 
light, is laſting. 

2, Our Love to Chriſt muſt be ſupreme, exceed- 
ing that which 1s given to all inferiour Obje&ts 
The molt elevated and intire Aﬀettion is due to 
Him who faves ns from Torments that are extreme 
and eternal, and beſtows upon us an Inheritance 
immortal and nndefiled. By the offering cf vimfelf 
to Divine Juſtice ne has oblized n3 to preſent our 
Bodies a living S:crifice to God, which is our reaſon- 
able Service ; *Life ic ſelf and all tie Ende: ments 
of it, Relations, Eſtates are to be diſvalued, wnen 
ſet in compariſon with Him. Nay if (by an im- 
poſſible ſuppoſition) they could be ſeparated, our 
Saviour ſhonld be more dexr to vs than S#Ivaiion. 
For he declared greater Love in giving Himſelf 
for our Ranſom, than in giving Heaven t6 be our 
Reward, When we love him in the higheſt de- 
gree we are capable of, we have reaſon to mourn 
for the Imperfe&ion of it. In ſhort, a Superla- 
tive Love, as 'tis due to our Redeemer, ſo %cis only 
accepted by Him. Fe that loveth Father or Mo- 
ther, Son or Danghter more th.m Him, 1s not worthy 
of Him ; Mit. 10. 37. And he tells ns in other 
places that we miſt hate them, to ſhew, that our 
Love to him ſhould fo far exceed the Aﬀection that 
is due to thoſe Relations, that in all occaſions 
where they divide from Chriſt, we ſhonld demean 
our ſelyes as if we had only for them an indiffe- 
rence, and eyen an averfation. Indeed the pre- 
| P 4 icrring 
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ferring of any thing before Him, who is altoge- 
ther deſirable in Himſelf, and infinitely deſerves 
our Love, is brutiſkly to undervalue Him, and in 
effet not to love Him. For-in a Temptation 
where Chriſt and the beloved Obje& are ſet in 
competition ; as a greater weight turns the Scales, 
ſo the ſtronger Aﬀe&ion will cauſe a Perſon to re- 
nounce Chriſt, for the poſſeſſion of what he loves 
better. *Tis the Love of Chriſt reigning in the 
Heart, that 1s the only Principle of Perſeverance. 
4+ What an high Provocation is it to deſpiſe Re- 
deeming Mercy, and to defeat that infinite Good- 
neſs which hath been at ſuch Expence for our Re- 
covery? The Son of God hath emptied all the 
Treaſures of his Love, to purchaſe Deliverance 
for guilty and wretched Captivesz He hath paſt 
through ſo many Pains and Thorns to come and 
offer it to them ; He ſollicites them to receive Par- 
don and Liberty, upon the conditions of Accep- 
tance and Amendment, which are abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to qualifie them for Felicity : Now if they 
Night the Benefit, and renounce their Redemption ; 
if they ſell themſelves again under the Servitude 
of Sin, and gratifie tne Devil with a new Con- 
quelt over them ; what a bloody Cruelty is this to 
their own Souls, and a vile Indignity to: the Lord 
of Glory? And are there any Servile Spirits ſo 
charm'd with their Miſery, and ſo ia love with 
their Chains, who will ſtoop under their cruel Cap- 
tivity, to be reſerved for eternal Puniſhment ? Who 
can believeit? But alas Examples are numerous and 
ordinary: The molt by a Folly ds prodigious as 
their Ingratitade, prefer their Sins before their 


Saviour, and love that which as the only juſt Ob-- 


ject of Hatred, and hate Him who is the moſt wor- 
thy Object of Love. ?Tisa moſt aſtoniſhing Con- 
ſideration 
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ſderation , that Love ſhonld perſwade Chriſt to 
die for Men, and that they ſhonld Trample upon 
his Blood, and chooſe rather to die by themſelves, 
than to live by Him. That God ſhould be ſo eaſie 
to forgive, and Man ſo hard to be forgiven, This 
is a Sin of ther. tranſcendent height, that all the 
Abominations oft Sodom and Gomorrah, are not e- 
qual ro it. This exaſperates Mercy, that dear and 
tender Attribute ; the only Advocate in God's Bo- 
ſom for u3. This makes the Judge irreconcileable. 
The rejecting of Lite upon the gracious terms of the 
Goſpel, mak«<s the Condemnation of Men moſt juſt, 
certain, and heavy. 

- 1. Moſt Juſt: for when Chriſt hath performed 
what was neceſſary for the Expiation of Sin, and 
hath opened the Throne of Grace, which was be- 
fore ſhut againſt vs, and by this God hath declared 
how willing he is to ſave Sinners ; if they are wilful 
to be damned, and fruſtrate the bleſſed Methods of 
Grace, "tis moſt equal they ſhould inherit their own 
choice: They judge themſelves unworthy of eternal Life. 
Conſcience will juſtify the ſevereſt Doom againſt 
them. 

2. It makes their Condemnation certain and fi- 
nil. The Sentence of the Law is reverſible by an 
Appeal to an higher Court; but that of the Goſpel 
againſt the refuſers of Mercy will remain in its full 
force for ever. He that believes not, is condemnwd 
already; John. 3. 18. ?*Tis ſome Conſolation to 
a Malefactor , that the Sentence is not pro- 
nounced againſt him: but an Unbeliever hath no 
reſpite. The Goſpel aſſures the ſincere Believer, 
that he ſhall, enter into Condemuation, to prevent 
his fears of an after Sentence; but it denounces a 
preſent doom againſt thoſe who reje& it. The 
Wrath of God abides on them, Obſtinate Infidelity, 
| Oe ſets 
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ſets beyond all poſſibility of Pardon : rhere 5s no 
Sacrifice for that Sin, Salvation ic ſelf cannot ſave 
the impenitent Infidel: For he excludes the only 
means whereby Mercy is conveyed. How deſpe- 
rate then is the: caſe of ſich a Sinner ? To what 
SanQuary will he fly? All the other Attributes 
condemn him, Holineſs excites Juſtice, and Juſtice 
awakens Power for his Deſtruction; and if Mercy 
interpoſe not between him and Ruin, he muſt periſh 
irrecoverably, Whoever loves not the Lord Chriſt, «s 
Anathema Maranatha; He is under an irrevocable 
Curſe, which the Redeemer will confirm at his com- 
ing. | 

E Wilful negle&t of Redeeming Mercy aggra- 
vates the Sentence, and brings an extraordinory 
Damnation upon Sinners.' Beſi:les the doom of 
the Law which continues in its vigour agatnſt 
Tranſgreſſors, the Goſpel adds a more heavy one 
againſt the impenitent, becarſe he belives nt in the 
Name of the only becotten Sin of God, John 3. 18. 
Infidelity is an outrage not to a Man or an Angel, 
but to the Eternal Son. For the Redemption of 
Souls 1s reckoned as a part of his Reward, He ſhall 
fee of the travel of his Soul and be ſatisficd ; Iſa. 53: 
Thoſe therefore who ſpurn at Salvation, deny him 
the Hononr of his Suſferings; and are guilty of 
the defiznce of his Love, of the contempr of his 
Clemency, of the provocation of the molt ſenſible 
and ſevere Attribute when "cis incenfed. This ts 
to ſtrike him at the Heart, and to kick againſt his 
Bowels. This increaſes the Angniſh of his Suffer- 
ings, and imbitters th: Cup of his Paſſion. This 
renews his Sorrows, and makes his Wounds bleed 
afreſh. Dreadful Impiety ! that exceeds the guilt 
of the Fews; they once kill'd Bim' being in his 
humble inglorious State, but this is a daily crucify- 
ing 
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ing him now glorified. Ungrateful Wretches ! 
that refuſe to bring glory to their Redeemer, and 
Bleſſedneſs to themſelves : (g) that rather chuſe that 
the Accuſer ſhould triumph in their Miſery, than 
their Saviour rejoyce in their Felicity. Th is the 


great Condemnation , that Christ came into the World 


to ſave Men from Death, and they reto{c the Par- 
don, John 3.19. *Tis an aggravation of Sin above 
what the Devils are capable of ; for Pardon was 
never offered to thoſe rebellious Spirits. In ſhort, 
ſo deadly a malignity there is in it, that it poyſons 
the Goſpel it ſelf, and turns the ſweeteſt Mercy 
into the ſoreſt Judgment. The Sun of Righteouſ- 
neſs whois a reviving Life to the penitent Believer, 
is a conſuming Fire to the obdurate. How munch 
more tolerable had been the condition of ſuch 
Sinners, if ſaving Grace had never appeared unto 
Men, or they had never heard of it ? For the de- 
grees of Wrath ſhall be in proportion to.the Riches 
of negleted goodneſs. The refuſing ' Life from 
Chriſt, makes us guilty of his Death, And when 
he ſhall come in his glory, and be viſible to all thar 
pierced Him, what Vengeance will be the Portion 
of thoſe who deſpiſed the Majeity of his Perſon, 
the Myſtery of his Compaſlions and Sufferings ? 
Thoſe that lived and died in the darkneſs of 
Heatheniſm , ſhall have a cooler Climate in Hell, 
than thoſe who neglect the great Salvation. 


(g) Ut denuo malus, recuperata przda ſua, adverſus Domis 
num gaudeat. Tertul. de Pan. 
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CHAP. XII. 


Dtvine Jaſtice concurs with Mercy in the work of our 
Redemption. The Reaſons why we are Redeemed 
by the Satisfattion of Juſtice are ſpecified: to de- 
clare God's Hatred of Sin, to vinaicate tha Hy. 
nour of the Law, to prevent the ſecure Commiſſion 
of Sin. Theſe Ends are obtained in the Death of 
Chriſt. The reality of the SatisfaQtion made 10 
Divine Juſtice conſidered. The requilites in order 
tO it. The appointment of God, who in this tranſ- 
ation is to be conſidered not as a Judge, that is Mi. 
miſter of the Law, but as Governour, "His right of 
Juriſdiction to relax the Law as to the execution of 
it. His Will declared to accept of the compenſa- 
tion made. The conſent of our Redeemer was 
neceſſary. He muſt be perfeftly Holy. He muſt be 
God ard Man, 


2 E Deity in it ſelf is Simple and Pure, with- 
out mixture or variety : The Scripture aſcribes 
Attributes to God for our clearer underſtanding. 
And thoſe as eſſential in him are ſimply one: They 
are diſtinguiſh'd only with reſpe& to the divers 
Objeats on which they are terminated, and the 
different Efe&-s that proceed from them. _ - 

The two great Attributes which are exerciſed 
towards reaſonable Creatures in their lapſed State, 
are Mercy and Juſtice : theſe admirably concur in 
the work of our Redemption. ' Altho' God ſpared 
guilty Man for the Honour of his Mercy, yet He 
ſpared not his own Son, who became a Surety for the 
Offender, but delivered Him up to a cruel Death 
for the Glory of his Juſtice. For the clearer un- 
derſtanding 
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derſtanding of this, three things are to be conſi- 
dered 3 

1. The Reaſons why we are redeemed by the. 
Satisfaction of Juſtice. 

2. The Reality of the Satisfaction made by our 
Redeemer. 

'3. The compleatneſs and perfe&ion of it. Con= 
cerning the fir/# there are three different Opinions, 
among thoſe who acknowledg the reality of Satis- 
faction. 

it. That *tis not poſſible that Sin ſhould be par- 
doned without Satisfaction. For Juſtice being a 
natural and neceſſary excellency in God, hath an 
unchangeable reſpe& to the Qualities which are in 
the Creatures: That as the Divine Goodneſs is 
neceſſarily exerciſed towards a Creature perfeQaly 
holy, fo Juſtice is inpuniſhing the guilty, unleſs a 
Satisfaction intervene. And if it be not poſlible, 
confidering the Perfe&ion of the Deity, that Ho- 
lineſs ſhould be unrewarded, far lefs can it be, that 
Sin ſhould be unpunilt'd : ſince the Exerciſe of 
Juſtice upon which Puniſhment depends, is more 
neceſſary than that of Goodneſs, which is the cauſe _ 
of Remuneration. For the Rewards .which Boun- 
ty diſpenſes are pure Favour, whereas the Puniſh- 
ments which Juſtice inflifts, are due. In ſhort, 
Since Juſtice is a Perfetion, *tis in God in a ſu- 
preme degree, and being Infinite "tis inflexible, This 
Opinion is aſlerted by ſeveral Divines of eminent 
Learning. | 

2. The Second Opinton is, That God by his Ab- 
folute Dominion and Prerogative, might have re- 
leas'd the Sinner from Puniſhment without any Sa- 
tisfaftion. For as by his Soveraignty He tranſ- 
ferr'd rhe Puniſhment from the Guilry to the Inno- 
cent; ſo He might have forgiven Sin, if no Re- 
deemer 
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deemer had interpoſed, From hence it follows, 
That the Death of Chriſt, for the Explation of 
Sin, was neceſlary only with reſpect to the Divine 
Decree. | 

3-. The Third Opinion 1s, That conſiedring God 
in this TranſaQion, as qualified with the Office of 
ſupreme Judge and Governour of the World, who 
hath given juſt Laws to direct his Creatures in their 
Obedience, and to he the Rule of his Proceedings 
with them as to Rewards and Puniſhments. He 
hath ſo far reſtrain'd the exerciſe of his Power, 
that upon the breach of the Law, either it muſt be 
executed upon the Sinner, or if extraordinarily 
diſpens'd with, it muſt be upon ſuch terms as may 
ſecure the Ends of Government : And thoſe are 
his own Honour, and publick Order, and the Be- 
nefit of thoſe that are governed. And upon theſe 
Accounts *twas requiſite, ſuppoſing the merciful 
Deſign of God to pardon Sin, that his Righteouſ- 
neſs ſhonld be declared in the Sufferings of Chriſt. 
I will diſtinctly opcn this. 

In the Law the Sovereignty and Holineſs of God 
eminently appear : And there are two things in all 
Sins which expoſe the Offender juſtly to Puniſh- 
ment : 

1. A Contempt of God's Sovereignty, and in that 
reſpe& tiere is a kind of equality between them. 
He that offends in one, 1s guilty of all, Jam. 2. 10. they 
being ratified by the fame Authority. And from 
hence "tis, that Guilt is the natural Paſſion of Sin ; 
that always adheres to it. For as God has a Judi- 
cial Power to inflitt Puniſhment upon the Diſo- 
bedient by virtue of his Sovereignty, ſo the deſert 
of Puniſhment ariſeth from the deſpiſing it in the 
violation of his Commands. | 
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2, In every Sin there is a contrariety to God's 
Bolineſs. And in this the natural rarpitzde of Sin 
conſiſts, which is receptive of degrees. From 
hence ariſes God's hatred of Sin, which 1s as efſen= 
tial as his Love to Himſelf : the infinite Purity and 
ReRitude of his Nature, infers the moſt perfe&t 
abhorrence of whatever is oppolite-to it. The 
righteors Lord loves Righteouſneſs, but the Wicked his 
Soul hates, Pfal. 11.5, 79. Now the Juſtice of God 
is founded in his Sovereignty, and in his Holineſs ; 
and the reaſon why *tis exerciſed againſt Sin, is not 
an arbitrary Conſtication, but his Holy Nature, to 
which Sin is repugnant, Theſe things being premi- 
ſed, it follows, That God in the relation of a Go- 
vernour, is Protefor of thoſe Sacred Laws which 
are to direct the Reaſonable Creature. And as 
twas moſt reaſonable, that in the firſt giving the 
Law, He ſhould lay the ſtrongeſt reſtraint upon 
Man for preventing Sin, by the threatning of Death, 
the greateſt evil in it ſelf, and in the eſtimation of 
Mankind ; ſo *tis moſt congruous to Reaſon, when 
the Command was broke by Man's Rebellion, that 
the Pezalty ſhould be inflicted, either on his Perſon, 
according to the immcCtate intent of the Law, or 
ſatisfaction equivalent to the Offence ſhould be 
made, that the Majeſty and Puriry of God might 
appear in his Juſtice, and there might be a viſible 
diſcovery of the value he puts on Obedience. 

The Life of the Law depends upon the execution 
of itz for imputiny occaſions a contempt of Ju- 
ſtice, and by extenuating Sin in the account of Men, 
incourages to the free commiſſion of it. - If Par- 
don be eaſily obtained, Sin will be eaſily commited. 
Crimes nnpuniſht ſeem authoriſed. The firſt temp= 
tation vas prevalent by this perſwaſion, that no pu- 
niſhment would follow. Beſides, if upon the bold . 
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violation of the Law no puniſhment were inflicted, 
not only the Glory of God's Holineſs would be ob- 
ſcured, as if he did not love Righteouſneſs and hate 
Sin, but ſuffered the contempt of the one, and the 
commillion of the other without controul ; but it 
would either refle& upon his Wiſdom, as if he had 
not upon juſt reaſon eſtabliſh'd an alliance tetween 
the Offence and the Penalty ; or upon his Power, as 
it He were not able to vindicate the Rights of Hea- 
ven. And after his giving a Law, and declaring 
that according the tenor of it, He would diſpenſe 
Rewards and Puniſhments, if Sin wcrie unrevenged, 
it would leſſen the facrednefs of his Truth in the e- 
ſteem of Men. So that the Law and Law-giver 
would be expoſed to contempt. By all which it 
appears, that the Honour of God was infinitely con- 
cerned in his requiring ſatisfaQion for the breach of 
his Laws. 

Temporal Magiſtrates are bound to execute wiſe 
and equal Laws, for the preſervation of Publick 
Order, and Civil Societies. *Tis true, there be 


ſome caſes wherein the Law-giver may be forced to. 


diſpenſe with the Law, as when the ſparing of an 
Offender is more advantage to the State than his 
puniſhment : Beſides, there is a ſuperiour Tribunal 
to which great Offenders are obnoxious, and good 
Magiſtrates, when through weakneſs they are fain 
to ſpare the Guilty, refer them to God's Judgment. 
But 'tis otherwiſe in the Divine Government: For 
God is infinitely free from any neceffity of compli- 
ance, . There is no exigency of Government that 
requires, that any Offenders ſhould eſcape his Seve- 
rity. Neither is there any Juſtice above his, which 
might exa& Satisfaction of them. Beſides, the 
Majeſty of his Laws is more ſacred than of thoſe 
which preſerve Earthly States, and ought to be more 
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inviolable. The ſum is this, to declare God?s ha- 
tred of Sin which is eſſential to his Nature, to pre- 
ſerve the Honour of the Law, which otherwiſe 
would be ſecurely deſpiſed, and loſe its effe&, to 
prevent Sin, by keeping vp in Men an holy Fear to 
offend God, an eternal reipect in the rational Crea- 


ture to Him ; 3 *twas moſt fit that the preſumtuous 
breach of God's Command ſhould not be unpu- 
nilhed. Now when the Son of God was made a 
Sacrifice for Sin, and by a Bloody Death made ex- 
piation of it, the World is convinced how infinite- 
ly hateful Sin is to him, the dignity of the Law is 
maintained, and Sin is moſt elteQually diſcouraged. 
There is the ſame Terror, though not the ſame Ri- 
gor, aSif all mankind had been finally condemned. 
Thus it appears how becoming God it was, to ac- 
compliſh our Salvation in ſuch a manner, that Juſtice 
and Mercy are revealed in their moſt noble and emi- 
nent Effeas and Operations. 

_ 2. The reality of the ſatisfaction made to Di- 
vine Juſtice is next to be proved. This is the Cen- 
ter, and Heart of the Chriſtian Religion, from 
whence all vital and comforting Influencs are deri- 
ved: and for the opening of it, I will firſt coalider 
the Requilites in order to it : which are, 


t. The Appointment of God, whoſe Power and 
Will are to be conlidere1 in this tranſaction. 

(1.) His Power : for *tis an a& of Supremacy to 
admit, that the ſufferings of another ſhould be 
effeCtual to redeem the Offender. God doth: nor 
in this Aﬀair ſuſtain the Perſon of a Judg, that is 
the Miniſter of the Law, and cannot free the Guil- 
ty by transferring the Puniſhment on another z but 
is to be conlidere 25 Governour, who-may by pure 
| Juriflition diſpenſe in the execution of the Law, 
upon 


225 The Harmony of the Otvine Attributes 


upon thoſe Conſiderations which fully anſwer the 
ends of Government. 

The Law is not executed according to the Letter 
of it, for then no Sinner can be ſaved : bur repen- 
ting Believers are free from condemnation. Nor js 
it abrogated, for then no Obligation remains as to 
the Duty, or Penalty of it : but Men are ſtill bound 
to obey it, and impenitenr Infidelsare ſtill under the 
Curſe: The Wrath of God abides upon them. But "is 
relax*d as to the puniſhment, by the merciful con- 
deſcenſion of the Law -giver. 

Some Laws are not capable of relaxation in their 
own Nature : becauſe there is included moral Ini- 
quicy in the relaxation. As the Commands to love 
God and obey Conſcience, can never loſe their 
binding force. ?Tis an univerſal Rule that ſuffers no 
exception, God cannot deny himſelf; therefore he 
can never allow Sin, that direaly oppoſes the per- 
fetions of His Nature. Beſides, ſome Laws can- 
not be relax'd ex hypotheſi, upon the account of the 
Divine Decree which makes them irrevocable, as 
that all who die in their impenitency ſhall be dam- 
ned. Now there was no expreſs ſign annex'd to the 
SanQtion of the original Law, to intimate, that it 
ſhould be unalterable as to the Letter of it. The 
threatning declared the deſert of Sin in the Offen- 
der, and the right of puniſhing in the Superiour 
but ®tis ſo to be underſtood, as not to fruſtrate the 
Power of the Law-giver, to relax the Puniſhment 
upon wiſe and juſt Reaſons, 

The Law did neither propound, nor exclude this 
expedient : for judging withour paſſion againſt the 
Sinner, it is ſatisfied with the puniſhment of the 
Crime. For "tis not the evil of the Offender that 1s 
primarily defigned by the Law, but the preſervation 
of pnblick order, for the honour of the Law: giver, 
an 
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and the benefit of thoſe that are Subjects. So that 
the relaxing the puniſhment, as to the Perſon of the 
Sinner, by compenſation, fully aaſwers the intent of 
the Law. 

(2.) As by the right of Juriſdiction God might 
relax the Law, and appoint a Mediatour to 1inter- 
poſe by way of Ranſom, ſo he hath declared his 
Will-to accept of Him. The Law in ſtriQneſs ob- 
liged the Sinning Perſon to ſuffer, ſo that he might 
have refuſed any other Satisfaction. Therefore the 
whole Work of our Redemption is referred to His 
Will as the primary cauſe. Our Saviour was ſer 
into the World by the order of God: John 3. 17. #He 
was ſcaed, that is, authorized for that great Work 
by Commiſſion from Him. He was called to His 
Office, by the voice of his Father from Heaven, Thou 
art my beloved Son in whom I am well pleaſed, Mat. 
3-17. God anointed bim with the Holy-Ghoſt, and with 
Power, AQs 10 38. which ſignifies as the enduing of 
Him with the Graces of the Spirit, . ſo the in- 
veſting Him in the dignity of Mediator, as Kings, 
Prieſts, and Prophets were. And both were ne- 
ceſlary : for his Graces without his Office are nn- 
profitable to us, and his Office without his ca- 
pacity, of no advantage. In ſhort, the Apoltle 
obſerves this as the_peculizr excellency of the New 
Covenant, and the foundation of our hopes, that 
the Mediatonr was conſtituted by a folemn Oath, 
The Lord hath ſworn, and will not repent, thou art 4 
Prieft for ever after the order of Melchifedec, Heb. 7. 
21, 

2. The Conſent of our Redeemer was neceſſary, 
that he might by Sufferings ſatisfy for us. For be- 
Ing the Lord from Heaven, there was no Supericur 
Authority to command, or Power to compcl him. 
"I's true, having become cu; Surcty, *uwas nece(- 
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fary He ſhould be accountable to the Law : But the 


firſt undertaking was moſt free. When one hath 
entred into Fonds to pay the Debt of an inſolvent 
Perſon, he muſt give ſatisfaction ; bur ?tis an att of 
liberty and choice co make himſelf lable. Our Savi- 
our tells us, Lu. 24. 46. It behoved Chriſt to ſuffer ;, he 
doth not ſay that the Son of God ſhould ſuffer, but 
that Chriſt, This Title ſignifics the ſame Perſon in 
ſubſtance, bur not 1n the ſame reſpect and conſide- 
tion. Chriſt is the Second Perſon cloathed with 
cur Natuie. There was no neceſſity that obliged 
Go to appoint his Son, or the Son to accept the 
Office of Mediator 5 Eut when the Eternal Son had 
undertook that Charge, and was made Chri#, that 
is af[nmed our Nature in order to redecm us, 'twas 
neceſlary that He ſhould ſuffer. 

Pelicles, His Conſent was neceſſary upon another 
account. For ihe SatisfiQion doth not arife meerly 
from the Dignity of iis Perſon, but from the Law 
of ſubſtitntion, whereby he put himfIf. in our 
ſteed, and voluntarily obliged himſelf to ſuffer 
the puniſhment due to us. The efficacy of his 
Death, is by virtue of the Contract between the 
Father and him, of which there con!d be no caufe 
but pure Mercy, and his voluntary Condeſcen- 
fion. 

Now the Scripture declares the willingneſs of 
Chriſt, particularly at his entrance into the World, 
and at his Death, Upon His coming into the 
World, he begins his Life by the #nte7nal Oblation 
of himſelf to bis Father; Heb. tO 6, 7. Sacrifice 
ard Offering thou didit not deſire, mine Ears haſt thou 
opened : that is, He entirely reſigned himſelf to be 


God's Servant; £&urnt- Offering and Sin-Offering baft 
thou not required. Then ſaid I, Lo, 1 come, in the | 
Volume of thy Bovk "tis written of me, 1 delight ro 40 | 
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thy Will, O my God, yea, thy Law is within my Heart, 


Be ſaw the divine Decree, and embrac*d it ; the 
Law was in his Heart , and fully poſleſt ail his 
Thoughts and Aﬀections, and had a commanding 
influence upon his Life. And his Willingneſs was 
fully expreſt by him, when he approach'd to his 
ſt Sufferings. For although he declined Death zs 
Man, having ratural and innocent dcfires of Seli- 
preſervation, yet as Mediator he readily ſubmitred 
toit; Nor my Will, but thine be done, was his Voice 
in the Garden. And this argued the compleatnels- 
and fixedneſs of his Will, that notwittſtanding 
his averſation from Death abſolutely conſidered, yer 
with an unabated elc&ion He ſtil] choſe it as the 
means of our Salvation. No involuntary Con- 
ſtraint did force him to that ſubmiſlion ; But the 
ſole canſes of it were his free Compli:nce with his 
Father's Will, and his tender Compaſſion towards 
Men. He faith, Joh. 10. 18. I have power to lay 
down my Life, ana power to take it up : This Command ! 
received of my Father. In his Death, Obedience and 
Sacrifice were united. The Typical Sacrifices were 
l2d to the Alar , bnt the Lamb. of Ged preſented 
Himſelf: Gal. 1. 4. 'Tis ſaid, He gave himſelf for 
w, Tit. 2. 14. to ſignify his willingneſs in dying. 
Now the Freeneſs of our Redeemer in dying for 
us, qualified his Sufferings to be meritorious. The 
Apoſtle tells us, Rom. 5. 19. that By the abedience of 


. one many are made righreows ;, that is, By his volun- 


tary Sufferings we are juſtified: For without his 
Conſent, his Death could not have the reſpect of 
a punihment for our Sins. No Man can be com- 
pelled to pay anothers Debt, unleſs he make himſelf 
Surety for it. Briefly, The Appointment of G29, 
and the Undertaking of Chriſt, to recicem us from 
the Corſe of the Law by his ieffering it, are the 
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Foundation of the New-Teſtament. 

3. He that interpos'd as Mediator, muſt be per- 
fectly Holy, otherwiſe he had been liable to Juſtice 
for his own Sin. And guilty Blood is impure and 
corrupt, apter to ſtain by irs effuſion and ſprinkling, 
than to purge away Sin. The Apoſile joins theſe 
two as inſeparable, 1 Joh. 3. 5. He appeared to take 
away Sin, and in him is no Sin, The Prieſthood under 
the Law was imperfect ; as for other Reaſons, ſo for 
the Sins of the Prieſts. Aaron the fir 3nd chief of 
the Levitical Order, was guilty 'of groſs Idolatry, 
ſo that Reconciliation could not be obtained by their 
Miniftry : For how can one Captive ranſom ano- 
ther, or Sin explate Sin ? But our Mediator was 
abſolutely innocent , without the leaſt tincture of 
SIN Origina!, or Aﬀtual. He was conceived in a mi- 
raculous manner, infinitely diſtant from al] the 
Impurities of the Earth. That which is produced 
in an ordinary way, recelves its Propricty from 


ſecord Cauſes, and contracts the defilement that. 


cleaves to the whole ſpecies: Whatever is born of 
Blood, and the Will of the Fleſh, that is form'd of the 
Subſtance of the Fleſh, and by the ſenſual Appetite, 
15 defiled : But though He was form'd of the Sub- 
ſtance of the Virgin, yet by virtue of an Heavenly 


Principle, according to the words of the Angel to , 


her, Luke 1. 35. The Holy Gho#t ſhall come upon thee, 
ard the Power of the HigheSt ſhall overſhadow tne ; 


therefore aifo that Holy Thing that ſhall be born of thee,, 


fall be called the Son of God. Be came in the ap- 
pearance ozly of ſinful Fleſh, Rom. 8. 3. As the 


Brazen Serpe.t had the Figure, and not the Poiſon of 


the fhery Scrnent. He was without a&zal Sin ; He 
foil'd the Tempter in all his Arts and Methods 
wherewith he tried Him. He reſiſted the Luſt of 
the Fleſh, by retuſfing to make the Stones Bread to 
allwage 
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aſſwage his Hunger; and the Luft of the Eyes, in 
deſpiling the Kingdoms of the World with all their 
Treaſures ; and the Pride of Life when he would 
not throw himſelf down, that by the interpoling of 
Angels for his reſcue, there might be a viſible proof 
that he was the Son of God. The Accuſer himſelf 
confeſt him to be the Holy One of God, Mar. 1. 24- 
he found no Corruptien within him, and could draw 
nothing out of him. Judas that betrayed him, and 
Pilate that condemned him, acknowledged his In- 
nocence. He perfcaly fulfilled the Law, and did 
always what pleaſed his Father, In the midſt of his 
Sufferings, no irregular Motion diſturbed his Soul, 
but he always expreſt the higheſt Reverence to God, 
and unſpeakable Charity to-Men. He was compared 
toa Lamb, (for his Paſſion and his Patience) that 
quietly dies at the Foot of the Altar. 

Beſides, we may conſider in our Mediator not on- 
ly a perfe& Freedom from Sin, but an Impollibility 


_ that he ſhould be touch'd by it. - The Angelical Na- 


ture was liable to Folly ; but the Humaze Nature by 
its intimate and unchangeable Union with the Divine 
1s eſtabliſh'd above all poſliibility of Falling. The 
Deity is Holineſs it ſelf, and by irs perſonal Preſence, 
is a greater Preſervative from Sin, than either the 
Viſion of God in Heaven, or the moſt permanent 
habit of Grace. Our Saviour tells us, John 5. 19. 
The Son can do nothing of himſelf, but according to 
the Pattern the Father ſets him. Now the perfect 
Holineſs of our Redeemer hath a ſpecial Efficacy in 
making his Death to be the Expiation of Sin, as the 
Scripture frequently declares, Heb. 7. 26, 27. For 
ſuch an High Prieſt became us, who is holy, harmleſs, un- 
defiled, and ſeparate from Sinners. Aid he that knew no 
Sin, was made Sin for us, that we might be made the 
Righteouſneſs. of God in him, 2 Cor 5. 21, We are 
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Redeemed not with corruptible things, as Silver and 

Gold, vut with the precious Blood of Chriſt, as of a Lamb 

without blemiſh, and without ſpot, 1 Pet. 1. 18. And 

” bis knowledge ſhall my righteous Servant juſt ifie many, 
a. 53-11, 

4 *Twas requiſite tne Mediitor ſhould be God 
and Man. He muſt aſſume the Nature of Man, that 
he might þb2 pur in his ſtead in order to make Satiſl- 
faction for him. He was to be onr Repreſentative, 
Therefore ſuch a Conjunttioa between us muſt be, 
that God might eſteem ail his People to ſuffer in him. 
By the Law of 1[/rac! the Right of Redemption be- 
longed to him that was next in Blood: Now Chriſt 
took the Seed of Abraham, the original Element of 
our Nature, that having a Right of Propriety in 
us as God, he might have a Right of Propinquiry as 
Man. He was allied to all Men, as Men; that his 
Sufferings might be univerſally beneficial. And he 
muſt he God: ?tis not his Innocency only, or Depu- 
tation, but th2 Dignity of his Pet ſon that qualthes 
him to be an all-ſufficient Sacrifice for Sin, ſo that 
God may diſpenſe Pardon, in a way thit is honou- 
rable to Juſtice. For Juſtice requires a proportion 
between the Puniſhment and the Crime: and that 
receives its Quality from the Dignity of the Perſon 
offended. Now ſince the Majeſty of (504 is infinite 
agiinſt whom Sin is committed, ri:e Gvilr of it can 
never be expiated but by an infinite Satisfaction, 
There is no Name under H:aven, (As 4. 12.) 10 
in Heaven that could ſave us, but the Son of God 
who being equal to him in zreatneſs, became Man. ' 

If there had been fach Compaſſion in the Angels 
as to have inclined them to interpoſe between Jultice 
and us, they had not been qualified for that Work : 
not only epan the account of their different Nature, 
ſo that by ſabſtitation they conld not fatisfie for us; 
; + Ps nor 
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nor that being immaterial Subſtances, they are ex- 
empted from the Dominion of Death, which was 
the Puniſhment denounc'd againſt the Sinner, and . 
to which his Surety muſt be ſubjcRed : but princi- 
pally that being finite Creatures, they are incapable 
to ztone an incenſed God. Who among all their 
glorious Orders durſt appear before ſo conſuming a 
Fire? who could have been an Altar whereon to 
ſanaifie a Sacrifice to Divine Juſtice? No meer 
Creature how wortliy ſoever could propitiate the ſu- 
preme Majeſty when juſtly provoked. Our Redee- 
mer was to be the Lord of Angels. The Apoſtle 
tells us that it pleaſed the Father that in him all Fulneſs 
ſhould dwell. This reſpeQts not his Original Nature, 
but his Office, and the reaſon of it is, to reconcile by 
the Blood of the Croſs, things in Heaven ard in the 
Earth. From the Greatneſs of the Work we may 
infer the quality of the Means, and from the quali- 
ty of the means, the Nature of the Perſon thar is 
to perform it. Peace with God who was provoked 
by cur Rebellion, could only be made by an infinite 
Sacrifice. Now in Chriſt the Deity it ſelf, not its 
Influences and the fulneſs of ir, not any particular 
PerfeQion only, dwelt really and ſnbltantially. God 
was preſent in the Ark in a ſhadow, and Repreſ=n- 
tation; He 1s preſent in Nature by his ſuſtaining 
Power, and in his Saints by ſpecial Favour, and the 
eminent effects, the Graces and Comforts that pro- 
cced from it; but he is preſent in Chriſt in a ſingular 
and tranſcendent manner. The Humanity 1s rela- 
ted to the Word not only-as a Creature to the Au- 
thor of its Being, for in this regard it hath an equal 
reſpec to all the Perſons, but by a peculiar Con- 
junaion : for 'ris atvated by the ſame ſubii tence 
as the Divine Eſience 1s in the Son, but with this dif- 
ference, the one 1s voluntary, the other nece{lary ; 
- BR 2 the 
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the one is eſpouſed by Love, the other received by 
Nature, 

Now from this intimate Union, there is a commu- 
Nication of the ſpecial Qualities of both Natures to 
the Perſon of Chriſt: Man is exalted to bz the Son 
of God, and the Word abaſed to be the Son of 
Man. As by reaſon of the vital Union between the 
Soul and Body, the eſlential Parts of Man, ?cis truly 
aid that he is rational in reſpeX of his Soul, and 
mortal in reſpe@ of his Body. This Union derives 
an infinite merit to the Obedience of Chriſt. For 
the humane Nature having ics Complertient from 
the Divine Perſon, tis not the Nature ſimply conſi- 
dered, but the Perſon that is the Fountain of Aci- 
ons. To illuſtrate this by an Inſtance : The Civil 
Law determines that a Tree tranſplanted from, one 
Soil to another, and taking Root there, belongs to 
the Owner of that Ground ; in regard that recei- 
ving Nouriſhment from a new Earth, it becomes as 
it were another Tree, though there be the ſame in- 
dividual Root, the fame Body, and the ſame Soul 
of Vegetation as before (þ). Thus the humane Na- 
rure taken from the common Maſs of Mankind, and 
tranſplanted by perſonal Union 1nto the Divine, 1s 
to be reckoned as intirely belonging to the Divine, 
and the Actions proceeding from it are not meerly 
humane, but are raiſed above their natural worth, 
and become merirorious. One hour of Chriſt's 
Life glorified God more, than an everlaſting Dura- 
tion ſpent by Angels and Men in the Praiſes of him. 
For the moſt perfe&t. Creatures are limited, and fi- 
Nite, and their Services cannot fully correſpond with 
the Majeſty of God ; but when the Ward was made 
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Fleſb, and entered into a new ſtate of SubjeRion, 
he glorified God in a divine manner and moſt wor- 
thy of him. He that comes from above, 1s above all, 
John 3. 31. The All-ſuffiiency of his Satisfaction 
ariſes from hence, He that was in the form of Ged, and 
thought it 0 Robbery to be equal with God, Phil. 2. 6. 
that is, in the truth of the divine Nature was equal 
with the Father, and without Sacriledge, or Uſur- 
pation poſleſt divine Honour, he became obedjanr to 
the death of the Croſs, 1 Cor. 2.8. The Lord of 
Glory was crucified, We are purchaſed by the Blood of 
God. And the Blood of Feſus Chri$t his Son cleanſeth 
us from all Sin, A&. 20. 28. The divine Nature 
gives it an infinite and everlaſting Efficacy. 

And ?tis obſervable, that the Socinians, the de- 
clared Enemies of his Eternity, conſentaneouſly ro 
their firſt impious Error, deny his Satisfation. For 
if Jeſus Chriſt were but a titular God, his Sufferings 
how deep ſoever, had been inſufficient to expiate our 
Offence: in his Death he had been only a Martyr, 
not a Mediator. For no Satisfaction can be made to 
divine Juſtice, but by ſuffering that which it equa- 
valent to the guilt of Sin, which as "tis inconceiv- 
ably great, ſuch muſt the Satisfaction be. | 


CHAP, XIII. 


Divine Juſtice is declared and glorified in the Death of 
Chriſt. The threefold account the Scriptures gives 
of it : As a Puniſhment infliifted for Sin, as a Price 
to redeem us from Hell, as a Sacrifice to reconcile us 
to God. Man was Capitally gzilty. Chriſt with 
the allowanee of God interpoſes as his Surety. His 
Death was inflicted on him by the ſupreme Judge. 
The impulſive Cauſe of it was Sin. His Sufferings 

were 


_ 235 The Hatmony of the Divine Attributes 
were equavalent to the Sentence of the Law. The Ef- 
fe of them is our Freedom. An Anſwer to the 
Objection, That tis a violation of Juſtice to tranſ- 
fer the Puniſhment from the guilty to the innocent, 
The. Death of Chrilt 3s the Price that redeems from 
Hell. This ſingular effect of his Death diſtinguiſhes 
it from the Death of the Martyrs. An Anſwer to the + 
Objections, How could God receive this Price, ſince 
he gave kis Son to that Death which redeems wi ? 
And hw our Redeemer, ſippoſinz him God, can 
make Satisfattion ro nimſelf ? The Death of Chriſt 
repreſentea as a Sacrifice. The Expiatory Sacrifi- 

ces under the Law were ſubſtituted in the place of guil- 
ty Men. The Fffets of them anſwerable to their 
threefold Recſpedt ro God, Sin and Men : The Attone- 
ment of Anger, the Expiation of Sin, and Freedom 
from Puniſament. Al ſorts of Placatory Sacrifices 
are refer”d to Christ, ard the effefts of them in a ſub- 
lime and perfet manner. No prejudice to the freeneſs 
and greatneſs of God's Love , that Carilt by bis 
Death reconciled Him to Men, 


Aving prem'ſed theſe things, I ſhall now prove 
tht the Divine Faſtice is really declared and 
glorified in th2 obedient Sufferings of Chriſt. For 
the opening this Pozrr, *ris neceſſary to conſider the 
Account the Scripture gives of his Death ; which is 
— ; 
. ?Tis repreſented unger the relation of Puniſh, 
now inflicted on him for Sin, and the Vrec of it is 
SatisfaQion to the Law. 
2. As a Price to redeein us from Hell. 
3- Under the nction of a Sacrifice to reconcile | 
God to Sinners. 
13:4, As a Puniſhment inflicted on him for Sin. 
This wil appear by conlidering, 
rt. That 
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t. That Man by his Rebellion againſt God was 
_— guilty : He ſtood ſentenced by the Law to 
Death. 

2, Chriſt with the allowance of the ſnapreme 
Judge interpoſed as our Surety, and in that relation 
was made liable to Puniſhment. Sins are by reſer- 
blance called Debts. As a Debt obliges the Debtor 
to Payment, fo fin doth the Sinner to Puniſhment. 
And as rhe Creditor hath a right to exact the Pays 
ment from the Debtor, ſo God hath a right to in- 
flift Puniſhment on the guilty, But with this diffe- 
rence, the Creditor by the meer ſigniſicition of his 
Will may diſcharge the Debtor, for he hath an ab- 
ſolute Power over his Eſtate : whereas publick Jn1- 
ſtice is concerned in the Puniſhment of the guilty. * 
This is evident by many Inſtances. For *cis not ſuf- 
ficient that a Criminal ſatisfie his Adverſary, unleſs 
the Prince, who is the Guardian of the Laws, give 
him Pardon. The [Intereſt of a private Perſon, wio 
hath received an Injury, is ſo diſtin& from that of 
the Stite, that ſometimes the injured Party folicites 
the Pardon of the Offender without ſucceſs. Which 
ſhews, that. principally ris not to ſatisite the parti- 
cular Perſon, that the Crime is puniſt'd, but to ſa- 
tisfiz the Law, and prevent future Diſorders. 

Now our Debt was not pecuniary but penal : And 
as in Civil Caſes, where one becomes Surety for ano- 
ther, he is obliged to pry the Debr, for in the efti- 
mate of the Law they are but one Perſon, He. 7. 22+ 
So the Lord Jeſns Chriſt entring into this re]:tion, 
he ſuſtained the Perſons of Sinners, and became ju- 
dictaiiy one with them, and according, to the O1der 
of Jultice, was liable to their Punithments . The 
Dit- 
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Diſpleaſure of God was primarily and direaly a- 
gainſt the Sinner, but the effefts of it fell upon 
Chriſt, who undertook for him. The Apoſtle tells 
us, Gal. 4.4, 5- That when the Fulneſs of time.came, 
God ſent his Son, made under the Law, that he might 
redeem them that were under the Law. He took onr 
Nature and Condition: He was made under the 
Law Aforal and Ceremonial. The direftive Part of 
the Moral Law he fulfilled by the Innocency of his 
Life; the Penalty he ſatisfied as our Surety, being 
under an Obligation to ſave us, And he appeared 
as a Sinner in his SubjeQion ta the Law of Moſes. 
That Hand-writing was againſt 'us, Col. 2. 14. he 
therefore enter*d into the Bond that we had forfei- 
ted. In his Circumcition he ſigned it with thoſe 
drops of Blood, which were an earneſt of his ſhed- 
ding the reſt on the Croſs. For whoſoever was cir- 
cumciſed, became a Debtor to the whole Law. And we 
may obſerve, 'tis ſaid, That as Moſes lifted up the 
brazen Serpent ; ſo the Law, of which Moſes was a 
Type and Miniſter, lifted up the 2cſ2b on the Croſs, 
3. The Scripture is very clear and expreſs in ſet- 
ting down the Part that God had in the Sufferings 
of Chriſt as ſupreme Judge, the impulſive cauſe that - 
moved him, their proportion to the Puniſhment of 
the Law, and the efie& of them for our Deliverance. 
He was delivered by the determinate counſel and fore- 
knowledge of God, Afts 2. 23. All the various and 
vicious Actions of Men, were over-ruled by his Pro- 
vidence; The Falſeneſs of Judas, the Fearfulneſs 
of Pilate, and the Malice of the Fews were ſubſer- 
vient to God's Eternal Deſign. And as he wills not 
the Death of a S;»ner, much leſs of his Soz, but for 
moſt weighty Reaſons: theſe are declared by the 
Propher, All we like Sheep have gone aſtray, and turn- 
ed every oze to his own ways: Our Errors were dif- 
terent, 
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ferent, but the iſſue was the ſame, that is, Eternal 
Death : Andthe Lord laid on him the Tniquity of us all, 
If. 53. 6. that is, the puniſhment of our Iniquities. 
His Sufferings had ſuch a reſpect to Sin, as included 
the imputation of it. *T was an AQ of Soveraignty in 
God to appoint Chriſt as Man to be our Surety, but 
an A& of Juſtice to inflift the puniſhment, when 
Chriſt had undertaken for us. ?Tis ſaid, He hath borx 
our Griefs, and carried our Sorrows, The Expreſſions 
are comprehenſive of all the Miſeries of his Life, ef- 
pecially his laſt Sufferings. The Hebrew words, 
dz and DHaD, ſignify ſuch a taking away, as is 
by laying upon one who bears it from us. And thus 
it is interpreted by St. Peter, He himſelf bare our Sins 
in his own Body on the Tree (5). This neceſſarily im= 
plies the derivation of our Guilt to him, and the con- 
ſequent of it, the transferring of our puniſhmenr, 
Thoſe words are full and pregnant to the ſame pur- 
poſe ; Iſa. 53.5. He was wounded for our Tranſpreſ- 
ſrons, he was bruiſed for our Iniquities, the chaſtiſement 
of 0ur peace was on him, and with his ſtripes we arc healed, 
Where the meritorious cauſe of his Sufferings is ſec 
down, as appears by the connexion of the words 
with the former. The Jews thought him ſtricken, 
ſmitten of God, and afflicted ; that is, juſtly puniſh'd 
for Blaſphemy, and uſurping Divine Honour. In 
oppoſition to this Conceit, *tis added, Bur he was 
wourded for our Tranſereſſions. This the Apoſtle ex- 
preſly telleth us, when he declares that Chriſt died 
for our Sins. © | 

This will appear more fully, by conſidering what 
the deſert of Sin is. By our Rebellion we made 
the forfeiture-of Soul and Body to Divine Juſtice : 
Deach, 


(1) Primum deſignat ipſum aQum tollen4i onus ia humeros, 
aterum geftationem oneris impouliti, 
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Death, both the Firſt and the Second, was the Sen- * 


tence of the Law. Now the Sufferings of Chriſt 
were anſwerable to this Puniſhment. The Death 
which the Law threatned for Sin, was to be ac- 
eompanied with Diſhonour and Pain. And he ſuf- 
fered the Death of the Croſs, in which the equal 
Extremities of Ignominy and Torment were join'd. 
A ſpecial Curſe was annex'd to it, not only in re- 
ſpect of the Judgment, of Men, before whom a 
Crucified Perſon was made a Spectacle of publick 
Vengeance for his Crimes, but in reſpe& of God's 
Declaration concerning it. The Jews were com- 
manded, that none ſhoula hang on a Tree longer than 
the Evening, (Deut. 21. 23.) leſt the Holy Land 
ſhould be profaned by thar, which was an expreſs 
Mark of God's Curie. Now the legal Curſe was a 
Typical ſipnification of the Real, that ſhould be 
ſuffered by our Redeemer. Belides, his Death was 
attended with exquiſite pains : He ſuffer'd variety 
of Torments, by the Scourges, the Thorns, the 
Nails that pierc'd his Hands and Feet, the lealt vi- 
tal, but moſt ſenſible parts. He refuſed the Wine 
mix'd with Myrrh, that was given to ſtupify the 
Senſes : For the delign of his Paſſion requir'd, thar 
he ſhould have the quickeſt ſenſe of his Sufferings, 
which were the Punithment of Sin. And his in- 
ward Sorrows were <quivalent to the pains of loſs 
and ſenſe that are due to Sinners. ?Tis true, there 
are Circumſtances in the Suſfcrings of the Damn'd, 
as Blaſphemy, Rage, impotent fierceneſs of Mind, 
which are not appointed by the Law, but are acci- 
dental, atiiing from the perverſenefs of their Spi- 
rits: For the puniſhmert of the Law is a Phyſical 
Evil, but thcſe are Moral: And that Puniſhment 1s 
innitcd by the Judge, but theſe are only from the 
guilty Sufterers ; New to theſe he was not poſlibly 
liable: 


MA CC Q LO az ©5 ©, = ww ao ww ROLL ITY. Fw => £©A a, @whk + a. as a 


er 


in Contriving Yan's Redemption, 24: 


liable. Beſides, the Death that the Sinner ought 


to ſuffer is Eternal, attended with deſpair, and the 
intolerable anguiſh of Conſcience. Now our Re- 
deemer having no real Guilt, was not liable to 
the Worm of Conſcience, and his temporary Suf+ 
ferings were equivalent to the Eternal, upon the 
account of his Divine Perſon, ſo that he was not 
capable of Deſpair. But he endur'd the unknown 
terrors of the ſecond Death, ſo far as was conſi- 
ſtent with the PerfeQtion of his Nature. The an- 
gviſh of his Soul was not meerly from ſympathy 
with his Body, but immediately from Divine Dif- 
pleaſure. Ir pleaſed the Lord tobruiſe him, 11a. 53.10. 
this principally reſpe&s the Impreſſions of Wrath 
made upon his inward Man. Had the Cup he fear'd 
been only Death, with the bitter Ingredients of 
diſhonour and pain, many have drank it with more 
appearing reſolution. The Martyrs endured more 
cruel Torments without complaint ; nay, in their 
ſharpeſt Conflits have expreſt a triumphant Joy. 
Whereas our Redeemer was under all the innocent 
degrees of fear and ſorrow at the approach of his 
Sufferings. From whence was the difference ? 
Had Chriſt leſs Courage? He was the Fountain of 
their Fortitude : The difference was not in the dif- 
poſition of the Patients, but in the nature of the 
Sutferings. He endured that which is infinitely 
more terrible than all outward Forments. The 
Light of Joy that always ſhined in his Soul, a 
{weect Image of Heaven, was then totally eclips'd; 
God, the Fountain of Compaſſion, reftrain'd him- 
ſelf ; his Father appear'd a ſevere inexoreble Judge, 
and dealt with bim not as his Son, but our Surety. 
Under all the Cruelties exercis'd by Men, the Lamb 
of God open'd not his Moath ; bat when the 
Fathet of cries, and the God of all Corfelation, for- 
| R fook 
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ſook him, then he broke forth ihto a mournful Com- 
plaint. Now by this account of Chriſt's Sufferings 
from Scripture, *tis evident, they were truly penal; 
for they were inflicted for Sin, by the Supreme 
Judge, and were equivalent to the Sentence of the 
Law. And the benefit we receive upon their ac- 
count, proves that they are SatisfaQion to Divine 
Juſtice, for we are exempted from Puniſhment, by 
his Snbmiſſion to it. He freed us from the Curſe of 
the Law, being made a Curſe for us, Gal. 3.13. The 
Chaſtiſement of our Peace was upon him, by whoſe ſtripes 
we are healed, Iſa. 53. 5 So that his Death being the 
Meritorious Cauſe of freeing.the Guilty, is properly 
SatisfaFtion. * 


Before I proceed to the ſecond Conſideration of 
Chriſts Death, I will briefly anſwer the Objecion of 
the Socinjans, viz. That tis a Violation of Juſtice to 
transfer the Puniſhment from one to another, ſo 
that the Righteons God could not puniſh his inno- 
cent Son for our Sins. Now to ſhew the invalidity 
of this Pretence, we muſt conſider ; 

rt. That Juſtice is not an irregular appetite of 
Vengeance ariſing from Hatred that cannot be fatiſ- 
fied but with the Deſtruction of the Guilty. It 
preſerves Right with pure Aﬀections, and tis content 
when the Injury is repair'd, frem whomſoever Sa- 
tisfacion comes. 

2. Though an innocent Perſon can't ſuffer as in- 
nocent. without Injuſtice, yet he may voluntarily 
contrat an Obligation, which will expoſe him to 
deſerved Sufferings. The Wiſdom and Juſtice of 
all Nations agree in puniſhing one for anothers 
Fault, where conſent is preceeding, as in the caſe 
of Hoſtzsges. And although it's Eſſential to the Na- 
ture of Puni:hmeat to be inflted for Sin, yet not 
on 
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on the Perſon of the Sinner : For in Conſpettu fort, 
the Sinner and Surety are one. 

3. That exchange is nor allowed in Criminal 
Cauſes where the Gnilty ought to ſuffer in Perſon, 
"tis not from any Injuſtice in the Nature of the 
thing, for then it would not be allowed in Civil z 
but there are ſpecial Reaſons why an Innocent Per- 
ſon is not ordinarily admitted to ſuffer for an Of- 
fender. | 

1. No Man hath abſolute Power over his own 
Life. *Tis a depoſitum conſign'd to him for a time, 
and muſt be preſerv'd till God, or the Publick Good, 
calls for it. 

2. The Publick would ſuffer prejudice by the 
loſs of a good Subjet. Therefore. the Rule of the 
Law is juſt, Non auditur perire volens, The deſire 
of- one that devotes himſelf to ruin is not to be 
heard. And the guilty perſon who is ſpared might 
grow worſe by Impunity, and cauſe great diſor- 
ders by þis evil Example. But theſe Confjidera- 
tions are of no force in the caſe of our Saviour : 
For, 

1. He had full power to diſpoſe of his Life: 7 
have power to lay u down, and 1 have power to take it 
again: This Commandment have I received of my Fa- 
ther, John 10. 18, He declares his Power as God, 
that his Life intirely depended on his Will, to pre- 
ſerve it, or part withit:- And his ſubjeQtion as Me- 
diator to the order of his Father, 

2. Our Saviour could not finally periſh. Twas 
not poſſible he - ſhould be held under the Power of 
Deatb, As 2 24, Otherwiſe it had been againſt 
the Laws of Reaſon, that the precious ſhould for 
ever ſuffer for the Vile. Better ten thouſand 
Worlds had been loſt, than that the Holy One of 
God ſhould periſh, He ſaved us through his Suffer- 
R 2 ings, 
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ings, though as by Firez and had a glorious Re- 
ward in the iſſue. 

3. There is an infinite Good redounds from his 
Snftcrings : For Sinners are exempted from Death, 
and the preſervation of the Guilty is for the Glory 
of Goa's Government : For thoſe who are re- 
deemed by his Death, are renewed by his Spirit. 
He covers their Sins, that he may cure them. He 
is made Righteouſneſs and Santtification to his People, 
1 Cor. 1. 30. The ſerious belief that Chriſt by dy- 
ing hath refcned us from Hell, produces a ſuperla- 
tive Love to Him, and ingenuous and grateful fear 
leſt we ſhould offend Him, an ambition to pleaſe 
Him in all things. Briefly, Univerſal Obedience to 
his W1l}, as its moſt natural and neceſſary Effe&. 
So that in Jaying the puniſhment on Chriſt, under 
which Mankind muſt have ſunk for ever, there is 
Huthng avainit Juſtice: 

2. The Death of Chriſt is the Price which re- 
GECMNE® us from our woful Captivity. Mankind was 
fallen under the Dominion of Satan and Death, and 
could not obtain freedom by eſcape, or meer power. 
For by the order of Divine Juſtice we were de- 
tained Priſoners : So that till God the Supreme 
Judge is ſatisfied, there can be no diſcharge. Now 
the Lord Chriſt hath procured oor deliverance by 
his Death, according to the Teſtimony of the A- 
poſtle, Col. 1. 14. We have Redemption through his 
Blood, even the forgiveneſs of Sins. Nis Blood ts 
congruouſly called a Price, becauſe in conſideration 
of it our Freedom is purchaſed. He 1s our Re- 
deemer by Ranſom ; He gave himſelf a Ranſom for 
all; 1 Tim. 2.6. and that fignifies the Price paid 
for the freeing of a Captive. The word uſed by 
the Apoitle, #:3/a7-:y, hath a ſpecial Emphaſis, it 
ſignifies an exchange of conditions with us, the re- 
deeming 
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deeming us from Death, by dying for us. As the 
arniuvz;, who devoted themſelves to Death, for 
the reſcuing of others. Our Saviour told his Diſci- 
ples,that the Son of Man came to give his Live a Ran- 
ſom for many : * avi ſignifies a commutation or ex- 
change, with reſpect of Things or Perſons : Thus we 
are commanded to render to none Evil for Evil Þ : 
And if a Son ask of his Father a Fiſl!, will be give him a 
Serpent for a Fiſb? When 'tis uſed in reſpect cf Per- 
ſons, it 1mpures a ſubſtitution in anothers place. Ar- 
chelaus reigned inſtead of his Father Herod || : and Pe» 
ter paid Tribute for Chriſt, that is, repreſenting 
Him. The effe& therefore of our Saviour's words, 
that He gave his Life a Ranſom for many, is evident- 
ly this, that hedy'd in their ſtead ; and his iLife as 
a Price intervened to obtain their Redemption, 
'Tis for this Reaſon the Glorificd Saints ſung an 
Hymn of Praiſe to the Divine Lamb, ſaying, Thou 
art wothy, for thou waſt ſlain, and haſt reacemed us. 
to God by thy Blood, Rev. 5. 9g. The ſingular and 


bleſſed Effe&t of Chriſt's Death , diſtingaithes it 


from the Death of the moſt excellent Martyrs. If 
he had died only for the Confirmation of the Go- 
ſpel, or to exhibit to us a Pattern of Suffering Gra- 
ces, what were there peculiar and extraordinary in 
his Death? How can it be ſaid that he was cruci- 
fied for usalone? For the Martyrs ſealed the Truth 
with their Blood, (1 Cor. 1. 13.) and left admira- 
ble Examples of Love to God, of Zeal for his Glo- 
ry, of Patience under Torments, and of Compaſ- 
ton to their Perſecutors: Yet it were intolerable 
Blaſphemy to ſay that they redeem'd us by their 

R 3 Death. 
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Death. And "is obſervable, when the Death of 
Ctriſt is propounded in Scripture as a Pattern of 
Patience, 'tis with a ſpecial Circumſtance that di- 
ſtinguiſhes it from all others. Chriſt ſuffered for w, 
leaving us an Example that we ſhould follow his ſteps : 
Who his own ſelf bare our Sins in his own Body on the 
Tree ;, by whoſe ſtripes ye were healed, 1 Pet. 2. 19, 
24+ The truth 15, if the ſole end of Chriſt's 
Death were to induce Men to believe his Promiſes, 
and to imitate his Graces, there had been no ſuch 
neceſſity of it: For the Miracles he did, had been 
ſufficient to confirm the Goſpel, yet Remiſſion of 
Sins is never attributed to them : And the Miſeries 
_he ſuffercd during the courſe of his Life, had been 
ſufficient to inſtruct us how to behave our ſelves un- 
der Indignities and Per ſecutions : And at the laſt he 
might have given as full a Teſtimony to the Truth 
of his Doctrine, by his deſcent from the Croſs, as 
by dying for us. But no lower price than his 
Blood could make Compenſation to the Law, and 
Satisfattion to God 3 and to deny this, 1s to rob 
him of the Glory of his Death, and to deſtroy all 
our Comfort. 

Tis objeged by thoſe who nullify the Myſtery of 
the Croſs of the Lerd i-fas; How conld God receive 
this Price, ſince he gave up his Son to that Death 
which redeems us? And how can our Redeemer, 
ſappoſing bim God, mzke ſitisfation to himſelf ? 
To this I anſwer, | 

1. The infititc Goodneſs of God in giving our 
Redecmer, doth not deveſt him of the Office of 
Supreme Judge, nor prejudice his examining of the 
Cauſe accor:!ing to his Soveraign Juriſdiction, 
and his receiving a Ranſom to preſerve the Rights 
of Juſtice inviolable. There is an eminent [n- 
ance of this in Zaleneus, the Prince of the Lvcrt- 
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41:5; who paſt a Law that Adulterers ſhould loſe 
both their Eyes: And when his Son was convicted 
of that Crime, the People who reſpected him for 
his excellent Vertues, out of pity to him, inter- 
ceded for the Offender. Zaleucus (Vid. eAlian 
Vir. Hiſtor. l. 13. c. 24.) in a Confli& between Zeal 
for Juſtice, and Aﬀettion to his Son, took but oe 
Eye from him, and parted with one of his own to 
ſatisfy the Law. [And thus he paid and received 
the Puniſhment : He paid it as a Father, and re- 
ceived it as the Conſervator of publick Juſtice, 
Thus when guilty Mankind in its Poverty could not 
pay the Forfeiture to the Law, God the Father of 
Mercies was pleaſed to pive it from the 'Treafures 
of his Love ; that is, the Blood of his Son for our 
Ranſom. And this he receives from the Hand of 
Chriſt, offer'd upon the Croſs, as the Supreme 
Judge, and declares it fully valuable, and the Rights 
of Jultice to be truly performed. | 
2. It is not inconſiſtent with Reaſon, that the 
Son of God cloathed with our Nature , ſhould by 
his Death make Satisfaction to the Deity, and 
therefore to himſelf. In the according of two 
Parties, a Perſon that belongs to one of them, 
may interpoſe for Reconciliation, provided that he 
deveſts his own Intereſt, and leaves it with the Pars 
ty from whom he comes. Thus when the Senate 
of Rome, and the People were in diſſenhion, one of 
the Senators truſted his own Concernment with the 


Council, of which he was a Member, and medid-. 


ted between the Parties to reconcile them, { Mere- 
mim Agrippa, Liv. 1. 2. ) Thus when the Father and 
the Son both poſleſt of the Imperial Power, have 
been offended by Rebellious SubjeRs, *tis not in- 
convenient that the Son interpoſe as 2 Mediator, to 
reſtore them to the Favour of the Prigce. And by 

R 4 this 
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this he reconciles them to himſelf,and procures them 
Pardon of an Offence, by which his own Majeſty 
was violated. This he doth as Mediator, not as a 
Party concern'd. Now this is a fit Illuſtration of 
the Great Work of our Redemption, ſo far as Hu- 
mane Things can repreſent Divine. For all the Per. 
ſons of the Glorious Trinity were equally provok'd 
by our Sin; and to obtain our Pardon, the Son with 
the conſent of the Father, depolits his Intereſt in- 
to his Hinds, end as a Mediator intervenes between 
us and him, who In this Tranſattion is the Depolt- 
tary of the Rights of Heaven, and having perfor- 
med what Jnſtice required, he reconciled the World 
to God, that is, to the Father, Himſelf and the 
Eternal Spirit. inthis Cauſe his Perſon is the ſame, 
but his Quality is different : He made Satisfation as 
Mediator, and receiv'd itas God. ?Tis in this ſenſe 
that the Apoſtle ſaith, 1 Joh. 2, 2. We have an Ade 
vocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous : Not 
to exclude the other Perſons, bnt in regard the Fa- 
ther as the Firſ# Perſon is the Protector of ſuſtice, 
our Mediator in appealing Him appeaſes the other 
allo. 

3. The Death of Chriſt is repreſented under the 
notion of a Sacrifice offer'd up to God. For the 
more ful] underſtanding of this, we muſt conſider 
that Sacrifices were of two kinds. 

1, Some were Euchariſical : They are called 
Peace-offerings, by which rhe Sacrificer acknow- 
ledged the Bounty of God, and his own unworthi- 
neſs, ard rendred Praiſe for a favour received, and 
defired the Divine Bleſſing. | 

2, Expiatory : The Sin-offcrings for the averting 
of God's wrath. The [nſtitution of them was up- 
on a dove Reaſon ; ons 
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7. That Man is a Sinner, and therefore obnoxi- 
ous to the juſt indignation and extreme Diſpleaſtre 
of the Holy and Righteous God. 2. That God 
was to be propitiited, that he might pardon them. 
Theſe Truths are engraven in the natural Conſct- 
ences of Men, as appears by the pretended Expi- 
ations of Sin among the Heathens: But are more 
clearly reveald in the Scriprzre, Under the Law, 
without the effuſion of Blood, there was no Remiſſion 
Heb. 9. 22. To ſignify, that God would not for- 
give Sin without the atonement of Juſtice, which 
required the Death of the Offender; bur it be- 
ing tempered with Mercy, accepted a Sacrifice in 
his ſtead. And that there was a Subftitntion of the 
Beaſt in the place of the guilty Offender, appears 
by the Law concerning Secrifices. 1. None were in- 
ſtitnred for Capital Offences, as Murder, Idolatry, 
Adultery, &c. becauſe the Sinner himſelf wes to be 
cut off: But for other $Sizs, which although in 
ſtritneſs they deſerved Death, yet God, who was 
the King of 1/rael, was pleaſed to remit the For- 
feiture, and to accept the the Life of the Sacrifice for 
the Life of the Sinner. 2. The guilty Perſon was 
to offer a clean Beaſt of his own; to ſignify the 
Surrogation of it in his ſtead, For in the relation 
of a Poſleſſor he had a Dominion over ir, to apply 
it to that uſe. 3. The Prieſt, or the Perſon that 
offer'd, was to lay his Hands on the Head of the 
Sacrifice, thereby Conſecrating it to God, and De- 
voting It in his ſtead to bear the puniſhment. For 
this reaſon "twas called a Siz, and a Curſe; Lev. 
17.11. 4 The Confeſlion of Sin by the People, 
or the Prieſt, as in the day of Atonement figni- 
fed that the guilt of all met on the Sacrifice for 
Exptation. $5. The Blood wasto be ſhed wherein 
the viral Spirits are, an expreſs repreſentation 
: 'WHar 
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what the Sianer deſerved: And that it was accep- 

ted for his Life. . 6. Laſtly, The deprecating of 
God's Anger was joined with the Sacrifice. As 
when a Man was ſlain, and the Murderer was not 
found ; the Elders of the City next to the dead 
Body, were to kill an Heifer in a Vally, and to pray, 
that innocent Blood might not be laid to their 
Charge: Otherwiſe the Land could not ve cleanſed 
from the Guilt of Blood, but by the Blood of the 
Murtherer, 

2. The Efets of theſe Sacrifices declare their 
Nature (k): And they are anſwerable to their three- 
fold reſpe&, to God, to Sin, to Man. To God, 
that his Anger nitght be appeaſed z to Sin, that the 
Fault might be expiated ; to Man, that the guilty 
Perſon might obtain Pardon, and Freedom from Pu- 
niſhment. Thus when a Sacrifice was duly offered, 
*tis ſaid to beof a ſmeer Savour unto the Lord, and 
to atone him, Lev. r. 17. and the Remiſlion of Sins, 
with the Releaſe of the Sinner followed ? The Prieſt 
fall expiate it, that 1s, declaratively, and it ſhall be 
forgiven hm. Now there was a double Guilt contra- 
Qed by thoſe that were under the Adaſaica! Diſpen- 
ſation. A 

1. Typical, from the Breach of a Ceremonial Con- 
ſtitution, which had no relation to Moraliry. Such 
were natural Pollutions, accidental Diſeaſes, the 
touching of a dead Body, &c. which were eſteemed 
vicious according ta the Law, and the Defiled were 
excluded from Sacred and Civil Society. Now theſe 
Impurities conſidered in themſelves, deſerved no Pu- 
niſhment, For involuntary and inevitable Infirmi- 
| ties, 
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ties, and corporeal things, which do not infe& the 
inward Man, are the Marks of our abje& and weak 
State, but are not themſelves ſinful. Therefore 
Ceremonial Guilt was expliated by a Ceremonial Of- 
fering, For 'tis according to the nature of things, 
that Obligations ſhould be diſſolved by the ſame 


- means, by which they are contraſted. As therefore 


thoſe Pollutions were penal meerly by the poſitive 
Will of God; ſo (the Exerciſe of his Supreme 
Right being tempered with Wiſdom and Equity ) he 
ordained that the Guilt ſhould be aboliſh'd by a Sa- 
crifice, and that they ſhould he fully reſtored to 
their former Priviledges. Thus the Apoſtle tells us, 
Heb. 9. 13. that the Blood of thoſe Sacrifices ſan&- 
fies to the purifying the Fleſh, that is, communicated a 
legal Purity to the Offerers, and conſequently a 
right to approach the holy Place. Now the reaſon 
of theſe Inſtitutions was, that the /egal Impurity 
might repreſent the true Defilements of Sin, and 
the Expiatory Sacrifices prefigure that great and ad- 
mirable Oblation which fhonld purge away all Sin. 
2. A real Guilt which reſpe&s the Conſcience, 
and was contracted from the Breach of the Moral 
Law, and ſubjected the Offender to Death Temporal 
and Eternal. This could not be purged away by 
thoſe Sacrifices. For how is it poſfible the Blood 
of a Beaſt ſhould cleanſe the Soul of a Man, or con- 
tent the Juſtice of an offended God ? Nay on the 
contrary, they reviv'd the guilc of Sir, and reinfor- 
ced the rigour of the Law, and were a publick Pro- 
feſſion of the Miſery of Men: For this reaſon the 
Law is called the Aniftry of Death. As the Moral 
contained a Declaration of our Guilt, and God's 
right to puniſh, ſo all the parts of the Ceremonial 
were either Arguments and Convictions of Sin, or 
Images of the Puniſhment due for them. But as | 
AE op | they 
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they had a relation to Chriſt who was their Comple- 
ment, ſo they ſignified the Expiation of moral Guilr 
by his Sacrifice, and freed the Sinner from that rem- 
poral Death to which he was liable ; as a Repreſen- 
tative of our Freedom from eternal Death by the 
Blood of the Croſs. This will appear more clear- 
ly by conſidering, 1. That all kinds of placatory 
Sacrificesare referred to Chriſt in the New Teſtament, 
2. Thar all their Effects are attributed to him in a 
ſublimer and moſt perfe& manner. He is called a 
Lamb in the notion of a Sacrifice, The Lanb ſlain 
from the Foundation of the World, Rev. 13. 8. A 
Lamb was uſed in the Expiation of moral and legal 
Imparities, Lev.5.6. & 14. 12. He is called our 
Paſsover that was ſacrificed for us, 1 Cor. 5.7. The 
Paſchal Lamb in its firſ# Inſtitution had an expratory 
Efficacy, Exod. 12. 13. for God by looking on that 
Blood, averted the DiſtruQtion from the 1ſraelzres, 
which ſeized on the Egyptians. This was the reaſon 
of the Prohibition, thar none ſhould go out of the 
Houſe till the Morning, leſt they ſhould be ſtruck 
by the deſtroying Angel : Not but that the Angel 
could diſtinguiſh the /ſraclites from th: Egyprians a» 
broad, but 'twas typical, to ſhew their Security was 
In being under the guard of the Lamb's Blood, which 
was ſhed to ſpare theirs, Thus the Apoſtle Peter 
tells us, 1 Pct. 1. 19. We are redcemed by the Blood of 
the pure ana perfett Lamb, And he was repreſented 
by the rcd Heifer, whoſe Aſhes were the chief In- 
gredient in the Water of Purification. - For if the 
Blood of Balls and Goats, and the Ajhes of an Heifer 


ſprinkling the unclean, ſanttifieth to the purifying of the 


Fleſh, £10w much more ſhall the Blood of Cirift purge 
the Conſcience? Heb. g. 13,14. Eſpecially the Anzi- 
verſary Sacrifice, which was the Abridgment and 
Recapitulation of all the reſt, had an eminent re- 


ſpect 
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ſpe& to Chriſt : The whole Epiſtle to the Hebrews 
is tinured with this divine Dodrin. 

Secondly, The Effets of Chriſt's Death are inf- 
nitcly more excellent than thoſe that proceeded 
from Lewitical Sacrifices. The Law had a ſhadow of 
good things to come, Heb. 10. 1. But the real Vir- 
tue and Efficacy is only found in Chrift. 

1. The Averſion of God's Wrath is aſcribed to 
his Deathz according to the Words of the Apo- 
ſtle, Rom. 3. 25, 26. Whom God hath ſet forth to 
be a Propitiation throngh Faith in his Blood , to de- 
clare his Righteouſneſs for the Remiſſion of Sins that 
are paſt, through the forbearance of God, to declare, 
I ſay, at this rime his Righteouſneſs, that he might be 
juſt, and the Fuſtificr of him that believes in Jeſus. 
A Propitiation iaa542cv, the Title of the Mercy- 
ſeat, partly in regard it cover'd the Tables of the 
Law which were broke by us, to ſignife that by 
him Pardon 1s procur'd for us, and principally be- 
cauſe God was rendred propitious by the ſprink=- 
ling the Blood of the Sacrifice on it, and exhibi- 
ted: himſelf there, as on a Throne of Grace, fa- 
vourable ro his People. For this Reaſon he gives 
the name of the Figure to Chriſt, for he alone 
anſwers the Charge of the Law, and interpoſes 
between Juſtice and onr Guilt, and Þy his own 
Blood hath reconciled God to us. Now the de- 
ſign of God in this Appointment was to declare his 
Righteouſneſs 3 that is, thas glorious Attribute that 
inclines him to puniſh Sinners: For in the Legal 
Propitiations , although the guilt of Men was 
publickly declared in the Death of the Sacrifices, 
yet the Juſtice of God did not fully appear, ſince 
he accepted the Life of a Beaſt in Compenſation 
for the Life of a Man : But in the Death of Chriſt 

he hath given th> moſt clear Demonſtration - 
iS 
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his Juſtice, a ſufficient Example of his Hatred to 
Sin, condemning and puniſhing it in the Perſon 
of his beloved Son; that the whole World may 
acknowledge 'twas not from any Inadvertency, but 
meerly by the Diſpenſation of his Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs that he forbore ſo long. And by the 
Death of Chriſt he hath declared that Glorious 
Myſtery which no created Uuderſtanding could 
ever have conceived, that he is inflexibly juſt, and 
will not ſuffer Sin to paſs unpuniſh'd, and that he 
juſtifies thoſe who are guilty in themſelves, if by 
a purifying Faith they receive Chriſt for Pardon. 
The ſame Apoſtle tells us, that Chriſt hath giver 
himſelf for us, * an Offering and a Sacrifice to God 
for a ſweet ſmelling Sawour, Eph. 5. 2. He 1s qua- 
lified as a Prieſt, whoſe Office it was to preſent to 
God an Offering for appealing his Anger ; He gave 
bimſclf ; the Oblation that is added to his Death, 
gives the compleat Formality of a Sacrifice to It; 
for *tis the Prieſt gives being to the Sacrifice: And 
the effe& of it 1s, to -be a ſweet ſmelling ſavour 
to God, that is, to conciliate his Favour to us. 
The ſame Phraſe is applied to the Sin-Offering 
under the Law. We may obſerve that upon this 
account our Reconciliation to God is attributed to 
the Death of Chriſt, in diſtinction from his glo- 
rified Life : For if when we were Enemies we were ve- 
conciled to God by the Death of his Son, much more 
being reconciled, we ſhall be ſaved by his Life. And 
the ſame Apoſtle tells us, 2 Cor. 5. 19. that God 
was in Chriſt reconciling the World to himſelf, not 
imputing their Treſpaſſes unto them; we pray you there- 


fore 


* TI-97 0:09. 20912 an alluſion to the Peace-Offering and Sin-Offering 3 
for the truth of both is in the Death of Chriſt, which app: aſes God, 
and obtains the Bl: ſings that depend on bis Favour, 
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fore in Chriſt®s ſtead, be reconciled ro God, A double 
Reconciliation 1s mentioned, that of God to Mev, 
and of Men to God: The firſt is the ground of the 
Apoſtle's Exhortation, the latter the effe& of it. 
The firſt was obtained by the Death of Chriſt, who 
by Imputation had our Guilt transferred upon Him, 
and conſequently our Puniſhment ; and in conſide= 
ration of it, God who is Juſt and Holy, is willing 
to pardon penitent Believers. The latter is by the 
powerful working of the Spirit, who aſſures Men 
that are guilty, and therefore ſuſpicious and fearful 
of God's Anger, that he is moſt willing to pardon 
them upon their Repentance, ſince he hath in ſuch 
an admirable manner found out the means to ſitisfie 
his Juſtice. 

2. The true explation of Sin is the effe& cf 
Chriſt's Death. He 1s called the Lamb of God, 
that takes away the Sins of the World, 1 John 29. 
Now Sin may be taken away in two manners, 

Firſt, By removing its Guilt, and exempting the 
Perſon that commited it from Death; and when 
this is effe&ed, by enduring the Puniſhment that was 
due to Sin, ?tis properly Expiation. 

Secondly, By healing the corrupt Inclinations of - 
the Heart, from whence actual Sins proceed. ?*Tis 
true, our Reedemer takes away Sin in both theſe 
reſpets: He delivers from the Damnation and 
Dominion of it: For he is made of God our Righte- 
ouſneſs and Sandification , 1 Cor. 1. 30. Burt the 
firſt ſenſe is only convenient here : For "tis evident 
that the Lamb took away Sin, that is, the Guilt of 
it, by dying inſtead of the Sinner, and had no 


" effe& for the deſtroying the malignant Habits of 


Sin in the Perſon who offered it. And "tis more 
apparent, that this Divine Lamb hath tazen away 
the Guilt of our Sins, in that He bore them in his 
own 
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own Body onthe Tree, 1 Pet. 2.24. For the native 
force of the word jew ſignifies, not only to take 
away, but to carry and bear, which applied to 
Sin, is nothing elſe but to ſuffer the Penalcy of it. 
And *tis to be obſerved, when cleanſing, purify- 
ing, and waſhing are attributed to the Blood of 
Chriſt, they have an immediate reſpet to the 
Guilc of Sin, and declare its Efficacy to take off 
the Obligation to Puniſhment, Thus *tis ſaid 
{1 John 1. 7.) that His Blood cleanſeth from all Sin: 
and that it purgeth the Conſcience from dead Works 
Heb. 9g. 4. and that we are waſke from our Sins in his 
Blood; Rev. 1.6. The frequent Sprinklings and 
Parifications with Water under the Law, prcfi- 
gurcd our cleanſing from the deflements of Sin by 
the Grace of the Spirit.; but the ſhedding of the 
Blood of Sacrifices was to purge away Sins ſo far as 
they were made liable to a Curſe. | 
Thirdly, Our exemption from Puniſhment, and 
our reſtoration to Communion with God in Grace 
and Glory 1s the fruit of his expiating Sin, For this 
rcaſon the Blood of the Mediator ſpeaks better things 
tan that of Abel, Heb. 12. 24. For that cried for 
Revenge againſt the Murderer, but his procures 
Remiſſion to Believers. And as the jult deſert of 
Sin 1s Separation from the Preſence of God, who 
is the fountain of Felicity ; ſo when the Guilt 1s 
taken away, the Perſon is received into God's Fa- 
vour and Fellowſhip. A Repreſentation of this 
is ſet down in the 24th of Exodus, where we have 
deſcribed the manner of dedicating the Covenant 
between God and Jſracl by bloody Sacrifices: after 
Aofes had finiſh'd the Offering, and ſprinkled the 
Blood on the Altar and the People, the Elders of 
Tjrael who were forbid before to approach near to 
the Lord, were then inviied to come into his Pre- 
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ſ-nce, and in token of Reconciliation feaſted be- 
fore him. Thus the Eternal Covenant is eſta- 
bliſh'd by the Blood of the Mediator, and all the 
Benefits It contains, as Remiſſion of Sins, free= 
dom to draw near to the Throne of Grace, and 
the Enjoyment of God in Glory, are the fruits of 
his reconciling Sacrifice. 

The ſum of all is this; That as under the Law 
God was not appeaſed without ſhedding of Blood, 
nor Sin expiated without ſuffering the Puniſhment; 


{ nor the Sinner pardoned without the ſubſtitution 


of a Sacrifice z fo all theſe are eminently accom- 
pliſh'd in the Death of Chriſt, He reconciled God 
to us by his moit precious Blood, and expiated 
Sin by enduring the Curſe, and hath procured our 
Pardon by being made Sin for us, So that "tis 
moſt evident, - that the proper and direct end of 
the Death of Chriſt was, that God might. exerciſe 
his Mercy to the guilty Sinner in a way that 1s ho- 
nourable to his Juſtice. 

'Tis objected, That if God from infinite Mercy 
eave his Son to vs, then antecedently to the coming 
of Chriſt he had the higheſt Love for Mankind, 
and conſequently there was no need that Chriſt by 
his Death ſhould ſatisfie Juſtice, to reconcile him to 
vs. But a clear Anſwer may be given to this by 
conſidering, 


That Anger and Love are conſiſtent at the 
hon time, and may in ſeveral reſp:Cts be termi- 
nated on the ſame Subject. A Father reſents a 
double Aﬀection towards a rebellious Son 5 he 
loves him” as his Son, is angry with him 2s diſo- 
bedient, Thas in our laps'd State, God had Com- 
paſſion on us as his Creztures, and was angry with 
us as Sinners. As the injured Party he laid aſtde his 

I Anger, 
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Anger, but as the preſerver of Juſtice he required 
fatisfa&tion. 

2. We muſt diſtinguiſh between a love of Good- 
will and Compaſſion, and a love of Complacency, 
The firſt is that which moved God to ordain the 
means, that without prejudice to his other Per- 
fetions he might confer Pardon and all Spiritual 
Benefits upon us : The. other is that whereby he 
delights in us being reconciled to him , and re- 
newed according to his Image. The firſt ſup- 
Poſes him placable, the latter that he is appeaſed. 
There is a viſible inſtance of this in the caſe of 
Job's Friends. The Lord ſaid to Eliphaz the Te- 
manite, (Job 42. 7, 8.) My Anger 1s kindled againſt 
thee, and thy two Friends ;, becauſe ye have not ſpoken 
of me the things that are right, as my Servant Job. 
Here is a Declaration of God's Anger, yet with 
the mixture of Love : For it follows, therefore 
rake unto you now ſeven Bullocks, and ſeven Rams, 
and go to my Servant Job, and offer up for yeur ſelves 
a Burnt »ffering, and my Servant Job ſhall pray for 
you, for him will I accepe. He loved them when he 


dire&cd the way that they might be reſtored to - 


his Favour; yet he was not reconciled, for then 
there had been no need of Sacrifices to attone his 
Anger. 

2. 'Tis further objected, That ſuppoſing the Sa- 
tisfaCtion of Chriſt ro Juſtice , both the freeneſs 
and greatneſs of God's Love in pardoning Sin- 
ners, will be mnch leſſend. But it will appear 
that the Divine Mercy is not prejudiced in either of 
thoſe reſpects, 

Firſt, The Freencſs of God's Love is not di- 
miniſhed , for that is the original Mover in our 
Salvation, and hath no cauſe above ir, to excite 
or draw it forth, but meerly ariſes from his ag 

; ; WI R 


in Centriving Man's Redemption. 259 
Will. This Love is fo abſolnte, that it hath no 
reſpe& to the Sufferings of Chriſt as Mediator : 
for God ſo loved the World, that he gave his Son 
to die for us ;, Rom. 9.18. And that which 1s the 
Effet and Teſtimony of his Love, cannot be the 
impulſive Cauſe of it. This firſt Love of God 
to Man is commended to us in Chriſt, who 1s 
the Medium to bring it honourably abour. 
Sccondly, Grace in Scripture is never oppoſed 
to ChriſP's Merits, but to ours. If we had made 
Satisfaction, Juſtice it ſelf had abſolved ns. For 
the Law having two parts, the Command of our 
Duty which conſiſts in a moral Good, and the 
Sanction of the Puniſhment that is a Phyſical Evil ; 
to do, or to ſuffer is neceſſary, not both: Or, if 
we had provided a Surety, ſuch as the Judge could 
not reject, we had been infinitely obliged to him, 
but nox to the favour of the Judge, Bur *tis other- 
wife here, God ſent the Reconciler when we were 
Enemics, and the Pardon that is diſpens'd to us 
upon the account of his Suſferings, is the Effet of 


meer Mercy. We are juſtificd freety by bis Grace, 


through the Redemptioa that is in Jfus Chriſt (1). 
'Tis pure Love that appointed and accepted, that 
Imputes and applies his Righteouſneſs to us. 

And as the Freeneſs, fo the Riches of his Mercy 
5 not leſſened by the Satisfaction Chriſt mace for 
us. *Tis true we have a pattern of God's Jiitice, 
never to be parallci'd, in the Death of Chriſt : But 
to the Severity of Juſtice rowards his only be- 
loved Son, his Clemency towards us gvilty Re- 
bels is fully commenſurate. For he p:rdons us 

S 2 witnouTg 


SY 


(1) T5 y25/7eaw nuUP PUgrat cum ea {artstactione, qUE ls 
A - Re, - ca} IRON - : _ NO 4 ” . CIT” I 

here EM CUM pi fT-r TENU: 11271, & ac qJuain 15 GU benefits 

co fur ur 1h} pie contallr, 910th LITUTIgGUe ELGioIt IN 


. © y * 
( WAP) v33's 5 df: IE a0 430 #8 
hs ++! 13 & T2 FR. 268 4 'ECrr V3? w '& 


260 The Harmony of the Otvine Attributes 

without the expence of one drop of our Blood, 
thonyh the Soul of Chriſt was poured forth as _an 
Off-ring for Sin. Nay, hereby the Divine Clemen- 
cy is more commended, than by an abſclute for- 
givencis of Sin, without reſpect to ſatisfaCtion, 
For the Honour of God being concern'd in the pu- 
niſhmeat of Sin, that Man might not continue un- 
der a 24 Oblipation to it, he was pleaſed, by the 
aſtoniſhing wonder of his Son's Death, to vindicate 
his Glory, that repenting Believers may be juſtified 
before him. Thus in an admirable manner he fa- 
tisfies Juſtice, and_cexalts Mercy : And this could 
have been no other way effeted ; for if he had by 
meer Sovercignty diſſolved our Guilt, and by his 
Spirit renewed his Image in us, his Love had emi- 
nently appear*d, but his Juſtice had not been glo- 
rifed. But in our Redemption they are both in- 
finicely magnified ; His Love could give no more 
thn the Life of his Son, and Juſtice required no 
leſs: For Death being hey Wages of Sin, there 
could be no fatisfation without the Death of our 
Redeemer. 
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The Compleatneſs of Chriſt's Satisfattion proved from 
the Cauſes and Effefts of it. The Cauſes are the 
Ouality of his Perſon, and Degrees of his Sufferings. 


The Eileats are his Reſurrection, Ajcenſion, Inter- . 
cefſion at God's right Hand, and his exe: ciſing "the Su- \ ; 
pre-ne Power in Heaven and Earth, "The excellent 
Bemfits which God reconciled ew on Men, are 


the Fffeits and Fruidences of bis compleat Satisfa- 
— They are Pardon of Sin, Grace, and Glo- 
ry. 7hat Repentance ard Falth are require, 1 
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order to the partaking of the Bentfus purchaſed ly 
Chriſt's Death, doth not Iifftn the Merit of his Snf- 
tcrings. That Afſiitions and Death are irflifted on 
Believers, doth not derogate from their all- ſuffi 
CICHCY. 


HE Third Thing to be conſidered, is the Com- 
AK pleatneſs of the Satisfaction that Chriſt hath 
made, .by which it will appcar that. God's Juſtice as 
weil as Mercy is fully glorified in his Sufferings, 
For the proof of this I will, 

Fir, Cnnſider the Canſes from whence the com- 
pleatneſs of his Satisfaction ariſes. 

Sceond'y, The Effects that proceed from it, which 
are convincing Evidences that God is fully appeas'd. 
The:Cauſes of his compleat Satisfaction are rwo. 

1, The Quality of his Perſon derives an infinite 
value to his obedient Sufferings. Ovr Snrcty was C- 
qually God, and as truly infinite in his Pertetions 
as the Farther, who was provoked by our Sins, there- 
fore he was able to make SatisfiCtion for them, He 
is the Son of God not meerly in vertue of his Of- 
fice, or the ſpecial Favour of God, for on ſuch ac- 
counts that Title is communicated to others ; but his 
only Son by Nature. The ſole Pre-eminence in Gifts 
and Dignity would give him the Title of rhe first 
born, but not deprive them of the quaiity of Bre- 
thren, Now the Wiſdom and Juftice cf all Natt- 
ons agree, that Puniſhmenrs reccive their eitimate 
from the quality of tie Perſons that ſuiter, The 
Put obſerves, 


Pltris enim Dccil, quam 9:1 ſervatur ab lits, Juven. 
That the Death of a Vertvons Perſon is more pre- 


cious than of Le-zions, Of what incitimudle value 
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then is the Death of Chriſt, and how worthy a 
Ranſom for loſt Mankind. For although the Deity 
is impaſlible, yet he that was a divine Perſon ſuf- 
fered. A King ſuffers more than a private Perſon, 
although the ſtrokes directly inflicted on his Body, 
cannot immediately reach his Honour. And ?rtis 
ſpecially to be obſerved, thac the Efficacy of Chriſt's 
Blood is aſcribed to his divine Natme : This the 
Apoſtle declares, Col. 1. 14. 12 whom we have Re- 
demption throurh his Blood, even the fororveneſs of 
Sins, who is the Image of the mvifivle God : Not an 
artificial [maze which imperfectly repreſents the 
Original ; As ph Ore that ſets forth the Colour 
and Figure of a Man, but not his Life and Nature : 
But the eſſential ind exa@t Image of his Father, that 
expreſſes all his glorions Perfettions in their Im- 
menfity and Eternity. This 15 teſtified expreſlly in 
Heb. 1. 3. Tie Son of God, the Brighrneſs of his 
Glory, and the expreſs [mage of bis Perſon . avmng 
purged by himſelf our Sins, z5 ſet down on the right 
Hind of the Majejſiy ow High, From hence ariſes 
the infinite diffcreace between the Sacrifices of the 
Law, and Chritft's, in their Value and Vertue, This 
with 2dmirable Emphaſis is fet down ia Heb. g. 13, 
14. For if the Blood of Bulls and of Goats, and the 
A;jes of an Heifer ſpringling the Unclein, ſanfthifieth 
to the pry! IcAtIOn of the Fug 1 ; How much more ſhall 
the Flog! of C Grit, who through the Eternal Spirit 
offer! bim'c:\” 5 hout ſp t t0 God, purge your Con- 
ſciences from a Viarks to ferve the Livins God? 
Wherein r1e An:{tle makes a double Hypotbeſis 3 
That the Liga: eacrifices were inzfreftual to pu- 
rify from rel {nilt. 2. That by their Typicd 
Cleaning, they: (1901 ied tie wa' ning 7 AWay Or moral 
Guilt Dy £ i plood of Chriit, 
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1. Their inſufficiency to expiate Sin, appears, if 
we conlider the Subject. Sin 1s to be expiated in 


the ſame nature wherein 'twas committed. Now the 


caſts are of an inferiour rank, and have no com- 
munion with Man in his Nature: Or, if we conſider 
the Object, God was provoked by Sin, and he is a 
Spirit, and not to be appeaſed by groſs material 
things : His Wiſdom requires that a rational Sacri- 
fice ſhould expiate the guilt of a ratioval Creature : 
And Juſtice 1s not fatisfied without a proportion 
berween the Guilt and the Puniſhment. This weak- 
neſs and inſufhciency of the Legal Sacrifices to ex- 
piate Sin, is evident from their variety and repe- 


| tition: For if full Remiſſion had been obtzined, 


the Worſhipers once purged, ſhould have had vo more 
conſcience of Sin, Heb. 10. 2. ?Tis the ſence of Guiir, 


.and the fear of Condemnation that required the 
"renewing of the Sacrifice. Now under the Law, 


the Miniſtry of the Prieſts never came to a period 
or perfection. The Millions of Sacrifices in all A- 
zes from the ercting the Tabernacle to the coming 
of Chriſt, had not virtue to expiate one Sin. 
They were only Shadows which could give no re- 
freſhment to the inflamed Conſcience, but as they 
depended on Chriſt, the Body and Subſtance of 
them. But the Son of God, who ovffcred himſelf up 
by the Eternal Spirit to the Father, is a Sacrifice not 
only intelligent and reaſonable, but incomparably 
more precious than the moſt noble Creatures in 
Earth, or in Heaven it ſelf. He was Prieſt and Sa- 
crifice in reſp2& of both His Natures; His entire 


- Perſon was the Offerer and Offering : Therefore . 


the Apoſtle from the excellency of his Sacrifice, in- 
fers the unity of its Oblation, and from thence 
concludes its Efficacy. Chriſt aid not by the Blood of 
Bulls and Goats, but by bis own Blood He entred in once 
| 9 4 g1rg 
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3nto the Holy Place, having obtained eternal Redemption 
for us : Aid by one Offering He hath for ever perfelted 
them who are ſanfiifi:d, Heb. 10. 14. Upon this ac- © 
count God promiſed in the New- Covenant, that 
their Sins and Iniquities He would remember no more, 
having received compleat fatisfation by the Suffer- 
ings of his Son. *'Tis now ſaid that once in the end 
of the World hath he appeared, to put away $17 by the 
Sacrifice of bimſelf. And as it 1s appointed jor all Men 
once to die, ard after Death comes Judsment : So 
Chriſt was once offered to bear the Sins of many, and 
unto them that look for him ſhall he appear the ſecond 
time without ſin, Beb. g. 26, 27, 28. As there 15 no 
other natural Death ro fuficr berween Death and . 
Judgment, ſo there is no other propitiatory. Sacri- 
fice between his All-ſufticient Death on the Croſs, 
and the laſt coming of our Redcemer. 

There is one Conſideration I ſhall add, to ſhew 
the great difference between Legal Sacrifices, and 
The Death of Chriſt, as to its ſaving Virtue. The 
Law abſolutely forbids the eating of Elood, and 
the Peoples taſting of the Sin-offerings 5 to ſtgnify 
the imperfeQtion of thoſe Sacrifices. For fince they 
were conſumed in their Conſecr:tion to God's Ju- 
ſice, and nothing was left for the rouriſhment of 
the Offerers ; 'twas a ſizn they could not appeaſe 
God. The Offerers had communion with them 
when they brought them to ihe Altar, and in a 
manner derived their Guilt to them, but they had 
no virtue by them in coming from ir. The sinner 
conveyed Death to the Sacrifice, bur did not receive 
Life from it. © But Chriſt, the Lamb of God, was 
not ſwallowed up in his Offering to Divine Jultice : 
?Tis his peculiar Glory 1tat He hath compleatly 
made Satisfaction. We may feed npon the fleih of 
this precious Yi&im, and arink his Eiood, As Be 
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enter d into communion of Death with us, ſo we are 


partakers of Life by Him. 


2. The Compleatneſs of his Satisfaction is ground- 
cd on the degrees of his Sufferings. There was no 
defeft in the Paiment He made. We owed a debt 
of Blood to the Law, and his Life was offer'd up 
as a Sacrifice: Otherwiſe the Law had remained in 
its ful] vigour, and Juſtice had been unſatisfied. 
That a Divine Perſon hath ſuffered our Pauniſh- 
ment, is properly the reaſon of cur Redemption. 
As *tis nct the quality of the Surety that releaſes the 
Debtor from Priſon, but the paiment which he 


makes in his Name. The Blood of Chriſt ſhed, 


(Mar. 


25, 28.) poured forth from his Veins, and offered 
up to God, in that preciſe Conſideration, ratifies 
the New-Tefamcrt, The ſom is, Our Saviour by 
his Death ſuffer'd the Maledition of the Law, and 
his Divine Nature gave a full vaJue to his Sufferings, 
ſo that the ſatisfaction proceeding from-them, was 
not meerly cx pao, as Braſs Mony 1s currant by 
compoſition 3 but ex mcrito, as pure Gold hath an 
intrinfick Worth: And God who was infinitely 


provok'd, is infinitely pleaſed. 


2, The Eſtects and Evidences of his compleat 


SatisfaQtion are, 
Firſt, Bis ReſurreQion from the Grare. 


For if 


we conſider tne Lord Chriſt in the quality of our 
Surety, He ſatisfied the Law in his Death : And ha- 


ving made compleat paiment of onr Dehr, 
ceived the Acquittance in his Reſorrecqion. 


He re- 
His 


Death appeaſed God, His Reſurrection aſſures Men. 
As he roſe himſelf, ſo in one concurrent ation God 
is faid fo raiſe him, Rom. 6. 4 He was relcaſt from 
the Grave, as from Priſon, by pnblick Sentence, 
which is an indubitable Argnmen. of the validity 
and acceptance of the paiment made by him 


In our 
Name, 
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Name, For being under ſuch Bonds as the Juſtice and 
Power of God, he could never have looſed the Pains 
of Death, AQs 2. 24 it his Suiferings had not been 
fully Satisfactory, and received by him for our Diſ- 
charge. And 'tis obſervable, that the raiſing of 
Chriſt is aſcribed to God as reconciled ; Now the 
God of Peace, wio brought again from tir: Dead the 
great Shepherd of the Sheep, through te Blood of the 
evcrlaſting Covenant, Heb. 13. 20. The Divine 
Power was not put forth till God was pacified. Ju- 
ſtice incenſed, expoſed him to Death ; and Juſtice 
appeaſed, freed him from the Dead. And his Re- 
ſurre&ion is attributed to his Blood, that being the 
fall Price of his and our Liberty. In ſhort, when 
inflexible Jaitice ceaſes to punitih, there is the ſtron- 
zelt proof *us fatished. 
Secozdly, Fis Aſcent into Heaven, and Interceſ- 
ſion for us, p:ove the complcatneſs and all-ſufhci- 
cncy of his Sacrifice. If he had been excluded 
from the Divine Preſence, there had been juſt cauſe 
to ſuſpect that Anger had bcen Mil remaining in 
Gods Breaſt 5 bur His admiſion into Heaven 1s an 
infallible Teſtimony that God 1s reconciled. This 
our Saviour produces as the Argument by which 
the Boly Gh-ſt will overcome the guilty Fears of 
Men; He (hall convince the World of Kigh reonſneſs, 
becauſe I 70 t9 my Father, John 16, 10, Chriſt in 
his Suffering was number'd among Tranſgreſiors 
He died as a guilty Perſon, not only in reſpect of 
the Calumnies of Men, bur the Curſe of the Law, 
and the Wrath of Goa, which then appeared inex- 
orable againſt Sin, rm vt having overcome Death, 
_ broke through the weight of the Law, and re- 
ired to his Facher, he made apparent the In- 
— of his Rightcons Perſon, and that a 
compleat Rigincouſacts is acq red by his Suffer- 
INg5, 
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ings, ſufficient to juſtify all that ſhall truly accept of 
It, 

This will be more evident, by conſidering his En- 
try into Heaven as the true High Prieſt, who carri- 
ed the Blod of the new Covenant into the Celeſtial 
Sanctuary. For the opening this, we are to conlider 
there are two parts of the Prieſtly Office, 

1. To offer Sacrifice. 

2. To make interceſſion for the People by virtue 
of the Sacrifice, This was performed by the High 
Prieſt in the Feaſt of Atonement, which was cele- 
brated in the Month Tri, Lev. 16. 14z 15. The 
Oblation of the Sacrifices was without, at the Al- 
tar : The Interceſſion was made in the Holy of Ho- 
lies, into which none might enter but the High Prieſt 
once a year. And firſt he muſt expiate his own Sins, 
and the Sins of the People by Sacrifices, before he 
conld remove the Vail, and enter into that ſacred 
and venerable Place, where no Sinner had right to 
appear. Then he was to preſent the precious In- 
cenſe, (Hev. g. 4.) and the Blood of the Sacrtifices, 
to render God favourable to them. Now theſe were 
ſhadows of what Chriſt was to nerform. The Ho- 
ly of Holies was the Type of the third Heaven, in 
its Situation, Quality and Furniture. For it was 
the moſt ſecret part of the Tabernacle, ſeparated 
by a double Vail, by that which was between it and 
the firſt Sanftuary, and by another that diſtinguiſh'd 
the firſt from the outward Court. Thus the Heaven 
of Heavens is the moſt diſtant part of the Univerſe, 
and ſeparated from the lower World, by the Starry 
Heaven, and by the Airy Region, which reaches 
down to the Earth. Beſides, the moſt holy Part of 
the Tabernacle was inacceſſible to Sinners: As 
Heaven is ſtiled by the Apoitle the Place of #nacce/ſi- 
ble Light, And it was the Throne of God where he 
reigned : 
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reigned: According the Language of the Pſa]- 
miſt, He dwelt between the Cherubims, Pſal. 8o. 1. 
The Figures of the Chernbims repreſented the My- 
riads of Holy Angels, that adore the incomprehen- 
fible Deity , and are always ready to execute his 
Commands. The Tables of the Law were a Sym- 
bol of that infinite Wiſdom and Holineſs which or- 
dained them : Ani the High Prieſts entering with 
the Blood of the Gacrifice, and carrying with him 
all the Tribes of [ſ-azl upon his Breaſt, ſignified that 
Jeſus Chriſt the true High Prielt afcer he had really 
expiated Sin by his Divine Sacrifice in the lower 
World, ſhould enter into the eternal Sanctuary with 
his own Blood, and intreduce with him all his Peo- 
ple. Of this there was a marvellous Stgn given : 
For in the ſame moment that Chrilt expired, the 
Vail of the Temple that ſeparated the Oracle from 
the firſt part, was rent from the top ro the bottom; 
to ſignify that the true High Prielt had Authority 
and Right to enter into Heaven it ſelf. And the 
fpecial end of his aſcending is expreſt by the Apo- 
ftle, Heb. g. 24. For Chriſt is not emered into the Ho- 
ly Places made with Hands, which are the Figures of the 
true; but into Heaven it ſelf, now to appear in the Pre- 
fence of God for us, As the High Prieſt might not 
cnter into thar ſacred and terrible Place, nor could 
propitiate God without ſprinkling the Blood of the 
flain Sacrifice: So our Redeemer firſt performed 
What was neceſſary for the Explation of Sin, and 
then he paſt throng? the viſible Heavens, and aſcen- 
ded before the Fhrone of God to appear as our Ad- 
vocate, He made an O#lartion of Himſelf on the 
Earth before he couid make Interceſſion for us In Hea- 
ven, which is the coolanmacion of his Prieſtly Of- 
fice. Th: f # was a prop?! $1rince, the ſecond is 
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Beſides what hath been diſcoursd of the Order 
and Dependance of theſe parts of his Prieſtly Of- 
fice, which proves that he had accompliſh'd the Ex- 
piation of Sin, before he was admitred into Heaven 
t0 intercede for us ; there are exo other Conlidera- 
tions which manifeſt the compleatneſs of his Sarisfa- 
(10. 

1. The manner of his Interceſlion. 
2. Its omnipotent Efficacy. 

I. The manner of ir. - He doth not appear in the 
form of a Suppliant upon his Knees before the 
Throne, offering up Tears and ſtrong Cries as in 
the day of his Fleſh, but He ſits at God's right Hand 


making Interceſſion for us. + He follicits our Salvation, 


not as a pure Favour to him, but as the Price of his 
Sufferings, and as due to his infinite Merit. His 
Blood in the ſame manner pleads for our Pardon, as 
the Blood of righteous Abel call'd for Vengeance a- 
gainſt the Murderer : Not by an articulate Voice , 
but by ſuing to Juſtice for a full recompence of it. 
In ſhort, bis Interceſſion is the continual Repreſen- 
tation of his moſt worthy Paſſion. 

2. The omnipotent Efficacy of his Interccſſion 
proves that God is fully ſatisfied. He frees us from 
the greateſt Evils, and obtains for us the greateſt 
Good in quality of Mediator. If any 21an ſin, we 
have an Advocate with the Father Jeſus Chriſt the 
Rinhtcous ; and he ts the Propiriation for cur Sins, and 
not for ours only, but for the Sins of the whole World, 
1 Joh. 2. 2. Hedifarms the Anger of God, and hin- 
ders the EffeAts of his Indignation azainſt repenting 
Sinners. Now the Prevalency of his Mediation 1s 
grounded on the Periiction of his Sacrifice, The 
Bleſſedneſs of Acaven is conferr'd on Believers ac- 
cording to his Will, Father, [ will that thoſe whom 
thou haſt groen me, be with me where 1 am, to ſee my 

Glory, 
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Glory, John 17. 24. His Requeſt is effetual, not 
only becauſe he is God's Son, and in higheſt Favour 
with him, but for his meritorious Sufferings. 
"Tis for this reaſon that the Office of Mediator 
is incommunica'le to any Creature. There is one 
God, and one Mediator between God and Zan, the 
Man Chriſt Feſus, who gave himſelf a ranſom for all, 
: Tim. 2.5- The Apoſtle makes a Parallel between 
the Vniy of the Mediator, and of the Deity, which 
is moſt ſacred and inviolable. For the Right of In- 
terceſſion, as *tis an authoritative AR, is founded in 
Redemption ; they cannot be divided. And we 
may obſerve by the way, how the Popiſh Doftrin 
that erects as many Advocates, as Angels, or Saints, 
cr whoeverare Caroris'd, is guilty of Impiety and 
Folly : Of Impiety, in taking the Sovereign Crown 
from the Head of Chriſt to adorn others with it, as 
if they had more credit with God, or Compaſſion 
for Men : And of Folly, in expecting Benefits by 
their Interceſſion, who have no farisfactory Merit to 
purchaſe them. The numerous Advocates that are 
conceived by ſuperſtitious Perſons in their Fancies, 
are like the counterfeit Suns, that are drawn in the 
Clonds by Reflection as in a Glaſs (b): Which al- 
tough they ſhine witha conliderable Brightneſs, yer 
they are only Suns in appearance,and derive noquic- 
kening Tnfluerces tothe Earth. The bleſſed Spirits a- 
bove, *who enjoy a dependant Light from the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs,yet convey no Bencfits to Men by mite» 
71045 Interceding for them. We obtain Grace and Glo- 
ry only upon the requeſts of our Redeemer. Briefly, the 
Acts of his Prieſthood reſpect the Attributes, which 
in a ſpecial manner are to be glorified in our Saltrtion, 
By his Death he made Satisfaction to Juſtice, by his 
In- 
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Interceſſion he ſollicites Mercy for us; and they 
both join together with tlie ſame readineſs and 
warmth to diſpenſe the Benefits which he purchaſed 
tor his People. 

Thirdly, The compleatneſs of his SatisfaQtion is 
tully proved by the glorious Iſſue of his Sufferings. 
This will be moſt evident by conſidering the Con- 
nexion and Dependance which his Glory hath upon 
his Humiliation : And that is :wofold - 

1. A dependance of Order. His Abaſement and 
Sufterings were to precede his Majeſty and Power : 
as in Nature things paſs from a lower ſtate to Perfe- 
ion. This Order was nec:ſſary : For being origi- 
nally 2 the form of God, it was impoſſible he ſhould 
be advariced, if hz did not voluntarily deſcend from 
his Glory, that ſo he might be capable of Exaltati- 
on (0). He was firſt made a little lower than te Are 
gels, and after raiſed above them, 

2. A dependance of Efficacy. Glory 1s the Re- 
ward of his Suffering. This is exprefly declared 
by the Apoſtle; Chrift humbled himſelf, and became 
obeaient to the Death of the Croſs: Wherefore Ged hath 
Mcbly exalted him, and givin him a Name above every 
Name, that at the N.:me of Teſus every Knce ſhould bow 
the mark of that Homave that all Creatures pay to 
him. This Exaltation is correſpondent 10 the de- 
grees of his Abaſement. His Body was reſtored to 
Life and Immortality, and afcer.ded on a brighe 
Cloud. God's Charict being attended with Angels, 
and the everlaſting Gates opencd 19 receive the King of 
Glory, he is ſet down at the riot Hand of the Throne 
ef the Majeſty in Heaven, Hb 8. 1. this fignifies 
| that Divine Dignity to which he is advanced, next 
(C0) 
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to iis Father. For God being an infinite Spirit hath 
neither right nor left hand in itrict ſenſe. Our Re- 
deemets Honour 1s the ſame, and his Empire of the 
ſame extent with his Fathers. Thus the Apoſtle in- 
terprets the words of the Pſalmiſt, P/al. 110. 1. that 
the 1fjiab ſhorld fit at the right hand of God, till he 
made his Encmics his Footſtool, by reigning ; for he 
muſt i cign till be hath put all bis Enemies under his Feet, 
: Cor. 15. 25. 

And St. Peter tells us, That the Father hath made him 
Lord and Chriſt: Thatis, by a Sovercign Truſt hath 
committed to him the Government of the Church, 
and the World : Not deveſting himſelf of his eſlen- 
Lial Dominion, burt-exercifing it by Chrilt. The 
height of this Dignity is emphatically ſet forth by 
the Apoſtle, Eph. 1.21. The Father hath ſcated him 
at his own right hand in the Heavenly places, far above 
all Principalities, and Powers, and Might, and Domi- 
2i0n, (which Titles fignity the feveral degrees of 
Glory among the Angels) and every Name that 1s 
named not only in this World, but that which 15 to come : 
That is, hath given him a tranſcendent and incom- 
municable Glory ; the uſe of Names bcing to lignify 
the quality of Perſons. In ſhort, he is made the 
Head of the Church, and Judge of the World: An- 
gels and Men ſhail ſtand before the Tribunal, and re- 
ceive their Eternal-Deciſion from him. Now in this 
Occonomy of our Mediator, His Rumiliation was 
the cauſe of his Exaltation upon a double account : 

i. As the Death of Chriſt was an Expreſſion of 
ſach Humility, ſuch admirable Obedience to God, 
ſuch Divine Lovc to Men, thar it was perfealy plea- 
ſing to his Father, and his Power being equal to his 
Love, he infinitely rewardcd ir. 

2. The Death of Chriſt was for SatisiaRtion ta 
Juſtice, and when Þe had done that Work he was to 
enter 
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enter into reſt. Jr beboved Chriſt to. ſuffer, and to en- 
rer into.Glory, Luke 24. 26, *'Tis true, Divine Ho- 
nour was due to him upon another Title, as the Son 
of God: But the receiving of it was deferr'd by 
Diſpenſartion for a rime. Firſt he muſt redeem us, 
and then reign. The Scripture is very clear in re- 
ferring his aQtual poſſeſſion of Glory, as the juſt con- 
ſequent to his compleat Expiation of Sin, Heb. 1. 3. 
When by himſelf he had purged our Sins, he ſat down on 
the right hand of the Majeſty on high. And after he had 
made one Sacrifice for Sins, for ever ſat down on the right 
Hand of God, Heb. 10. 12. 

And not only the Will of the Father, but the Na- 
ture of the thing it ſelf required this way of pro- 
ceeding. For Jeſus Chriſt by voluntary ſuſception 
undertaking to fatisfie the Law for us, as he was ob- 
liged to ſuffer what was rtceſlary in order to our 
Redemption, ſo *twas reaſonable after Juſtice was 
farisfied, that the humane Nature ſhould be freed 
from its Infirmities, and the Glory of his Divine be 
ſo conſpicuous, that every Tongue (bold confeſs that 
Jeſus who was deſpiſed on Earth, is ſupreme Lord. 
The Apoſtle ſums up all together in that triumphant 
Challenge, Rom. 8. 34, 35 Who ſhall lay any thing to 
the charge of God's Ele? "Is God that juſtifies, who is 
he that condemneth ? ?*Tis ChriSt that died, yea rather is 
riſen again, who #s even at the right hand of God, who 
alſo maketh Interceſſion for us. 

3- The excellent Benefits which God reconciled 
beſtows upon us, are the effetts and evidences of 
the compleatneſs of Chriſt's Satisfaction: And 
theſe are pardon of Sin, Grace and Glory. The 
Apoſtle tells ns,(Heb.7.19.) that cheLam made nothing 
perfeft; Alll its Sacrifices and Ceremonies could nor 
explate the Guilt, nor cleanſe the ſtain of Sin, nor 
Open Heaven for us: Which three are requilite to 
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our Perfection. But Chriſt by one Offering hath perfefed 
for ever them that are ſanftified : Heb. 10. 14. By him 
we obtain full Juſtification, Renovation and Com- 
munion with God: Therefore his Sacrifice, the 


Meritorious Cauſe of procuring them, muſt be per- 
fect. | 


1. Our Juſtification is the Effet of his Death: 


For the Obligation of the Law is made void by it. 


God forgives us our Treſpaſſes, blotting out the Hands 


writing of Ordinances that was againſt us, and took it 
out of the way, nailing it to his Croſs; Col.- 2. 14, 
The terms are uſed, that are proper to the cancell- 
ing a Civil Bond. The killing Letter of the Law is 
aboliſh'd by the Blood of the Croſs, the Nails and 
the Spear have rent it in pieces; to ſignifie that its 
condemning Power is taken away. 

Now the infinite virtue of his Death in taking 
away the guilt of Sin will more fully appear, if we 
conſider : 

1. That it hath procnred Pardon for Sins com- 
mitted in all Ages of the World. Without the 
intervention of a Sacrifice, God would not par- 
don, and the moſt coſtly that were offered up by 
Sinners, were of no value to make Compenſation 
to Juſtice : But the Blood of Chriſt was the only 
Propitiation for Sins committed before his coming. 
The Apoſtle tells us, ( Heb. g. 25, 26.) He was n0t 
obliged to rffcr himſelf often, as the High- Prieſt entred 
znto the Holy Place every Tear with the Blood of others, 
but now once in the end of the World hath he ap- 
peared to put away Sin, by the Sacrifice of himſelf. 
The direc ſenſe of the Words 1s, that the virtue 
of his Sacrifice extended it ſelf to all times: For 
otherwiſe in regard Men have always needed Pro- 
pitiation, He muſt have ſuffered 'ofcen fince the 
Creation of the World, And if it be ask'd, how 
his 
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his Death had a ſaving Influence before He aQually 
ſuffered ? The Anſwer is clear : We muſt conſider 
the Death of Chriſt not as a Natural but Moral 
Cauſe : ?Tis not as a Medicine that heals, but as a 
Ranſom that frees a Captive. Natural Cauſes o- 


' perate nothing before their real Exiſtence 3 but 


"tis nct neceſſary that Moral Cauſes ſhould have an 
aual being: *Tis ſufficient that they ſhall be, and 
that the Perſon with whom they are effcctual, ac- 
cept the Promiſe. As a Captive is releaſt upon 
aſſurance given that he will ſend his Ranſom, tho? 
is not actually depoſited. Thus the Death of 
Chriſt was available to purchaſe Pardon for Be- 
lievers before his coming ; for he interpoſed as 
their Surety , and God, to whom all things are 
preſent, knew'the Accompliſhment of ir in the.ap- 
pointed time. He is therefore call'd the Lamb 
ſlain from the Foundation of the World, Rev. 13.8. not 
only in reſpe& of God's Decree, but his Efficacy. 
The Salvation we derive from Him, was ever in 
him. He appeared under the Empire of Auguſtms, 
and died under Tiberjzs, but he wasa Redeemer in all 
Ages, otherwiſe the Compariſon were not juſt, that 
as by Adam all die, ſo by Christ all are made alive, 

1 Cor. I5. 12. M 
'Tis true, under the Old Teſtament they had 
not a clear knowledge of him, yet they enjoyed the 
benefit of his unvalued Sufferings. - For the Me- 
dium by which the Benefirs our Redeemer pur- 
chaſed , are conveyed to Men, is not the exat 
knowledge of what he did and ſuffered, but fincere 
Faith in the Promiſe of God. Now the divine 
Revelation being the Rule and Meaſure of our 
Faith, ſuch a degree was ſufficient to Salvztion, as 
anſwered the general diſcovery of Grace. Be- 
lievers depended upon God's 2codneis ro pardon 
FN Them 
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them in ſact a way as was honourable to his Jy- 
ſtice. They had ſome general Knowledge that the 
Meſſiah ſhould come, and bring Salvation : Abra- 
bam rejoyced to ſee the day of Chrift : Moſes valued 
the Aflictions of Chrifh, more than the Treaſures of 
eg ypt. And Believers in general are deſcribed to 
be w.iters for the Conſolation of Iſrael, In ſhort, the 
Jewiſh and Chriſtian Church are eſſentially one; 
they differ no more than the Morning and Evening 
Star, which is the ſame, bur is diverſly called, from 
its appearance before the Sun-riling or after its 
ſetting : So our Faith reſpeRs a Saviour thar is paſt, 
theirs reſpected Him as to come. 

Beſides, The ſaving virtue of his Death as it 
reaches to all former, ſo to all ſucceeding Ages, 
He is the ſame, yeſterday, to day, and for ever, Heb. 13. 
8. not only in reſpe& of his Perſoz, but his Offce, 
The virtue of the Legal Sacrifices expired with 
the Offering: Upon a new Sin they were repeated. 
Their Imperfection is argued from their Repetition. 
But the precious Oblation of Chriſt hath an ever- 
laſting efficacy ro obtain full Pardon for Believers. 
His Blood is as powerful to propitiate God, as if 
it. were this day ſhed upon the Croſs. He is able to 
ſave to perpetuity all that ſhall addreſs to God by Him; 
ſince he ever lives to make Interceſſion, The Pardon 
that he once purchaſed, ſhall ever be applied to 
contrite Pelievers. The Covenant that was ſealed 
with his Blood is eternal, and the Mercies contained 
in it. 

2. The perfeQion of his Sacrifice is evident, by 
its expiating univerſally ' the Guilt of all Tranſ- 
greſlions. ?Tis true, Sins in their own nature are 
different; ſome have a Crimſon Guilt attending 
them, and accordingly Conſcience ſhould be affett- 
ef: But the Grace of the Goſpel makes no diffe- 
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rence. The Apoſtle tells us, That the Blood of 
Chriſt cleanſeth from all Sins : Whatever the kinds, 
cegrees and circumſtances are. As the Deluge 0- 
verflowed the higheſt Mountains, as well as the 
leaſt Hill z fo pardoning Mercy covers Sins of the 
firſt magnitude as well as the ſmalleſt. Under thz 
Law, one Sacrifice could expiate but one Offence, 
tho' but againſt a Carnal Commandment ;z but. this 
one waſhes away the Guilt of all Sins againſt the 
Moral Law. And in that Diſpenſation no Sacri+ 
fices were inſtituted for Idolatry, Adultery, Mur- 
der, and other Crimes z which were certainly pn- 
niſh'd with Death. But under the Goſpel, Sins of 
what quality ſoever, if repented of, are p11 doned, 
The Apoſtle having reckoned up Idolaters, Adulte- 
rers, and many other notorious Sinners thit ſha!! 
not inherit the Kingdom of Heaven, tells the C9:34- 
thians, (Tr Cor. 6. 11.) that ſuch were ſome of them ; 
but they were ſan{tificd, and juſtified in the Name of 
the Lord Jeſs Chri5F, ?Tis true, Thoſe who fin a- 
gainſt the Holy Ghoſt, are excepted from Parden : 
But the Reaſon is, becauſe the Death of Chriſt was 
not appointed for the Expiation of it : And there 
being no Sacrifice, there is no Satisfaction, ( Heb. 
10, 26.) and conſequently no Pardon. The Wiſ- 
dom and Juſtice of God requires this Severity a- 
gainſt them : For if he that deſpiſed Miſes Law died 
mithout Mercy, of how much ſorer Puniſhment ſhall be 
be thought worthy, who hath troden under foot the Son of 
God, and hath counted the blood of the Covenant where- 
with be was ſaittified an unholy thing, and bath done de- 
ſpite to the Spirit of Grace ? Heb. 10. 28, 29. that is, 
they renounce their Redeemer as if he were not the 
Son of God, and vertually conſent to the cruel *en- 
tence paſt againit him, as if he had blaſphemcd 
when he declared himſelf to be ſo, and thereby out- 
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ſin his Sufferings. How reaſonable is it they ſhould 
| be for ever deprived of the Benefits, who obſtinate- 
ly reje& the Means that purchaſed them ? 

2, The Death of Chriſt hath procured Grace for 
Men. We made a Forfeiture of our Original Ho- 
lineſs, and were righteouſly deprived of it. And 
till Divine Juſtice was appeaſed, all Influences of 
Grace were ſuſpended. Now the Death of Chriſt 
opened Heaven, and brought down the Spirit, who 
is the Principle of Renovation in us. The World lay 
in wickedneſs, 1 Joh. 2. 19 as a Carcaſe in the Grave, 
inſenſible of its horror and corruption. The holy 
Spirit hath inſpired it with a new Life, and by a 
marvellons Change hath cauſed Purity to ſucceed 
Pollution. | 

3. The receiving Believers into Heaven is a con- 
vincing proof of the All-ſufficiency of his Sacrifice. 
For Juſtice will not permit that Glory and Immor- 
tality, which are the Priviledpges of the Righteous, 
ſhould be given to guilty and defiled Creatures. 
Therefore our Saviour's firſt and greateſt Work was 
to remove the Bar that exclnded ns from the place 
of Felicity. Tis more difficult to juſtify a Sinner, 
than to glorifiea Saint. The goodneſs of God in- 
clines Him to beſtow Happineſs on thoſe who are 
not obnoxious to the Law ; but his Juſtice was to be 
atton'd by Sufferings. Now what ſtronger Argu- 
ment can there be, that God ts infinitely pleaſed 
with what his Son hath done and ſyffered for his 
People, than thetaking of them into his Preſence to 
ſee his Glory ? The Apoſtle ſets down this Order in 
rhe Work of our R:demption, Heb. 5. 9. That Chriſt 
being made perfe& by Sufferinss ; that is, having con- 
ſammated thar part of his Office which reſpected 
the Expiation of Sin, He became the Author of eter- 
nal Salvation to all that obey bim, To ſum vp all, = 
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obſervable, that the Scripture attributes to the 
Death of Chriſt, not only Satisfation, whereby we 
are redeemed from Puniſhment ; but ſuch a redun- 
dant Merit, as purchaſes for us Adoption, and all 
the glorious Prerogatives of the Children of God. 
Upon theſe accounts his Blood hath a double Effica- 
cy; Gal 3.4,5. As the Blood of the Covenant, it 
procured , our Peace; - Heb. 13. 20. as the Blood of 
the Teſtament, Luke 22. 20. it conveys ts us a Ti- 
tle to Heaven it ſelf ; according to that of St. Paul, 
Heb. 10 19. We have boldneſs to enter imto the HoljeSt 
by his Blood. 

I will remove :wo ſlender Prejudices againſt this 
Do&rin : 

1. That Repentance and Faith are required in or- 
der to the partaking of the precious Benefits which 
Chriſt bath purchaſed, doth not leſſen the Merit of 
his Death, and the compleatneſs of the Satisfaction 
made to God by it. For we muſt conſider : 

There is a great difference between the payment 
of that the Law requires by the Debtor, and the 
payment of that which was not in the original Ob- 
ligation by another in his ſtead. Upon the payment 
of the firſt, aQtual Freedom immediately follows. 
If a Debtor pays the Sum he ows, or a Criminal en- 
dures the Puniſhment of the Law, they are aQualiy 
diſcharged, and never liable to be ſued or ſuffer a- 
gain. But when the ſum that the Law requires Is 
not paid, hut ſomething elſe, by another ; the re- 
leaſe of the Guilty is ſuſpended upon thoſe Conditi- 
ons, which he that freely makes Satisfaction, and 
the Governour who by favour accepts it, are plea- 
ſed to appoint. Now *cis thus in the tranſaction of 
our Redemption : Chriſt laid down his Life for us, 
and this was not the very thing in {tric ſenſe that 


the Law required ; For according to the threatning, 
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the Soul that fins ſhall die the Delinquent in his own 
Perſon was to ſuffer the Penalty : And there was no 
neceſſity natural or moral that obliged God to ad- 
mit of his SatisfaQion for our Diſcharge, but in ri- 
gour of Juſtice he might'refaſe it. If the Law had 
expreſt that the Sinner or his Surety ſhould fuffer, 
there had been no need of a berter Covenant. But 
in this the Gface of God fo illuſtriouſly appears, that 
by his appointment the Punifhment of the Guilty 
was transferr'd to the Innocent, who voluntarily 
undertook for them. In this reſpect God'truly par- 
dons Sin, tho" he received intire Satisfaction z for he 
mizht in Tioht have refuſed it;: 

Now theſe things being ſuppoſed, althonph the 
Blood of Chriſt was a Price fo precious that it can 
only be valued by God that received it, and might 
worthily have redeemed 4 thouſand Worlds z yet the 
Effefts of it are to be diſpenſed according' to the e- 
ternal Covenant between the Father and the Son, 
and the tenour ofiit is revealed in the Goſpel, viz. 
that Repentance and Faith are the Condittons, upon 
which the obtaining Pardon of Sin; and all the Blef- 
ſings which are the confequents of it , depends : 


Thus Chriſt who makes SatisfaQtion, and God that 


accepts it, declare, The Commiſſion of the Apo- 
ſtles from his own Mouth, was, to preach Repentance 
and Remiſſion of Sins in bis Namie to all Nations, Luke 
24. 47. and he was exalted by God 10 be a Prince, and 


4 Saviour, for togive Repentarce to Iſrael, and Forgive- | 


eſs of Sin, As 5. 31, 

The eſtabliſhing of this Order is not a meer poli- 
tive Command, wherein the Will of the Law-giver 
Is the ſole Ground of our Duty ; but there is a ſpe- 
cial Congruity and Reaſon in the Nature of the 
thing it ſelf. *'For Chri{t hath ſatisfied Juſtice, that 
God may exerciſe pardoning Mercy in ſuch a man- 
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ner as is ſvitable to his other Perfetions; Now "tis 
contrary to his Wiſdom to diſpenſe the precious Be- 
nefits of his Son's Blood to impenitent Unbelievers; 
to give ſuch rich Pearls, and ſo dearly bonght, to 
Swine that will trample them under their feet ; to 
beſtow Salvation on thoſe who deſpife' the Saviour. 
'Tis contrary to his Holineſs to forgive thoſe who 
will ſecurely abuſe his Fayour, as if his Pardon were 
a Priviledge and Licenſe to fin againſt him. Nay, 
final Impenitency is unpardonable to Mercy it felf. 
For the Objeats of Juſtice and Mercy cannot be the 
ſame : Now an impenitent Sinner is neceſſarily un- 
der the revenging Juſtice of God. *Tis no diſpa- 
ragement to his Omnipotency that he cannot ſave 
ſuch : For although God can do whatſoever he will, 
yet he can will nothing but what 1s agreeable to his 
Nature. Not that there is any Law above God that 
obliges him to aC&t, but he isa Law to himſelf. And 
the more excellent his Perfetions are, the leſs he can 
contradict them. As "tis no Refleqtion upon his 
Power that he cannot die, neither is it, that he can 
do nothing unbecoming his Perfe&tions. On the- 
contrary, it implies Weakneſs to be liable to any 
ſuch Act. Thus ſappoſing the Creature holy, it is 
impoſſible but he ſhould love it: Not that he owes 
any thing to the Creature, but in regard he is in- 
finitely good : And if impenitent and obſtinate in 
Sin, he cannot but hate and puniſh it ; not that he 
is accountable for his Actions, but becauſe he is infi- 
nitely Juſt. And from hence it appears, that the 
requiring of Repentance and Faith in order to the 
actual partaking of the Bleffings our Redeemer pur- 
chaſed, doth not diminiſh the value of his Satisfa- 
ction ; they being not the cauſes of Pardon, but ne- 
cellary Qualifications in the SubjeR that receives it. 


2. 
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2. It doth not leſſen the Compleatneſs- of his Sa- 
tisfaftion, that Believers are liable to Afﬀfictions and 
Death. For theſe are continued according to the a- 
greement between God and our Redeemer, for 0- 
ther Ends than Satisfation to Juſtice, which was 
fully accompliſh'd by him. This will appear by ſe- 
yeral Conſiderations : 
1. Some Afﬀictions bave not the nature of a Pu- 
niſhment, but are intended only for the exerciſe of 
their Graces z that the rrial of their Faith, Patience, 
and Hope being much more precions than of Gold that pe- 
riſheth, though it be tried with Fire, might be found un- 
10 Praiſe, 1 Pet. 1. 7. Now theſe Aﬀiictions are the 
occaſion of their Joy, and in order to their Glory, 
Of this kind are all the Sufferings that Chriſtians en- 
dure for the promotion of the Goſpel, Thus the 
Apoſtles eſteemed. themſelves dignified, in ſuffering 
what was contumelious and reproachful for the 
Name of Chriſt, A#s 5. 41. And St. Pasl interprets 
It as a ſpecial Favour, that God call'd forth the 
Philippians to the Combate, Phil. r. 29. To you it is 
. given ws the behalf of Chri#t to ſuffer : Not only the 
Graces of Faith and Fortitude , but the Aſflition 
was given. So Believers are declared Happy, 1 Pet, 
4. 14. when they are Partakers of Chrift"s Sufferings : 
for the Spirit of Glory reſts on them, Now it isevident 
that Afflictions of this Nature are no Puniſhments. 
For ſince ?tis eſſential to Puniſhment to be inflicted 
for a Fault, and every Fault hath a twpitude in it ; 
it neceſſarily follows, that Puniſhment which is the 
Brand of a Crime muſt be always attended with [n+ 
famy, 2nd the Sufferer under Shame. But Chriſtians 
are honourable by their Sufferings for God, as they 
conform them to the 1mage of is Son, who was con- 
ſecrated by Sufferings. | 
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2. Aflictions are ſent ſometimes not with reſpe&t 
to a Sin committed, but to prevent the commiſlion 
of it : And this diſtinguiſhes them from Puniſh- 
ments. For the Law deters from Evil, not by in- 
fitting, but threatning the Penalty : But in the 
Divine Diſcipline there is another Reaſon : God 
aflicts to reſtrain from Sin : As St. Paul, 2 Cor. 12. 
7, had a Thorn in the Fleſh to prevent Pride 

3. Thoſe Evils that are inflicted on Believers for 
Sin , do not diminiſh the Power and Value of 
Chriſt's Paſſion. For we muſt diſtinguiſh between 
Puniſhments: which are meerly caſtigatory for the 
good of the Offender, and that are purely vindi&ive 
for the juſt Satisfaftion of the Law. Now Be- 
lievers are liable to the firſt, but are freed from the 
other : For Chrift# hath redeemed them from the Curſe 
of the Law, being made a Curſe for them. 

The Popiſh Do@rin of Satisfaction to offended 
Juſtice by our ſuffering temporal Evils, is attended 
with many pernicious Conſequences'* 

r. It robs the Croſs of Chriſt of one part of its 
Glory; as if ſomething were lefr us to make up in 
the degrees and virtue of his Sufferings. 

2. It refleas on God's Juſtice, as if he exaQted 
two different SatisfaQtions for Sin : The one from 
Chriſt our Surety, the other from the Sinner. 

3. It diſparages his Mercy, in making Him to 

puniſh whom He pardons, and to inflict a Penalty 
after the Sin is remitted, 
' 4. *Tis dangerous to Man, by feeding a falſe Pre- 
ſumption in him; as if by the meric of his Suffer- 
ings, he could expiate Sin, and obtain part of that 
Salvation which we entirely owe to the Death of 
our Redeemer, 

The difference between Chaſtiſements, and pure- 
ly vindiive Puniſhments, appears in three things : 

' t. In 
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I. In the Cauſes from whence they proceed. 
The fſevereſt Sufferings of the Godly are not the 


Effects of the Divine Vengeance. /*Tis true, they - 


are Evidences of God's Diſpleaſure: againſt them 
for Sin, but not of Hatred. For: being reconciled 
to them in Chriſt, He bears at: unchangeable Aﬀe- 
tion to them: And Love cannot hate, though it 
may be angry. The Motive. that excites God 
to corre them, is Love: According to that Te- 
ſtimony of the Apoſtle, Whom the Lord loves. he 
chaſtens, Heb. 12. 6. As ſometimes out of ns {: 
vereſt diſpleaſure He forbears . to ſtrike, and- cons 
demns obſtinate'Sinners to Profperity here ; ſo from 
the tendereſt Mercy he afflicts his own. Bur purely 

vindiftive [udgments:proceed from meer wrath. - 
2. They differ in their Meaſures: Theevils that 
Believers ſuffer are always. proportioned to their 
ſtrength. They are not the: ſudden Eruptions of 
Anger, but deliberate Diſpenfations. David de» 
Precates God's: Judgment as *tis- oppoſed to Favour, 
Enter not into Judgment with thy Servant, O Lord; 
Pfal. 143. 2. and Feremiah deſires God's Judgment 
as "tis oppoſed to Fury, Corretft me,'O Lord, in thy 
udgment, not in thy Fury, Jer. 19. 24. . "Tis the 
gracious Promiſe of God to David, 2 Sam. 7. 14: 
with reſpe& to Solumon, If he'commit Iniquity, 1 wit 
will chaſten him with the Rod of Men, and with 
the Stripes of. the Children of Men ;, | that is,, ' Cha- 
ſtiſe him moderately : For inthe ſtile of- the 
Scriprare, as things are magnified by the Epithee Di- 
vine, or of God; as the Cedars of , God, that 1s, 
very tall ; and Nimve is called the:City of God, that 
is, very great: So to fignifie thingsithat are-in a 
mediocrity, the Scripture uies the Epithet humane, or 
of Men. And according to the Rble of Oppoſition, 
the Rod of God is an extraordinary: Affliction which 
: deſtroys 
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deſtroys the Sinner 3 *tis ſuch a Puniſhment as a Man 
can neither infli&, nor endure : But the. Rod of 


"(Men is a moderate Corre&ion, that doth not ex- 


ceed the ſtrength of the Patient. But every purely 


. vinditive Puniſhment which the Law pronounces, 


is in proportion to the nature of the Crime, not the 
ſtrength of the Criminal. 

3. They are diſtinguiſh'd by the intention and 
end of God in inflicting them : 

1. In Chaſtiſements God primarily deſigns the 
profit of his People, that they may be partakers of his 
Holineſs, Heb. 12. 10. When they are ſecure and 
carnal, He awakens Conſcience by the ſharp Voice 
of the Rod ; to refle& upon Sin, to make them ob- 
ſervant for the future, to render their Aﬀections 
more indifferent to the World, and ſtronger to- 
wards Heaven, The Apoſtle expreſles ( 1 Cor. 11. 
32.) the nature of Chaſtiſements, When we are 
judged, we are inſtrufted by the Lord: They are 
more lively Leſſons than thoſe- which are by the 
Word alone, and make a deeper impreſſion upon 
the Heart. David acknowleges, Before he was 
aſſiited, he went aitray ; but now have 1 kept thy Words, 
Pſal. t19, 67. Corrupt Nature makes God's Fa- 
Vours pernicious, but his Grace makes our Puniſh- 
ments profitable. Briefly, They are not Satisfa- 
Ctions for what is paſt, buc admonitions for the time 
to come. But purely vindiive Judgments are not 
inflicted for the reformation of an Offender, but to 
preſerve the Honour of the Sovereign, and Pub- 
lick Order, and to make compenſation for the 
breach of the Law. If any advantage accrue to 
the Offender, "is accidental, and beſides the inten- 
tion of the Judge. 

2. The end of ChaſtiTements -npon Believers 1s 


to prevent their final deſtruction: When we are 
Judgea, 


o 
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Fudged, we are Chaſtened of the Lord, that we may 
not be condemed with the World, 1 Cor. I1. And this 
ſweetens and allays all their Sufferings. As the 
Pſalmiſt declares, Let the Rignteous ſmite me, and it 
ſhall be a kindneſs; let him reprove me, it ſhall be an 
excellent Oil, which ſhall not break my Head, But 
the Yindittive Puniſhment of a MalefaQor, is not 
to prevent his Condemnation ; for Death is ſome- 
times the Sentence. In this reſpe&t the temporal 
Evils that befal the Wicked and the Godly, though 
materially the ſame, yet legally differ. For to the 
Wicked they are ſo many earneſts of the com- 
pleat paiment they ſhall make to Juſtice in another 
World ; the beginning of Eternal Sorrows: But 
to the Godly they are in order to their Salvation, 
They are as the Red-Sea, through which the //rac- 
lites paſt to the Land of Promiſe, but the ZEgypri- 
ans were drowned init. Briefly, their Sufferings 
differ as much in their Iſſue, as the Kingdoms of 
Heaven and of Hell. 

2. That Death remains to Believers, doth not 
leſſen the perfection of Chriſt's SatitfaQtion. Tis 
true, conſidered abſolutely, *ris the Revenge of the 
Law for Sin, and the greateſt temporal Evil ; ſo 
that it may ſeem ſtrange, that thoſe who are Re- 
deemed by an All-ſafficient Ranſom, ſhould pay 
this Tribute to the King of Terrors. But the Na- 
ture of it is changed ; *ris a Curſe to the Wicked 
inflicted for ſatisfaQtion to Juſtice, but a priviledg 
£o Believers: As God appointing the Rainbow to 
be the Sign of his Covenant, that he would drown 
the World no more, ordain'd the ſame Waters to 
be the Token of his Mercy, which were the inſtru- 
ment of his juſtice. Bleſſed are the Dead that die in 
the Lord, Rev. 14» 13. And the P/almit tell us, 
P/al. 6. 19 that preczons in the fight of te Lord , 

the 
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the Death of his Saints : Chriſt hath taken away what 
is truly deſtructive in it. *Tis continued for their 
advantage. 

r. Corruption hath ſo depraved the ſenſitive ap- 
petite, that during our natural State we are not in- 
tirely freed from it: But Death that deſtroys the 
natural frame of the Body, puts an end to Sin. 
And in this reſpe&, there is a great difference be- 
tween the Death of Chriſt and of Believers: The 
End of his was to remove the guilt of Sin, of theirs 
to extinguiſh the Reliques of it. 

2. ?Tis a delivery from Temporal Evils, and an 
entrance into Glory, Death and Deſpair ſeize on 
the Wicked at once, but the Rightequs hath hope in his 
Death, 

3. The Grave ſhall give up his Spoils in the laſt. 
It retains the Body for a time, not to deſtroy, but 
purifie it. Our Saviour tells us, that whoever believes 
on him ſhall not ſee Death, for he will raiſe them up 
at the loſt Day, John 11. He that dies a Man, ſhall 
revive an Angel, clcathed with Light and Immorta- 
lity. I will conclude this argument with the words 
of St. Auſtin : (Lib. 13. deCiv. Dei, c. 4.) Avlato cri- 
minis nexu, relifta eſt mors. Nunc vero majore & 
mirabiliore gratia Salvatoris in uſus juſlitie peccats 
pena eff converſa. Tum enim diftum eft Homini, mo- 
rieris ſt peccaveris, nunc difttum eit Martyri, morere 
ne pecces, Et ſic per ineffabilem Dei miſericordiam & 
ipſa pene vitiorum tranſit in arma virtutis, & fit juſts 
meritum etiam ſupplicium peccatoris, Although the 
Guilt of Sin is removed, yet Death remains. But 
by the admirable Grace of the Redeemer, the py- 
niſhment of Sin is made an advantage to Holineſs. 
The Law threatned Man with Death if he ſinned 3 
the Goſpel commands a Maityr to die, that he 
may not Sin. And thus by the unſpeakable Mercy 
of 
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of God, the Puniſhment of Vice becomes the Secn* 
rity of Vertue; and that which was Revenge upon 
the Sinner, gives to the Righteous a title to a Glori- 
ous Reward. 0 


CHAP. XV. 


Prattical Inferences, In the Death of Chriſt there js 
the cleareſ® diſcovery of the Evil of Sin, The 
ſtritneſs of Divine Fuſtice is moſt viſible in it. The 
Conſideration of the Ends of Chriſt's Death takes 
off the ſcandal of the Croſs, and changes the Offence 
into admiration. The Satisfattion of Fuſtice by 
ChriſPs Sufferings affords the ſtrongeF aſſurance that 
God 15 ready to pardon Sinners. The abſolute neceſ- 
fity of complying with the Terms of the Goſpel for 
Fuſtification, There are but two ways of appearing 
before the Supreme Fudge: Either in Innocence, or 
by the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. The Cauſes why Men 
rejett Chriſt are, a legal Temper that is natural to 
them, and the predominant love of Sin. The unavii- 
aable miſery of all that will not ſubmit to our Savi- 
our. 
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i. F "Rom hence we may diſcover moſt clearly the 

evil of Sin, which no Sacrifice could expi- 
ate bunt the Blood of the Son of God. *Tis true, 
the internal Malignity of Sin, abſtracted from its 
dreadful Effets, is moſt worthy of our hatred : 
For 'tis in its own Nature dire& Enmity againſt 
God, and obſcures the Glory of all his Attributes, 
*Tis the violation of his Majeſty, who is the uni- 
verſal Sovereign of Heaven and Earth. A con- 
trariety to his Holineſs, which ſhines forth in his 


Law. A deſpiling his Goodneſs, the attractive to 
Obe-, 
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Obedience, The contempt of his Omniſcience, 
which ſees every Sin when "tis committed, The 
lighting of his terrible Juſtice and Power, as if 
the Sinner could ſecure himſelf from his Indignati- 
on. A denial of his Truth, as if the Threatning 
were a vain Terror to ſcare Men from Sin. And all 
this done voluntarily, ro pleaſe an irregular corrupt 
Appetite, by a deſpicable Creature, who advſolutely 
depends upon God for his Being and Happineſs. 
Theſe Conſiderations ſeriouſly pondered, are 
moſt proper to difcover the extremity of its Evil. 
But ſenſible D2monſtrations are molt powerful to 
convince and affe& us: And thoſe are taken from 
the fearful Puniſhments that are inflicted for Sin. 
Now the Torments of Hell, which are the juſt 
and full recompence of Sin, are not ſenſible till 
they are inevitable. * And remporal Judgments can- 
; not fully declare the infinite Diſpleaſure of 
# God againſt the wilful contempt of his Authort- 
ty. But in the Sufferings of Chriſt *cis expreſt 
to the utmoſt, If Juſtice irc ſelf had rent the 
Heavens, and come down in the moſt viſible 
; Terror to revenge the Reb:llions of Men, it could 
never have made ſtronger impreſſi>ns upon us than 
the Death of Chriſt duly contidered. The De- 
ſtruction of the World by Water, the miraculous 
burning of Sodom and Gomorrah by ſhours of Fire, 
2nd all other the moſt terrible Julaments, do not 
afford ſuch a ſenſible in{truction of the evil of Sin. 
If we regard the Digaity of his Perſon, and the 
depth of his Sufferings, He is an unparailel'd Exam- 
ple of God's Indigaation for the breach of his Holy 
Law, For he that was the Son of God, and the 
Lord of Glory, was made a Man of Scerrows. He 
endured Derifion, Scourgings, Stripes, and at laſt 
1 cruel and curſed Death. - The Holy of Holies 
V wA$ 
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was crucified between two Theives. By how much 
the Life of Chriſt was more precious than the lives 
of all Men, ſo much in his Death doth the Wrath 
of God appear more fully againſt Sin, than ir 
would in the deſtruction of the whole World of 
Sinners. And His Spiritual Sufferings infinitely ex- 
ceeded all His Corporeal. The Impreſſions of Wrath 
that were inflicted by God's immediate Hand upon 
his Soul, forced from him thoſe ſtrong Cries, that 
moved all the Powers of Heaven and Earth with Com- 
paſſion. If the Curtain were drawn aſide, and we 
ſhould look into the Chambers of Death, where Sin- 
ners lie down in Sorrow for ever, and hear the woful 
Expreſlions and deep Complaints of the Damned, 
with what horror and diſtraction they ſpeak of 
their Torments, we could not have a fuller teſti- 
mony of God's Infinite diſpleaſure againſt Sin, than 


ina the Angulih and Agonies of our Redeemer. For © E 


whatever his Sufterings were in kind, yet in their 
degree and meaſure they were equally terrible with 
thoſe that condemned Sinners endure. Now, how 
iS it poſſible that Rational Agents ſhould freely, in 


the open Light, for periſhing Vanities, dare to” 


commit ſin? Can they avoid or endure the Wrath 
of an Incenſed God? If God ſpared not his Son 
when he came in the ſimilitude of ſinful Fleſh, how 
ſhall Sinners who are deeply and univerſally: defiled, 
eſcape? Can they fortifie themſelves againſt the Su- 
Preme Judge? Can they encounter with the fury of 


the Almighty, the apprehenſions of which made, 


the Soul of Chriſt heavy unto Death? Have they pa- 
tience to hear that for ever, which was to Chriſt, 
who had the ſtrength of the Deity to ſupport him, 
intolerable for a few hours ? If it were ſo with the 
green Tree, what will hecome of the Dry when 
" expoſed to the fizery Trial? If he that was _ 

an 
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and Innocent ſuffered ſo dreadfully , 'what mult 
they expe& who add Impenitency to their Guilt, 
and live in the bold commiſſion of Sin, without re» 
fleftion and remorſe ? What prodigious Madneſs is 
it to drink Iniquity like Water, as a harmleſs thing, 
when *tis a Poiſon ſo deadly, that the leaſt drop 
of it brings certain ruin ? What deſperate Folly, 
to have flight apprehenſions of that, which is at- 
tended with the firf# and ſecond Death ? Nothing 
but unreaſonable Infidelity and Inconlideration can 
make Men venturous to provoke the living God, who 
is infinitely ſenſible of their Sins, and who both 
can and oi terribly puniſh them for ever. 

2. The KrzAneſs of Uivine Juſtice appears, that 
required Satisfaction equavalent ro the deſert of 
Sin, The faturfl1 Notion of the Deity, as the 
Governour of the World, inſtructed che Heathens, 
that the tratifgreſſion of his Laws ws worthy of 
Dezth, Rom. 't. 31i. This proves that the Obliga- 
tion to puniſhment doth not ariſe from the meer 
Will of God, which is only diſcovered by Revela- 
tion; but is founded in the nature of things, and 


by irs own Light is manifeſted to reaſonable Crea- 


tures. From hence they inferred, that it was not 
becoming the Divine Nature, as qualified with the 
relation of Supreme Ruler, to pardon Sin without 
SattSfaction. This appears by the Sacrifices and 
Ceremonies, the Religions and Expiations which 
were performed by the moſt ignorant Nations. And 


although they infinitely abuſed themicives in the 


conceit they had of their-pretended Efficacy and 
Virtue ; yet the univerſal Conſent of Mankind 
Nn the belief that Sarisfaftion was neceſſary, de- 
Clires it to be true. This, as oth=r natural Do- 
cringe, 15 more fally revealed by Scriptzre. Under 
Lc Law ive fheddjre of 67:0 there was ro remiſe 
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fron, Heb. 22, not that common Blood could 


make SatiStaftion ſor Sin, but God commanded. * 
3 


thre fool Le a viible mark of its neceſſity in the 
WV ire Gier'd to him, and a prefiguration thar 
ic hoald be accomplit W4 by a Sacrifice eternally ef- 
KC :icions. 

And the Occonomy of our Salvation clearly proves, 
that to P! eferve the Honour of God's Govern- 
meat, "was molt fir Sin ſhould be puniſh'd, that 
Sinners might be pardoned. For nothing was 
more repugnant to the Will of God abſolutely con- 
{iidered, than the Death of his Beloved Son ; and 
the natural Will of Chriſt was averſe from it. 
Wit tnen moved that Infinite Wiſdom, which 
wills notion? but what 1s perfectly reaſonable, to 
ord:in that Event? Why ſhould it take fo great a 
Circuit, if the way was fo ſhort, that by pure Fa- 
vour, without Satisfaction , Sin might have been 


parc oncd ? Onur Saviour declares the neceſſity of ' 


his ſuftering Death, ſaypoling the merciful Will of 
_ Father to {ave us, when He ſaith, that as Moyes 

ifted up the Serpent iz the Wilderneſs, even ſo muil 
fe Son of Fan be lifted up, that whoſoever belicves in 
kim ſnould not periſh, "Tis true, Since God had 
foretold 2nd preſignred his Death by the Oracle; 
and Actions nader the Law, tt neceſſarily came to 
paſs, But to conlider things exactly, the nnchange- 
able truth of Types and Prophecies is not the pri- 
mitive and main reaſon of the neceſlity of things, 
bar only a ſign of the certainty of the Event. In 
Rrickne%, thin 25 do not. arrive becauſe of their 
Predittic _ but are foretold hecan'e they ſhall ar- 
rive. Its AED RTE ere was a Divine Decree he- 
fore the Propneciess and that in the Light of God's 
In Gnzte WI Aledo thinvs ire, before they were 
foretoll So 'tis not ſaid, a Man miſt be of a 
raddy 
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ruddy Complexion, becauſe his Pictnre is fo ; but on 


« the contrary, becauſe he 1s ruddy, his Pi&ure mult 


be ſo. That Chrilt by dying on the Crofs ſhould 1 e- 
deem Man, was the reaſon that the Serpent of rats 
was erected on a Pole to heal the 7/-aciires, and BOL 
on the contrary. Bricfly, the Apoſtle ſuppotes this 
neceſſity of Satisfaction as an eviderit Pri inciple, 
when he proves wilful Apoſtates to be inc: »pablc of 
Salvation, becanſe there remai''s no more Sacrifice for 
Sin : For the Conſequence were of no force, it Sin 
might be pardoned without Sacrifice, that 15, with- 
out -Satisfaction. 

3. This Account of Chriſt's Death rakes off the 
ſcandal of che Croſs, and changes the vc MIence 2 into 
admiration. *Twas foretold of Chriſt, ther Le 
ſlould be a Stone of flumbling, ard a Rock of ojfcicce ; ; 
Lnke 2. 34. not a jult Cane, bnt an occation of 
offence to the corrupt Hearts cx Men, and princt- 
pally for his Sufferings. Tie F-ws werc TY 
with the titles of Honour given to the Af jſii! 
that he ſhould be a King, Powerful and Glorious: 
but that Poverty, Diſzyrace and the ſu{F.ring Death 
ſhould be his Charatr, they could noz endure : 
therefore they endeavoured to pervert the "ſenſe of 
the Prophets, His Diſciples who attended him in 
his mean State , expected thoſe fad Appemnny 
would terminate in viſible Glory and Greztnefs 
but when they faw him arreſted by his Enemi ics, 
Condemned and Crucified, this was fo oppolite to 
their Expectation, that they fainted under the Diſ- 
appointment; and when Chriſt was Preach] to 
the Gentile World, they rejecte:l him with {crn. 
His Death ſeemed ſo contrary to the [2ienity of 
his Perſon, and Deſizn of his Office, that whey 
could not reliſh rhe Doctrin of the ©ofpet. They 
jd7ze4 it abſurd, to expect Life from one thit was 
Y 2 {nbjcted 
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ſubicicd to Death, and Bleſſedneſs from him that . 
was made a Curſe. To thoſe who look on the 
Dea:h of Chriſt with the Eyes of carnal Wiſdom, 
and according to the Laws of corrupt Reaſon, it 
appears folly and weakneſs, and moſt unworthy of 
God : (p) but if we conſider 1t in its Principles 
and Ends, all the Prejudices vaniſh, and we clearly 
diſcover it to be the moſt noble and eminent effe& 
of the Wiſdom, Power, Goodneſs and Juſtice of 
God. Accordingly the Apoſtle tells the Jews, Him 
being delivered by the determinate counſel, and fore- 
knoledge of Ged they have taken, ard by wicked bands 
have crucified ana ſlain. The Inſtruments were 
deeply guilty in ſhedding that immaculate Blood ; 
yet we mult not terminate our thonghts on them, 
but aſcend to the ſupreme Diſpoſer , by whoſe 
Wiſe and Holy Decree that Event came to pals. 
To the Eye of Senſe *twas a ſpeRacle of Horror, 
that a perfedt Innocence ſhould be cruelly tormen- 
ted; bur to the Eye of Faith, under that (2d and 
12nomintous appearance, there was a Divine Myſte- 
Ty, able to raiſe our Wonder, and raviſh our Aﬀe- 
Ctions. For he that was nailed to the Croſs, was 
really the Son of God, and the Saviour of Men: 
his Death, with all the penal Circumſtances of Diſ- 
honour and Pain, 1s the only Expiation of Sin, and 
Satisfaction to Juſtice. He by offering up his 5lood, 
appeas'd the \Vrath of God, quencl'd the Aming 
Sword that made Paradiſe inacccſſible to vs 3 he 
took away Sin, the true diſhonour of our Natures, 
and purchaicd for us the Graces of the Spirit, the 
richeſt Ornameats of the reaſonable ' Creature, 
The 
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_ (P) be cruce Chriſti nob:s inſultant Sapientes hujus mund!, 
2 dicunt, Quale cor. hab.tis, qui Dcum colitis Crucifixum ? 
yi Serm. de vc1b, Apait, 
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in Tontrtving Dan's Redemptior! | 
The DoQrin of the Crofs is the only Forndatio: 
of the Goſpel, that unites all its Parts, and fu7pc;ts 
the whole Building. ?Tis the cauſe of our Kighte- 
ouſneſsand Peace, of our Redemption and Recon! 

liation. How bleſſed an Exchange have the Merirs of 
his Sufferings made with thoſe of our Sins ? Life in- 
ſtead of Death, Glory for Shame, and Rappineis ir 
Miſery.For this reaſon the Apoſtle with vehemence d&- 
clares,Gal.6. 14. that to be the ſole ground of his {22 - 
ſting and triumph, which others eſteemed a caute :* 
blaſhing 3 God forbid that I ſhould glory ſave in tlc 
Croſs of Chriſt, Re reje&s with extreme deteſt a: :157 
the mention of any other thing, as the cauſe -: '::: 
Happineſs, and matter of his Glory. The C2: 
was a Tree of Death to Chriſt, and of Life «© 
The Supreme Wiſdom is juſtified of its Child: 3: 

4. The SatisfaQtion of Divine Juſtice by tie $u1- 
ferings of Chriſt, affords the ſtrongeſt aſſurance 1: 
Man, whois a guilty and ſuſpicious Creature, 34 
God is moſt ready to pardon Sin. There 1s 141 tt. 
natural Conſcience, when opened by a piercing 1; - 
viction of Sin, ſuch a quick ſenſe of Guilt and Gu:'!'s 


Juſtice, thar it can never have an entire Confiden«c 


In his Mercy till Juſtice be atoned. From hence the 
convinced Sinner is reſtleſly inquiſitive, how to find 
out the way of Reconciliation with a righteous God. 
Thus he 1s repreſented inquiring by the Propnet 3 
Mic. 6. 6, 7. Wherewith ſhall I come before the Lord, and 
bow my ſelf before the moſt High God ? Shall I come before 
him with Burnt-Offerings, with Calves of a year old ? 
Will the Lord be pleaſed with thouſands of Rams, or with 
ten thouſand Rivers of Oil ? Shall I give my firji-bori 
for my Tranſorefſion, the Fruit of my Body for the Sin 
of my Soul ? The Scripture tells us that ſome conſir- 
med their Children ro render their [dols favourable 
to them. But all theſe means were ineffeQual ; 

| V 4 their 
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their moſt coſtly Sacrifices were only Food for the 
Fire. Nay, inſtead of expiating their old, they 
committed new Sins ; and were ſo far from appea- 
{ing, that they inflamed the Wrath of God by their 
cruel Oblations. Bur in the Goſpel there is the moſt 
rational and eaſy way propounded for the Satisfa- 
ction of God and the Juſtification of Man, The 
Righteouſneſs of Faith ſpeaketh on this wiſe, Say n0t in 
thy Heart, Who ſhall aſcend into Heaven ? (that «, to 
bring down Christ from above : ) Or who ſhall deſccnd 
into the deep ? (that 1s, to bring up Chri$t again from 
the dead: ) But if thou ſhalt confeſs with thy month the 
Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt believe inthy Heart that God hath 
raiſed him from the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. Rom, 
10. 6,7, 9. The Apoſtle ſets forth the anxiety of 
an awakened Sinner, he is at a loſs to find out a way 
fo eſcape Judgment : For things that are on the ſur- 
face of the Earth, or floating on the Waters, 
are Within our view, and may be obtained ; bur 
thoſe which are above our Underſtanding to difco- 
ver, or Power to obtain, are proverbially ſaid to 
be in the Heavens above, or in the Deeps. And 'tis 
applicd here to the different ways of Juſtification, 
by the Law, and by the Goſpel. The Law pro- 
pounds Life upon an impoſiible condition ; but the 
Goſpel clearly reveals to us, that Chriſt hath perfor- 
med what is necellary.for our Juſtification, and that 
Dy a lively and pratical Faith we'ſhall have an Inte- 
reit in it. The Lord Jeſus being afcended, hath 
given us a convincing Proof, that the Propitrarion 
for our Sins is perfet: For otherwiſe he had not. 
ben received into God's Sanctuary, Therefore to 
be under Perplexities how we may be juſtified, is 10 
deny the yaluc of his Righteouſneſs, and the truth 
of his Aſcenlion. And ſay nor, who ſhall deſcend 1n- 
22 the deep, to bear the Torments of Hell, and expt- 
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ate Sin? This is to deny the virtue of his Death, 
whereby he appeaſed God, and redeemed us trom 
the Wrath to come. In the Law the contemning 
Righteouſneſs of God is made viſible, in the Go- 
ſpel his juſtifying Righteouſneſs is revealed, from 
Faith to Faith, Rom. 1. 17. Ard this is an infallt- 
ble proof of its a4ivine Deſcent. For wizreas all o- 
ther Religions either ſtupify Conſcience, and harden 
it in carnal Security, or terrify it by continual A+ 
larms of Vengeance ; the Goſpel alone hath diſco- 
vered how God may {hew Mercy to repenting Sin- 
ners without Injury to his Juſtice. T he Heathens 
robb*d one Attribute to enrich another. Either they 
conceived God to be indulgent to rheir Sins, and 
caſy to pardon, to the Prejudice of his Juſtice z or 
cruel 3nd revengcful, tp the Diſhonour of his Good- 
neſs : But Chriſtians are: inſtructed how theſe are 
wonderfully reconciled and magnified in our Re- 
demption. From hence there is a Divine Calm in 
the Conſcience, and that Peace which paſſeth Under- 
ſtandinz, The Soul 1s not only freed from the Fear 
of God's Anger, but hath a lively Rope of his Fa- 
your and Love. This is expreſt by the Apoſtle, Heb. 
12. 23. When he reckons among the Priviledges of 
Believers, that they are come to God the Judge of all, 
and to Feſus the Mediator of the New-Covenant, and to 
the Blood of ſprinkling that ſpeaks better things than the 
Blozd of Abel. The apprehenſion of God as the 
Judge of the World, ſtrikes the guilty wich Fear and 
Terror ; but as he 15 ſweetned by the Mediator, we 
may approach to him with confitence. For what 
Sins are there which ſo entire a Satisfation doth 
not expiate? What Torments can they deſerve, 
which his Wounds and Stripes have not removed ? 
God is juſt as wel] as merciful in juſtifying thoſe who 
believe in Jeſus, '?Tis not the quality cf Eins, bnt 
p | of 
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of Sinners, that excepts them from Pardon. Chriſt» 
is the golden Altar in Heaven for penitent Believers to 
flie to, from whence God will never pluck any one 
to deſtroy him. 

5. From hence we may learn, how abſolute a ne- 
ceſlity there is for our coming to Chriſt for Juſtifica- 
tion. 

There are but two ways of appearing before the 
RP and Supreme Judee : | 

In Innocence and finleſs Obedience : Or, 2. 
By whe Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. The one is by the 
Law, the other by Grace. And theſe two can never 
be compounded ; for he that pleads Innocence, in 
that diſclaims Favour ; and he that ſues for Favour, 
acknowledges Guilt, Now the firſt cannot be per- 
formed by us. For entire Obedience to the Law 
ſuppoſes the Integrity of our Natures, there being 
a moral Impoſlibility that the Faculties once corrup- 
ted ſhould a& regularly : But Man is ſtained with 
Original Sin from his Concepiion. And the form of 

the Law runs univerſally, Curſed # every one that 9- 

beys n0t in all things which are written in the Book of the 
Law to do them, Gal. 3- 10. In theſe Scales oze evil 
Work preponderates a thiuſand good. If a Man 
were guilty but of oze ſingle Error, his intire Obe- 
dience afterwards conld not ſave him ; for that he- 
ing always due to the Law, the paiment of it can- 
not diſcount for the former Debt, So that we can- 
not in any degree be juſtified by the Law ; for there 
is no midile between tranſgreſſing, and- not tranſ- 
preſſing it. He that breaks one Article in a Cove- 
nant, cuts off his claim to any Benefit by it. 

Briefly, the Law juſtifies only the perfe&, and 
condemns withont diſtinction all that are guilty. So 
that to pretend Juſtification by the Works of it 1s 


25 unreaſonable, as for a Man to produce 1 in Court 
the 
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3 the Bond which obliges him to his Creditor, in teſti- 
mony that he ows him nothing. Whoever preſumes 
to appear before God's Judgment-Seat in his own 
Righteouſneſs ſhall be covered with confuſion, 

2. By the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. This alone 
abſolves from the Guilt of Sin, ſaves from Hell, 
and can endure the trial of God's Tribunal. This 
F the Apoſtle prized as his unvaluable Treaſure, Phil. 
3-9. in compariſon of which all other things are but 
droſs and dung : that 1 may be found in him, not having 
mine own Righteouſneſs, which ts of the Law, but that 
which us through the Faith of Chriſt, the Righteouſneſs 
which us of God by Faith. That which he ordained, 
and rewarded in the Perſon of onr Redeemer, he 
cannot but accept, Now this Righteouſneſs is me- 
ritoriouſly imputed only to Believers : For depen- 
ding ſolely upon the Will of God as to its Being 
and Effects, it cannot poſlibly be reckoned to any 
for their Benefit and Advantage, but in that way 
which he hath appointed. The Lord Chriſt, who made 
SatisfaQtion, tells us, that the Benefit of it is commn- 
nicated only through our Believing. God ſo loveathe 
World, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever 
believeth on him, ſhould zat periſh, Joh. 3. 16. As all 
Sins are mortal in reſpe@ of their Guilt, but Dearh 
15 not actually inflicted for them, upon the account 
of the Grace of the New Covenant : So all Sins are 
venial in reſpect of the Satisfaction made by Chriſt, 
bur they are not aRually pardoned, till the perfor- 
ming of the Condition to which Pardon is annex'd, 
Faith transfers the Guilt from the Sinner to the $a- 
crifice. And this isnot an Actreſtrained to the Un- 
derſtanding, but principally reſpects the Will, by 
which we accept or refuſe Salvation. The Nature 
of it. is beſt expreſt by the Scripture-phraſe, Joh. 1. 
12. the receiving Chriſt, which reſpects the Terms 

x | upon 
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upon which God offers him in the Goſpel, ( 44: 5, 
31.) to be our Prince and Saviour, The State of -Fa- 
vour begins upon our conſent to the New Covenant. 
And how reaſonable is the Condition it requires ? 
How impoſlible is it to be otherwiſe ? God is recon- 
cilable by the Death of Chriſt, ſo thit he may ex- 
erciſe Mercy without Injury co his Juſtice and Holi- 
neſs: He is willing and delirous to be upoa Terms 
of Amity with Men, but cannot be actually recon- 
ciled till they accept of them : For Reconcilement is 
hetween two. Though God upon the account of 
Chriſt is made placable to the humane Nature, 
which he isnot to the AMpelical in its lapſed State, 
and hath condeſcended fo far as to offer Conditions 
of Peace to Men, yet they are reconciled at once. 
That Chriſt becomes an effe&uil Mediator, there 
muſt be the Conſent of both Parties. As God hath 
declared his by laying, the Puniſhment of our Sins 
on Chriſt ; ſo Man gives his, by ſubmitting to the 
Law of Faich And the great end of preaching 
the Goſpel is, to overcome the Obſtinacy of Men, 
and reconcile taem to God and their. Happinels : 
We are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt ; and pray you in Chriſt's 
ftead, to be reconciled ro God, 2 Cor. 5.20. with this 
Cifterence 3; Criſt furniÞ'd the Means, they only 
bring the Mz/[:ge of Reconciliation, Now Men 
are with difficu}:y wronzhrt on to comply with the 
Conditions of Pardon by Chriſt : 

t. Upon the acconat of a Legal Temper that uni- 
verſally inclines them to ſeek for Juſtification by 
tazir own Works. Tits 1s molt {uitable to the 
Law ad Light of Nature : For the tenour of the 
{1r{t Covenant was, Do,cand Live. So that the way 
of Goſpel Juitificzrion, as ?cis ſapernatural in its diſ- 
cavery, ſo in its contra: tory ty Man's Principles. 
B2fides, as Prid2 at fi: ſt aſpir'd ro maks Man as God, 
| {0 


{n Contriving Man's Redemption. 3or 
ſo it tempts him to uſurp the Honour of Chriſt, to 
he his own Saviour. He is unwilling to ſtoop, that 
he may drink of the Waters of Life. Till the Heart 
by the weight of its guilt is broken in plieces,- and 
loſes its former faihion and figure, ir will not hum- 
bly comply with the offer of Salvation for the Me- 
rits of another, And tis very remarkable, that up- 
on the firſt opening of the Goſpel, no Evangelical 
Doctrin was more diſreliſi'd by the Jews, than 
Juſtification by imputed Righteouſneſs, The Apoltle 
gives this account of their oppoſition, Rom. 10. that 
being ignorant of Cod's Righteouſneſs, and going about 
ro eſtabliſh their owa Righteouſneſs, they ſubmitted not to 
the Kighteouſneſs of God, They were prepoſleſt with 
this Principle, that Life was to be obtained by their 
Works z becauſe the expreſs Condition of the Law 
was ſo, And miſtaking the end of its Inſtitution by 
Moſes, they fet the Law againſt the Promiſes : For 
ſince the Fall, the Law was given, not abſolutely to 
be a Covenant of Life, but with a deſign to prepare 
Men for the Goſpel; that upon the ſight of their 
Guilt, and the Curſe, they might have recourſe to 
the Redeemer, and by Faith imbrace that Satisfa- 
Qion he hath made for them. Chri8 7s the end of the 
Law for Rigintcouſneſs to every one that bcl:eveih, Rom. 
10. 4. From the Example of the Jews we may ſee 
how Men are naturally affected. And 'tis worthy 
of obſervation, that the Reformation of Religion 
took its riſe by the ſame Controverſy with the Pa- 
piſts, by which the Goſpel was firſt introduced into 
the World. For, befides innumerable Abuſes crept 
into the Church, the People were perſuaded, that 
by purchaſing Indulgences they ſhould be ſaved from 
the Wrath of God. And when this Darkneſs co- 
vered the Face of tle Earth, the Zeal of the firs? 
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World, clearly demonſtrated from Scriptures, that 
Juſtification is alone obtained by a lively and puri- 
fying Faith in the Blood of Chriſt. A ſtrong proof 
that the ſame Goſpel which was firſt revealed by the 
Apoſtles, was revived by thoſe excellent Men ; and 
the ſame Church which was firſt built by the Apo- 

ſ{tles, was raiſed out of its Ruins by them 
Now the Goſpel, to eradicate this Diſpoſition 
which 1s ſo natural and ſtrong in faln Man, is in no- 
thing more clear and expreſs than in declaring, that 
by the Deeds of the Law there ſhall no Fleſh be juſti- 
fi:d in God's ſight, Rom. 3-10. The Apoſtle aflerts 
without diſtinction, that by the Works of the Law Ju- 
frification cannot be obtained, Gal. 3. 11. whether they 
proceed from the Power of Nature, or the Grace 
of the Spirit. For he argues againſt the merit of 
Works to Juſtification, (Rem. 3. 27.) not againſt 
the Principle from whence they proceed. And where 
he moſt atfectionately declares his eſteem of Chriſt, 
and his Righteouſneſs, as the ſole meritorious cauſe 
of his Juſtification, he expreſly rejects his own Righ- 
reouſneſs which is of the Law, Phil. 3. 9. By his own 
Righteouſneſs he comprehends all the Works of the 
renewed, as well 2s natural State; for they are per- 
formed by Man, and are AQs of Obedience to the 
Law, which commands perfe& Love to God. ' Theſe 
are ſlight withering Leaves that cannot hide our 
Nakedneſs, and conceal our Shame, when we ap- 
pear before in God in Judgment. Not but that good 
Works are molt plealing to him, but not for this 
end, tocxpiate Sin, We muſt diſtinguiſh between 
their Subſtance, and the quality that Error giveth 
them. The Opinion of Merit changes their Nature, 
and turns Gold into Droſs. And if our real Righ- 
tcontneſs, how exatt ſoever, cannot abſolve us from 
the lealt Guile; much leſs can the performance of 
ſome 
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ſome external Actions, though ſpecious in appear- 
ance, yet not commanded by God, and that have 
no moral value. All the Diſciplines and Severities 
whereby Men think to make Satisfaction to the Law, 
are like a Crown of Straw, that diſhonours the 
Head inſtead of adorning it. But that Righteouſ- 
neſs which was acquired by the Obedience and me- 
ritorious Sufferings of Chriſt, and is imbraced by 
Faith is all- ſufficient for our Jeſtification. This is as 
pure as Innocence, to all the Effe&s of Pardon and 
Reconciliation 5 this alone ſecures us from the + 
charge of the Law, and the challenge of Juſtice. 
Being cloathed with this, we may enter into Hea- 
ven, and converſe with the pure Society of Angels 
without bluſhing. The Saints who now reign in 
Glory, were not Men who lived in the PerfeQion of 
Holineſs here below ; but repenting believing Sin- 
ners, who are waſhed white in the Blood of the 
Lamb. 

2. The moſt univerſal hindrance of Mens com- 
plying with the condirions of Pardon by Chriſt, is, 
the predominant Love of ſome Luſt. Although 
Men would entertain him as a Saviour to redeem 
them from Hell, yet they reje& him as their Lord. 
Thoſe in the Parable, (Luke 16. 14.) who ſaid, We 
will not have this Man to reign over i, exprelt the in- 
ward fenſe and filent thoughts of all carnal Men. 
Many would depend on his Sacrifice, yet will not 
ſubmit to his Scepter; they would have Chriſt to 
pacify their Conſciences, and the World to pleaſe 
their Aﬀe&ions. Thus they divide between the Of- 
fices of Chriſt, his Prieſtly and his Regal. They 
would have Chriſt to die for them, bur not to live in 
tnem. They divide the A#s of the ſame Office : 
They lean on his Crofs to. ſupport them from falling 
to Hell, but crucifie not one Luft on it. They are 
deli- 
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delirous he ſhould reconcile them to God by his Sz. 
criftice, but.not to bleſs them, 7 raurning them from 
twer Iigquities, AQts 3. 26. And thus in effect they 
abſolutely. refuſe him, and render his Death unavai- 
lable: For the receiving of Chriſt as Mediator in 
a1] his Offices, 1s the Condition indiſpenſibly requi- 
ſite to partake of the Benefits of his Sufferings. The 
reſizning up of our ſelves to him as our Prince, is as 


necc/lary an act of Juſtif, ing Faith, as the apprehen-_ 


ding the crucified Saviour. So that in every real 
Chriſtin, Faith 1s the Principle of Obedience and 
. Peace, ani 1s as inſeparable from Holineſs, as from 
Salvation. 

To conclude this Argument: From hence we may' 
ſte, how deſperate the State Is of imperitent Unbe- 
lievers. They are cut off from any claim to the Be- 
nefits of Chrilt's Death. The Law of Faith, like 
that of the Aedes and Perſians, 1s unalterable, He 
that belicuctl not tne Son, ſ\.11 not fee Life, Chriſt 
died not Lo £xpiate final Infidelity. This is the #29- 
al Sin, Laat. atuaily damns. Ic charges all their 
CGuiit upon Sinners: It renders the Suſferings of 
Chriſt fruitleſs and incffctu:l to them. For "tis not 
the Preparation of a Sovereign Remedy that cures 
the Diſeaſe, but the applying it. As our Sins were 
3mputed to him, upon the account of his Union with 
us in Nature, and his Conſent to be our Surety ; fo 
bis Rightcoufneſs is mc;toriouſly imputed to us, upon 
our Union with him by a lively Faith, The Man 
that look'd on the Rai:.bow, when he was ready to 
be drown'd, What relicf was it to him, that God 
had promiſed not to drown the. World, when he 
muſt periſt in the Waters ? $5, though Chrift hath 
purckaied Pardon for repentiong Believers, and a 
Rainbow cvcompaſſes the Throne of God, Rev. 4. 3. the 
Sjrn of Reconciliation, What auvantage 1s this to 
Uitg 
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the Unbeliever, who dies iti his Sins and drops into 
the Lake of Fire ? 'Tis not from any defe& of Mer- 
cy.in God, or Righteouſneſs in Chriſt, but for the 
obſtinate refuſal of it, that Men certainly periſh. 
This inhances their Guilt and Miſery. All the rich 
expence of Grace for their Redemption ſhall be 
charged upon them- The Blood of Chriſt ſhall not 
be imputed for their Ranſom, but for their deeper 


| Damnation : And inſtead of ſpeaking better things 


than the Blood of Abel, ſhall call louder for Venge- 
ance againſt them than that innocent Blood which 
reach*d Heaven with its Voice againſt the Murde- 
rer. Briefly, whom ſo precious a Sacrifice doth not 
redeem, they are reſerved intire YVitims, whole 
Burnt-Offerings to Divine Juſtice. Every impenitent 
Unbeliever fhall be ſalted with Fire; Mark 9. 49. 


CHAP. XVI. 


* Of all the divine Perfeftions, Holineſs is peculiarly admi- 


rable. The Honoar of 1t 1s ſecured in our Redempti- 
on. Iz the bitter Sufferings of Chriſt God declared 
himſelf unappeaſable to Sin, though appeaſable 10 Sin- 
ners, The Priviledges purcbaſed by Chrift, are con- 
veyed upon terms honourable to Holineſs. Pardon of 
Sin, Adopticn, the Inheritance of Glory, are an- 
nexed to ſpecial Qualifications in thoſe who receive 
them. The Redeemer is made a quickening Princj- 
ple to inſpire us with new Life, In order th our San- 
Qification, he hath given wu the moſt perfeft Rule of 
Holineſs, he exhibited a compleat Pattern of it,- he 


 purchasd and conveys tre Spirit of Holineſs tous. He 


preſents the ſtrongeſt Motives to perſuade 4s to be holy, 
The perfe&t Laws of Chriſt are conſidered, as they en- 
join an abſclute ſeparation from all Evil, and com- 
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mand the praitice of all ſubſtantial Goodneſs. Some 
particular Precepts, which the Goſpel eſpecially en- 
forces, with the Reaſons of them, are conſidered, 


F all the Perfetions of the Deity, none is 
more worthy of his Nature, and fo peculi- 

arly admirable, as his Infinite Purity. "Tis the 
moſt ſhining Atrribate that derives a luſtre to all the 
reſt: He is glorious in Holineſs, Exod. 15.15. Wiſe 
dom degenerates into Craft, Power into Tyranny, 
Mercy loſes its Nature without Holineſs. He 
ſwears by it as his Supreme Excellency : Once have 
1 ſworn by my Holineſs, I will not lie unto David, 
Pal. 59. 35» *Tis the moſt venerable Attribute, in 
the Praiſe whereof the Harmony of Heaven agrees. 
The Angels and Saints above are repreſented, ex- 
preſſing their Extaſy and Raviſhment at the beauty 
of Holineſs. Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of Hoſts, 
The whole Earth is full of his Glory, Iſa. 6. 3. This 
he only loves and values in the Creature, being the 
Impreſſion of his moſt Divine and amiable Per- 
fetion. Inferiour Creatures have a reſemblance of 
other Divine Attributes : The Winds and Thunder 
ſet forth God's Power, the firmneſs of the Rocks, 
and the incorruptibility of the Heavens are an ob- 
ſcure repreſentation of his Unchangeableneſs ; but 
Holineſs, that is the moſt Orient-Pearl in the 
Crown of Heaven, only ſhines in the reaſonable 
Creature. Upon this account Man only 1s ſaid to 
be formed after his Image. And in Men there are ' 
ſome appearances of the Deity, that do not enti- - 
tle to his ſpecial Love. In Princes there is a ſhadow 
of his Sovereignty, yet they may be the Objedts of 
his Diſpleaſure ; but a likeneſs tro God in Holineſs 
attracts his Eye and Heart, and infinitely endears 
the Creature to him. Now this Attribute is in 
a 
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a ſpecial manner provok'd by Man's Sin, and we 
are reſtored to the Favour and Friendſhip of God, 
in ſuch a manner as may preſerve the Honour of it 
intire and inviolable, 


This will fully appear, by conſidering what our 
Redeemer ſuffered for the purchaſing our Pardon, 
and the Ferms-npon which the precious Benefits of 
his Death are conveyed to us ; and what he hath 
done to reſtore our loſt Holineſs, that we may be 
qualified for the enjoyment of God, 

1. God's Infinite Purity is declared in his Juſtice g 
in that He would not Pardon Sin, but upon ſuch 
Terms as might fully demonſtrate how odicus *twas 
tohim. What inflam'd the Wrath of God againſt 
his Beloved Son, whom by a Vaice from Heaven he 
declared to be the Obje&t of his delight ? What 
made Him incxorable to his Prayers and Tears, 
when He ſollicited the Divine Power and Love, the 
Attributes that relieve the miſerable, crying, Abba, 
Father, all things are poſſible to thee, let this Cup paſs 
from me ? What made him ſuſpend all comforting 
Influences, and by a dreadful Deſertion afflict him 
when he was environ'd with Sorrows? 'Tis Sin only 
that cauſed this fierce diſpleaſure, not z»hercnr, (for 
the Meſſiah was cut «ff, but not for bimſelf,) but im- 
puted by his voluntary undertaking for us. God ſo 
loved the World, and ſo hated Sin, that He gave his 
Son to purchaſe our Pardon by Sufferings. When 
his Compaſlions to Man were at the higheſt, yet 
then his antipathy againſt Sin was ſo ſtrong, that no 
leſs Sacrifice could reconcile Him to us, Thus God 
declared himſelf ro be unappeaſable to Sin, though 
not to Sinners, 

2. The Priviledges that are purchaſed by our Re- 
dcemer's Sufferings are diſpens'd upon thoſe terms 

: YN 2 which 


'323 The Harmony of the Otvine Attributes 
which are honourable to God's Holineſs. I will 
inſtance in the three greit Benefits of the Evangeli- 
cal Covenant : The Pardon of Sin, Adoption into 
Got's Family, and the Inheritance of Glory, all 
whichare conditional, and annext to ſpecial Qu3li- 
cations in the Perſons who havea Title to them. 

1. The Death of Chriſt is beneficial to Pardon 
and Life, only to thoſe who repent and believe. 
The Holy God will by no means ſpare the Guilty, 
that is, declare the Guilty Innocent, or forgive an 
incapable Subje&. All the Promiſes of Grace and 
Mercy are with reſpet to Repentance from dead 
Works, and to a lively Faith. The Son of God is 
made a Prince and a Saviour , to give Repentance 
and Remiſſion of Sins, And the Apoltle tells us, 
that being juſtified by Faith, we have peace with God, 
throvgh oar Lord Feſus Chriff, The firt inclydes a 
co: dial grief for Sins paſt, and ſincere effectual re- 
ſo/utions to forſake them; and hath a neceſlary 
conjinftion with Pardon, as by virtue of the Di- 
viie Command, fo from a condecency and fitneſs 
with reſpe&t to Gcd the giver of Pardon, and to 
the quality of the Bleſſing it ſelf. The other Qua- 
iification is Faith, to which Juſtification is in a 
ſpecial manner attributed 3 not in reſpe&t of Ef- 
fictency or Merit, for the Mercy of God upon 
the account of Chriſt's Satisfaction is the ſole 
Cauſe of our Pardon : But as a moral Inſtrument, 
that is the Condition upon which God abſolves 
Man from his Guilt. And this Grace of Faith, as 
it reſpects entire Chriſt in all his Offices, ſo it 
contiins the Seed and fir Life of Evangelical Obe- 
dience. It crucifies our Luſts, overcomes the 
World, works by Love, as well as juſtifies the Per- 
ſon by relying on the Merits of Chriſt for Salva- 
Lion, 

. Adop- 
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2. Adoption into God's F:mily (the purchaſe of 
Chriſt's meritorious Suffcrings, (Gal. 1. 7.) who re- 
deemed us from the Servitude of Sin and Death) is 
conferr'd upon us in Regencration. For this Prero- 
gative conliſts not meerly in an extri» ſick Relation to 
God, and a Title to the eternal Inheritance; bur in 
our Participation of the Divine Nature, whereby 
we are the living Images of God's Holinefs. Civil 
Adoption gives the title, but not the reality of a 
Son ; but the Divine is efficacious, and changes ns 
into the rea] likeneſs of our Heavenly Father. We 
cannot enter into this ſtate of Favour, but upon our 
cleanſing from all Impurity : Be ſeparate from rhe Pol. 
lutions of the prophane World, and I will receive yor., and 
will be a Father unto you, and ye ſrrall be wy Sons and 
Daughters, ſaith the Lord Almighty, 2 Cor. 6. 17, 
Theſe are the indiſpenſible Terms vpon wiiich we 
are received into that honourable Aliiance. None 
can enjoy the Priviledge, but thoſe that yield the 
Obedience of Children. | 
3. Holineſs is the Condition on which our ſutvre 
Bleſſedneſs depends. Electing Mercy doth rot pros 
duce our Glorification immediately, bur bezins in 
our Vocation and Juſtification, which are the inter- 
mediate Links in the Chain of Salvation : As natural 
Cauſes work on a diſtant Obje#, by paſſing throvgh 
the medium, God firſt gives Grace, then Glory. 
The everlaſting Covenant that is ſcaled by the Blood 
of Chriſt, eſtabliſhes the connexion between them : 
Bleſſed are the pure in kgart, for they ſhall fee God, Mar. 
5. 8. The excluſion of all others is peremptory and 
univerſal : Without Holineſs no Man ſhall fee the Lord, 
Heb. 12, t4. The Rightcouſneſs of the Kingdom is the 
only way of entring into it. A few good actions 
ſcattered in our Lives are not available, hart a courſe 


of Obedience brings to Happineſs, Tho/e wio by par 
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tient continuance in well-doing, ſcek'for Glory and Heo- 
zour, and Immortality, ſhall inherit eternal Life, Rom. 
2. 7. This is nota meer politive Appointment, but 
grounded on the unchangeable reſpe& of things. 
There is a rational convenience between Holineſs 
and Happineſs, according to the Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs of God ; and tis expreſt in Scripture by the 
natural relation of the Seed to the Harveſt, both as 
to the quality and meaſure: What a Man fows, that 
ſhall be reap, Gal. 6. 79. We muſt be like God in 
Purity, before we can be in Felicity. Indeed, *twould 
be a diſparagement to God's Holineſs, and pollute 
Heaven it ſelf, to receive unſancified Perſons, as im- 
Pure as thoſe in Hell. *Tis equally impoſſible for 
the Creature to be happy without the favour of the 
Holy God, and for God to communicate his Fayour 
to the ſinful Creatnre. Briefly, according to the 
Law of Faith, no wicked Perſon hath any right to 
the Satisfation Chriſt made, nor to the Inheritance 
he purchaſed for Believers. 

3. Man in his corrupt State is deprived of Spiri- 
tural Life, ſo that till revived by ſpecial Grace, he 
can neither obey nor enjoy God. Now the Redee- 
mer is made a quickning Principle to inſpire us with 
new Life. 

In order to our Satisfaction he hath done four 
things : 

Firſt, He hath given to us the moſt perfe&t Laws 
as the Rule of Holineſs. | 

Secondly, He exhibited the moſt compleat Pattern 
of Holineſs in his Life npon the Earth. 

Thirdly, He purchaſed and* conveys the Spirit of 
Holineſs,.to renzw, and to enable us for the perfor- 
mance of our Duties, | LS 

Fourthly, He hath preſented the ſtrongeſt Induce- 
ments and Motives to perſuace us to be Holy, © 
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f1 Contriving Dan's Redemption, 31:1 


Firſt, He hath given to Men the moſt perfe& 
Laws as the Rule of Holineſs. The principal parts 
of the Holy Life, are, ceaſing from evil and doing 
well, Iſa. 1.16, 17. Now the Commands of Chriſt 
refer to the purifying of us from Sin, and the ador- 
ning us with all Graces for the diſcharge of our uni- 
verſal Duty. ; 

1» They enjoin a real and abſolute ſeparation, 
from all filthineſs of the Fleſh and Spirit, 2 Cor. 7. 1. 
The outward and inward Man muſt bs cleanſed, not 
only from Pollutions of a deeper dy, but from all 
Carnallity and Hypocriſy. The Grace of God that 
brings Salvation hath appeared to all Men, teaching them 
to deny VUngodlineſs, and worldly Luſts, Tit. 2. 11, 12. 
All thoſe irregular and impetuous Deſires which are 
raiſed by worldly Objets, Honours, Riches and 
Pleaſures, and reign in worldly Men ; Pride, Cove- 
touſneſs and Voluptuouſneſs. The Goſpel is moſt 
clear, full and vehement, for the true and inward 
Mortification of the whole Body of Corruption, of 
every particular darling Sin. It commands us to 
Pluck our the right Eye, and to cut off the right Hand, 
Mat. $5. 29, 30. that is, to part with every grateful 
and gainful Luſt. It obliges us to crucify the Fleſh, 
with the Aﬀe&ions and Luits, Gal. 5. 2, 11. 

The Laws of Men regard external Actions as pre- 
Judicial to Societies: But of Thoughts and Reſolu- 
tions that break not forth into a&t, there can be no 
humane accuſarion and judgment ; they are exemp- 
ted from the Juriſdiftion of the Magiſtrate. But 
the Law of Chriſt reforms the Powers of the Soul, 
and all the moſt ſecret and inward motions that de- 
pend upon them. It forbids the firſt irregular Im- 
preſſions of the carnal Appetite. We mult hate 
Sin in all its degrees, ſtrangle it in the Birth, de- 
ſtroy it in the conception. We are enjoined to fly 
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the appearances and acceſſes of evil ; whatever is 
of a ſuſpicious Nature and not fully confiſtent with 
the Purity of the Goſpel, and whatever invites to 
Sin, and expoſes us to the Power of it, becomes vi- 
cious, and muſt be avoided. That glorious Purity, 
that ſhall adorn the Church when our Redeemer 
preſents it without ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, 
Epheſ. 5. 27. every Chriſtian muſt aſpire to in this 
Life. .In ſhort, the Goſpel commands us #9 to be Holy 
a God 1« Holy, 1 Pet. 1. 15. whois infinitely diſtant 
from the leaſt conceivable Pollution, 

2. The Precepts of Chriit contain all ſolid ſub- 
ſtantial Goodneſs, that is eſſentially neceſſary in or- 
der to our ſupreme Happineſs, and prepares us for 
the Life of Heaven, In his Sermon on the Mount, 
he commends to vs Humility, Meckneſfs and Mercy, 
Peaceableneſs and Patience, and doing good for 
evil, which are ſo many Beams of God's Image, the 
RefleQions of his Goodneſs upon intelligent Crea- 
tures. And that comprehenſive Precept of the Apo- 
ſtle deſcribes the Duties of all Chriſtians : Mhatſo- 
ever things are true, Phil. 4. 8. Truth is the-principal 
Character cf our Profeſſion, and is to be expreſt in 
our Words and Actions : Whatſoever things are honeſt, 
or venerable, z. e. anſwer the Dignity of our High- 
calling, and agree with the Gravity and Comelineſs 
of the Chriſtian Profeſſion : Whatſcever things are juſt, 
according to' Divine and Humane Laws: Whatſoever 
rhings are pure, we muſt preſeve the Heart, the 
Hand, the Tongue, the Eye, from ImpuritF : Whar- 
ſoever things are lovely and of good report ſome Gra- 
ces are amiable and attractive in the view of Men, 
as eafineſs to pardon, a readineſs to oblige, Com- 
paſſion ro the aſflicted, liberality to the neceſſitous, 
ſweetneſs of Converſation without gall and bitter- 
neſs; theſe are of univerſal eſteem with _— 
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and ſoften the moſt ſavage tempers : 1f there be any 
Pertur, ard if there be any Praiſe, think on theſe things. 
And St. Peter excites Believers, to join to their Faith, 
by which the Goſpel of Chriſt is embrac'd, intelle- 
frual and moral Vertues, without which *tis but a 
vain Picture of Chriſtianity : Aad ro your Faith Ver- 
tue, and to Vertne Knowledge, and to Knowledge Tempe- 
rance, and to Temperance Patience, and to Patience 
C oalineſs, and to Godlineſs Brotherly- Kindneſs, and to 
Brotherly- Kindneſs Charity, 2 Pet. 1. 5. Heenforces 
the Command ; Give all diligence that theſe things 4- 
bourd in you, and ye ſhall neither be barren nor unfruit- 
ful in the Knowledge of Chriſt, Now theſe Graces pu- 
rify and perfe&t, refine and raiſe the humane Na- 
ture, and without a Command their Goodneſs is a 
ſtrong Obligation. 

| will take a more diſtinct view of the Precepts 
of Chriſt as they are ſet. down in that excellent A- 
bridgment of them by the Apoſtle. The Grace of 
Goa that bringeth Salvation hath appeared to all Men, 
reaching us, that denying Vngoalineſs and worldly Luſts, 
we ſhould live Soberly, Righteouſly, and Goaly in this 
preſent World, Tit. 2.11, 12. 

Here 1s a diſtrihution of onr Duties with reſpect 
to their ſeveral Objeas, our flves, others, and 
God. The firſt are regulated by Temperance, the 
ſecond by Juſtice, the third by Gcdlineſs. And 
from the accompliſhment of theſe is formed that Ho= 
lineſs without which no Man ſhall ſee God. 

1. In reſpe& to our ſelves, we muſt live ſoberly. 
Temperance governs the ſenſua] appetites and Af- 
fetions by ſantified Reaſon. The Goſpel allows 
the ſober and chaſte uſe of Pleaſures, but abſolutely 
and ſeverely forbids all exceſs in thoſe that are law- 
ful, and abſtinence from all that are unlawful, that 
ſtain and vilify the Scal, and alienate it from —_ 
crie 


- 314 The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 


verſe with God, and mortify its taſt to ſpiritual De. 
lights. By ſenſual complacency Man firſt loſt his In. 
nocence and Happineſs, and till the Fleſh is ſubdued 
to the Spirit, he can never recover them. The car- 
nal Mind is Enmity again#t God. Fleſhly Luſts war a= 
gain#t the Soul, 1 Pet. 2.11. Therefore we are ur- 


ged with the moſt affetionate earneſtneſs, to abſtain 


from them, by withdrawing their Incentives, and 
crucifying our corrupt Inclinations. In ſhort, the 
Law of Chriſt obliges us, as to deal with the Body 
as an Enemy, (that is diſpoſed to revolt againſt the 
Spirit) by watching over all our Senſes, leſt they 
ſhould betray us to Temptations ; ſo to preſerve it 
as a thing conſecrated to God, from all Impurity, 
that will render it unworthy the Honour of being 
the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt. 

2. Weare commanded tofive Righteouſly, in our 
relation to others. Juſtice is the ſupreme Virtue 
of humane Life, that renders to every one what 
is due. The Goſpel gives Rules for Men in every 
ſtate and place, to do what Reaſon requires. As 
no condition 1s excluded from its Bleſſedneſs, ſo e- 
very one 1s obliged by its Precepts. Subjeats are 
commanded to obey all the lawful Commands of Ay- 
thority, and zo rc/i57, Rom. 13. 1. and that upon 
the ſtrongeſt Motive, rot only for Wrath but for Cone 
ſeience ſake, Ver. 5. They muſt obey Man for God's 
fake, but never diſobey God far Man's ſake. And 
Princes are obliged to be an encouragement to good 
Works, and a Terror to the evil, Rom. 13. 3. that 
thoſe who are under them may lead a quiet and peaceable 
Life, in all Godlineſs and Honeſty, 1 Tim. 2, 2. It 
enjoins all the reſpe&ive Dnties of Husbands and 
Wives, Parents and Children, Maſters and Servants. 
And that in all contraQts and commerce none defraud 

| | __ | bis 
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T bis Brother (4): accordingly in the eſteem of Chri- 


ſtians, he is more religious whois the more righteous . 
than others. Briefly, Chriſtian Righteouſneſs is 
not to be meaſured by the rigor of Laws, but by that 
Rule of univerſal Equity delivered, by our Saviour, 
Whatſoever you would have others dot Jopsf0 it to them, 

Mat. 7. 12 ; i 
3. We are inſtructed by the Law of Chriſt to 
live Godly. This part of our Duty reſpefts our 
Apprehenſions, Aﬀe&tions and Demeanour to God, 
which muſt be ſuitable to his glorious PerfeQions. 
The Goſpel hath revealed them clearly to us, viz. 
the Unity, Simplicity, Eternity and Purity of the 
Divine Natore ; that it ſubſiſts in three Perſons, the 
Father, Son, and Spirit; and his Wiſdom, Power, 
and Goodneſs in the Work of our Redemption. It 
requires that we pay the ſpecial Zonoxr that is due to 
God, in the eſteem and Veneration of our Minds, in 
the Subje&tion of our Wills, in the aſcent of our Af- 
fections to him as their proper Obje&t. That we 
have an intire Faith in his Word, a firm Hope in his 
Promiſes, a holy Jealouſy for his Honour, a religi- 
ous care in his Service ; And that we expreſs our Re- 
verence, Love and Dependance on him in our Pray- 
ers and Praiſes. That our Worſhip of Him be in 
ſuch a manner, as becomes God who receives it, and 
Man that preſents it. God is a pure Spirit, and Man is 
a reaſonable Creature, therefore he muſt worſhip him in 
Spirit and Truth. And ſince Man in his fallen State can- 
not approach the holy and juſt God without a Medi- 
ator, he is direQed by the Goſpel to addreſs himſelf 
to the Throne of Grace, in the Name of the Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, who alone can reconcile our Perſons, and ren- 
der our Services acceptable with his Father. 
REL its To oo moe: y Be- 
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Beſides the immediate Service of the Deity, God- 
lineſs includes the propenſion and tendency of the 
Soul to him in the whole Converſation 3 and it con- 
tains three things : | 

I. That our Obedience proceeds from Love to 
God as its vital Principle. This muſt warm and a- 


nimate the external action : This alone makes Obe- 


dience as delightful to us, ſo pleaſing to God. He 


ſhews Mercy to thoſe who love him, and keep his Com-, 


manaments, Exod, 20. 6. Faith worketh by Love, and 
enclines the Soul to obey with the ſame Afﬀection 
that God enjoyns the Precept. 

2, That all our Converſation be regulated by his 
Will as the Rule. He is our Father and Sovereign, 
and the reſpect to his Law, gives to every action the 
formality of Obedience. We muſt chuſe our Duty, 
becauſe he commands it : Whatſoever ye do in word, 
or deed, do all in the Name of the Lord Jeſus4 that 1s, 
for his Command, and by his Aſſiſtance, 


3. Thar the Glory of God be the ſupreme End of - 


all our Actions. This Qualification muſt adhere 
not only to neceſſary Duties, but to our natural and 
Civil Actions. Our Light muſt ſo ſhine before Men, 
that they may ſee our good Works, and glorify our Father 
which 1s in Heaven, Mat. 5. 16. Whether we eat or 
arink, or whatſoever we do, all muſt be done, in a re- 
gular and due proportion, 10 the Glory of God, 1 Cor. 
Io. 31. A general Deſignation of this is abſolutely 
requilite, (1 Pet. 4. 11.) and the renewing of our 
Intentions aftrally in matters of moment. For He 
being the ſole Anthor of cur Lives and Happinels, 
we caunot without extreme Ingratitude and Diſobe- 
dience, neglet to olopify Hin 17 our Bodies and Spirits 
whici arc bis, 1 Cor. 6. 19, 20. 

This Religious tendency of the Soul to God, as 
the Supreme Lard and our wimoſt End, ſanQifes 
Our 
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our Actions, and gives an excellency to them above 
what is inherent in their own Nature. Thus moral 
Duties towards Men, when they are diretted to God 

come Divine, Heb. 13. 16, ACts of Charity are 
ſo many ſacred Oblations to the Deity. Men are 
but the Altars upon which we lay our Preſents : God 
receives them, as if immediately offer'd to his Ma- 
jeſty, and conſumed to his Honour. Such was the 


+ Charity of the Philippians towards the reilef of the 


Apoſtle, which he calls a Odour of a ſweet ſmell, a 
Sacrifice acceptable, well-pleaſing to God, Phil. 4. 18. 
The ſame Bounty was an Att of Compaſſion to Man, 
and Devotion to God. This changes the Nature of 
the meaneſt and moſt troubleſome things. What 


was more vile and harſh than the employment of a 


Slave? yet a reſpe&t to God makes It a Religious 
Service, that is, the moſt noblz and voluntary of all 
humane AQtions. For the Believer addreſling hzs ſer- 
vice to Chrit, Epheſ. 6.5. and the Infidel only to 
his Maſter, he doth chearfully what the other doth 
by conſtraint, and adorns the Goſpel of God our Saws- 
our, Tit. 2.10. as truly as if he were ina higher 
condition. 

All Vertnes are of the ſame Deſcent and Family, 
though in reſpe& of the matter about which they 
are converſant, and their exerciſe, they are diffe- 
rent. Some are heroical, ſome are humble; and the 
loweit being conducted by Love to God in the mea- 


neſt Offices, ſhall have an eternal Reward. In ſhort, 


Piety is the Principle and chief Ingredient of Righ- 
teouſneſs and Charity to Men. For, ſince God is 
the Author of our common Nature, and the Relati- 
ons whereby we are united one to another, tis ne- 
cellary that a regard to him ſhould be the fi-#, and 
have an influence upon all other Duties. 
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I ſhall further conſider ſome particular Precepts, 
which the Goſpel doth eſpecially enforce upon us, 
and the Reaſons of them. 

1. That concerning Humility, the peculiar Grace 
of Chriſtians, ſo becoming our State as Creatures 
and Sinners ; the parent and nurſe of other Graces ; 
that preſerves in us the Light of Faith, and the heat 
of Love ; that procures Modeſty in Proſperity, and 
Patience in Adverſity 3 that is the Root of Grati- 
tude and Obedience, and is fo lovely in God's Eyes, 
that he gives Grace to the Humble, This our Saviour 
makes a neceſſzry qualification in all thoſe who ſhall 
enter into his Kingdom : Except ye be converted and 
become as little Children, ye ſhall not enter into the King- 
dom of Heaven, Mat. 18. 3. As by Humiliy he 
purchas'd our Salvation, ſo by that Grace we poſſeſs 
it. And ſince Pride ariſes out of Ignorance, the 
Goſpel to cauſe in us a juſt and lowly ſenſe of our 
Unworthineſs, diſcovers the Nakedneſs and Miſery 
of the humane Nature, deveſted of its primitive 
Righteouſneſs. It reveals the tranſmiſſion of Origi- 
nal Sin, from the firſt Man to all his Poſterity, 
wherewith they are infe&ted and debaſed; a Myſte- 
ry ſo far from our knowledge, that the participation 
of it ſeems impoffible, and unjuſt to carnal Reaſon : 
We are dead in Sins and Tresþ:fſes, Epheſ. 2. with- 
out any Spiritual Strength to perform our Duty. 
The Goſpel aſcribes all that is good in Man to the 
free and powerful Grace of God : He works in us to 
will and to do of his good pleaſure, Phil. 2. 12. He 
gives Grace to ſome, becauſe he is good ; denies it to 


.- others, becauſe he is juſt ; but doth injury to none, 


becauſe all being guilty, he ows it to none. Grace 
in its Being and Activity entirely depends upon him. 
As the drowſy Sap is drawn forth into flouriſhing 


.and Fruitfulneſs by the approaches of the Sun : So 
ha- 
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habitual Grace is drawn forthinto a& by the preſence 
and influences of the Sun of Righteouſneſs. With- 
out me, Our Saviour tells kis Diſciples, (Fobn 15. 5.) 
you can do nothing. 1 have laboured more abundantly 
than they all, ſaith the Apoſtle, r Cor. 11, 13. yet 
not I, but the Grace of God in me. The Operations 
of Grace are ours, but the Power that enables us is 
from God. Our preſervation from Evil, and Perſe- 
verance in good, is a moſt free nnmerrited Favonr, 
the effe& of his renewed grace in the courſe of our 
Lives. Without his ſpecial aſſiſtance, we ſhould e- 
very hour forſake him, and provoke him to forſake 
us. As the Iron cannot aſcend or hang in the Air 
longer than the virtue of the Loadſtone draws it ; 
ſo our AﬀeCtions cannot aſcend to thoſe glorious 
things that are above, without the continually at- 
tracting Power of grace. *Tis by humble Prayer 
wherein we acknowledge our wants and unworthi- 
neſs, and declare our dependence upon the Divine 
Mercy and Power, thar we obtain grace, Now 
from theſe Reaſons the Goſpel commands Humility, 
in our demeanour towards God and Men. And if 
we ſeriouſly conkder them, how can any crevice be 
opened in the Heart for the leaſt breath of Pride to 
enter ? How can a poor diſeaſed Wretch that hath 
neither Mony, nor can by any induſtry procure 
Nouriſhment, or Phyſick for his deadly Diſeaſes, 
and receives from a merciful Perſon not only Food, 
but Sovereign Medicines brought from another 
World (for ſuch is the divine Grace ſent to us from 
Heaven) without his deſert, or poſlibilicy of retribu- 
t:0n, be proud towards his Benefactor ? How can 
he that only lives upon Alms, boaſt that he is rich ? 
How can a Creature be proud of the pifrs of God, 
which it cannot poſſeſs without Humility, and with- 
out acknowledging that they are derived from Mer- 
43: 
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cy ? If we had continued in our Integrity, the 
Praiſe of all had been entirely due to God ; for 
our Faculties and the excellent Diſpolſitions that 
fitted them for Ation, were beſtowed upon us free- 
ly by Him, and depended upon his Grace in their 
exerciſe, Bur there is now greater reaſon to attri- 
bute the Glory of all our Goodneſs ſolely to him : 
For he revives our dead Souls by the power of the 
Spirit, of the SanQifying Spirit, without which 
we are to every good Work reprobate. Since all our 
Spiritual Abilities are Graces, the more we have re- 
ceived, the more we are obliged , and- therefore 
ſhovld be more humble and thankful to the Au- 
thor of them, And in comparing our ſelves with 
others, the Goſpel forbids all prond Reflections 
that we are dignified above them : For, who ma- 
kcth tree ro differ from anaher ? And what ha$t thou 
that thou didFt not receive? And if thuu didS$t receive 
it, why doſt thou glory, as if thou had$t not recaved 
it ? If God diſcern one frcem another by ſpecial 
Gifts, the Man hath nothing of his own that makes 
him excellent. Although Inherent Graces com- 
mand a reſpe& from others to the Perſon in whom 
they ſhine, yet he that poſſeſſes them, ought rather 
to conſider himſelf in thoſe Qualities that are na- 
tural, and make him like the worlt, than in thoſe 
that are Divine, proceeding from the ſole Favour of 
God, and that exalt him above them. 

Add further, that God hath ordained in the Go- 
ſpel Repentance and Faith, which are humbling 
Graces, ta be the Conditions of our obtaining Par- 
don. By Repentance we acknowledge that if we 
arecondemned ?cis Juſt Severity, and if weare ſaved 
"tis rich Mercy. And Faith abſolutely excludes 
bcaſting. For it ſuppoſes the Creature guilty , 
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God, upon tie account of our Crucified Redcemer. 
The Benefir, and the Manner of our receiving It, 
was tipy fied in the miracualous cure of the liraelites 
by looking up to the Brafen Serpent. For the act 
of ſceing is performed by recetving the Images deri- 
ved from Objects: *Tis rather a Paſſion than an 
Action, that it might appear that the healing Vir- 
tue was meerly from the Power of God, and the 
Honour of 1t intirely his. In ſhort, God had re- 
ſpect to the lowlineſs of this Grace, in appointing 
it to be 1he Qualification of a Juſtified Perion : For 
the moſt firm reliance on God's Mercy, 1s always 
joyned with the ſtrongeſt renouncing of cur own 
Merits. Bricfly, to excite Humility in us, the Go- 
ſpzl tells us, that the Glorions Reward is from 
rich Bounty and Liberality : The Gift of Ged 1s E= 
rernal Life through Jeſus Chrift our Lord, Rom. 6. 23. 
As the EleQtion of us to Glory, ſo the actual poſ- 
{cſſion of ir proceeds from pure Favour. There 1s 
no more proportion between all our Services, and 
that High and Eternal Felicity ; than between the 
running a few ſteps, and the obtaining an Impert- 
al Crown, Indeed not only Heaven, but all the 
Graces that are neceſſary to pu: ify and prepare us 
for it, we receive from naJeſtrv.d Mercy. So that 
God crowns in us 4:3. cur proper Works, but his 
own proper Gifts. 

2. The Goſpel ſtritiy commands S2lf-dental, 
when the Hotovr of God and Ruligion is concer- 
ned. Jeſus reiis his Diſciples, Mai 16. 24 If any 
Ain will come after me, let n;m aery hi:fclf, and rake 
up his Croſs and follow me. Lite, and all the Com- 
forts of ir, Eſtates, Honovrs, Relations, Pleaſures 
muſt be pur under our feet, to tzke the firſt ſtep 
with our Redeemeer. This tis abſolutely neceſſary 
to the being of a Chriſtian, In the Pt <op_—_ 
Y C 
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of his Mini, wh the Reſolution of his Will, he 
matt live a Martyr z and whenſocver\his Duty re- 
quires, n2 mult break all the Rerinacula Vite, the 
Voluntary Bands that faſten us to the World, and 
dic a Martyr, rather than ſuffer a Divorce to be 
mice b-tween his Heart and Chritt., Whatſoever 
15 molt cſkecmed and loved in the World, muſt be 
parted with as a Snare, if it temprs us from our 
Obedience; or oftered up as a Sacrifice, when the 
Glory of God calls for ir. And this command that 
appears {9 hard to fenuſe,. 1s molt juſt and reaſfo- 
nable: For God hath by fo many Titles a right to 
us, that we on3it to make an intire Dedication of 
our ſelves ani our moſt valuable Intereſts to him, 
Our Redeemer infinitely denied himſelf to fave us, 
and "tis moſt juſt we ſhould in gratitude deny our 
{elves to ſerve him. Befides, an infinite Advan- 
tage redounds to us: For onr Saviour aſſures us, 
Mat. 16. 25. that whiſocver will ſave his Life, when 
"ts inconliftent with the performance of his Duty, 
{nail loſe ” and winſozucr will loſe his Life for his 
ſie, frail tf 4 it. Now what is more prudent, 
tian of two Evils that are propounded, to chuſe the 
leaſt? that is, Temporal Death, rather than Eter- 
nil; and of two Goods that are offered to our 
ch ice, to prefer the greater, a Life in Heaven be- 
fore-that on the Earth. Eſpecially if we conſider, 
that we mult ſhortly yield the preſent Life to the 
Inirmitics of Nature; and "ts the richeſt Traflick 
to exchange that which is frail and mortal, for that 
which remains in its perſcction for ever. 

3. Tre Gvipel enjoyns Univerſal Love among 
Men. This ts that Fire which Chrift came to kindle 
upon the Forth; Roi. 13. S, 9. "tis the abridgment 
of all Chritiin Perfettion, the fuliilling of the Di- 
vinc Law, for all the particular Precepts are in ſub- 
 ttance 
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- ſtance, Love. He that loves his Neighbour, will 


have a tender regard to his Life, Honour and 
Eſtate, which is the ſum of the ſecond Table. 
The extent of our Love muſt be to all thar partake 
of the ſame common Nature, The univerſal con- 
ſinguinity between Men, ſhould make us regard 
them as our Allies. Every Man that. wants our 
help, is our Neighbour. Do good to all, is the com- 
mand of the Apoſtle, Gal. 6. 10. For the quality 
of our Love, it muſt be unfeigned, without diſſimula- 
tion, 1 Pet. 1. 22. The Image of it in Words, 
without real effeats, provokes the Divine Diſplea- 
ſure: For as all falihood is odious to the God of 
Truth, ſoeſpecially the counterfeiting of Chzrity, 
that is, the Impreſſion of his Spirit, and the Seal of 
his Kingdom. A ſincere pure Afﬀcttion that rejoy- 
ces at the Good, and reſents the Evils of others 
as our own, and expreſſes it ſelf in all real Offices, 
not for our private ReſpeCts, bur their Benefir, is 
required of us. - And as to the degree of our Love, 
we are commanded above all thines to have fervent 
Charity among our ſelves (r), This principally re- 
ſpets Chriſtians, who are united by ſo many ſa- 
cred and amia'1- bands, as beinz formed of the 
ſame Eternal Seed, Children of the ſame Heaven= 
ly Father, and joynt- Heirs of the ſame Glorious 
Inheritance. Chriſtian Charicy hath a more noble 
Principle than the Aﬀections of Nature; for ir 
proceeds from the Love of God ſhed abroad in 
Believers, to make them one Heart and one Soul : 
and a more Divine Patern, the Ex2mpie of Chrilt 3 
who hath by his Sufferings reſtored us to the Fa- 
vour of God, that we ſhould love oae another as 
V 2 Re 


(r)1 P:t, 4. 8. Tot & tanta Chriſtizna numinis chariſime 
ViICula, Auzajt, 
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He hath loved ns. This Duty is moſt ſtriatly in- 
join'd, for withont Love Angelical Eloquence is 
but. an empty note, (1 Cor. 13.) and all other 
Vertues have but a falſe Luſtre; Propneſy, Faith, 
Knowledge, Miracles, the higheſt outward Acts of 
Chaiity or Scli denial, the piving our Eſtates to 
the Poor, or Bodies to Martyrdom, are neither 
pleaſing to God, nor profitable to him tiat does 
them. 

Beiides, That ſerial Branch of Love, the fore 
2iving of Injurics, is the peculiar Law cf our $a- 
viour. For the whole World conſcats to the re- 
curcing Evil for Evil. The vicious Love of onr ſelves 
makes us very ſenhible, and according to our per- 
verſe Judgments, to revenze an Injury ſcems as 
juſt as ro requite a Benefit, From hence Revenge is 
the moſt rebellious and obſtinate Paſſion. An Of. 
fence remains as a Thorn in the Mind, that inflames 
and torments it, till "tis appealed by a Vindicati- 
on. *Fis more ditficult to overcome the Spirit, thai 
to gain a Battcl, We are apt to revolve in our 
thoughts Injuries that have been done to us, and 
after a long diſtance of time the Memory repre- 
ſents them as freih as at the firſt. Now the Go- 
ſpel commands a heerty and intire forgivencſs of 
Injuries, though repcated never ſo often, ro ſe- 
wventy ſeven times, and allews not the leaſt liberty of 
private Revenges. We muſt not only quench the 
Fire of Anger, but kindle the Fire of Love to- 
wards our greateſt Enemies. 7 ſay unto you, Love 
your Enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, do good to 
toem that hate you, pray for them which deſpitefully 
uſe you and perſecute. you, Mat. 5. 44. This is ur- 
ged from the conlideration of God's forgiving 4, 
Col. 3. 13. who being infinitely provoked, yet 
pardons innumerable Faults to tus, moved only by 
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his Mercy. And how reaſonable is it that we ſhould 
at his Command remit a few faui-'s to our Brethren 2 
To extingntſh the ſtrong inclination that is in cor- 
rupt Nature to Revenge, our Saviour h«th fiinen- 
ded the Promiſe of Pardon to us vn97t our par- 
doning others. For if ye forgive der their Trefe 

paſſes, your Heavenly Father will aiſ» forgive you, put 
if ye forgive not their Treſpaſſis, neither will your Father 
Joreive your Treſpaſſes, He that is cruel to an*o mee 
cannot expect Mercy, but in every Prayer to Go 
indites himſelf, and virtually pronounces his ow a 
Condemnation, 

4- Tne Goſyzl enjoins Contentme-t in every 
ſtate, which is our great Doty and Felicity, main= 
ly infinential upon our whole Lite to prevent both 
Sin and Miſery: Be cearent with ſuch things as you 
have, for he hath ſaid, 1 will never leave thee, 07 
forlave thee, Heb 13 5. It forbids al] Murm: incs. 
againſt Providence, which is the Sced of Rebellion, 
and all anxious thonghts concerning things future : 
Take ao thought for to morrum, Mat. 6. 31. We 
ſhould not anticipate Evils by cur Appic:enlions 

and Fears, they come faſt enough; nor retail 
their afliting memory, to imbitter our Lives, they 
ſtay long enough : Sufficient for the d.y 3s the eril 
thereof. Our corrupt D-lires re vaſt and reltleis 
25 the Sea, and when contradicted, they b-tray us 
to Diſcoatent and Diſobedience. The Gv»/fidl 
therefore retrenches all inordinire Aﬀetions, and 
vehemently condemns Covetouſneſs, as a Vice not 
to be named among Satnts but with abhorrency. It 
diſcovers to us molt clearly, that temporal * ings 


are not the materials of our Happineſs : For Te 


Son of God voluntarily denied himſelf the erj>y- 
menz of them. Ana as the higheſt Stars are in 
much diſtant from an Feclipſe, as icy 2re above the 
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Shadow of the Earth; ſo the Soul that in its. e- 
ſteem and deſires is above the World, its Bright- 
neſs and Joy cannot be darkened or eclipſed by 
any Accidents there. The Goſpel forbids all vain 
Sorrows, as well as vain Pleaſures; and diſtin- 
guiihes real Godlineſs from- an appearance by 
Contentment as its inſeparable Character. Godli- 
nejs with content 15 great gain, 1 Tim. 6. 6. When 
we are in the ſaddeſt Circumſtances, our Saviour 
commands us 70 poſſeſs our Souls in Patience, Luk. 12, 
I9. to preſerve a calm Conſtitution of Spirit , 
which no Storms from without can diſcompoſe. 
For this end he aſſures us that nothing comes to 
paſs without the Knowledge and Efficiency, or at 
leaſt, Permiſſion of God: That the Huirs of our 
Flexd are numbred, aud not one falls to the Farth 
without bis Licence, Now the ſcrious belief of a 
Wiſe, Juſt, and Powerful Providence, that governs 
all Things, hath a mighty efficacy to maintain a 
conſtant tranquillity and equal temper in the Soul 
amidſt the confuſions of the World. God works all 
things according to the Counſel of his ewn Will : Ephel. 
1.11. and if we could diſcover the immediate 
Reaſons of every Providence, we cannot have 
more ſatisfaQtion than from this General Principle, 
that 1s applicable to all as Light to every Colour, 
That what God doth is always beſt This reſolves 
all the Doubts of the moſt intangl:d Minds, and 
rectifics our falie Judgments. From hence a Be- 
liever hath as true cortent in complying with 
God's Will, as if God had complied with his, en4 
' reconciled to every Condiiion. Beſides, th? 
Goſpel aſſures Vs) T nat a1 things =  togerber for 
the good of thoſe that love God, Rom. 8. 23. For 
their Spiritual Gond et preſent, by weak ening 
their Cot ruptions ; | bor Ainiction is a kind of ma- 
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[1 Tontriving 05an's Revenibiton, 3257 
rage, by which the ſenfaal part is exerciſed and 
matie pliable to the motions of the Spirit: And by 
increaſinz their Graces, the unvalucbic Treafurcs 
of Heaven. If rhe deareſt Objzcts cf onr Aﬀf- 
ictions, the moſt worthy of onr Love and Griet, 
are taken away, ?tis for this reaſon, that God may 
have our Love himſelf in its m-ſt intenſe and in- 
tamed degre?, And Afﬀflitions are in order t9 
their Everjailing Good. Now the certain cX- 
pectation of a bleſſed iſſve onr of all Troubl.s, 
is to the Heart of a Chriſtian as the putting a 
Rudder to a Ship, which withont it 1s expoſed 
to the fury of. the Winds and in continual dan- 
2ers, but by its guidance makes uſe of cve- 
ry Wind to convey it to its Port. Hope pro- 
ances not only Acquieſcence, ( Km. 12. 12.) but 
Joy in the ſharpeſt Tribulations. For evcry true 
Chriſtian being ordained to a Glorious and Super- 
natural Blefſedneſs hereafter ; all things tat befal 
them here below as Means, orc reeniatcd and. 
transformed into the natnre of the End to which 
they carry them, Accordingly the Apoltie eflures 
us,.2 Cor. 4, 17. That our light Aﬀitiions wi are bit 
for a moment, work for us a far murc exueed; 7 419 ere 
azl weiabe of Glory. To conlider this Liic as the pat- 
ſage to another that is as durable as Eternity, and 
as bleſſed as the Enjoyment of God can make 1t 3 
that the preſent Miſerics have a final reſpect to fn- 
tare Happineſs, will change our Opinion abut 
tnem, and render them not only tolerable, but fo 
far amiable as they are inſtrumental an: prepar:- 
tory for it. If the Bloody, as well as the Stlksy 
way, leads to God's Throne, a Chriſtian willingly 
walks init, In ſhort, A lively Hop? accompanies 
a Chriſtian to his laſt expiring Breath, till it 15 con- 
ſummatcd in Celcſtial fruition, So that Death it 
"SO 3 Y 4 {clf, 
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felf, the univerſal Terror of Mankind, is made de- 
ſirable as an entrance into Immortality, and the 
firſt day of our Triumph. Thus I have conhdered 
ſome particular Precepts of Chriſt, which are of 
greateſt uſe for the government of our Hearts and 
Lives; and the Reaſons npon which they are 
grounded to make them eife&tual. Now to diſco- 
ver more fally th compleatneſs of the Evangelical 
Rule, I will conſider it with reſpec to the Law jof 
Moſes, and the Philoſophy of the Hcathens. 


CHAP. XVIb 


The Piarſetion of Chriſt's Laws appears by compa- 
rins them mith the Precepts of Moſes. The 
Temple- Service was manag'd with Pump ſuitable 
ro the diſpoſution of the Jews, and the diſperſation 
of the Law. The Chriſtian Service zs Pure ana 
Spiritual, The Levitical Cerewnies and Orna- 
ments are excluded from it, not only as unneceſſary, 
but inconſiſtent with its Spirituality, The Qbl:garion 
#0 the Rituals of Moſes 7s aboliji'd, to 1-r0d:ce 
real Rio!nteonjneſs. The Inaulzence of Polygamy 
and Divorce 1s taken away by Curiit, and Marriage 
reſtored to its Prinitive Purity. He clearcd the 
Law from the darkeni:g Gloſles of the Phariſees : 
And enforced it by new Obvligatioas, The Law of 
Chriſt excecds the Rules waich the highesÞ Maiters 
of Morality in the School of Nature ever preſcri- 
bed.” Philoſephy 1s defective as to' Picty, and in 
feveral thirgs contrary to it. Pliloſophers ae!rre- 
red unworthy Conceptiens of God. Philoſophy doth 
not enjnn the Love of God, which is the firſt ard 
great Command of the Natural Law. Philoſophers 

lay down the ſervile Mixim, To comply with the 
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{n Contriving Pan's Redemptton. 329 
common Idelatry. They arrogated to themſclues the 
Praiſe of their Vertue and Happineſs. Philoſophy 
doth rot propound the Glory of God for the Supreme 
End of all Humane Actions. Philoſophy js defeive 
as to the Duties reſpefting our ſelves and others, It 
allows the fir8F ſinful motions of the luwer Appaites, 
The Stoicks renounce the Paſſions. Philoſophy inſuf- 
ficient to form the Soul to Patience and Content un- 
der Aﬀfiictions 3 and to ſupport in the hour of Death. 
A RefleQtion upon ſome Immoral Maxims of the 
ſeveral S:4s of Philoſophers. 


FI'HE Perfection of the Laws of Chriſt will fur- 

ther appear, by comparing them with the Pre- 
cepts of Moſes, and with the Rulcs which the high- 
eſt Maſters of Morality in the School of Nature 
have preſcribed for the direQting our Lives, The 
Goſpel exceeds the ofaical Inſtitution : 

1, In ordaining a Service that 1s pure, ſpiritnal, 
and dimne, conſiſting in the Contemplition, Love 
and Praiſes of God, ſuch as the holy Angels perform 
above. The Temple-ſervice was managed with 
Pomp and external Magnificence, ſuitable to the diſ- 
poſition of thar People and the diſpenſation of the 
Law. The Church was then i ws Infant-ſtate, as 
Sr. Paul expreſſes it : And that Age is more wrought 
on by Senſe than Reaſon : For ſuch is the ſubordi- 
nation of our Faculties, that the vegetarive firſt 
Aqts, then the ſenſiive, then the rarional, as the 
Organs appointed for its uſe acquire Perfection. The 
Knowledge of the Jews was obicure and imperfect, 
and the external part of their Religion was ordered 
in ſuch a manner, that the Senſes were much affe- 
ted. Their Lights, Perfoymes, Mulick and Secri- 
fices were the proper entertainment of their exrernal 
Faculties. Beſides, being encompaſt with N:cions 
| | Wwe 
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whoſe Service to their Idols was full of Ceremonies, 


to render the Temptation ineffc&tual, and rake off 


from the efficacy of thoſe Allurements which might 
feduce them to the imitation of Idolatry, God or- 
daincd his Service to be performed with great ſplen- 
dour, Add further, the Diſpenſation of the Law 
was typical and myſterizms, repreſenting by .vilidle 
material Objects, and their Power to raviſn the Sen- 
ſes, Spiritual things, and their efttcacy to work up- 
on the Soul. But our Redeemer hath rent the Veil, 
and brought forth Hcavenly things into a fuil Day, 
and the cleareſt Evidence. Whereas Moſes was ve- 


ry exact in deſcribing the numerous Ceremonies of 


the Jewiſh Religion, the quality of their Sacrifices, 
the Place, the Perſons by whom they mult be prepa- 
red and preſented to the Lord : We are now com- 
manded to draw near to God with cleanſed Hands 
and purificd Hearts, and that Men pray every where, 
lifting up holy Hands, without wrath and doubting, FE 
very Place is a Temple, and every Chriſtian a Prieſt, 
to offer up Spiritaal Incenſe to God. The moſt of 
the Levitical Ceremonies and Ornaments are exclu- 
d:d from the Chriitian Service, not only as unnecei- 
fary, bur inconfiſtert with its Spiritualneſs: As 
Paint, they corrupt the native Beauty of Religion. 
The Apeſtl tells us, that humane ne was not 
uſed inthe firſt preaching of the Goſpel, 11> ir ould 
render the truth of it uncertain, and rob the Croſs of 
hriſt of its Glory in converting the World: For 
there might be ſome Pretence to imagine, that Twas 
not the ſypernatural virtue of the DoErin, and the 
efficacy of its Reaſons,but the Artifice of Orators that 
overcame the Spirits of Men. So, if the Service of 
the Goſpel were made fo pompous, the Worinip- 
pers would be enclined to believe, that the external 
part was the moi principal, and to cantent tnem- 
iclves 
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in Contriving Pan's Redemviton. 5331 
ſ-lves in that without the Aims and Aﬀections of 
the Soul, which are the Life of all our Services Be- 
ſides, npon another account outward Pomp in Re» 
ligion 1s apter to quench than enfiame Devotion: 
For we are fo compounded of Fleſh and Sjricit, that 
when the corporeat Faculties are vehcmently affected 
with their _ *£1s Very hard for the Spiritual 
to att with equal vigour ; there ing ſuch Com- 
merce between the Fancy and the cutward Senſes, 
that they are never exerciſed in the rec-ption of 
their Obje&ts, bur the Imavination is drawn that 
way, and c2nnor preſent to rne Mind diſtinaly and 
with the calmneſs thzt 15 requifite, thoſe: things on 
whica our Thovghts fhoald be fixt. But whien thoſe 
diverting ObjeRs are removed, the Son] dire*ty al- 
cends to God, and Jnoks on him as the Searcher and 
Jadge of the Heart ; and worihips kim proportiona- 
bly to his Perfections, That this was the Delign 
of Chriſt, appears particularly in the Inſtitntion of 
the Sacraments, which he ordained in a merciful 
Condeſcenſion to our preſent State : For there is a 
natural Deſire in us to hve Pjedges of things pro- 
miſed; therefore he was pleaſed to aud to the De- 
claration of his Will in the Gof ſpel the Sacraments, 
as confirming Seals of his Love; by which the Ap= 
plication of h1s Benefits is more ſpect], and the re- 
preſentetion more lively, than that which is mcerly 
by the Word. Bur they are few in number, only 
Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, fimple in Their Ne- 
ture, and eaſy in their fignification, moſt ſit to re- 
lieve our Infirmities, and to raife our Souls to Hea- 
venly things, Briefly, the Service of the Gripel is 
anſyerable to the excellent Light of Kiowl: doo ined 
abroad in the Hearts of Chr iſtians. 

2. Qur Redcemer nath «bolified all Ohligation to 
the other Rituals of 32s, to introduce that real 
x B1zhe 
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Righteouſneſs which was ſignified by them. The 
carnal Commandments given 09 the Jews, are called 
Statutes that were not g904, E70K, 20. 25. CITHET IN re- 
ſpec of their Matter, not b-in ng pe: fect] ive of the 
humane Nature; or their E!: it tor th-y brouzhe 
Death to the Diſobcdient, not Life to _ Obedicat : 

The moſt {tri Obſcrvation of them did not make 
the Performers either berier, or Rs, z3nt Chri- 
ſtians are dead to theſe Fl:meuts, Col, 2 that is, per- 
feftly freed from Subj=Qion to them. The Kingdom 
of God conſiſts not in Meat and Drink, but Righteouſicſs, 
and Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt ;, for he that tn 
theſe things ſerves Chriſt, 15 acceptable to God, and ap- 
proved of Men. Rom. 14+ 17,15. Weare comman- 
ded to puroc out the old Leaven of Malice and Wicked- 
refs, that ſowers and ſwells the Mind, and to kcep the 
Feaſt with the unleavened Bread of Sinceruy and Trivh, 
Weare obliged to preſerve our ſelves undefile from 
the moral [mperfections, the Vices and Paſlions, 
which were repreſented by the natural Qralicies of 
thoſe Creatures which were forbidden to the Jews, 
and to purify the Heart inſtead of the frequent waſh- 
ings under the Law. But the Goſpel frees ns from 
the intolerable Yoke of rhe legal Abltinences, Orſcr- 
vations and Diſciplinss, the amuſements of low and 
ſervile Spirits,  wherewith they would peniate 
their Defects 19 rei} Holi: oſs, andexchingethe ſab- 
ſtance of Religion for the Shidow and Golo:r's of it. 
For this reaſon the Apoilie 15 ſevere againſt thoie, 
who would join the Fringes of 44:/es to the Robe of 
Chriſt. 

3. The Indulzence of Polygamy and Divorce 
that was pranted to the Jews, 15 taken away by 
Chriſt, and Marriage reſtored 72 the Parity of its 
firſt Initicntion. The Pormiſiton of thele was by a 
palitical L2w, and the oit% was tempatal Impunt- 
ty. 
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ty. For Gcd is to be conſidered not only in the re- 
jation of a Creator, and univerſal Governour, that 
gave Laws to regulate Conſcience 3 but 1n a ſpecial 
relation to the Jews as their King by Covenant. 
Beſides his general Right and Dominion, he had 
2 peculiar Soveraiznty over them. And as in a 
Civil State a prudent Governour permits a leſs 
Evil for the prevention of a greater, without an 
approbation of it ; So God was pleaſed in his 
Wiſiom to tolerate thoſe things, in condeſcenſfion 
to their carnal and perverſe Humours; al. 2. 14, 
15. for the hardneſs of their Hearts; Mat. 19. 8. 
leſt worſe inconvenience ſhould fullow. Burt our 
Saviour reduces Marriage to the Sanctity of its ori- 
ginal, when Man was formed according to the 
Image of God's Hclineſs: Mat. 19. 4, 5, 6. He that 
made them at the beginzing, made them Male and Fee 
male : Far this cauſ? ſhall a Man leave Father and Mo- 
ther, and cleave to his Wife, and they twain ſhall be 
one Flt ſh. What therefore God hath joyned together, 
let no Man far aſunder, From the Uniry of the 
Perſon, that qne Male was made and one Female, 
it follows thar the ſaper-inducing of another into 
the Marrizge-bed is againſt the firſt Inſtitution. 
And the Union that 1s b:tween them not being 
only civil in a confent of Wills, but natural by the 
joyning of two Bodies, ſomerhing natural muſt in- 
tervene to diſſolve it, v:z. the Adultery of one 
Party. Excepting that caſe, our Saviour ſeverely 
forbids the putting the Wife away and marrying 
another, «5s a violation of Conja2gal Ronour. 

4. Our Reedcemer hath improved the Obligations 
of the Moral Law, by a clearer dilcovery of the 
Purity and cx£tent of 1ts Piecepts, and by a peculiar 
and powerful Enforcements. In his Sermon cn the 


Mount he clears it from the darkening giofſes of 


the 
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tlie Phariſees, who obterved the i_ of the Law, 
bur not the Defign of the Law-giver. He declares 
that not only the groſs A&, but all things of the 
ſame alliance are forbidden ; not only Murder but 
12ih Anger, and villitying words which wound che 
Reputzticn: Nor only actual Pollution, but the 
Impurity of the Eye, and the Staining of the Soul 
with uncleza Thoughts, are all compriſed in the 
Protibition. He informs them that every Man in 
Calamiry is their Neighbour, and to be relieved, 
and commands them to love their deadlieſt Ene- 
mites. Briz Hy, He t-lls the Multitnde, (ar 5.20.) 
T oat waleſs their Righteouſneſs exceed the Righteouſ- 
zeſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, that is, the utmoſt 
that they thought themſelves obliged to, they 7. 0:1d 
not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, Belides, Our 
Saviour hath ſaperadded ſpecial Enforcements to 
bis Precepts. The Argui5:nts to periwade Chri- 
itians to be univerſally Holy, from Chriſt's re- 
deeming them for that great end, was not known 
either in 'the Occonomy of Nature, or the Law: 
For before our lapſed iftate, there was no need of 
a Redeemer, and he was nor revealed during the 
Legal Diſpenfation. His Death was only ſhadow- 
ed forth in Types, and __ in ſuch a manner 
as was obicure to the Jews. The Goſpel argues 
new Reaſons to increaſe our averſion from Sin, 
which neither 44am nor Afsſes were acquainted 
with. So the Apottle dehorcs Chriſtians from Un- 
cleanneſs, becauſe their Bodies are embers of 
Criſt, ard Temples of the Holy Gno#t, 2 Cor.g.19, 20. 
and therefore ihould be inviolably conſecrated to 
Purity. If the Uteniits of the Temple were ſo 
ſacred, that the employing them to a common uſe, 
was revenzcd ina miraculous manner z How much 
forer Puni/:;ment ſhail be 1nfiitted on _— T— 
elile 
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dcfile themſelves, after they were ſantified by the 
Blood of the Covenant? Heb. 10. 19. The Goſpel 
alſo recommends to us Love to one annther, in 
imitation of that admirable Love which Chriſt ex- 
preſt to us, and commands the higheſt Obedience 
even unto Death when God requires it,in conformi- 
ty to our Redeemer's Sufferings. Theſe and many 
other Motives are derived from a pure vein of Chri- 
ſtianity, and exalt the Moral Law to a higher pitch, 
as tO It Obligation upon Men, than 1n its firſt deli-- 
very by Moſes. 

2. The Laws of Chriſt excecd the Rules which 
the beſt Maſters of Morality in the School of Na- 
tare have preſcribed for the Government of our 
Lives. *Tis true there are remaining Principles 
of the Moral Law in the Heart of Man; ſome 
warm Sparks are ſtil] left which the Philoſophers 
Izboured to enliven and cheriſh. Many excellent 
Precepts of Morality they delivered, either to 
calm the Aﬀections and lay the Storms in our 
>reaſts, whereby the moſt Men are guilty and m1i- 
{erable, or to regulate the c:vil Converſation with 
others. And ſince the coming of Chriſt Prome- 
theus-like (5), they brought their dead Torches to 
the Sun, and ſtole ſome Light from the Scriprares. 
Yet upon ſearching we ſhall cafily diſcover, that 
notwithſtanding all their boaſts, to purge the Soul 
from Defilements contrated by Union with the 
Body, and to reſtore it to its Primuzve Perfection, 
They became vain in their Thoughts, and their fooliſh 
Heart was darkned. Altho* the vulgar Heathens 
thought 


(s) Recentiores Pl:tonice Virtutes quaſiiam poſucrunt pur 
gativas ſed ſpurias ; illas enim e Scriptoribus Chrittiaris ſoffi'» 
rati ſunt, namque <juſmadi virtuium nul uw; emalno aute Ctiiis 
ſium memicic, £4 Vp. 5 Ve Verit, Rel. Cirifs 
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thought them to be Guides in the ſafe way, yet 
they were Companions with them in their wan- 
derings; ard Truth inſtructs us, that wher the 
Blind leads the Blind, both fall into the Ditch. |] 
will briefly ſhew that their Mvrals are defettive, 
and mixt with falſe Rules: Only premiſing three 
things. 

tr. That I ſhall not inſiſt on their Ignorance of 
our Redeemer, and their [nfidelity in reſpect of 
thoſe Evangelical Myſteries that are only diſcovered 
by Revelation ; for that preciſely conſidered, doth 
not make them guilty before God : But only take 
notice of their Defeats in Natural Religion, and 
Moral Duties, to which the Law written in the Heart 
obliges all Mankind ; Roms. 2. 15, 

2. That Vertue is not to be confounded with 
Vice, altho? *ris not aſſiſted by ſpecial Grace. Thoſe 
who performed Acts of Cizil Juſtice, and Kind- 
neſs, and Honour, were not guilty as thoſe who 
violated all the Laws of Nature and Reaſon. Their 
Heroick Actions were praiſe-worthy among Men, 
and God gave them a Temporal Reward ; altho? 
not being enlivened by Faith, and purified by Love 
to God, and an holy Intention for his Glory, 
they were dead Horks, unprofitable as to Salvati- 
ON. 

3. Their higheſt Rule, viz. To live according 
to Nature, is imperfect and inſufficient (te). For 
altho? Nature in its 07jgi-4l.Purity furniih?d us with 
perfe&t Inſtructions, yer in its corrupt State 'tis not 
ſo enlightned and regular, as to direct us in our uni- 
verſal Duty. ?Tis as poſlible to find all the Rules 
of 
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of Architeffure in the Ruines of a Building, as to 
find in the remaining Principles of the Natural 
Law, full and ſufficient Directions for the whole 
Duty of Man, either as to che performing Good, 
or avoiding Evil. The Mind ts darkened and defiled 
with Error, that indiſpoles it for its Office : Eph. 
4-. 17, 18. 

I will now proceed to ſhew how inſufficient P4j- 
loſophy is to dire us in our Duty to God, our 
ſelves and others, 

Firſt, In reſpe& of Piety, which is the chiefeſt 
Duty of the reaſonable Creature, Philoſophy is very 
defeive, nay, in many things contrary to it : 

1. By delivering unworthy Notions and Con- 
ceptions of the Deity. Not only the vulgar Hea- 
thens changed the Truth of God into a Lie, when they 
meaſured his Incomprehenſible PerfeCtions by the 
narrow Compaſs of their Imaginations, or when 
looking on him through the appearing Diforders 
of the World, they thought him unjuſt and cruel ; 
as the moſt beautiful Face ſeems deformed and 
monſtrous in a diſturbed ſtream': But the moſt 
renowned Philoſophers diſhonoured Him by their 
baſe Appreheniions. For the true Notion of God, 
fgnifies a being Infinite, Independent, the univer- 
ſal Creator, who preſerves Heaven and Earth, the 
abſolute diretor of all Events ; That his Provi- 
dence takes notice of all Actions, that he is a libe- 
ral Rewarder of choſe thar ſeek Him, and a juit 
Revenper of thoſe that violate his Lans : Now ail 
this was contradicted by them. (#) Some allerred 

7 ths 


(u) Ariſt. Plat. The Stoicks 1magined that Ged and the Sorld 
made a compleat Animal, of which He was the Sol. Vid. & ug. 
ae Crvit. Dei. c. 19, 
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the World to be eternal, others that Matter was ; 
and in that denied him.-to be the firf Cauſe of all 
things. Some limicted his Being, confining Him to 
one of the Poles of Heaven: Others extended 'it 
only to the Amplitude of the World. The (x) 
Epicureans totally denied his governing Providence, 
and made Him an idle Spectator of things below. 
They aſſerted, That God was contented with his 
own Majeſty and Glory : That whatever was with- 
out bim, was neither in his thoughts nor care ; as 
if tobe employed in ordering the various Accidents 
of the World, were incompatible with his Blef. 
ſedneſs, and He needed their Impiety to relieve 
Him. Thus by confining his Power who is Infinite, 
they denied Him in confeiling Him. (y) Others 
allowed him to regard the great Aﬀfairs of King- 
doms and Nations, to manage Crowns and Scep- 
ters 3 but to ſtoop fo low as to regard particular 
things, they judged as unbecoming tte Divine Na- 
ture, as for the Sun to deſcend from Heaven 
to light a Candle for a, Servant in the dark. 
They took the-Scepter out of God's hand, and ſet 
up a fooliſh and blind Power to diſpoſe of all mu- 
table things. Smeca himſelf repreſents Fortune 
(Vid. Epi/#. 74.) as not diſcerningthe Worthy from 
the Unwortby, and ſcattering i:s Gitts withour re- 
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i) Fpicurci nec Philoſophi in rebus fanfis, nec ſinf mn 
Piilofophia. Aug. Ce 7. de vera Rel. 1: Szugge'y ugtrgrmy 
» 7% Tp a9) (10 7H £ y Hy $7 Aw TUGEy cho Irridendum z» 4gClre 
curam rerum humanarum !1lud quicquid eſt ſumnzum. © Anne 
tam trifii atq; multiplici miniſtcrio non pollui credamus dubi- 
temuſque? Plin, Ib. 2. C. 7. 

(y) Autor Lib, de Mundo, Magna D1: curant, parva rieglt- 
gunt. Cicero de Nat, Decr. | 
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ſpe&t to Vertue. (z) Some made him a Servanc 
to Nature 5 That he neceſſarily eurn'd the Spheres : 
Others ſubjeed Him to an invincible Deſtiny,thac 
He could not do what He deſired. Thus the wiſe(t 
of the Heathens diſhonoured the Deity by their 
falſs Imaginations, and inſtead of repreſenting 
him witch his proper Attributes, drew a Picture 
of themſelves. Betides, their impious Fancies had 
a pernicious Influence upon the Lives of Men: e- 
ſpecially the denial of his Providence ; for that 
took away the \tronge!t reſtraint of corrupt Na- 
ture, the fear of future Judgment. For humane 
Laws do not puniſh ſecret Crimes that are innu- 
merable, nor all open, as thoſe of -Perfons in' 
Power, which are molt hurtful ; Therefore they 
are a weak Inſtrument to preſerve Innocence and 
Vertue. Only the reſpe& of God to whom every 
Heart is maniteſt, every Actiona Teſtimony, and 
every great Perſon a Subject, is of equal force to 
give check to Sin in all ; in the Darkneſs of the 
Night, and the Light of che Day; in the Works 
of che Hand, and rhe Thoughts of the Heart, 

2, Philoſophy is very detective as to Piery, in 
not enjoyning the Love of God. The firſt and 
oreat Command in the Law of Nature, (the or- 
der of the Precepts being according to their Dig- 
nity) is this, Thuu ſhalt love the Lord wih all thy 
Heart, Soul, and Strength. Tis moit reaſonable 
that our Love ſhould firſt aſcend ro Him, and in 
ics full vigour : For our Obligations to him are in- 
finite, and all inferiour Objeds are incomparably 

Z 2 beneath 


(2) Adimit Ariſtoteles Deo id quod in entibus ratione praditis 
eſt optimum libertatem, & ex principe Mundi facit Miniſtrum 
Nature, cut in agendo ſerviat. Seneca brings in Jupiter, their 
Supreme God, ſpeck'ng to vertuous Men in their Calamities. Qua 
non poteram vos 1itis ſubducere, adverſus omnia armavl. 
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beneath him. Yet Philoſophers ſpeak little or no- 
thing of this, which is the principal part of Natural 
Religion. Ariffotle who was ſo clear-ſighted in 
other things, when he diſcourſes of God, is not 
only affedtedly obſcure to conceal his Ignorance, 
as the Fiſh which troubles the Water for fear of 
being catch'd; but 'tis on the occaſion of ſpecu- 
lative Sciences, as in his Phyſicks, when he conſi- 
ders him as the firſt Cauſe of all the Motions in the 
World ; or in his Metaphy/icks, as the ſupreme Be- 
ing, the Knowledge of whom) he ſaith, is moſt noble 
in it ſelf, but of nouſe co-Men. Burt in his 4-- 
rals, where he had reaſon to conſider the Deity 
as an Obje& moſt worthy of our Love, ReſpeR, 
and Obedience in an infinite Degree, he totally 
omits ſuch a Repreſentation of him, alchough the 
Love of God is that alone which gives Price to all 
Moral Vertues. And from hence it ts that Philo- 
ſopby is fo defective as to Rules for the prepa- 
ring Men for an intimate and delightful Commn- 
nion with God, which is the Effect of holy and per- 
fet Love, and the ſupreme Happineſs of the rea. 
fonable Nature. If in the Platonical Philoſophy 
there are ſome things direing to it, yet they are 
but frigidly expreſt, and ſo obſcurely, that like 
Inſcriptions in ancient Medals or Marbles which 
are defaced, they are hardly legible. This is the 
ſingular Character of the Goſpel, that diſtinguiſhes 
it trom all humane Inſticurions ; it reprefents the 
infinite Amiableneſs of God, and his Goodneſs to 
us, to excite our Aﬀections to him in a ſ«perlartive 
manner : it commands us to follow him as dear Chil- 
dren, and preſſes us to ſeek for thoſe Diſpoſitions 
which may qualifie us for the enjoyment of him 
in a way of Friendſhip and Love. 
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3- The beſt Philoſophers laid down this ſervile 
and pernicious Maxim, (a) That a wiſe Man ſhould 
always conform to the Religion of his Country. 
Socrates, who acknowledged one Supreme God, 
yet ( according to the Counſel of the Oracle 
that directed all to Sacrifice according to the 
Law of the City ) adviſed his Friends to com- 
ply with the common Idolatry, without any dif- 
ference in the outward Worſhip of Him and Crea- 
tures; and thoſe who did otherwiſe, he branded as 
ſuperſticious and vain. And his practice was ac- 
cordingly. For be frequented the Temples, aſ- 
ſiſted at the Sacrifices, which he declares before 
his Judges, to purge himſelf from the Crime of 
which he was accuſed. Seneca ſpeaking of the 
Heathen-worſhip,acknowledges*cwas unreaſonable, 
and only the multitude of Fools rendred it excu- 
ſable; yet he would have a Philoſopher to con- 
form to thoſe Cuſtoms in Obedience to the Law, 
not as pleaſing to the Gods. Thus they made 
Religion a dependence on the State. They per- 
formed the Rites of Heatheniſh Superſtition, that 
were either filthy, phantaſtical, or cruel, ſuch as 
the Devil, the Malter of thoſe Ceremonies, ordain- 
ed. They became leſs than Men by worſhipping 
the moſt vile and deſpicable Creatures, and funk 
themſelves, by the moſt execrable Idolatry, beneath 
the Powers of Darkneſs, to whom they offered 
Sacrifice. Now this Philoſophical Principle is the 
Z 3 moſt 
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C a )Xenop. 1. 1. memor. Plato agnovit unum Deum, ſummum 
Opificem univerſ1, ſed prater eum ſtatuit Deos duplices, Demonas 
& Heroas, quibus fſacra fieri juffit. Apul. Ut nemo fuerit du- 
bitaturus fuere eos, fi cum paycioribus furerent, nunc ſanitatis 
patrocinium inſanientium turba, quz omnia ſapiens ſervabit 
ranquam legibus juſſa, non tanquam Diis grata, Aug. libe 5+ 
C. 12, de Ctvitat, 
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moſt palpable violation of the Law of Nature ; 
for that inſtru us that God is the only Object of 
Religion, and that we are toobey him without ex- 
ception from any inferiour Power. Here *ewas 
Conſcience to diſobey the Law, and a moſt wor- 
thy Cauſe,wherein they ſhould have maniteſted that 
generous contempt of Death they ſo much boaſted 
of Put they detained the truth in unrighteouſneſs ; 
and although they knew God, they glorified him not as 
God, but changed the Glory of the Incorruptible God, 
into an Image made like a corruptible Man, and to 
Birds, and Beaſts, and creeping things (b): A Sin of 
ſo provoking a nature, that God gave them up to 
to the vileſt Luſts, Carnal Impurity being a juſt 
puniſhment of Spiritual. 

4. They arrogated to themſelves the ſole praiſe 
of their Vertues and Happineſs. This Impiety is 
moſt viſible in the writings of the Sroicks (c) the 
Phariſees in Philoſophy. They were fo far from 
depending on God for Light and Grace in the con- 
du&t of their Lives, and from praying to him to 
make them vertuous, that they oppoſed nothing 
with more pride and Contempt. They thought 
that Wiſdom would loſe its value and Luſtre, 
| that 
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Ch) Rom. 1. 23, 24: Licet a populo diverſa ſentirent, Tem- 
pla haberent communia cum populo. Aug. lib. 4. cont. 7ul. 

Cc) judicium hoc omnium mortalium, fortunam a Deo pe- 
tendam, a ſeipſo ſumendam ſapientiami. Cicero. Hoc in ſapjentia 
pretioſum atque magmiticum eſt, quod non obvyenit, quod illam 
quiſque 1{ib1 debet, quod non ab alio petitur : quid haberes in 
Philoſophia quod ſuipiceres , fi benificiaria res gflet ?. Senee. 
Epiſt. o. Quis quod vir bonus cflet zratias Diis egit unquam ? 
at quod civis, quod honoratus, quod incolumis. Cc. 1. 3. de 
nat. Deor, Virtutem nemo uncuam acceptam Deo retulit ; 
nimirum refe. Propter virtutem enim jure laudamur, & in 
virtute redte gloriamur, quod non contingeret fi id donum I 
- Deo, non I nobis haberemus. | 
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that nothing were in it worthy of admiration, if 
it came from Above,and depended upon the Grace 
of another. They acknowledged that the natu- 
ral Life, that Riches, Honours, and other infe- 
riour Things, Common to the Worlt, were the 
Gifts of God ; but aflerced that Wildom and Ver- 
tne, the ſpecial PerfeRtions of the Humane Na- 
ture, were the Effects of their own Induliry. 
Impions folly! to believe that we owe the 
greateſt Benefits to our ſelves, and the lefſer on- 
ly ro God, Thus they robbed him of the Ho- 
nour of his moſt precious Gitts. So ſtrongly did 
the Poiſon of the Old Serpent, breathed forth in 
thoſe words, Ye ſhall be as God, that inie&cd the 
firſt Man, till work in his Poſterity, Were they 
Angels in Perfection, yet the proud reiieting on 
their Excellencies would inſtantly rurn them 1nto 
Devils. And as they boaſte4 of Vertue, fo of 
Happinels, as intirely depending upon themſelves. 
They alcribe to theic Wiſe Man an 4bſoluce Em- 
pire over all chings, they raiſe him above the 
Clouds, whatever may difquiet or d:torder; they 
exempt him from all Pafſions, and make him ever 
equal co himſcIf; that he is never ſurpriſed wich 
Accidents; that *tis not in che Power of Pains or 
Troubles to draw a Sigh or Tear from him; that 
he deſpiſes ail that the Worid can give or take, 
and is contented with pure and naked Veritcue : in 
ſhore, they put the Crown upon his Head, by attri- 
buting all co the powei of his own Spirit. Thus 
they contradicted the Rights of Heaven. Their 
Impiety was {o bold, that they put nn difference 
bzeween God (4) and their Wiſe.Pcrlon, bur this, 
2 4 that 


(4) Deus noi vincit ſzpicentem ſxlicitate, ctiamf1 vincit ata- 
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that God was an immortal Wiſe-perſon, and a 
| Wiſ:-man was a mortal God. Nay, that he had 
this advantage, (ſince *tis great Art to comprize 
many things in a little ſpace,) to enjoy as much 
Happineſs in an Age, as Fuptter in his Ecernity, 
And which is the higheſt excels of Pride and Blaf.. 
phemy, (e) they preferred the wretched imperfe& 
Vertue and Happineſs of their Wiſe-man, before 
the infinice and unchangeable Purity and Felicity of 
God himſelf. For God, they faid, is wiſe and happy _ 
by the Priviledge of his Nature ; whereas a Philo- 
ſopher is ſo by the Diſcourſe of Reaſon, and the, 
Choice of his Will, notwithſtanding the reſiſtance 
of his Paſſions, and the Difficulties he encounter 
in the World. Thus to raiſe themſelves above 
the Throne of God, ſince the rebellious Angels, 
none have ever attempted beſides the Stoicks. *Tis 
no wonder that they were the moſt early oppo- 
ſers of the Goſpel; for how could they acknow- 
ledge God in his ſtate of Abaſement and Humility, 
who exalted their Vertuous Man above him in his 
Majelty and Glory 2 Yet this is the Se that was 
moſt renowned among the Heathens (f). : 
5. Philoſophy is very defe&ive in not propoun- 
ding the Glory of God as the End to which all our - 
Actions ſhould finally refer. This ſhou}d have the 
firft and cleft place in that Practical Science (g): 
For every Action receiving its ſpecification and va: 
lus from the End, that which is Supreme and come 
mon 
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(2) Eſt aliquid quo Sapicns antecedat Deum, ille naturz be- 
neficio, non ſuo eſt Sapicns. Magna res eſt, habere imbecillita- 
rem hominis, & ſecuritatem Dei. Ferte fortitcr, hoc eſt quo 
Deum antecedatis, ille extra paticntiam malorum eſt, vos ſupra 
patientiam. Senec. K 
(f > Timcone Stoici folt fint Philoſophi. Cc. 
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mon to all A&ions, muſt be fix'd before we come 
to the particular and ſubordinate ; and that is the 


Glory of God. Now the Deſign of Philoſophers 


in their Precepts, was either, 

Firſt, To uſe Vertue as the means to obtain 
Reputation and Honour in the World. This was 
evident in their Books and Actions (þ). They 
were ſick of Self-love, and did many things to ſa- 
tisfy the Eye. They led their lives as in a Scene, 
where one Perſon is within, and another is repre- 
ſented without, by an artificial imitation of what 


| Is true. They were {well'd with Prefumption, ha- 


ving little Merit, and a greac deal of Vanity. Now 
this Reſpe& tothe Opinion of others, corrupts the 
Intention, and vitiates the Aion. *Tis not {in- 
cere Vertue, but a ſuperficial Appearance that is re- 
garded. For 'tis ſufficient to that purpoſe to ſeem 
to be vertuous without being ſo. As a proud Per- 
ſon would rather wear counterfeic Pearls chat are 
eſteemed right, than Right which are eſteemed 
counterfeit: So one that is vain-glorious prefers 
the reputation of being Vertuous, before real Ver- 
tve (3). From hence we may diſcover that many 
of their moſt ſpecious Actions were diſguiſed Sins, 
their Vertues were as falſe as their Deities. Upon 
this account St. Auſtin (Lib. 4. cont. Ful. c. 3.) con- 
demns the Heroical Actions of the Romans as vici- 
ous ; Virtute civili, non vera, ſed veri ſimili, humane 
glorie ſervierunt, Pride had a principal part in 
chem. 

Or, 


| nd 


(þ) Quotus enim quiſque Philoſophorum invenitur, qui fit 
it2 moratus, ita animo ac vita coſtitutus ut ratio -poſtulat, qui 
diſciplinam ſuam non oſtentationem Scientiz, ſed legem vitz 
putet ? O) Tota infidelium vita falſa virtus eſt, etiam in 
optimis moribus. Proſp. | 
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Oc, ſeconly, the End of Philoſophy was to pre- 
vent the Miſchiefs which Licentiouſneſs and Dil- 
orders might bring upon Men fiom without, orto 
preſerve inward Peace,by ſupprefling the turbulent 
Paſſions ariſing from Luft or Rage, that diſcompoſe 
the Mind. This was the prectend=d deſign of Epi- 
curirs (k), to whom Vertue was amiable only as 
the Inſtrument of Pleaſure. 

Or, thirdly, the Height of Philoſophy, vas to 
propound the Beauty of Vertue (1), and its charm- 
ing Aſpect, as the moſt worthy Motive to draw the 
Atections. Now ſuppoſing that ſome of the Hea- 
thens, (although very few) by diicovering the in- 
ternal Beauty of Vertue, had a love to it, and per- 
formed ſome things without any private reſpe&, 
but for the recticude of the Action, and the inward 
ſatisfaRtion that ſprings from it, yer they were ſtill 
defective. For Vettue is but a Ray of the Deity, 
and our Duty is not compleat, unleſs it be referred 
to his Glory who is the Principle and Pattern of it. 
In ſhort, the great Creator made Man for himfclf, 
and tis moſt juſt chat as his Favour is our Sovereign 
Happineſs, ſo his- Glory ſhould be our Supreme 
Eng, wichout which nothing 1s regular and truly 

Beautiful. 
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(+) Epicurus virtutes induxit voluptatis ancillas; abſit autem 
ut verz virtutes cuiquam fſerviant nif1 illt, vel propter illum, 
cut dicimus Deus virtutum converte nos. Avg. cont. 7ul. I. 4. 

(!) Erras dum interrogas, quid fit 1]|ud propter quod virtu- 
tem petam? Quazris enim aliquid ſupra ſummum. Ser. Nec fa- 
cile invenies multis & millibus unum, Vitutem pretium qui putet 
efle ſuj. Ipſe decor retti fact, fi premia deſint, Non movet, & 
gratis poenitet efle probum. Ovid. de Pont. Stoici virtutem de- 
ſcripſerunt ſcipſa contentam, ab omnibus liberam, & quz ſola 
fibi fit prxmium : Sed licet a quibuſdam tunc verz & honeſtz 
putentur efle virtutes, cum ad ſeipſas referuntur nec propter a- 
lud expetuntur; etiam tuncinftlatz ac ſuperbz ſunt, & ideo non 
virtutes ſed vitia judicanda ſunt. Aug. lib. 19. de Civit. C. 25. 
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Beautiful. By theſe ſeveral Inſtances it appears 
how inſufficient Philoſophy is to direct us in our 
principal Duty, that reſpeas God. 

2. Philoſophy was defective in its directions 
about Moral Duties that reſpe& our ſelves or 
others. 

1. Philoſophers were not ſ2nſible of the firſt In- 
clinations to Sin. They allow the diſorder of the 
ſenſitive Appetite as Innocent, till it paſſes to the 
ſ\upreme part of the Soul, and induces it to delibe- 
rate or reſolve upon Moral Actions. For they were 
ignorant of that original and intimate Pollution 
that cleaves to the Humane Nature; and becauſe 
our Faculties are natural,they thought the firſt Mo- 
tions to forbidden Objects, that are univerſalin the 
beſt as well as worſt, to be natural Deſires, not the 
Irregularities of Luſt, Accordingly all their Pre- 
cepts reach no further than the Counſels of the 
Heart ; but the Deſires and Motions of the lower 
Faculties, though very culpable, are left by them 
indifferent. So that *cis evident that many Defile- 
ments and Stains are in their purgative Ver- 
rues. 

2. The Sroicks not being able to reconcile the 
Paſſions with Reaſon, wholly renounced them. 
Their Philoſophy is like the River in Thrace, 


 Ovid.? _ Qued potum ſaxea reddit 
| Vifc 


Mer era, quod tatlis inducit marmara rebus. 


For by a Fiftion of Fancy they turn their vertu- 
ous Perſon into a Statue, that feels neither the In- 
clinations of Love, nor the Averſions of Hatred; 
that is not touch'd with Joy or Sorrow ; that is ex- 
empt from Fears and Hopes. The tender and 
melting Aﬀe&.ions of Nature towards the _— 
© 
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of others, they intirely extinguiſh as unbecoming 
perfect Vertue. They attribute Wiſdom to none, 
but whom they rob of Humanity. Now, as 'tis 
the ordinary effec of Folly to run into one extreme 
by avoiding another, fo 'cis moſt viſibly here.* For 
the Aﬀections are not like poiſonous Plants to be 
eradicated; but as wild, to be cultivated. They 
were at firſt ſer in the freſh Soil of Man's Nature by 
the Hand of God. And the Scripture deſcribes 
the Divine Perfe&ions, and the Actions proceeding 
from them, by Terms borrowed from Humane Aft- 
fe&ions, which proves them to be innocent in their 
own Nature. Plutarch obſerves when Lycurgms 
commanded tocut up all the Vines in Sparta to pre- 
vent Drunkenneſs, he ſhould rather have made 
Fountains by them to allay the heat of the Wines, 
and make them beneficial : So true Wiſdom pre- 
ſcribes how to moderate and temper the Aﬀections, 
not to deſtroy them. *Tis true, they are now ſin- 
fully inclin'd, yet being removed from Carnal to 
Spiritual Objects, they are excellently ſerviceable. 
As Reaſon is to guide the Aﬀections, ſo they are to 
excite Reaſon, whoſe Operations would be languid 
without them. | The Natures that are purely Spi- 
ritual, as the Angels, have an Underſtanding fo 
Clear, ,as ſuddenly to diſcover in ObjeRs their Qua- 
lities, and to fee] their Efficacy : but Man is com- 
pounded of ewo Natures, and the Matter of his 
Body obſcures the Light of his Mind, that he can- 
not make ſuch a full diſcovery of Good or Evil at 
the firſt view, as may be requiſite to quicken his 
purſuit of the one, and flight trom the other. Now 
the Aﬀections awaken the vigour of the Mind, to 
make an earneſt Application to its Objet. They 
are as the Winds, which although ſometimes tem- 
peſtuous, yet are neceſlary to convey the Ship an 
the 
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the Port. So that *cis contumelious to the Creator, 
and injurious to the Humane Nature, to take them 
away as abſolutely viſcious. The Lord Jeſus, who 
was Pure and Perfect, exprefs'd all humane Afe- 
ions accordivg to the quality of the Obje&s pre- 
ſented to him : and his Law requires us not to mor- 
tify, but to purify, conſecrate and employ them 
for ſpiritual and honourable Ules 

4. Philoſophy is ineffe&ual by all its Rules to 
form the Soul to true Patience and Contentment 
under Sufferings. Now conſidering the variety and 
greatneſs of the Changes and Calamities to which 
the preſent Life is obnoxious, there is no Vertue 
more neceſſary, And if we look into the World 
before Chriſtianity had reformed che Thoughts and 
Language of Men, we ſhall diſcover their miſera- 
ble Errors upon the account of the ſeeming Confu- 
ſion in humane Afﬀairs, the unequal diſtribution of 
temporal Goods and Evils here below. If the Hea- 
thens ſaw Injuſtice triumph over Innocence, and 
Crimes worthy of the fevereſt Puniſhment crown'd 
with Proſperity ; if a young Man died,whoin their 
eſteem deſerved to live for ever, and a vicious per- 
fon lived an Age, who was unworthy to be born, 
they complained that the World was not governed 
according to Righteouſneſs, but raſh Fortune or 
blind Fate ruled all. As the Phari/ee in the Goſpel, 
ſeeing the Woman that had been a notorious Sin- 
ner ſo kindly received by Chriſt, ſaid within bim- 
ſelf, If this Man were a Prophet he would know who 
it is that touches him : So they concluded, if there 
were a Providence that did fee and take care of 
{ablunary things, that did not only permit but dif- 
poſe of all Afﬀairs, it would make a viſible diſtin- 
&ion between the Vertnous and the Wicked. 


"Tis 
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*Tis true, God did not leave the Gentiles with- 
out a witneſs of vimſelf ; for ſometimes the Reaſons 
of his Providence, in the great Changes of the 
World, were fo conſpicuous, that they migtft diſ- 
cover an Eyc in the Scepter, that his Government 
was managed with infinite Wiſdom. Other Pro- 
vidences were vail'd and myſterious, and the fight 
of thoſe that were clear, ſhould have induc'd them 
to believe the Juſtice and Wiſdom of thoſe they 
could not comprehend. As Socrates having read a 
Book of Heraclitxs, ( Vid. Diog. Laert. ) a great 
Philoſopher, but ſtudiouſly obſcure; and his Judge 
ment being demanded concerning it, replied, That 
what he underſtood was very rational, and- he 
thought what he did not underſtand was ſo. But 
they did not wiſely conſider things. 

The preſent Senſe of Troubles tempted them, 
eicher to deny Providence, or accuſe it. Every day 
ſome unhappy wretch or other reproach'd their 
Gods for the Diſaſters he ſuffered (). Now the 
end of Philoſophy was to redreſs theſe Evils, to 
make an afJiced co be a contented ſtate. The 
Philoſophers ſpeak much of the Power of their 
Precepts to eſtabliſh the Soul in che inſtability of 
Worldly things, to put it into an impregnable For. 
treſs, by its ſiruation above the moſt terrible Acci- 
dents. They boaſted in a Poetical Bravery, of 
their Victories over Fortune, that they deſpiſed 
its flattery in a calm, and its fury in a ſtorm, and 
in every place erect Trophies to Vercue triumphing 
over it. Theſz are great words and ſound high, 
but are empty of Subltance and Reality. Upon 

trial 


— — — 


(n) Tully himſelf was zuilty of this Impiety* Quando neque Di! 
quos tu caitiifime coluifti, neque homines guos ego icrvavi, 
ſemper nobis zratiam r&ulerunt. Til. 4 Epitt, ad Uxor, 
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tryal we ſhall find that all their Armour chough po- 
liſhed and ſhining, yet is not of Proof againſt 
ſharp AﬀMiaions. The Arguments they uſed for 
comtort are taken, 


1. From neceflity ; that we are born to Suffe- 
rings, the Laws of Humanity, which areunchange- 
able, ſubje& us ro them. But this conſideration 
is not only ineffeual ro caule true Contentmenr, 
but produces the contrary efte& : as the ſtrength 
of Egypt is deſcribed to be like a Reed that will 
pierce the hand in{tead of ſupporting ir. Thus Sc 
© lon extremely lamenting the Death of his Son, and 
being ask'd why he thed fo many Barren Tears that 
could not make his Son ſpring our of the Duſt 2 
replied ; For this reaſon I weep, becauſe my weep- 
.ing can do me no good. Our deſires after freedom 
from Miſeries are inviolable : ſo that every Evil,the 
more fatal and inevitable it 1s, the more it afthas 
us. If there bs no way of eſcape ; the Spiric is 
overcome by Imparience or Deſpair. 

2. From reflexion upon the Miſcries that befal 
others. But this kind of Conſolation is viſcious in 
its Cauſe, proceeding from ſecret envy and un- 
charitableneſs (n). There is little difference he- 
tween him that regards anothers Miſery to leſſen 
his own, and thoſe who t:ke pleaſure in others 
AMidions. And it aUminilters no real comfort ; 
If a thouſand drink of the waters of Maras, they 
are not leſs bicter. 

3. Others ſought for eaſe und-r ſuſerings, by re- 
membring the Pleaſures that were tormerly enjoy- 

ed 


- nes Co oe—_— Ie ——  —— NG > —_ _ —_— — 


(n) Nullam tam miſeram nominabis domum, que non inve- 
niat in miſcriore foiat'um. Matevolt folatu genus turba mulc- 
rorum. gence. 
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ed (0). But this inflames rather than allays the Di- 


ſtemper. For as things are more clearly known, 


fo more ſenſibly felt by compariſon : Hg thar is 
tormented with the Gout, cannot relieve his Mi- 
ſery, by remembring the pleaſant Wine he drank 
betore his fit. 

4. The Stoicks Univerſal Cure of Aflictions was 
(p), to change their Opinion of them, and eſteem 
them not real Evils. Thus Poſſidonizs (lo much 
commended by T«ly) who for many years was un- 
der torturing Diſeaſes, and ſurvived a continual 
Death, being viſited by Pompey at Rhodes, he en- 
tertained him with a Philoſophical Diſcourſe ; and 
when his Pains were moſt acute, heſaid, Nibil ags 
dolor, quanquam fis moleſt us, nunquam te eſe confite- 
bor malum: invain doſt thou aſſault me, Pain ; tho 
thou art troubleſome, thou ſhale never force me to 
confeſs thou art Evil. But the Folly of thisboaſt- 
ing is viſible : for though he might appear with a 
chearful Countenance in the Paroxyſm ofhis Dil 
eaſe to commend his Philoſophy, like a Mounte- 
bank that ſwallows Poiſon to pur off his Drugs, yet 
the realicy of his Grief was evident : his Senſe was 
overcome, though his Tongue remained a Stoick. 
If Words could charm the Senſe not co feel Pains, or 
compoſe the Minds not to reſent Aflidtions, *twere 
a Relief to give mollifying Titles co them : Bur 
ſince 'tis not Fancy that makes them ſtinging, but 
their contrariety to Nature, *cis no Relief to repre- 

{ent 


(o) Tully ſpeaks to the Epicureans : Sed vobis voluptatum per- 
ceptarum recordatio beatam vitam facit, & quidem corpore per- 
ceptarum. Tuſc. 

(p) Opinio eſt quz nos cruciat, & tanti quodque malum eſt 
quanti txxavimus. Circumſpice iſta quz nos agunt in infaniam, 
guz cum plurimis lachrimis amittimus, ſcimus non damnum 1n 
his moleſtum eſſe, ſed opinionem da:1i::1, Senec. 
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ſent them otherwiſe than 'they are. All thoſe 
ſabtile notions vaniſh, when ſenſtble Impreflions 
confute them. Fl 

5. Others compoſed themſelves by conſidering 
the benefit of Patience(g). Diſcontent puts an edge 
on troubles ; to kick againſt the pricks, exaſperates 
the Pain ; to bereſtleſs and turmoiling,increales the 
Fever. But this is not properly a Conſolation : 
for although a calm and quiet Submiflion prevents 
thoſe new degreesof trouble,which by fretting and 
vexing we bring upon our ſelves ; yet it doth not 
remove the evil, which may be very afflicting and 
grievous in its own nature : fo that wichour other 
conſiderations to ſupport the mind, it will ſink un- 
derit. And as theſe, ſo many other Arguments 
| they uſed to fortify the Spirit againſt Sufferings,are 
like a Hedge which at a diſtance ſeems to be a ſafe 
retreat from Gun-ſhot, but thoſe who retire-to it, 
find it a weak Defence. This appears by the car- 
riage of the beſt inſtructed Heathens in their Cala» 
mities : Profeſſing themſelves to be wiſe in their Specu- 
lations, they became Fools in Practice,and were con- 
founded with all theirPhiloſophy,when they ſhould 
have made uſe of it. Some killed themſelves for 
the apprehenſion of Sufferings ; their Death was 
not the effe& of Courage, butCowardiſe,the Reme- 
dy of their Fear. Others, impatient of diſappoint- 
ment in their great Deſigns, refuſed co live. I will 
inſtance in twoof the moſt eminent among them, 
Cato-and Brutws (r),they were both Philoſophers of _ 
the manly Sect ; and Vertue never appeared with a 
brighter luſtre among the Heathens than when joi- 
ned with a Stozcal ge "5a And they were not 

2 im- 


@ Levius fit patientia, quicquid corrigere fit nefas. Hor. 
r) Zenoni a quo ceepit rigida ac virilis Gaptentia, 
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imperfe& Proficients, but Maſters in Philoſophy. 
Seneca employs all the Ornaments of his Eloquencs 
to make Cero's Elogy (5s): Herepreſentahim'as the 
conſummate Exemplar of Wiſdom, asone that re. 
alized the ſublime Idea of Vertue deſcribed intheir 
Writings. And Brutas was eſteemed equal to Care. 
Yet theſe, with all the Power of their Philoſophy, 
wete not able to bear the ſhock of Adverſity. Like 
raw Fencers, one thruſt put them into ſuch difor- 
der, that they forgot all cheir Inſtru&tions in the 
place of trial. For being unſucceſsful in their En- 
deavours to reſtore Rome to its Liberty, overcome 
with Diſcontent and Deſpair, they laid violent 
Hands upon themſelves. Cato being prevented in 
his firſt attempt, afterwards tore open his Wounds 
with fiercenefs and rage. And Brutw, ready to 

lunge the Sword into his Breaſt, complained that 
Year was but a vain Name. So infufficient are 
the beſt Precepts of meer natural Reaſon to relieve 
us in diſtreſs. As Torrents that are dried up in the 
heat of Summer when there is the moſt need of 
them ; fo all Comforts fail in Excremity that ard 
not derived from the Fountain of Life. 

I will only add how ineffeQual Philoſophy isto 
ſupport us in a dying hour. The fear of Death is 
a Paffion fo ſtrong,that by it Men are kept in Bon- 
dape all their days. *Tis an Enemy that threatens 
none whom it doth not ſtrike, and there is none but 
3t threatens. Certainly that Spe&re which (tr) Czſar 
had not courage to look in the face,is very afright. 
ing. Alexander himlelf that fo often deſpiſed it 


"in 


(5) Cape quantum debes virtutis pulcherrimz ac magnificentif- 
ſimz ſpeciem,quz nobis nou tcrtis,ted ſudore & ſanguine colenda 
eſt, Aſpice Aarcum Catonen.. (t) Et pridie quam occideretur,it 
ſermone nato ſuper caenairi, apud M. Lepidum, quiſnam effet fins 
vitz commoditiunus,cepentinum inopinatumquepretulerat.Surt- 


ho. mh ps fy oo 
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in the Field,when Paſſion that tranſported him caft 
@ Vail over his Eyes; yet when he was ſtruck with 
a mortal Diſeaſe in Babylon, and had Death in his 
view, («) his Palace was filled with Prieſts and Di- 
viners, and no ſuperſtition was fo ſottiſh, bur he 
uſed to preſerve himſelf. And although the Philo- 
ſophers ſeemed to contemn Death, yec the great 
Preparations.they made to encounter it;argue aſe. 
crer Fear in their Breaſts. Many Diſcourles, Rea- 
ſonings, and Arguments are employed to ſweeten 
that cruel neceflity, but they are all ineffectual. 

I. That'tis the condition of our Nature: to be 
a Man and immortal,are inconfiſtent.But thisCon- 
ſolation afflits co Extremity (x). It there were 
any means to eſcape, the Soul might take courage. 
He is doubly miſerable, whoſe Miſery is without 
remedy. 

2.That itputs a period toall temporal Evils. But 
as this is of no force with thoſe who are proſpe- 
rous,and never felt thoſe Miſeries which make Life 
intolerable (7) ; fo it cannot rationally relieve any 
that have not good hopes of Felicity after Death. 
The Heathens diſcovered not the ſting of Death, 
as *cis the Wages of Sin, and conſigns the guilty to 
eternal Death ; ſo that they built upon a falſe 
Foundation, as if it were the cure of all Evils. 

3- They encouraged themſelves from their Igno- 
rance of the Conſequences of Death, whether ic 
only changed their Place,or extinguiſhed their Per- 
ſons. Secrater(z) who died with a ſeeming indiffe- 

: Aa2 TenCce, 
(#) Vid. Plutarch; (x) Stultum eft timere quod vitare non poſſis. 
Laber, Inillisqui morbo finiuntur,magnam ex ipſa neceſſitate (6- 
latium eft.Plin; (y) Morior; hocdicis,definam zgrotari poſle,de- 
ſinam alligari poſte,definam mori poſle.Senec.(z)Nam fi ſupremus 
ile dies non extin&ionem, ſed commutationem affert loci, quid 
optabilius? ſig" autenriperimit, ac detet-omnino, quid melins 
quam in mediis vitz laboribus obdormuſcere ? 
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rence, gave this account of it ; That he did not 
know whether Death was good or evil. But this is 
nct Fortitude, but Folly : As Ariſtotle obſerves, 
That a readinefs to encounterDangersariſing from 
Ignorance,isnot trueValour,but a bruitiſh Boldneſs, 
What madneſs is it then for one that enters upon 
an eternal State, not knowing whether it ſhall be 


happy or miſerable, to be unaffeted with that - 


dreadful uncertainty ? 

But now the Goſpel furniſhes us with realReme- 
dies againſt all the Evils of our preſent State. *Tis 
the true Paradiſe wherein the Tree of Life is plan- 
ted, whoſe Leaves are for the healing of the Nations, 
We are aſſured that God diſpoſes all things, with 
the Wiſdom and Love of a Father ; and that his 
Providenceis moſt admirable and worthy of Praiſe 
in thoſe:things wherein they who are only led by 


Senſe, doubt whether it be at all. For as 'tis the firſt 


point of Prudence to keep off Evils, fothe ſecond 
and more excellent is,to make them beneficial(Chri- 
ſtians are more than Conquerorsthrough Chri$t that loves 
them.They arealwaysinanaſcendent State ; and be- 
lieving, rejoice with an unſpeakable and glorified Foy. 
Death it (elf isnot only dilarmed,but made ſubſervi- 
ent to theireverlaſting good. Briefly,Chriſtian Pati- 
ence endures all things as well as Charity, becauſe 
it expects a bleſſed iſlue. It draws from preſent 
Miſeries the aſſurance of future Happineſs. A Be- 
liever while he poſſeſſes nothing buc the Croſs, ſees 
by Faith the Crown of the eternal Kingdom hang- 
ing over his Head ; and the /ively Hope of it makes 
him not only patient,but thankful and joyful. This 
{weetens the loſs of all temporal Goods, and che 
preſence of all cemporal Evils. St.Paul in his Chains 
was infinitely more contented than Czſaror Seneca, 
than all the Princes and Philoſophers in the wore 
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I will conclude this Argument by a ſhore Re- 
fletion on the immorral Maxims offeveral Secs of 
Philoſophers. The Cynicks (3) aflert that all Na- 
tural Actions may be done in the face of the Sun ; 
that it is worthy of aPhiloſopher to do thaſe things 
in the preſence of all, which would make Im- - 
pudence it ſelf to bluſh A Maxim contrary 
to all the Rules of Decency, and corruptive of - 
good Manners. For as the deſpiſing of Vertue, 
produces the lighting of Reputation : Sv the con- 
tempt of Reputation cauſes the negle of Vertue. 
Yet the Sroicks with all their Gravity were not tar 
from this Advice. Beſides, among other unrea- 
ſonable Paradoxes, they aſſert all Sins are equal ; 
that the killing a Bird is of the ſame guilt with 
the murdering a Parent: a Principle that breaks 


| the reſtraints of Fear and Shame, and opens a 


paſſage to all Licentiouſneſls. They commended 
Self- Murder in ſeveral caſes (5); which unnatural 
Fury is culpable in many refpe&s, of rebelling a- 
gainſt God, Injuſtice to others, and Cruelty to 
ones ſelf. Zeno (c) the Founder of that Se pra- 


'Qiſed his own Doctrine. For falling tothe ground, 


he interpreted it to be a Summons to appear in 
another World, and ſtrangled himſelf. Ariſtotle 
allows the Appetite of revenging Injuries, to be as 
natural as the Inclination to Gratitude, judging 
according to the common Rule, that one contrary 
is the meaſure of another. Nay, he condemns 
LY > 8 the 


— —— 
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(a) Cynicorum natio tota ejicienda eft : eſt enim inimica ye- 
recundiz, fine qua nihil re&um efle poteſt, nihil honeſtum. 
Cicer. Etqui nec Cynicos, nec Stoica dogmata legit, A Cynicis tu- 
nic3 diſtantia. 7uvenal. (b) Injurioſum eſt rapto vivere, at 
contra pulcherimum rapto mori. (c) Aſpice Marc. Catonem,,. 
facro illg petori puriffimas manus admoyentem, & vulnera 
parum demiſla laxantem. Seneca. _ 
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the putting up an Injury as degenerous and ſervile. 
He makes Indignation-at the Proſperity of unwor- 
thy Men, a Vertue ; and to prove it, tells us the 
Grecians attributed it to their Gods, as a Paſſion 
becoming the Excellency of their Natures. Burt if 
we conſider, the Supreme Diſpoſer of all things 
may do what he pleaſes with his own, that-he.is 
infinitely wiſe,and in the next World will diſpenſe 
Eternal Recompences ; there isnot the leaſt cauſe 
of Irritation for that ſeeming diforder. He alſo 
allows Pride to be a noble Temper that proceeds 
from a ſublime Spirit. (Vid. Lib. 4. Ethic.) Here- 
preſents his Hero by this among other CharaRers, 
that he is diſfpleaſed with thole who mention to 
him che benefits he hath received, which make him 
inferiour to thoſe that gave them ; as if Humility 
and Gratitude were Qualities contrary to Magna- 
nimity. He condemns Envy as a Vice that would 
bring down others to our meanneſs, but commends 
Emulation which urges to aſcend to the height of 
them that are above us. But this is no real Ver- 
tue, for it doth not excite us by the worth of Mo- 

ral Good, but from the vain deſire of Equality or 

Pre-eminence. And Plato himſelf, though ſtiled 
Divine, yet delivers many things that are de- 
ſtructiveof Moral Honeſty. He diſlolvesthe moſt 
ſacred band of human Society, ordaining in his 

Common-wealth a Community of Wives. He 
allows an honeſt Man to lie in ſome occaſions ; 

whereas the Rule is eternal, We mu#? not do evil, that 

good may come thereby. In ſhort, a conſidering Eye 

will diicover many Spots, as well as Beauties, in 

their moſt admired Inſtitutions (4). They _ 

| men 


——_— 
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(4) Si eos inſpiciamus ut Pagani, Chriſtiane ſeripſerunt; fi 
ut Chriſtiani, Paganice. Eraſmw. ..... 1 - 
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mend thoſe things as Vertues which are Vices, and 
leave out thoſe Vertues which are neceſfary for the 
Perfection of our Nature; and the Vertnes they 
commend, aredefettive in thoſe Qualities that are 
requiſite.co make chem ſincere. If Philoſophy were 
incarnate, and had expreſt the Purity and Efficacy 
of all its Precepts in real Actions; yecit had a- 
bundantly fallen ſhort of that Supernatural, Ange- 
lical, Divine Holineſs which che Goſpel requires. 
'Till the Wiſdom of God removed his Chair from 
Heaven to Earth to inſtru& the World, nat only 
the depravation of the lower Faculties, but the 
darkneſs of the humane Underſtanding hindred 
Men from performing their univerſal Duty. The 
Goſpel alone brings Light to the Mind, Peace tothe 
Conſcience, Purity to the Aﬀections,and Recitude 

to the Life. 


— —_— 


CH A P. XVIIL 


Examples have a ſpecial Efficacy above Precepts to form 
us to Holinefl, The Example of Chrift is mo#t pro- 
per to that end, being abſolutely perfe, and accom- 
modate to our preſent State. Some Vertues are ne- 
ceſſary to our Condition as Creatures, or to our Condi- 
tion in the World, of which the Deity is uncapable ; 
and theſe eminently appear in the Life of Chri##. 
They are Humility, Obedience, and Love in ſuffering 
for ws. Hu Life contains all our Duties, or Mo- 
tives to perform them. Teſus Chrift purchaſed the 
Spirit of Holineſs by bus Sufferings, and. confers it 
ſince bus Exaltation. The ſandifying Spirit # the 
Concomitant of Evangelical Mercy, the Superna- 
tural Declaration of the Law on Mqunt Sinal, and 
the natural diſcovery of the Divine Goodweſs in the 

| Aa 4 Works 
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Works of Creation and Providence, were not accom- 
panied with the renewing efficacy of the Spirit. The 
lower Operations of the Spirit were only in the Hea- 
thens. The Philoſophical Change differs from the 
Spiritual and Divine. Socrates and Seneca conſi- 
dered. Our Saviour preſents the ftrongeFF Induce- 
ments to perſwade ws to be holy. They are proper to 
ork upon Fear, Hope and Lowe. The greatneſs of 
thoſe Objetts, and their Truth, are clearly manifefed 
mn the Goſpel. | L: 


HE ſecond Means by which our Redeemer re- 
ſtores us to Holinels, is by exhibiting a com- 


_ pleat Patern of it in his Life upon Earth. For the 


diſcovery how influential this is upon us, we muſt 
conſider, That of all the moft noble Works, che 
principal Cauſe is an exact Patern in the mind of 
the Agent which he endeavours to imitate ; and 
Examples are of the ſame nature. Hethat deſires to 
excel in Painting or Sculpture, muſt view the moſt 
accompliſhe Pieces of thoſe Arts. Thus in Mora- 
lity, the conſideration of Eminent Actions perfor- 
med by others, is of admirable efficacy to raiſe us 
to Perfection. That Examples have a peculiar 
Power above the naked Precept, to diſpoſe us to 
the Practice of Holineſs, appears by conſidering : 
I. That they molt clearly expreſs to us the Na- 
ture of our Duties in their Subjects and ſenſible 


4 


Effects. General Precepts from abſtra& Idea's of 


Vertue, but in Examples Vertues are made vifible 
in all char Coremnance. Ox 

: 2. Precepts inſtru& us what things are our Du- 
ty, but Examples aſfures us that they are poflible. 
They reſemble a clear Stream wherein we may not 
only diſcover our Spots,but waſh them off. When 
we ſee Men like our ſelves, whoare united to frail 
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Fleſh, and inthe ſame condition with us, to com- 
mand their Paflions,to overcome the moſt glorious 
and glittering Temptations, we are incouraged in 
our Spiritual Warfare. | 

3-Examples by aſecret and lively Incentive urge 
vs to imitation, The Romans (e) kept in their 
Houſes the Pictures of their Progenitors, to heigh- 
ten their Spirits, and provoke them to follow the 
Preſidents ſet before them. We are toucht in ano- 
ther manner by the viſible. Practice of Saints, 
which reproaches our defe&s,and obliges us to the 
ſame Careand Zeal, than by Laws tho' holy and 
good, Now the Example of Chriſt is moſt pro- 
per to form us to Holineſs, it being abſolutely per- 
tedt, and accommodate toc our preſent State. 

I. *Tis abſolutely perfe&t. There is no Example 


of a meer Man, that is to-be followed without li- - -- 


mitation. Be ye followers of me, -as 1 am of. Chri#t, 
ſaith the great Apoſtle. Nay, if the Excellencies + 
of all good Men were united into one, yet we 
might not ſecurely follow him in all things : tor his 
remaining Defects might be ſo diſguiſed by the 
Vertues to which they are joyned, that we ſhould 
err in our imitation. But the Life of Chriſt was 
as the pureſt Gold, without any allay of baſer 
Metal. His Converſation was a living Law. He 
did no Sin, neither was any Guile found in hu Mouth, 


' He was holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparate from Sinners : 


Heb. 7. 26. He united the efficacy of Example 
with the dire&ion of Precepts; his Actions always 


anſwered his Words. Chriſtianity, the pug In- 
| Itu- 


Pa 


(e) Contumacia redargui non poteſt ſine exemplo. Nam ha- 
bere non poſſunt quz doceas firmitatem, nifi ea prior fecer1s, 
Quia natura hominum proclivis in vitia, yideri vult non modq 
um yenia, ſed etjam cum ratione peccare. Lat. de ver. Sap. 
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ſtirution inthe World, is only a conformity to his 
Patern. The univerſal Command of the Goſpel, 
that compriſes all our Duties, is, to wakk as Chrift 
walked. 

2. His Example is moſt accommodate to our 
preſent State. There muſt be ſome proportion be- 
tween the Model,and Copy that is to be drawn by 
it. Now the Divine Nature is the Supreme Rule 
of Moral Perfe&ions. We are commanded to be 
Holy, 2s God # Holy. But ſuch is the obſcurity of 
our Minds, -and the weakneſs of oar Natures, that 
the Patern was too high and glorious to be expreſt 
by us. We had not Strength to aſcend to Him, 
but he had Goodneſs to deſcend to us: and in this 
preſent ſtate to ſet before us a Patern more fitted 
toour Capacity. Altho' Light is the proper Obje& 
of Sight, yet the radiancy and immenſs Light of 
the Sun in the Meridian is inviſible to our ſight ; 
we more eaſily diſcover the refleion of it in fome 
opacous Body : So the Divine Attributes are 
{weztned in the Son of God incarnate, and being 
united with the Graces proper for the Humane 
Nature, are more perceptible to our Minds, and 
more imitable by us. This was one great deſign of 
his coming into the World, to ſet before us in do- 
ing and fuffering, not a meer Spe&acle for our 
-wonder,but a Copy to be tranſcribed in our Hearts 
and Lives. He therefore choſe ſuch a tenour of 
Life as every one might imitate. His Supreme Ver- 
tue expreſt it ſelf in ſuch a temperate courſe of 
' Acions, that as Abimelech ſaid to his Followers, 
(Fudg.g. 48.) Look on me, and dolifewiſe : So our 
true Abimelech, ourFather and Sovereign, calls up- 
'on usto imitate him. The firſt effe& of Predeſtj- 
nation is.to conform us to the Image of the Son, 
who was for tha end made the fir-born among many 
| Brethren, 
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Brethren. -He aſſumed the Humane Nature,that we 
might partakeof che Divine, not only by his Me- 
ric but Example. 

This will appear more fully by conſidering, There 
are ſome Vertues neceſlary to our condition as 
Creatures, or wich refpe& to our ſtate of Trial 
here below, which the Deity is not capable of ; 
and thoſe moſt eminently appear in the Life of 
Chriſt. I will inſtance inthree, which are the Ele- 
ments of Chriſtian Perfe&tion. His Humility in 
deſpiſing-all the Honour of the World, His Obe- 
dience 1n -Sacrificing his Will intirely to God's, 
and his-Charity in procuring the Salvation of Men 
by his Sufferings: and in all theſe He denied to 
his Humane Nature the priviledp due to it by its 
union with the Eternal Word. 

1. Humility in ſtritneſs hath no place in God : 
He requires the Tribute of Glory from all his Crea- 
tures. And the Son of God had a righe to Divine 


Honour upon his firſt Appearance here below. 


Yet he was born in a Stable, and made ſubje& to 
our common Imperfetions. Although he was or- 
dained to convert the World by his Doerine and 
Miracles, yet for the tenth part of his time he li- 
ved concealed and filent, being ſubje& to his Mo- 
ther and reputed Father, (Mark 6. 3.) in the ſer- 
vile Work of a Carpenter: And after his folemn 
inveſticure into his Office by a Voice from Heaven, 
yet he was deſpiſed and contemned. He refuſed to 
be a King, and ftoop'd fo low as ro waſh bis Diſci- 
ples feet ; John 13. All this he did to inſtruct us to: 
be meek and lowly, (Mat. 11. 29.) to corre our 
Pride, the moſt intimate and radicated Corruption 
'of Nature. For as thoſe Diſeaſes are moſt incu- 
rable, which draw nouriſhment from that food 
which is taken for the ſuppoxt of Life ; ——_ 
0-6 7 ; that 
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that turns vertuous Actions which are the matter 
of praiſe into its Nouriſhment, is moſt difficultly 
overcome. But the Example of the Sen of God, 
in whom there is. an union of all Divine and Hu- 
mane Perfe&tions, debaſing himſelf to the form of 
a Servant, is ſufficient, if duly conſidered, to make 
us walk humbly. F- 

2. Obedience is a. Vertue that becomes an Infe- 
riour, either a Servant, or Subje&, who are juſtly 
under the power of others, and muſt be comply- 
ing with their Wilt: So that *tis very diſtant from 
God, who hath none ſuperiour to him in Domi- 
nion or Wiſdom, but his Will is the Rule of Good- 
neſs to his own and others Actions. Now the. Son 
of God became Man, and was univerfally obedient 
to the Law of his Father. And his Obedience had 
all the:ingredients that might commend it to vur 


imitation. The value of Obedience ariſes upon - 


three accounts : oy YL 

2. The Dignity of the Perfon that obeys: it is 
more meritgrious in an honourable than in a mean 
Perſon. . y-*: 

2. Fromthe difficulty of the Command ; -it be- 
ing no great Victory over the Appetite in Obedi- 
ENCE, ubti aeligitur quod. debetur, where the inſtance 
15 agreeable to our Aftections. 

3. From the entirenefs of the Will in obeying. 
For to perform a commanded Aion againſt our 
conſent, is only-co be ſubje&t in the meaner part of 
Man,the Body,and to reſiſt in the ſuperiour which 
is theMind.Now in all theſe reſpects the Obedience 
of Chriſt was perfect. In the Dignity of the Pers 


ſon obeying,it exceeded the Obedience of all the - 


Argels, as much as the Divine Perſon exceeded all 
created. The Cithculty of the Command is grea- 
ter than ever was Put up on Servant or Subject : He 

| | Was 
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was obedient to the'Death of the Croſs, that is, Death 


- with diſhonour 'and torment, the Evils that are 


moſt contrary to the Humane Nature and Appe- 
tite., And the compleatnefs of his Will in obey- 
ing, is moſt evident. For if Chriſt had defired de- 
liverance from his Perſecutors, he had certainly 
obtained ir. He tells his diſciples, that upon his 
Requeſt his Father would ſend twelve Legions of 
Angels for his reſcue. But he reſigned the whole 
Power of his Will to his Father's ; Not my Wil, 
but thy Will be done, was his Voice at his private Paſ- 
ſion in the Garden. He ſubmitted the a&t and ex- 
erciſe of his Will ; Not what I will, but what thou 
wilt, he faith in another Evangeliff. He yielded 
not only the Faculty, and Exerciſe of his Will to 
do what God enjoyned,but in that manner which 
was pleaſing to him ; Nor as I will, but as thou wilt, 
he exprefles in the words of a third. Now what is 
there in Heaven or Earth that can move our Wills 
to entire Obedience, if this marvelous Patern doth 
not affe& us? Let the ſame Mind be in you that was 
in Chri#t, faith the Apoſtle. How gloriousis ic to 
do what he did, and what a reproach to decline 
what he ſuffered, who had the Holineſs of God 
to give excellency to the Adtion,::nd the Infirmity 
of Man to endure the ſharpnefs of the Paſſion ! 

3- Loveto Mankind is expreſsd by our Saviour 
n a peculiar manner.. For although God is infi- 
nitely good tous, yet he doth not prefer the Hap- 
pineſs of Min before his own Bletſedneſs. The 
Salvation of the whole World werenor to be pur- 
chaſed with the leaſt diminution of the Divine Fe- 
licity. But the Son of God ſuffered the extremeſt 
Evil, to procurethe moſt ſovereign Good for us, 
who were inRebellion againſt hisLaws andEmpre. 


o- 
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towards God and Marexpreſt in the moſt perie& 
manner, or Motives to perform-them. We may 
clearly ſee in his deportment, innocent Wiſdom, 
prudent Simplicity, compaſlionate Zeal, perfect: 
Patience, the courage of Faith, the joy of Hop 
the tenderneſs and care of Love, incompar 


Meekneſs, Modeſty, Humility and Purity. He 


ſpent the Night in Communion with God,and the 
Day in Charity to Men. He perfetly hated Sin, 
and equally loved Souls. The neareſt and readieſt 
way to Perfe&tion, is a ſerious regard to his Prece- 
dent : For the Cauſes of all Sin areeitherthe deſire 
of what he deſpiſed, or the fear of what he ſuffered. 
He voluntarily deprived himſelf ofRiches, Honours, 
Pleaſures, to render them contemptible, and en- 
dured outrages- of all forts, the contradition of 
Sinners, and the ſharpeſt Sufferings to make them 
tolerable. He aſcended Mount Calvary to his 
Crofs,before he aſcended from Mount OJ;vet co his 
Throne: He was naked before he was cloathed 
with a robe of Light, and Crowned with Thorns 
before with Glory (f). And thus he powerfully 
teaches us to follow his ſteps who ſuffered for xs. If 
a Phyſician of great eſteem, in a Diſeaſe takes a 
bitter Potion, it would perſwade thoſe whoare in 
the ſame danger to uſe the ſame Remedy. Since 
the Son of God to purchaſe our Happineſs, denied 
himſelf the enjoyment of worldly Delights, and 
endured the worlt of temporal Evils, nothing can 


A —_ 


(f) Cum omnibus vitz officiis juſtitiz ſpecimen prebuiſſet, ut 
doloris quoque patientiam, mortiſque contemptum, . quibus per- 
feta & conſummata fit virtus, traderethomini, venit in manus 
1mpiz nationis, cum & vitare potuiflet ſcientia futuri quam ge- 
_ .., — a_ edam yirtute qua mirabilia fecit. Tert. de 
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be more effe&ual to convince us,that the Pleaſures 
of the World are-not conſiderable as to our laſt 
End, and that preſent Aflitions are ſo far from 
being inconſiſtent with our ſupreme Bleſſedneſs, 
that they prepare us for it. 

ID ſhort, His excellent Example not only en- 
lightens our Minds to diſcover our Duty, buc in- 
ables and excitesto perform it. As the Eye in be- 
holding viſible Obje&t receives their Image, ſo by 
contemplating the Graces that are conſpicuous in 
our Redeemer, we derive a ſimilitude from them. 
We all, faith the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 3. 18. with open 
face bebolding as in a Glaſs the Glory of the Lord, that 
is, by viewing in the Goſpel the Life of Chriſt 
which was glorious in Holineſs, Ze are changed imo 
the ſame Image from Glory to Glory, even as by the 
Spirit of the Lord : that is, gradually faſhioned in 
Grace accordingto his likeneſs, 

And what can more powerfully move and per- 
{wade us to Holineſs, than to conſider the Preſi- 
dent that Chriſt hath ſer before us? For how ho» 
nourable is it to be like the Son of God, by Con- 
formity to Chriſt we partake of the Divine Per- 
tetions. The King of Heaven will acknowledg 
us for his Children ; when we bear the reſemblance 
of our elder Brother. Beſides the motive of Ho- 
nour, Love doth ſtrongly incline to follow Hali- 
neſs in imitation of our Redeemer. 'This is one 
difference between Knowledg and Love, the Un- 
derſtanding draws the obje to it ſelf, and tranf- 
forms it into its own likeneſs ; thus material Ob- 
jets have an immaterialexiſfence in che mind when 
ie contemplates them: But Love goes forth to the 
Obje& loved ; the Soul is more where ic loves than 
where ir lives; that is, there is more of ics intel- 
leQual Preſence, ics Thoughts and Deſires, and ic 

always 


always affedts a reſemblance to it. Thus Love 
humbled God,and made him like to us in Nature ; 
and Love exalts Man,by making him like coGod in 

| Holineſs ; for it excites us to imitate and expreſs 

in our A&ions the Vertues of him who hath called us 

to bis Kingdom and Glory. 

3. In order to the reſtoring of Holineſs to lapſed 
Man, the Lord Chriſt purchas'd and conveys the 
Spiritco them. A ſtate of Sin includes a toral pri- 
vation of Holineſfs,and an active contrariety againſt 
it. - The Sinner is dead as to the Spiritual Lite, and 
a5 Unable to revive himſelf, as a Carcaſe is to break 
the Gates of Death and return to the Light of the 
Word: but he lives to the Senſual Life, and ex- 
preſſes a conſtant oppoſition to the Law of God. 
He is without ſtrength as to his Duty, not able to 
conceive one holy Thought, or to excite a ſincere 
and ardent Deſire towardsDivineThings ; but hath 
ftrong Inclinations of Will, and great Power for 
that which is Evil. Now to reſtore Life to the 
dead Soul, and to conquer the living Enmity that 
is in it againſt Holineſs, no leſs than the Divine 
Power was requiſite. And theeffeRing this is pecu- 
liarly attribured to the Spirit, Our Saviour tells 
Nicodemus, John 3. 5. Except a Man be born of Wa- 
ter, and of the Holy Gho#t, he cannot ſee the Kinodom 
of God. And the Apoſtle faith, Tit. 3. 5. That 
according to his Mercy he ſaves us, by the waſhing of 
Regeneration, and by the renewing of the Holy Gho#F. 
Asin the Creation, where all the Perſons concur- 
red, *twas the motion of the Spirit that conveyed 
the Life of Nature ; ſo in the Renovation of the 
World, where they all co-operate, 'tis the power- 
ful working of the Spirit that produces the Life of 
Grace. He viſits us in the Grave, and inſpires the 
Breath and Flameof Heaven to animate and warm 
our 


353 The Þarmony of theOtvine Attributes 


* a, X# tn ou mugs 89o"*£©=, W#wp wad co oc 


yon, Y A Frm Aa — we. > 


To FD fe on: 


in Contriving Dan's Redemption. 369 


our dead Heaits. "Twas requiſite not only that the 
Word ſhould take Fleſh , but that Fleſh ſhould re- 
ceive the Spiric ro quicken and enable it to per- 
form the Acts of the Divine Life, *Tis for this 
reaſon therhird Perſon is frequen:ly ſtiled inScripture 
the Holy Spirit. "That Tile hath not an immediate 
reſpect to his N-tnre, but to the Operations which 
are afligned to Him, in the admirable Ozconomy of 
our Redemption. *Tis not upon the account of his 
elſential and eternal Puricy, which is common to 
all the Perſons, bur in regard of his Office, to in- 
fule Holinets into the deprav'd Soul,and renew the 
Divine Image, that he is fo called. Now Jeſus 
Chriſt purchaſed the Spirit by his Humiliation and 
Sufferings, and conveys Him to us in his Exaltation 
and Glory. 

1. He purchaſed the Spirit by his Sufferings.For 
ſince Man fell from his Original Innocence, he is 
juſtly deprived of ſpecial Grace, that is neceſſary 
to heal and recover him. And till by a perte& Sa- 
crifice Divine Juſtice was appeaſed, (that had ſhut 
the Treaſure of Heaven) and the Fortziture taken 
off, he could not obtain the Eternal Riches. God 
muſt be reconciled before he will beſtow the Holy 
Spirit; a Giftſo great and fo precious, the earneſt 
of his peculiar Love and ſpecial Favour to us. 
Therefore our Saviour tells his Diſciples, John 16. 
7. who were extreamly afflicted for his departure 
trom them, That it was expedient he ſhould go away, 
for otherwiſe the Spirit would not come 3; whole Office 
was to convince and convert the World. The de- 
parture of Chriſt implied his Death and Aſcenſion, 
both which were reguitite in order to the {ending 
of him. If the Blood of Chriſt had not been ſrca. 
on the Croſs, the Spirit had not been poured forth 
from Heaven. The Effufion cf thz one, was the 
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cauſe of the Effuſion of the other. The Rock that 
refreſhed the Tſraelites in the Deſert, did not pour 
forth its Miraculous Waters, tillit was ftruck by the 
Rod of Moſes; to inſtruct us, That Chrift our Spi- 
ritual Rock muſt be ſtruck with the Curſe of the 
Law, the »y{fical Rod of Moſes, to communicate 
the Waters of Life to us, that is, the Spirit, who 
is repreſented in Scripture under that Element, 

2. Our Redeemer confers the Spirit after his glo- 
rious Exaltation : Fhen he aſcended on high, be led 
Captivity captive, and gave Gifts unto Men, Ephel, 
4. 8. After bis Triumph over Principalities and 
Powers, He diſpensd his Bounty in this rich Dona- 
tive. For the Holy Spirit was firſt given to Chriſt, 
as the Reward of his excellent Obedience in dying, 
that was infinitely pleaſing to God, to be commu. 
nicated from him to Men. And he received the 
Spirit in the quality of Mediator upon his entrance 
into Heaven. The Pſalmiſt declares this Prophetical- 
ly, Pſal. 68. 18. Thou haſt aſcended on high, thou haſt 
led Captivity captive, thou baſt received Gifts for Men, 
yea for the rebellious alſo, that the Lord God might 
dwell among them. He acquired a right to thoſe 
Treaſures by dying, but he takes poſſeflion of them 
after his Aſcenſion. Now he is Crowned, he holds 
forth the Scepter of his Royalty. Therefore *cis 
faid, that when Chriit was upon the Earth, the Ho- 
ty Spirit was not given, becauſe Feſws was not glorified. 
If it be objected, that Believers before the Aſcenſi. 
on of Chriſt were partakers of the Spirit. The An- 
{wer is clzar ; 

x. Ic was upon Chriſt's interpoſing in the begin- 
ning as Mediator, and with reſpect to his future 
Death and Aſcenſion, that the Spirit was given to 
them. 


2. The 
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2. The degrees of communicating the Spirie 
before and after the Aſcention of Chriſt are very 
different : whether we conſider the Gifts of the 
Spirit, (2 Cor. 1.) thoſe extraordinary Abilities 
with which the Apoſtles were endu2d ; or the 
Fruits of the Spirit, (Gal. 5. 22.) the SanRifying 
Graces that are beſtowed on Believers, the meaſure 
of chem far exceeds whatever was conveyed before. 
The Spicit deſcended as in a dew upon the Jewiſh 
Nation, but *cis now poured torth in ſhowers up- 
on all fleſh. Now in the fiile of Scripture, things 
are ſaid to be, when apparently and eminently 
they diſcover their being : So that comparatively. 
to the Power and Virtue of the Spiric diſcove- 
red in the Church ſince the Gloritication of Chriſt, 
he was not given before. All the former Mani- 
feſtations are obſcured by the exceſs and excel- 
lency of the later. And not only the Decree of 
God, which is ſufficient ro conne& thoſe things 
that have no natural dependance, but there are 
ſpecial Reaſons for the Order of this Diſpenſa- 
tion : for the great End of the Spiric's coming, 
was to reveal fully to the World the way of Sal- 
vation ; to diſcover the unſearchable Riches of * 
Grace ; to aſfure Men of Happineſs after this Life, 
that they might be reduced trom a ſtate of Re- 
bellion to Obedience, and their Aﬀetions be refi- 
ned and purified from all Earthiinel-, and made 
Angelical and Heavenly. Now the principal De- 
monſtracions which he uſed to periwade Men cf 
theſe things, are the Death and Reſurreftion of 
Chriſt, without which theſe Myiieries had been 
under a Cloud. That the Inſtruction therefore 
of the Spiric might be clear and effeQual, it was 
neceſſary Chriſt ſhould ſuffer and enter into Hea- 
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ven, and accompliſh thoſe things he was to 
teach. 

And from hence we may obſerve that the 
Sandifying grace of the Spiric is-the inſ:para- 
ble concomitant of the Evangelical Mercy. "The 
Goſpel and the Spiric are the: Wings by which 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs brings healing and Life to 
the World, The ſupernatural declaration of Ju+ 
ſtice in the Law from Mount Sina; was not ac- 
companied with the efficacy of Grace : There- 
fore *tis called the miniſtration of Death. 2 Cor. 
3- 7. It conveyed no Spiritual ſtrength as de- 
livered by the Hands of Moſes, conſidering him 
preciſely in the quality of the legal Mediatour, 
but threatned a Curſe to the breakers of it. 
All the Promiſes of Mercy ſcattered in the 
Books of Mvſes belong to the Covenant of 
Grace. The Goſpel is called the Law of the 
Spirit of Life, and the Miniſtration of the Spirit ; 
that is, the Spirit of Holinets and Comfort from 
whom true and Eternal Life proceeds, is ſolely 
communicated by it. The natural diſcovery of 
the Divine Goodneſs in the Works of Crea- 
' tion and Providence, is without the renewing 
Power of the Spirir. "There is a Correſpondence 
b2:wween the external Revelation of Mercy, and 
the internal Grace of the Spiric in their Origt- 
nal: as the one is ſupernatural, ſo is the other. 
Not but that the Heathens had ſome fainter 
B-ams of the Sun of Righteouineſs, for be 7n- 
lightens every Mmm that comes into the World, and 
iome lower Operations of the Spirit, whereby 
they were reduced from Intemperance, Inconti- 
nency and other grols Vices, to the pracice of 
teveral Vertugs that reſiped the Civil Lifz. And 
of 
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of this we have an eminent inſtance recorded by D:- 
ogenes Laertiusz that Polemo half-drunk, crown'd 
with Roles (g), and in the dreſs of a Harlor rather 
than of a Man, coming into the School of the le- 
vere Zenocrates, hearing him diſcourſe of Tempe- 
rance, as by a Charm, was ſo perfealy changed, 
that caſting away the Garland from his Head, and 
the laſcivious ornaments that were about him, and 
which was more conlidereble, his vicious Habits 
from his Son}, he that entered in a Reveller, came 
forth a Philoſopher, fo corrected and compoſed in 
his manners, that he was called the Derick Tone, 
which of all others was the molt ſolemn and maj-- 
{tical in the Muſick of thoſe times. Now this Aits- 
ration was wronglit by the force of natural Reaſon, 
which prevailed on him to renounc? thoſe ſenſual 
and baſ2 Luſts, that were inconſiltenc with the Ho- 
nour and peace of a Man in this preſent Lite. But 
ſill he was exceedingly diſtant from the Purity of 
a true Saint, who partakes :f rhe Divine Nature, 
and 15 inclined in all his Motions ro God. All 
the Precepts of Aforality, to uſe the Similicude 
of Plutarch, are like itrong Perfumes that ſometimes 
revive thoſe that are ina Sworn by the Fallins-Sick- 
nf, but never heal them : So they may recover 
thoſe that are debauch'd from the outward Practice 
of thoſe ignoble Vices which violate natural Con- 
ſcience, but they cannot rectify and cure the cor- 
rupt Nature. The higheſt Philoſophical Change was 

Bb 3 only 


(z) Qualem ilJum fuifle ferunt, qui delibutus unguentis, redi- 
mitus floribus, ſubnixvs meretricibus, antelvucano pot ebrius, 
& diurno Cereorum comitatus lumine, Philoſupit auditorium 
diſputantis ingrefſus eft, quo audito ut atunt, coronas fcirtim de- 
traxerit, unguenta deterſerit, ſcortis valedixcrit, Plitoſcphus 
poſtea tantus evaſerit, ut efſet fobrietatis exemplum, qui ſfucrat 
antea ebrietatis ludibrium, Ambro/. de El:z, & * 
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cnly from thoſeV ices which were ſcandalous in the 
viewof Men ; but conſiſted with thoſe which were, 
though more ſubtile, yet nor leſs finful, and diſcer- 
nible by the pure Eye of God. "Twas from one 
kind of Sin to another, from ſenſual to ſpiritual, 
Satan caſt out Satan (h) ; or from higher to lower 
degrees of Sin,but not from Sin to Holineſs. And al. 
though the ſame good Works,as to the external ſub- 
ftance, were performed by the Heathens as by Chri- 
ftians, yet they vaſtly differ in their Principle and 
End. A Brute performs all the Ads of Senſe that 
a Man doth, but *cis merely from the ſen/itive Soul, 
thatis of a lower order than that which animates a 
Man. So in the Heathen 'twas only the humane Spi- 
rit excited by Secular and Private Intereſts, Selt- 
love, fervile Fear, that performed Moral Attions. 
But che Holy Spirit (who infuſes Grace, that is as 
it were a ſecond Soul, to elevate that which before 


quickened the Body) is the tru2 Principle of Chri-' 


ſtian Vertues. This ſanRifying Spirit, who tranf: 
forms us into the Divine Nature,and makes an en- 
tire and thorow Change in the Heart and Conver- 
fation, they did not receive in the way of Nacure. 
Of this we have a convincing proof in the Exam- 
ple of the beft Maſters of Morality, who by their 
Diſcourſes or Writings rais'd it to the point of its 
Perfe&tion. Socrates the Father of Philoſophy (3), to 
whom this Honour is aſcribed among the Grecians, 
that he firſt madeWiſuom deſcend from Heaven to 

Earth, 


Ch ) Alis peccatis alia peccata vincuntur. Czteras cupiditates 
hujus unius (nempz gloriz) ingenti cupiditate preſſcrunt. Aug. 
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Earth, becauſe he left the ſtudy of Afronomy (&), 
in which the Philoſophers before him were moſt 
converſant, and applied himſelf to that which was 
uſeful for the Government of Life, and Reformati- 
on of Manners : He that is propounded by theGen- 
tiles as an unparrallel'd Pattern, as one that diſcove- 
red to what degree of Excellency Vertue might 
raiſe the humane Spiric, yet was guilty of great [- 
morality and Impizty. Thoſe who pretend to have 
known the retirements of his Life, accuſed him of 
impure Commerce with Alcbiades (1). He.betray- 
ed the Chaſtity of his Wite, by giving her to his 
Friend. Plato and X:nophon, his Admirers, declare his 
compliance with the common Idolatry, which is 
juſtly aggravated by St. Auſtin, being againſt the 
Convictions of his Conſcience. For al:tough in 
private Dilcoarſe with his Friends he acknowledged 
but one God, and conſidered the Sun and Moon only 
as the Works and Initruments of the Divine Power, 
and inthe rank of other Creatures ; yet in his 4- 
pology before his Judges to prevent the fatal Sentence, 
he charged his Enemies to be guilty of impudent 
Falſchood, who accuſed him that he did not believe 
the Gods, ſince he believed, as all other Men, char 
the Sun and Moon were Gods, And during the 
time of his Imprifonment, he never addreſſed one 
Prayer to God for the Pardon of his Sins ; for he 
had ſo high an opinion of his own Vertnes, that he 


. was inſenfible of his Vices, And dying, he coimman- 


ded a Cock to be offered to <£/culap:zrs, that is, ta 
Bb 4 the 
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Ch _) Nec nova inferens Demons, ſed vetera depcliens, nec 
adoleſcentiam vitians, ted omni bono pudoris informans, Terru!, 
de An. Chriſtianam ſapientiam Socraticz prxferens. O ſapien- 
tix Attice exemplum, Learo eſt Philoſophus. Tertul. 4polnge 
Vid. Xenophon, Memorah, 1. 4. 

C1) Vid. Thead, Greca, affcQ, Cur. |. 12, vid. Plat, Conuite 
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the Devil, under t'-< Ciſguiſe of that famous Phy/e- 
cian |, To Sccrares | ſhall aud Seneca: Never any, 
excepting the Sacred Writers, and thoſe who are 
inſtrated by them, har'; writ more excellently, 
He deſcribes Vertue 2s if the living Original were 
in his Breaſt ; but how dull a Copy was drawn in 
his Life! There is as great adifference between the 
expreflion of it by his Pen and by his Actions, as 
between the lively Picture of a Face by a rare Pen- 
cil (mz), and the rude draught of it with a Coal. 
What a villainous part did he a& in exciting Nero to 
murder his Mother* ; and afrer in writing an Apo- 
logy for it, employing the colours of his Rherorick to 
cover one of the fouleſt blots which hath appeared 
in the Succeffion of all Ages ? His Philoſophy was not 
a powerful Antidote againſt the Contagion of the 
Court. (Vid. Tacit. lib. 15.) What juſt excuſe can 
there be of his Cruelty to his Wife, in cutting her 
Veins that ſhe might die wich him ; from a vain- 
gloricus defire to eternize their Reputation 2 And 
whereas among the whole Chorus of Vertues (n), he 
1n a ſpecial manner exalts Magnanimity in the con- 
rempt of earthly chings, and determines that the 
n2ceſlities of Nature are the juſt meaſures of Riches 
and Delights, 'and all other things which the irre- 
enlar Appeties of Men purſue ; fo that one would 
think him an Angel in Fleſh, converſing below to 
inft:uct the World how to be happy : yet the He- 
ftortans of thole times tax him for inſatiable Ava- 

rice, 
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rice, that in a little time by unworthy Arts he ra- 
ked up an incredible Sum of Mony. Suppoſing ie 
a Calumny that he forged many Wills to ſeize upon 
the Eſtates belonging to others, what excuſe can 
there be for hisexceſhive Uſury, his forcing the Br- 
tains to borrow a Million of Seſterces, and calling 
for it in, ſo much to their prejudice, as was likely 
to have cauſed their Rebellion 2 What for his ſum- 
ptuous Palaces, and Gardens of Pleaſure, exceeding 
the Luxury of Nero? Andall theſe poſſeſt by a Man 
who had no Son to inherit, a Philoſopher, a Sto- 
ick, the great Commender of bleſſed Poverty. All 
the Apology he makes, is, that a wife Man, thart is, 
himſelf, Now amat Divitias ſed mavult, non in ani- 
mum illas ſed in domum inducit, non r«ſpicit poſſeſſas 
ſed continet. Agreeing with Arif5ppus a Philolophi- 
Zing Animal, who being reproved for his intangle- 
ment in brutiſh Love with a famous Harlot, repli- 
ed, I poſſeſs her, not ſhe me. The only difference is 
in the matter of their Afﬀections, the one was Ri- 
ches, the other Pleaſure. By theſe Inſtances we 
may judge of the reſt of the Philoſophers: Although 
a Vein of Gold appear in their Writings, yet their 
Lives were full of Droſs. 'The beſt of them are 
charged to have practiſed Vice with thoſe, to whom 
they commended the Precepts of Vertue. The fou- 
leſt Actions were approved by ſome, and the moſt 
excellent condemned by others that pretended co 
Philoſophical Perfection (o). Unnatural Luſt was 


al- 


(0) Vid. Philonts judicium de Platonico convivio, in Lib. de 
Vita. Contempt. Quanquam 1llorum ſe ingenia amare dicebant 
ea fere potifſimum amabant quz bene habitabant. Quis eſt enim 
iſte amor amicitizx? cur neque deformem Adolcſcentem quil- 
quam amat, nec formoſum ſenem ? Cicer, . 
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allowed as indifferent by Zero and Chryſippzs (p) : 
And the nobleſt Love in giving Life it felf for the 
Glory of God in Martyrdom, is cenſured by Epidte- 
12s and Antoninns, as the efſiect of fooliſh and incu- 
rable Melancholy 1n Chriftians, who were diſguſted 
with the World, and devoted themſelves to Death. 
The Spirit of Holineſs who forms che powerful and 
laſting Habits of true Vertue in the Soul, that effe- 
cually enclines from the Love of God, and with an 
intention for his Glory, to obey his Will ; as it 
was purchaſed by Jeſus Chrilt, ſo it is peculiar to 
the Diipenſation of the Goſpel that reveals Him, 
The Do&rine of it is not delivered with ſo much 
Pomp,but with infinite more efficacy than che moſt 
eloquent Inſtructions of Phzlsſophers. Oae plain 
Sermon that repreſents Chriſt as Crucified before our 
Eyes to obtain Pardon of Sin for us, inflames the 
Soul with a more ardent Love toGod and vehemenct 
hatred of Sin, than all their elegant and ſublime 
Diſcourſes. There is the ſame difference between 
their Morals and the Evangelical Inſticution, as be- 
tween two Nurſes : The one is adorned, and looks 
lovely to the Eye,but wants Milk to nourilh che In- 
rant in her Arms; the other is not ſo amiable in ap- 
pearance, but hath a living Spring of Milk to nou- 
riſh her Child. Philoſophy hath the advantage of 
artificial Beauty, but cannot ſupply the nouriſhment 
that is neceſſary to maintain the firitual Life. But 
| the Goſpel affords the ſincere rational Milk to the 
Soul, that it may grow thereby, *Tis therefore called 
the Word of Life, a Title that diſtinguiſhes ic from 
the Law, and all humane Initicutions. 


4. Jeſus 
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(p) Venerem nefandam & quoſvis Inceſtus effe adiaphoro di- 
cebant non ſolum Epicure, ſed ſeveri ili Stoici, quod Sextus 
Empiricus nos docet ex Zenone & Chryſippo. 
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4: Jeſus Chriſt hath preſented the ſtrongeſt in- 
ducements and motives to perſwade us to Holineſs. 
The way which he takes to fave us,is not by a meer 
A& of Power to raiſe us above our ſelves; but he 
deals with us conveniently to our frame,in making 
uſe of our Aﬀedtions to bring us to himſelf, And 
whereas there are three Aﬀecions that have amigh- 
ty Power over the reaſonable, and are the inward 
Springs of humane Actions, viz. Fear, Hope, and 
Love ; He hath propounded ſuch Objects to them 
which being duly conſidered, are infinitely more 
efficacious than any thing that may divert us from 
our Duty. The great Temptations to Sin are from 
the Terrors or Delightsof Senſe, and to overcome 
theſe, he hath brought to our affiſtance the Powers 
of the World to come : That is, hath revealed the 
dreadful Preparations for the Puniſhment of the 
Wicked, and the Glorious Rewards that attend the 
Godly in their future State. 

Now to diſcover the efficacy of thoſe ObjeRts for 
the perſwading Men to be Holy, I will con{ider, 
I. Their Greatneſs, as 'tis deſcribed in the Goſpel. 
2, Their Truch and Reality, of which our Saviour 
hath given us convincing evidence and aſſurance. 

1. Toexcite our Fear,he threatens Tormenrs ex- 
treme and eternal. Theſe are ſet forth by {i:ch re- 
preſentations, as may impreſs the quicke!t ſenſe of 
them upon Men. For the Imagination depends on 
ſenſible experience, and is ſtrongly aff:$ed wich 
thoſe thingsthat are terrible to our ontwa:«! Facul- 
ties Now Hell is deſcribed by a Worm: (Mar. 9. 
44.) gnawing the moſt tender Parts, that are moſt 
capable of pain; to ſignifie the furious Refle&ions 
of the guilty Soul, the Sting of che enraged Con- 
ſcience, the Torment of thoſe periect Paflions that 
continually vex the Damned, And *cis ſet forth by 

Fire 
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Fire ana Brim{tone, that 15 moit nerce to ſenle ; the 


ſerious conſideration of which is enough to Caule 
Terror and Amazement in all that are liable to it, 
And if the ſole apprehenſion be intolerable, how 
much more will the dwelling with devouring Fire, and 
everlaſting Burning ? *Tis called the blackneſs of Dark- 
neſs, to lignify the compleat horror of chat State, 
The Fire hath only force to burn, not to give any 
Light co mitigate the obſcurity. Tis called the ſecond 
Death *, in compariſon of whichthat of che Body is 
but the Shadow of Death. Nothing of Life re- 


mains but the ſenſe of Miſery, and that will be as, 


ſtrong for ever as at the firſt entrance into it, This 
infinicely increaſes the Torment, that ir ſhall never 
end. The ſuffering Soul knows it ſhall be Eternal, 
and as ſuch it is felt and aflias. The hire that de. 
vours, ſhall never ſay *is enough ; that ſid Night 
ſhall never have a Morning ; that horrible Tempeſt 
never any Calm. The Damned have no breathing 
of Reſt in their extreme Pains, no ſhadow of Hope 
to refreſh them in their intollerable Heat, but are 
under torment day and night, for ever and ever, Rev, 
20. 10. Now what can be more powerful to re- 
ſtrain men from Sin than the Terrors of che Lord? 
If the deſires of carnal and momentany Pleaſures 
are impetuous and urgent, what can be more effe- 
ual to give check to them, than the Conſideration 
that they are attended with a painful Eternity, that 
within alittle while nothing will remain of the moſt 
pleaſant Luſts but the Worm and the Fire ? Thus 
one extreme is cured by another. Or, if the Fear 
of Men, who can inflict but outward Evils, and 
Death on the Body, at any time reſiſts the pertor- 
mance of our Duty, what is more proper to leſſzn 

the 


* Rev. 20, 14. Mortuivitz, & mortiſine fine viſturi. Aug. 
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the Impreflion, than to remember how dreadful a 
thing it is to fall into the revenging Hands of the li- 
ving God, who lives for ever, and can puniſh for e- 
yer 2 Thus our Saviour fortified his Diſciples againſt 


' Perſecution, Luk. 12. 4, 5. I ſay unto you, my Friends, 
Be not afraid of them that fill the Body, and after that 


bave no more that they can do; but I will forewarn you 
whom you ſhall fear : fear him which after he hath kil- 
led hath power to caſt into Hell ; yea, I jay unto you, fear 
him. Eternal Damnation is infinite!y more fearful 
than Temporal Death. As the Rod of Moſes de- 
voured the Rods of the Magicians ; 1o the Fear of 
Hell overcogfes the Fear of Death, and all the Tor- 
ments whicttjgnd with this Lite. 

I ſhall add farther,to ſhew how fit an Argument 
this is to work on Mankind ; That uſually the Fear 
of Evil more deeply affe&s than the Hope of Good. 
When the Imagination is violently ſtruck with an 
Object,it bath a mighty force roturn the Mind and 
Will it fzIf. Therefore Laws are ſecured by Pa- 
niſhments, not by Rewards. Indeed the Fear of 
Hell at firſt dipoles us for the Love of Heaven : to 
eſcape the one we fly to the other. As the vircue of 
the Loaditone is increalt by arming it with Iron, 
which although it hath noattractive Power init ſelf, 
yer by conjun&ion it makes the others more forci- 
ble: So the Promiſe of Heaven makes a {tronger 
impreſſion upon us by the threatning of H-1l to all 
that deſpiſe it. Were it not for the Torments of 
Hell (which are more eafily conceived by us whilſt 


we are cloathed with Fleii;, than Celeſtial Joys,and : 


therefore more ſtrongly affect us) Heaven would 


 beneglected, and be as empty of Sair:s as *tis full 


of Glory. To awak<n us out of the deep Lethar- 
gy of ſenſual Luits, the mo!* pleafanc Muſick is 
ineffectual, nothing leſs is requiſize than cutting 
and ſcarifying. And 
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And not only thoſe that begin and firſt enter in 
the ways of Godlinefs, but thoſe who are advanc'd 
in Chriſtianity have need of this Bridle. For there 
areſomeTemptations wherein the Fleſh aſſaults the 
Spirit with that violence, that Love it ſelf is obli- 
ged to call in Fear to its afliftance, as being more 
proper to repreſs its inordinate motions. *Tis only 
in Heaven that perfe& Love will conſume all con- 
piſcence, and caſt out fear of Judgment : but whilſt 
we are encompaſt with Temptations, we muſt not 
think under the pretext of a more raiſed Spiritua- 
lity, that the Fear of Hell is eicher unbecoming or 
unneceſſary. *Tis not unworthy a Child of God to 
imploy all the Motives of the Goſpel. We are 
commanded to work out our own Salvation with fear 
and trembling, Phil. 2. 12. 

Bur the opening of Hell toour view isnot ſuffici- 
ent alone to make us Holy. For the ſtrongeſt Ter- 
rors, although they reſtrain from che outward for- 
bidden a&, yet do not change the Heart. According 
to that of St. Auſtin, Inaniter ſe vifforem putat eſſe 
peccati qui pane timore non peccat ; quia etſinon impletur 
foris negotium male <g——_ tamen cupiditas intus 
eſt boſt;that is,thefear ofPuniſhment can never make 
us truly victorious over Sin,becauſe altho we do not 
actually accompliſh the Deſires of the corrupt Will, 
yet the corrupt Will is ſtill an Enemy that lives with- 
in, and is only deſtroyed by the Love of Holineſs, 
which allures us by the excellentReward that is pro- 
miſzd co it. Beſides, Fear is a violent Paſſion to 
' which Nature is repugnant , fo that although its 
Power is great, yet not conſtant. How ſtrong ſo- 
. ever che lorce is by which a Stone is thrown up- 
wards, yet the Impreſſion is weakned by degrees, 
and overcome by the natural wzight of the Stone 
whereby ic falls co the Center. So the humane Na- 
rure 
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eure reſiſts Fear, and leſſens its Impetuouſneſs fo far, 
that frequently it returns to ſenſual Luſts, There- 
fore that the Law of the Spirit may be perfe& and 
ſtable,it muſt be confirmed by the Hopes of Heaven. 
As the Natural, fo the Spiritual Life muſt be nou- 
riſh'd by grateful Food, *tis not preſerved with A- 
loesor Wormwood. For this reafon our Saviour, 

2. To encourage and raiſe our Hopes, offers to 
usa Reward infinitely valuable : for as God is Infi- 
nite, ſuch is the Happineſs he beſtows on his Favou- 
rites. *Tis deſcribed to us in Sciipture under the 
moiſt enamouring repreſentations 3 as a State of 
Peace and Love, of Joy and Glory; 

The Prince of Peace reigns in the Holy Feruſalem that 
: above, and prelerves an everlaſting Serenity and 
Calmneſs. 'The mucinous Spirits that rebelied were 
preſently chaſed from thence, into this lower Regi- 
on where they brought troutie and diſorder, He 
maketh Peace in his high Places. The Peace of Heaven 
is like the Chryſtal Sea before the Throne of the Lamb, 
which no unquiet Agitation ever troubles or di- 
ſturbs. | 

An inviolable Love unites all his Subjes, no Di- 
viſion or Jealouſy diſcompoſes their Concord. They 
enjoy without envy : for infinice Bleiſednefs is not 
diminiſhed by the number of Poſſeilors. The Inheri- 
tance in Light # communicated to all. Although the 
Angels arediſtinguiſhed by their ſeveral Orders and 
Miniftrations, as Ser2phims and Cherub;z:s, Thrones 
and Powers, yet a Chain of Holy Love binds all 
their Afﬀections togetier. And though the Saints 
ſhine with different degrees of Glory, yer, as in a 
Chores of Muſlick,the diffzrent Voices make one en- 
tire Harmony : So Love,that ever continues, unites 
their Wills in a delightful harmonious Agreement. 
The millions of Celeſtial Inhabitatics compole bur 
one 
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one Society, Love mixjng in one maſs of Light and 
Glory, all their Underſtandings and Wills. 

And ſince all true Joy and Sweetnelsfprings from 
Love,'tis impoſſible but they muſt feel unſpeakable 
Complacency,in the reciprocal exerciſe of fo Holy 
and pure an aftetion. But Principally, their Joy 
ariſes from the poſleflion of God himſelf, by the 
cleareſt Knowledg and pureſt Love of his Excellen- 
cies. They ſee him as he 4, x John 3. 2. Sight is 
the moſt Spiricual and noble Senſe, that gives the 
moſt diſtin& and evident diſcovery of its Objects. 
The Soul in its exalted ſtate, ſees the King i his 
Beauty, all the Perfections of that infinitely Glori- 
ous and Bleſſed Nature in their Brightneſs and Pu- 
rity. And this Sight cauſes the moſt ardent Love, 
by which there 1s an intimate and vital Union be- 
tween the Soul and its Happineſs; and from hence 
ſprings perfect Delight : I thy Preſence is fulneſs of 
Foy, Pfal. 16. 11. Ir expels all Evil that would im- 
bitrer and lefſen our Felicity. And this is an admi- 
rable Priivileds for the Humane Nature, that is fo 
ſenſible of trouble. All Complaints and Cries, 
(Rev. 21. 4.) all Sighings and Sorrows are for ever 
baniſh'd trom Heavey. It che Light of the Sun be 
ſo pl:aſant, that every Morning revives the World, 
and renders it new to us which was huried in the 
Dar knels of the Night ; how infinitely pleaſant 
will the Light of Glory be, that diſcovers the ab- 
{olute and univerſal Excellencies of the Deity, the 
Beauty of his Holineſs, the Perfection of his Wit- 
dom, the Greatneſs of his Power, and the Riches 
of his Mercy ? How inexpreſflibly great is the Hap- 
' Pineſs that proceeds from the illumination of a pu- 
rified Soul, when ſuch is the amiableneſs of God, 
that his infinite and eternal Felicity ariſes from the 
fruicion of himfelf? The Joy of Heaven is fo _ 
an 
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and ſatisfying, that « thouſand Years there, are but as 
one Day. Inferior earthly Goods preſently loſe the 
Flower of Novelty, and languilk in our enjoyment 
of them: Variety is neceſſary to put an edge upon 
our Appetites, and quicken our Delights ; becauſe 
they are imperfe&, and fall ſhore of our expecta- 
tion. But the Obje& of our Bleſſednefs is infinite. 
ly great, and produces the ſame pure and perfect 
Joy for ever. After the longeſt fruition it never 
cloys or fatiates, but is as freſh and new as at the 

firſt moment. | 
And that which is the peculiar Pleaſure of the 
Redeemed, is, that they ſhall be with Chriſt, and ſee 
his Glory, Joh.19. 24. What a marvellous Joy will 
fill our Hearts, to ſee our Bleiled Saviour, who 
{uffer'd ſo mnch for us on Earth, to reign in Hea- 
ven ? Here he was in his enemies Hands ; there he 
hath them under his Feet. Here he was in the - 
form of a Servant ; there He appears in the form of 
Ged, adorn'd with all the Marks of Majeſty. Here 
he was under the Clond of his Father's Diſplea- 
ſure; there he appears as the Brightneſs of his 
Glory. Here he was ignominiouſly Crucihied ; there 
he is crown'd with Immortal Honour. Now con- 
ſidering the ardent Afﬀections which the Saints 
have to their Redeemer, the Contemplation of him 
in this glorious State muſt infinitely raviſh their 
Hearts : eſpecially, if we conſider that the exal- 
tation of Chriſt is theirs. The Members criumpk 
when the Head is crown'd : His excellent Glory 
refleas a Luſtre upon them, and by the ſight of ic 
they are chang'd into his Likeneſs. It the im- 
perfe& and dim fight of his Divine Vertues in the 
Goſpel, hath a Power to change Believers into his 
Image from Glory to Glory, how much more the Vi- 
ſion of his unyeiled Face 2 Our Graces here are 
Cc but 
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but as the rude Draught and firſt Colours of the 
Divine Image, that ſhall then be in its perfe&ion. Þ] | 
We know that when be appears, we ſhall be like him, | 
for we ſhall ſee him as be #, 1 Joh. 3. 2. The ſimi- 
litude between the Saints above and Chriſt, is ſo | \ 
exact, that it one ſhould enter'into the Kingdom | | 
of Heaven, and were not' dire&ted by the Light | ; 
of chat Place, he would be apt to think every glo. |] ; 

c 

F 
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rified Saint he meets to be more than a Creature, 
St. Fohn the beloved of Chriſt, and as clear-fight- 
ed as any of the Apoſtles, miſtook an Angel for 
God ; and would have adored him, although hedid |] y 
Not appear in his full Glory. The Kingdoms of | n 
the World, with all their Splendour, are no more Þ} {: 
in compare to it, than a dead ſpark to the Sunin | » 
its biightneſs. The very Bodies of the Saints |} , 
- ſhall be raiſed from the Grave, and beautified with Þ r: 
eternal Ornaments : They ſhall be Companions {| » 
with the Angels, and conformed to the glorious } « 
Body of Chriſt. Briefly, in the Preſent ſtate we } o 
are not Capable to receive the full knowledge. of Þ tt 
Heaven : What we underſtand is infinitely defira- } þ, 
ble, but the moſt glorious part is ſtill undiſcove. 
red. The Apoſtle tells us, x Cor. 2. 9. Eye hath wot } (e 
feen, nor Ear heard, neither bath it enter d into the | ta 
beart of Man to conceive what God hath prepared fir | T 
thoſe that love him. All that is beautiful or fweet | ſu 
here, is bur a ſhadow of that Glory, a drop. of F ur 
that vaſt Occan cf D-lights. For all that is de- | be 
firable in the Creatures, and is diſpersd among | «, 
them, is unice4 in God as the Original in an infinite ; 
and indeficient manner 3 with all the Prerogartives | (Þ 
that the Creatures have not. Celeſtial Bleſlednels | hi 
as much exceeds our moſt raiſed thoughts, as God | 
is more glorious in himſelf than in any repreſen- | 1a 
tations made of him by the ſhadows of our _ gi 
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ly Imaginations. There is a greater diſpropor- 
tion between the condition of a Saint on Earth 
and in Heaven, than between the Life of an Infanc 
in the Womb, and of the ſame Perſon when ad- 
vanc'd to the Throne, and attended with the No- 
bility of a Nation. St. Fobn declares. 1 Joh. 3. 2. 
Now we are the Sons of God, but it doth not appear 
what we ſhall be. Who knows the full ſignification 
of being Heirs of God, and joint- heirs with Chriſt, of 
partaking in that glorious Reward which 1s given 
to him for his great Services tothe Crown of Hea- 
ven? Who can tell the weight, che number and 
meaſure of that Blefſedneſs ? To him that overcomes, 
faich our Redeemer, Rev. 3. 21. will 1 grant to ſit 
with me in my Throne, even as 1 alſo overcame, and 
am ſet down with my Father in his Throne. We have 
reaſon to break forth in the Language of the P/al- 
miſt, How great is thy Geodneſs which thou haſt laid 
up for thoſe that fear thee ? and ſupply the detects 
of our Underſtanding with a Holy Admiration, 
that is the only meaſure of thoſe things that are a- 
bove our mealure. 
Beſides, the Reward as in excellency *tis Divine, 
fo in duration 'tis perpetual. Heaven is an Inneri- 
tance as lafe as great. Here we are ſubje& to 
Time, that carries us and all our goods down 1ts 
ſwift Stream ; but there Eternity, that is fix'd and - 
unchangeable, embraces us in its Boſfom. We ſhall 
be ſecure and at Reſt, for no Perſon ſhall rake away 
our Crown ; we ſhall reign for ever and ever, Rev. 22. 
5. At God's right Hand are Pleaſures for evermore, 
(Pal. 16. 11.) that can never abate or end. As 
his Liberal Hand beſtows, fo his Powerful pre- 
ſerves our Happineſs. The Bleſted ſhall fing Ever- 
laſting Hymns of Glory, and Songs of Thank{* 
giving to the Great Creator, Redeemer, and San- 
Cc 2 ctifier, 
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&ifer, who hath prepared and purchaſed that 
Felicity for them, and hath brought them to the 
ſecure poſleflion of it. ; 

Now can there be a more powerful Motive to 
Obedience, than Infinite and Eternal Bleſſedneſs ? 
what can pretend to our Aﬀections in competition 
with it 2 Carnal Pleaſures only gratify our vikr 
part the Body, in its vileſt ſtate ; but the Joys of 
Heaven are Spiritual and Sublime, and proporti. 
oned to our nobleſt and moſt capacious Faculties. 
Earthly Delights cannot ſatisfy our Senfes, but rhe 
Peace of God paſſes underſtanding. One Hours en- 
joyment of it is better than an Eternity ſpent in 
the Pleaſures of Sin. What inexcuſable madneſs 
1s it to prefer painted Trifles before that ineftima- 
ble Treaſure? Who can truly believe there is ſuch 
an excellent Glory, but he muſt love it and vige- 
rouſly endeavour to obtain it 2 Who would not 
go to the Celeſtial Canaan, though the way lies 
through a Wilderneſs where no Flower or Fruit 
grows ? All temporal Evils are not only to be en- 
_ dured, but chearfully embraced in order to the 

poſſefling of it. The Apoſtle tells us, Rom. 8. 7 
reckon that the Sufferings of the preſent time, are not 
comparable with the Glory that ſhall be revealed in a, 
And he was the moſt fit Perſon to make the com- 
pariſon, having made trial of both States. For 
he was a Man of Sorrows, that had paſt through 
Afﬀictions of all kinds, and he was raviſh'd up to 
Paradiſe, where he heard thoſe things that exceed 
all expreflions of Humane Words. Now after a 
{erious eſtimate, he declares (2 Cor. 4. 17.) that 
the Eternal weight of Glory, infinitely out-ballances tha 
light and momentany troubles of this Life. Thus from 


what hath been ſaid concerning the greatneſs of the ' 
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powerſul they are to deter Men from Sin, and to 
allure them to Holineſs. 

2. That theſe Objeas may be effzfual, our Sa- 
viour hath clearly revealed them, and given us con- 
vincing evidence and aſſurance of their realicy. 
The Heathens had only ſome glimmerings, and 
ſuſpicions of a furure State: They were under 
Doubts concerning the Nature of the Soul, whe- 
ther Mortal or Incorruptible, wavering between 
the Afſſent and Denial ; and inclining to this or that 
part, as Senſe perſwaded them to believe them- 
ſelves only as Brutes, or Reaſon to acknowledg 
themſelves Men. Socrates, (r) before his Judges, 
ſpeaks as one that deſired Immortality ; and in his 
laſt Diſcourſes to his Friends he endeavours to per- 
iwads them, but could not conquer his own 
Doubts, nor aſlure himſelf. All his Diſcourſes 
end in Conjectures and uncertain Gueſles. Beſides, 
the Hell which they fancied, was made up of ſuch 
ridiculous and ſenſ:le(s Terrors, that could only 
affe& Children who were not arrived to the perfect 
uſe of Reaſon. And their apprehenfions of Hap- 
pineſs in the next Life were ſo extravagant, that 
what the Philoſopher ſaid in general of Hope, 
that *'tis the Dream of waking Men, is more juſt- 
ly applicable to the Hope of the Heathens, in re- 
ſp2& of the future Reward. For as the illuſions of 
a Dream have many times a real Subje&, but envi- 
roned with fo many fantaftick Imaginations as 
ſpoils all the proportions of it ; ſo their Opinion 
had a Foundation in Truth, but was mix'd with 
many Errours inconſiſtent with perfe&t Felicity. 
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And as the pleaſure of a Dream is ſlight and va- 
niſhing, ſo the uncertain expedation of Felicity 
did but lightly touch their Spirits. Briefly, they 
had no true Knowledge, no firm Belief of Eter- 
nal Bleſſedneſs in the Viſion of God, nor of the 
endleſs Torments in Hell; and wanting thoſe 
great Principles,from whence the Rules and Power 
tolivein aholy manner are derived, they fell ſhore 
of that Purity which is a neceſſary qualification to 
prepare Men for Heaven. They were in a confuſed 
Labyrinth, without true Light or Guide, intang- 
led with miſerable Errors, and ſtumbled every ftep 
whilſt chey ſought after Happineſs : But the Lord 
Chriſt hath inſtructed the World concerning thoſe 
inviſible future Recompences. He hath expreſly 
chreatned whatever is to be feared by Man as a 
rational or ſenſible Creature, the Worm that newer 
dies, and the Fire that ſhall never be quench'd, in caſe 
of Diſobedience ; and he hath promiſed whatever 
is to be hoped for, in caſe of Obedience. The 
Wrath of God is revealed from Heaven, in the Go- 
ſpel, againſ# all Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſne/s of 
Men, Rom. 1. 18. And our Saviour hath brought 
Life and Immortaity to light, 2 Tim. 1. 10. He 
hath declared the Nature and Quality of Eternal 
Life: Thar it conſiſts in the molt periet Adts of 
our raiſed and moſt receptive Faculties, upon the 
moſt excellent Objects 3 That it contains perfe&t 
Holineſs and pure Felicity, being for ever diſtant 
from the Infirmities and Defilements of our »ortal 
State. He hath revealed as the quality, ſo the ex- 
tent of it, relating to the Body as well as the Soul. 
Whereas the Philoſophers of ſeveral Sedts, the Aca- 
demicks, Sticks, EpicureansJabouring with all theforce 
of their Underitanding, formed a Felicity accor- 
Uing to their Fancies, which was either wholly 
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Senſual, or elſe but for half of Man : For of the 
Reſurrection, and conſequently the Immortality of 
the Body, not the leaſt notice for many Apes ever 
arrived tothem. Our Saviour, who alone had he 
words of Eternal Life, hath promiſed a Happineſs 
that reſpects entire Man : The Soul and che Body 
which are his eſſential Parts, ſhall be uniccd and en- 
dued with all the glorious Qualities becoming the 
Sons of God. And of all this he hath given to 
the World the higheſt aſſurance : For he verified 
his Do&rine by his own Example ; riſing from the 
Grave, and appearing to his Apoſtles crown'd with 
Immortality, and viſibly aſcending before them to 
Heaven. Since there is no greater Paradoxto Rea- 
fon than the Refurre&ion, which ſeemed utterly 
incredible to Men, and not to be the Object of a 
rational Deſire ; God by raifing him from the Grave, 
hath given the molt convincing Argument that our 
Redeemer was fent from him, to acquaint the 
World with the future State. Thus the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks to the Athenians, Act. 17. 30. The times of 
Ignorance God winked at, but now commandeth all Men 
every-where to repent ; becauſe he hath appointed a 
day, wherein he will judge the World in Righteouſneſs, 
by that Man whom he hath ordained, 2whereof he hath 
given aſſurance unto all Men , in that be hath raiſed 
him from the Dead. Jelus Chriſt who was atreſted 
from Heaven to be the Son of God by that great 
and powerful A&, declared the Recompences that 
ſhall attend Men after Death ; therefore a full and 
perfe&t aflent is due to his Teſtimony, He!l with 
all its Dread and Terror is not a Picture Grawn by 
fancy to affiight the World, but is revealed by 
him whoſe Words ſhall remain when Heaven and Earth 
ſhall paſs awaz. The Heavenly Glories are not the 
Viſions of a contemplative Perſon that haveno Ex- 
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iſtence, but are great Realities promiſed by him, 
who as he died to purchaſe, ſo he roſe to witneſs 
the Truth of them. And to bring theſe Great 
Things, that are ſeparate and diſtant from this 
preſent State, nearer to us; He ſometimes cauſes 
Hell to riſe up from beneath, and flaſh in the face of 
ſecure Sinners, that they may break off their Sins 
by Repentance : and ſometimes he opens Heaven 
from above, the Paradiſe of true Delights, and 
ſends down of the precious Fruits of the Sun, 
of the precious things of the laſting Hills, that by the 
ſigh of their Beauty, and the taſte of their Sweet- 
neſs, we may for ever abhor the Pleaſures of Sin. 
By the frequent and ſenſible experience of the 
Truth of the Goſpel in its Threatnings and Pro- 
miſes, innumerable Perſons have been converted 
from Sinto Holineſs, from Earth to Heaven, from 
Vanity to Eternity. 

3. Love is a prevalent affe&ion, ſtronger than 
Death ; and Kindneſs is the greateſt endearment 
of Love. Now the Lord Jeſus expres'd fuch ad. 
mirable Love to us, that being duly conſidered, it 
cannot but inſpire us with Love to him again, and 
with a grateful deſire to pleaſe him in all things. 
He deſcended from Heaven to Eaith, and delive- 
red himfelf to 2 ſhameful Death, that he might re- 
deem us from all Iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a 
peculiar People zealous of good Works. Tit. 2. 14. 
And what Argument is more powerful to cauſe in 
us a ſerious hatred of Sin,- than the Conſideration 
of what Chriit hath ſuffered to free us from the 
Puniſhment and Power of it? If a Man for his 
Crimes were condemned to the Gallies, and by a 
Friend of his who had- been extremely injur'd by 
him, ſhould ranſom him by a great Suin ; when 


the guilty Perſon is reſtored to Liberty, will he , 
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not bluſh for ſhame at the memory of what he hath 
done? But how much more if his Friend would 
ſuffer for him the Pains and Infamy of his Slave- 
ry ? If any ſpark of Humanity remain in him, can 
he ever delight himſelf in thoſe Aftions, which 
made ſuch a Benefit neceſſary to him ? Now we were 
not redeemed with corruptible Things, as Silver and 
Gold, from our vain Converſation, (the moſt ſor- 
did and deplorable Captivity) but 201th the precious 
Blood of Chriſft,as a Lamb without blemiſh and without 
ſpor, 1 Pet. x. 18, 19. And is it poflible for a Chri- 
{tian to live in thoſe Sins for which Chriſt died ? 
Will not Love cauſe an humble fear, leſt he ſhould 
fruſtrate. the great Deſign, and make void the 
moſt bleſſed Effect of his terrible Sufferings ? Why 
did he redeem us with fo excellent a Price from our 
cruel Bondage, but to reſtore us to his free Service ? 
Why did he vindicate us from the Power of the 
Uſurper to whom we were Captives, but to make 
us Subjects to our Natural Prince? Why did he 
purify us with his moſt precious Blood from our 
deadly Defilements, (/) but that we might be 
intirely conſecrated to his Glory, and be fervent 
in good Works 2 What can work upon an ingenu- 
ous Perſon more than ſenſe of Kindneſs? What 
can oblige more ſtrongly to Duty,than Gratitude ? 
What more powerful attractive to Obedience,than 
Love ? This pure Love confirms the Glorified Saints 
for ever 13 Holineſs. For they are not Holy to 
obtain Heaven, becauſe they are poſleſs'd of it ; 
nor to preſerve their Bleſſedneſs, becauſe they are 
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palt all hazard of loſing it; but from the moſt lively 
and permanent ſenſe of their Obligations, becauſe 
they have obtained that incomparable Felicity by a 
Gitt never to be reverſt, and by a Mercy tranſcen- 
dently great. And the ſame Love to God that isin 
the Saints above inthe higheſt degree of Perfection, 
and makes them for ever to glority him, will pro- 
portionably to our State in this Life cauſe us to ob- 
ſerve his Commands with delight and conſtancy.A 
true Chriſtian is moved by Fear, more by Hope, 
moſt by Love. 


CHAP. XIX 

Prafical Inferences. The Compleatneſs of our Recovery 
by Feſms Chriſt. He frees us from the Power as well 
as Guilt of Sin. Sin is the Diſeaſe and Wound of 
the Soul: the meer Pardon of it cannot make ws happy. 
Santtification equals, if not excels, Tuſtification. It 
qualifies us for the enjoyment of God, Saving Grace 
doth not encourage the praftice of Sin, The Pro- 
miſes of Pardon and Heaven are conditional. To 
abuſe the Mercy of the Goſpel, is diſhonourable to 
God, and permcious to Man, The Excellency of the 
Chriſtian Religion diſcovered from its deſign and 
effet. The deſign 1s to purge Men from Sin, and 
conform them to God's Holineſs according to their 
Capacity. This gives it the moſt viſible Preemmence 
above other Religions. The admirable effett of the 
Goſpel in the Primitive Chriſtians. An earneſt Ex- 
bortation to live according to the Purity of the 
Goſpel, and the great Obligations our Saviour hath 
laid on us. | 


i. T,Rom hence we may diſcover the Perfe&tion 
and Compleatneis of the Redemption that 

our Saviour purchaſed for us. He fully repairs 
what 
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what was ruined by the Fall. He was called eſs, 
becauſe He ſhould ſave his People from their Sins : 
Met. 1. 21. He reconciles them to God, and re- 
deems them from their vain Converſation. He came 
by Water and Bleod, to ſignify the Accompliſhment 
of what was repreſented by the Ceremonial Purifi- 
cation, and the Blood of the Sacrifices ; Satisfai- 
on and Sanctification are found in Him. And this 
was not a needleſs Compaſſion, but abſolutely re- 
quiſite in order to our Felicity. Man in his guiley 
corrupt State may be compar'd to a condemn'd 
Malefacor, infe&ted with noifom and painful 
Wounds and Diſeaſes, and wants the Grace of the 
Prince to pardon him, and Soveraign Remedies to 
heal him. Suppoſing the Sentence were reverſt, 
yet he cannot enjoy his Life till he is reſtor'd to 
Health. Thus the Sinner is under the Condemna- 
tion of the Law,and under many ſpiritual, power. 
ful Diſtempers,that make him truly miſerable. His 
irregular Paſſions are ſo many ſorts of Dileaſes, 
not only contrary to Health, but to one another, 
that continually torment him. He feels all the 
effects of Sickneſs. He is inflam'd by his Luſts, and 
maderreſtleſs, being without Power to accompliſh 
or to reſtrain them. All his Faculties are dilzbled 
for the Spiricual Life, that is only worthy of his 
Nature, and whoſe Operations are mixt with ſin- 
cere and laſting Pleaſure. Sin as'tis the Diſcaſe, 
fo *tis the Wound of the Soul, and attended with 
all the evils of thoſe that are moſt terrible : The 
whole Head is ſick, the whole Heart is faint, from 
the ſole of the Foot to the Head, there is no ſoundne(s 
in it, but Wounds and Bruiſes, and putrifying Sores : 
Ia. xz. Now our Redeemer as he hath obtain'd a 
full Remiflion of our Sins, fo he reſtores Holineſs 
0 us, the true health and vigor of the Sou!. He 

hath 
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hath made a Plaiſter of his living Fleſh mixt with 
his Tears and Blood, thoſe divine and powerful In. 


gredients, to heal our Wounds, By the Holy Spi- 


rit *tis applied to us, that we may partake of its 
Virtue and Influence. His moſt precious Sacrifice 
purifies the Conſcience from dead Works, that we 
may ſerve the Living God. | Without this the bare 
exemption from Puniſhment, were not ſufficient to 
make us happy: For altho the guilty Conſcience 
were ſecure from Wrath to come, yet thoſe fierce 
unruly Paftions, the Generation of Vipers that 
lodg in the Breaſt of the Sinner, would cauſe a 
real Domeſtick Hell. Till theſe are mortified, there 
can be no eaſe nor reſt.Beſides,Sin is the true diſho- 
nour of Man's Nature, that degrades him from his 
Excellency,and changes him into a Beaſt,or aDevil: 
So that to have a licence to wallow inthe mire,to live 
in the praiſe of Sin that ſtains and vilifies him, 
were a miſerable Priviledg. The Scripture there- 
fore repreſents the curing of our corrupt Inclina- 
tions, and the cleanfing us from our Poljutions, to 
be the eminent effe& and bleſſed work of Saving 
Mercy. Accordingly St. Peter tells the Fews ( As 
3. 26.) that God having raiſed up his Son Teſus, 
fent him to bleſs you, in turning away every one of you 
from bus Iniquities : that is, Chriſt in his glorified 
ſtate gives the Spirit of Holineſs to work a ſincere 
thorow Change in Men, from all preſumptuous 
reigning Sins, to univerſal Holineſs. Unvaluable 
Benefit ! that equals if not excels our Juſtification. 
For as the eyil of Sin in its own nature is worſe 
than the evil of Puaiſhment, ſo the freeing us from 
its Dominion is a greater Blefling than meer Impu- 
nity. The Son of God for a time was made ſub- 
ject to our Miſeries, not to our Sins. He deveſted 
himſelf of his Glory, not of his Holineſs. And the 
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Apoſtle in the extaſy of his affe&tion deſired to be 
made unhappy for the Salvation of the Jews, not 
to be unholy. Beſides, the End is more noble than 
the Means: Now JelusChrift purchaſed our Pardon, 
that we might be reſtored to our forfeited Holi- 
neſs. He ranſomed us by his Death, that he might 
bleſs us by his Reſurre&ion. He gave himſelf for 
us that he might redeem us from all Iniquity, and 
Purifie to himſelf a peculiar People, zealows of good 
Works : Tit. 2. 14. Sandification is the laſt Zyd 
of all he did and ſuffered for us. 

Holineſs is the chiefeſt Excellency of Man, his 
higheſt advantage above inferiour Beings. 'Tis 
the ſupreme Beauty of the Soul, the reſemblance 
of Angels, the Image of God himſelf. In this the 
PerfeQion of the reaſonable Nature truly conſiſts, 
and Glory naturally reſults from it. As a Diamond, 
when its earthy and colourleſs parts are taken away, 
ſhines forth in its luſtre; ſo when the Soul is freed 
from its Impurities, and all terreve Aﬀections, it 
will appear with a Divine Brightneſs. The Church 
ſhall then be Glorious when clenſed from every Spot, and 
made compleat in Holineſs. To this I will only 
add, that without Holineſs we cannot ſee God, that is, 
delightfully enjoy Him. Suppoſe the Law were 
diſpenſs'd with, that forbids any unclean Perſon to 
enter into the Holy Feruſalem, the place cannot 
make him happy. For Happineſs conſiſts in the 
Fruition of an Obje& that is ſuitable and ſatisfying 
to our Deſires. The Holy God cannot be our Fe- 
licity, without our partaking of his Nature. Im- 
puted Righteouſneſs frees us from Hell, inherent 
makes us fit for Heaven. The Sum is, Jeſus 
Chriſt, that he might be a perfect Saviour, ſandtifies 
all whom He juſtifies ; for otherwiſe wecould not 
be totally exempted from ſuffering Evil, nor capa- 

ble 
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ble of enjoying the ſupreme Good, we could not 
be happy here nor hereafter. 

2. From hence it appears, that Saving Grace 
gives no encouragement to the ptactiſe of Sin. For 
the principal aim of our Redeemers Love in dying 
for us, was to ſanGtifie and cleanſe us, by the waſhing 
of Water and the Word. And accordingly all the 
Promiſes of Pardon and Salvation are conditio- 
nal. The holy Mercy of the Goſpel ofters For- 
giveneſs, only to penitent Believers that return 
from Sin to Obedience : Ye are commanded to repent 
and be converted, that our Sins may be blotted out, in 
the time of refreſhment, from the preſence of the Lord, 
AR. 3. 19. And Heaven is the Reward of perſeve- 
ring Obedience : To them who by patient continuance in 
well-doing, ſeek for Glory, and Honour, and Immortali- 
ty, eternal Life ; Rom. 2. 7. There cannot be the 
leaſt ground of a rational juſt Hope in any Perſon 
without Holineſs : Whoever bath this Hope in him, pu- 
rifies himſelf even as he is pure, 1 Joh. 3. 3. By which 
it appears, that the genuine and proper uſe we are 
to make of the exceeding great and precio Promi- 
ſes, is, That by them we may be Partakers of the Divine 
Nature, and eſcape the Pollution that is in the World 
through Luſt, 2 Pet. 1. 4. Yet che corrupt Hearts 
of Men are fo ſtrongly enclined to their Luſts, that 
they turn the Grace of God into Wantonneſs, and make 
an advantageof Mercy to affiſt their Security ; pre- 
fuming to ſin with leſs fear and more licence, upon 
the account of the glorious Revelation of it by our 
Redeemer. The mot live as if they might be fav'd 
without bzing Saints, and enjoy the Paradiſe of the 
Fleſh here,and not be excluded from that of the Spi- 
rit hereafter. But Grace doth not in the leaſt de- 
gree authorize and favour their Luſts, nor reiax the 
Sinews of Obedience ; 'tis perfectly peg" of 
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their unnatural abuſe of it. The Poiſon is not in 
the Flower, but the Spider. Therefore the Apoſtle 
propounds it with Indignation, Rom. 6. 1. Shall we 
ſm, that Grace may abound? God forbid. He uſes 
chis form of ſpeech, to expreſs an extreme abhor- 
rency of athing that iseither Impious and diſhonou- 
rable to Gad,or perniceous and deſtructive to Men. 
As when he puts the 'queſtion, 1s God unjuſt who ta- 
keth wengeance ? God forbid, Rom. 3. 5, 6. and, Is 
there Iniquity in God? God forbid, Rom. 9. 14. He 
rejects the mention of ic with infinite averſation. 
Indeed what greater diſparagement can there be of 
the Divine Purity, than to indulge our ſelves in Sin 
upon confidence of an eaſy Forgiveneſs? As it the 
Son. of God had been conſecrated by ſuch terrible 
Sufferings, to purchaſe and prepare a Pardon for 
thoſe who ſin ſecurely : what an unexpreſlible In- 
dignity is.it to make a monſtrous alliance between 

Chriſt and Bel:al ? | 
And this abuſe of Grace is pernicious to Men. If 
the Antidote be turned into Poiſon, .and the Remedy 
cheriſh-the Diſeaſe, the caſe is deſperate. The 4po- 
ftle tells us, Thoſe that do evil that good may come there- 
by their Damnation # juſt. "na a preſuming Sin- 
ner were aſſured, that after he had gcatified bis car- 
»al vile Deſires,he ſhould repent and be pardoned ; 
yet *twere an unreaſonable defe& of Sell-love to do 
ſo. What Iſraclite was fo fool-hardy as to provoke 
a fiery Serpent to bite him,though he knew he ſhould 
be healed by the brazen Serpent ? But *ris a degree 
beyond Madneſs, for a Man to live ina courſe of Sin 
upon the hopes of Salvation, making the Mercy of 
God to be his Bondage,as if he could not be happy 
Without them. An unrenewed Sinner may bs the 
Object of God's Compaſſion, bur while he remains 
ſo, he is uncapable of Communicn with him here, 
much 
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much more hereafter. Under the Law the Lepers 
were excluded the Camp of frat, where the Pre- 
fence of God was in a fpecial manner ; much more 
ſhall thoſe who are covered with moral Pollutions, 
be kept out from the Habitation of his Holineſs.” Tis 
a mortal Deluſion for any to pretend that ele&ing 
Mercy will bring them to Glory, or that the all ſut- 
ficient Sacrifice of Chriſt will atone God's Difplea- 
ſure towards them, alchough they indulge them- 
ſelves in a courſe of Sin. The Book of Life is ſe- 
cret ; only the Lamb with whoſe Blood the Names 
of the Elect are written there, can opens the Seals of 
it. But the Goſpel that is a lower Book of Life, tells 
us the Qualifications of thoſe who are Veſlels of 
Mercy,they are by Grace prepared for Glory ; and 
that there can be no benefitby the Death of Chriſt 
without conformity to his Life. Thoſe who abuſe 
Mercy now, ſhall have Juſtice for ever. 

3. From hence we may diſcover the peculiar ex- 
cellency of the Chriſtian Religion, above all other 
Inſtitutions ; and that in reſpe& of its deſign and 
effect. The whole Deſign of the Goſpel is expreſ- 
kd in the Words of Chriſt from Heaven to Pau, 
AR. 26. 18. when he ſent him to the Geurzles, To 
open their eyes, and to turn them from darkneſs to light, 
and from the Power of Satan to God, that they may re- 
ceive forgiveneſs of Sins, and Inheritance among them 
that are ſanitified by Faith in Chriſt, One great End 
of it is to take away all the Filthineſs and Malignity 
wherewith Sin hath infe&ed cheWorld,and to cauſe 
in Men areal Conformity to God's Holineſs, accor- 
dingto their capacity. As the Reward it promiles, 
is not an earthly Happineſs, ſuch as we enjoy here, 
but Celeſtial ; ſo the Holineſs it requires, is not an 
ordinary naturalPerfe&tion, which Men honourwich 
the title ot Vertue, but an Angelical Divine Quality 
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hat ſanGifies ms in the Spirit, Soul and Body ; that 
cleanſes the Thoughts and AﬀeRtions, and expreſ- 
ſes it ſelf in a courſe of univerſal Obedience to God's 
Will. Indeed there are other things that commend 
the Goſpel to any, that with Judgment compares it 
with other Religions. The height of its Myſteries 
which are ſo ſacred and venerable, that upon the 
diſcovery they affe& with reverence and admirati- 
on : Whereas the Religion of the Gentiles was built 
on Follies and Fables (:). Their moſt ſolemn My- 
ſteries to which they were admitted after fo long a 
circuit of Ceremecnies and great Preparations, con- 
tained nothing but a prodigious mixture of Vanity 
and Impiety, worthy to be concealed in everlaſting 
Darkneſs («). Beſides, the Confirmation of the 
Goſpel by Miracles doth authorize ic above all h#- 
man Inſtitutions. And the glorious eternal Reward of 
it infinicely exceeds whatever is propounded by them, 
But that which gives it the moſt viſiblePreeminence, 
is, That it is a Dofrine according to Godlineſs, 1 Tim. 
6. 3. The End is the CharaFer of its Nature. The 
whole contexture and Harmony of its Dodtrines, 
Precepts, Promiſes, Threatnings is for the exaltati- 
on of Godlineſs. The Objects of Faith revealed 
are not meerly ſpeculative, to be conceivedand be- 
lieved only as true, or to be gazed on in an Extaſy 
of Wonder, but are Myſteries of Godlineſs, that have 
a powerful Influence upon Practice. The Detign of 
God in the Publication of them, is not only to en- 
lighten the Mind,but to warm the Heart,and puri- 
fy the Aﬀecions. God diſcovers his Nature that 
we imitate Him,and his Works that we may wy 
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fy Him. All the Precepts of the Goſpel are to-em. 
brace Chriſt by a lively Faith, to ſeek for Righte. 
ouſneſs and Holineſs in him ; to, live Godly, Righ- 
ceouſly, and Soberly in this preſent World. When 
our Saviour was on che Earth, the End of his Ser- 
mons, as appears in the Goſpel, was to regulate the 
Lives of Mea,to correct their vicious Paſſions rather 
than to explicate the greateſt Myſteries. Other Re. 
lIigions oblige their Diſciples either to ſome external 
Actions that have no moral worth in them, ſo that 
cis impoſſible for any one that is guided by Reaſon 
co be taken wich ſuch Vanities : Or they require 
things :ncommodioms and burthenlome. The Prieſts 
of Paal cut themſelves And among the Chineſes, 
though in great reputation for Wiſdom, their Penj- 
*:315 expoſe themſelves half naked to the Injuries of 
the ſharpeſt Weather ; with a doable Cruelty and 
Pleaſureof the Devil, who makes them freeze here, 
and expects they ſhould burn for ever hereafter, Tis 
not the moſt ſtrict obſervance of ſerious Trifles, 
nor ſubmitting to rigorous Auſterities, that enobles 
the humane Nature, and commends us to God. The 
moſt zealous Performers of things indifferent, and 
that chaſtiſe themſelves with a bloody Diſcipline, 
labour for nothing, and may paſs to Hell chrough 
Purgatory, But the Religion of Chriſt reforms the 
Underſtanding and Will,and all the Actions depend. 
ing on them. Ir chaſes awayError, and Vice, and 
Hatred, and ſheds abroad Light and Love, Purity 
and Peace; and forms on Earth a lively repreſenta- 
tion of chat pure Society that is in Heaven. The 
End of it is to render Men like the Angels in Holineſs, 
that they may beſo in Bleſſedneſs. This will ren- 
der it amiable toall that conſider it without Paflion, 
And'tis worthy of obſervation, that although ma- 


ny Heathens and Hereticks have contradicted other 
parts 
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. parts of the Chriſtian Religion ; yer none haye 


dar'd openly to condemn the moral pare of it. 
The Efe# of the Goſpel hath been anſwerable to 


the Deſign. One main difference between the 0/4 


and new Law, is, that the old gave the knowledg 
of Rules without Power to obſerve them ; the new 
that is :attended with the Grace of Chriſt, enables 
us by a holy Love to periorm that which the other 
made: Men only co underſtand. Of this we have 
che moſt ſenſible Evidence in the PrimiriveChurch, 
that was produc'd by the firſt Beams of the Sun of 
Righceouſnefs, and had received the firſt Fruits of 
the Spirit. What is more wonderful and worthy 
of God, than nat perf: Love which made all the 
firſt ;Believers to |:2v., une Heart, ard ove Soul ? 
What greater cucempt of ti: World can bc imagi- 
ned,than the . oluntary parting WiC ail clicii Goods, 
in conſecrating th«:1 2 (od for the relief of the 
Poopg ? And the Churches of the G-7:ti/es, wile the 
Blood of Chriſt was warm, and bis Actions treſh in 
the rnemories of Men, were exemplary in Holineſs, 
They \were as Stars ſhining ts a perverſe Generation. 
There was ſ::ch a brightneſs in their Converſations, 
that it pierc'd through the Darkneſs of Paganiſm, 
and made a viſible difference berweea them and 
all others. Their Words and Actions were fo full of 
Zeal for the Glory of God, of -Chaſtity, Tempe- 
rance, iJuſiice, Charity, that the Heathens from 
the Halincis of theic Lives concluded the Holineſs 
of their Law, and that the Dodtrine that produc'd 
ſuch Fruits, could;nort be evi}, The firlt Light chat 
diſcovered the Truth.of the Chriſtian Faith ro ma- 
ny, was fgomthe Graces,and Vercues that appear'd 
in the Faichful. The Purity of cheir Lives, their 
Courage in Death, were as powerful to convert the 
World, as their Sermons, Diſputacions and Mira- 
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cles (x). And thoſe who were under ſich ſtrong 
Prejucices that they would not examine the Do- 
drine of the Goſpe), yet they cauld notbut admire 
the Integrity and Innocency that was viſible in the 
Converſation of Chriſtians. They eſteem'd their 
Perſons from the good Qualities that were viſible in 
them, when they hated the Chriſtian Name for the 
conceal'd Evilthey unreaſonably ſuſpe&ted tobe un. 
der it. This Tertullian excellently repreſents in his 
Avology. The moſt part are ſo prejudic'd againſt 
the Name, and are poſſeſt with ſuch a blind hatred 
to it, that they make it a matter of reproach even 
to thoſe whom they otherwiſe eſteemed. Caius, 
Liey ſay, is agood Man, he hath no faulc, but that 
he is a Chriſtian (5). Thus theexcellent Holineſs 
of the Profeſſors of the Goſpel forc'd a veneration 
from their Enemies. 

But we are fallen from Heaven,and mixt with the 
Duſt, Our Converſation hath nothing ſingular in 
Holineſs to diſtinguiſh us from the World. : The 
lame corrupt Paſſions reign in Profeſſors of Chriſti 
anity, asin thoſe who are Strangers from the ſacred 
Covenant. If we compare our ſelves with the Pri- 
mitive Church, we mult confeſs our Unworthineſs 
to be called their Succeſſors. Sixteen hundred years 
are run out ſince the Son of God came down to ſan- 
&ify and ſave the World, which are ſo many de- 
grees, whereby we are deſcended from the firlt Per- 
fection.We are more diſtant from them in'Holineſs 
than in Time. So univerſal and great is the Cor- 
ruption, that *tis almoſt as difficule to revive the dy- 
ing Faith of Chriſtians, and to reform their Lives 
accorCing to the Purity of their Profeflion, _ 
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Converſion of the World was from Heat eniſm to 
Chriſtianity. 

Tis true, In every Age there are ſome Exam- 
ples of the Virtue of the Goſpel that refl:& an 
Honour upon it. And this laſt Age, which we may 
call the Winter of the World, in whichthe Holy 
Spirit hath foretold, That the love of many ſhall 


grow cold, by a marvelous Antiperiſtaſis, hath infla- 


med the Hearts of ſome excellent Saints towards 
God and Religion, But the great number of the 
Wicked, and the progreſs of Sin ia their Lives, 
there isno meaſure of Tears ſufficient to lament. 
Fourthly, 1 ſhall preſs Chriſtians to walk as be- 
comes the Geſpel of Chrift, anſwerably to the Ho- 
lineſs and Purity of that Divine Inſtitution, and to 
thoſe great and ftri& Obligations it lays upon us. 
The Goſpel requires an entire Holineſs in all our 
Faculties, an equal reſpe& to all our Duties : We 
are commanded, to cleanſe our ſelves from all pol. 
lutions of Fleſh and Spirit, to be boly in all manner of 
Converſation. We are enjoyn'd, to be perfetting 
Holineſs in the fear of God ; to be holy, as He that 
hath called ws is Holy. A certain meaſure of Faith, 
and Love, and Obedience, a mediocrity in Vertue, 
we muſt not content our ſelves with. *Tis not a 
Counſel of perfe&tion given only to ſome Chriſtians 
of a peculiar Order and Elevation ; but the Com- 
mand of a Law that without exception binds all, 
Be perfet# as your Heavenly Father is perfect. The 
Goſpel gives no Diſpenſation to any Perſon, nor 
in any Duty. The Dodtrine that aſſerts there are 
ſome excellent Works to which the lower fort of 
Chriſtians is not obliged, is equaliy pernicious, 
both to thoſe who do them by Preſumption, as if 
they were not due, and were therefore meritorious ; 
and to thoſe who mouT _ by a blind Securi- 
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ty, as if they might be faved without ſtriving 
to reach the higheſt degrees of Obedience. *Tis a 
weak preterice, that becauſe the conſummate mea- 
ſure of Sandification can only be attained in the 
next Lite, therefore we ſhould not endeavour after 
it here. For by ſincere and conftant endeavours 
we mke nearer approact:<: toit, and according to 


the degrees of our Progrefs ſuch are thoſe of our | 


Joy. As Nature hath preſcribed to all heavy Bo- 
dies their going to the Centre, and although none 
comes to it, and many are at a great diftance from 
it, yet the ordination of Nature is not in vain ; 
becauſe by virtue of it, every heavy Body is al- 
ways tending thicher in orion or Þclination : So al- 
chongh we cantzoc r2ach to compleat Holineſs in 
this imperfect ſtate, yet *cis not in vain that the 
Goſpel preſcribes it, and infuſes intq Chriſtians thoſe 
diſpoſitions whereby they are gradually carried to 
the full accompliſhment of it. Not to arrive to 
Perfe&ion is the weakneſs of the Fleſh, not to 
aſpire after ic is the faule of the Spirit. To ex- 
cite us, it will be of moment to conſider the great 
Obligations that the Goſpel lays/upon Chriftians to 
be holy, 1 Fohn. 3. 1. By that Covenant the Holy 
God is pleaſed to take them into the Relation of his 
Children ; and as the Nature of Santification, ſo 
the Motives of it are contained in that Title. For 
{onear an Alliance obliges them to a faithful obſer- 
vation of his Commands, and to imitate him with 
the greateſt care, that the Vein of his Spiric, and the 
Marks of his Blood may appear in all cheir Actions, 
Whoſeever ts born of God, doth not commit fin: 1 Joh. 
2.9. Theallowed practice of iris inconſiſtent with 
the quality of a Son of God, *tis contrary to the 
Grace of his Divine Birth. Nay, the omiflion of 
Gonl, aswellas the commiſſion of Evil, is _ 
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fiſtent with that Relation. 'Tis for this reaſon, 
that Holineſs is ſo much the charaFer of a true 
Chriſtian, that to be a Chriſtian and a Saint are 
the ſame thing in the Wricing of the A4po/tles. 
That venerable Title obliges him to a kigher pra- 
&ice of Vertue, than ever the Pagans imagined. 
He is far behind them, if he do not ſarpaſs them; 
and if he is ſurpaſſed by them, he will be cloathed 
with ſhame. Beſides, our Redeemer who hath a 
right to us by fo many Titles, by his Divine and 
Humane Nature, by his Life and Death, by his 
Glory and Sufterings ; as he ſtrictly commands us 
tobe Holy 3 ſo he hath joined Example to his Autcho- 
rity, That we may walk as he walked, and bz as he was- 
in the World. St. Paul makes uſe of this Conſidera- 
tion, to reſtrain the Diſciples of Chriſt from all 
Sin, and to perſwade them too univerſal Holineſs. 
Aﬀer he had mentioned the diforders of che 
Gentiles, to deter the Epheſians trom the like, he 
tells them, Eph. 4. 20. But ye have not [ſo learned 
Cbriſt, that is, his Rule and Practice inſtructed 


them otherwiſe. And when he commands the Ry- 


mans, Rom. 13.13, 14. To walk honeſtly as in the day, 
not in rioting and drunkenneſs, not in chambering and 
wantonneſs, not in ſtrife and envying; he oppoſes 
to all theſe Vices the Patern that Chriſt ſet before 
us, Bus put ye on the Lord Feſus Chriſt. The ex- 
preſſion intimates the Duty, that as the Garment 
is commenſurate to the Body, fo we are to imitate 
all che parts of his Holy Converſation. 

*Tis no wonder that the Heathens gratifizd the 
Inclinations of Luſt or Rage, when their Gods 
were repreſented acting in fuch a manner as to au- 
thorize their Vices: Semina pene omnium ſcelerum, 
& Diis ſuis peccantium turba collegit, as Fulius Fir- 
micys juſtly reproaches them. There was no Vil- 
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lany how notorious ſoever, but had ſome Deity 
for its Proteor. They found in Heaven a Ju- 
ſtification of all their Crimes, and became vi- 
cious by imitation (z). For *is very congru- 
ous for Men to follow thoſe whom they efteem 
to be perfeft, and to whom they think them- 
ſelves accountable. If they attribute to their Su- 
preme God, the Judg of the World, Vices as Ver- 
tues, What Vertues will there be to reward, or 
Vices to puniſh in Men ? But for thoſe rhat name 
the Name of Chriſt to continue in Tniquity, is the moſt 
unbecoming thing in the World. For they livein 
the perfe& contradiction of their Profeffion. An 
unholy Chriſtian is a real Apoſtate from Chriſt, 
that retracts by his wickedneſs the Dedication that 
was made of him in his Baptiſm. Although he 
doth not abjure our Saviour in words, be dentes him 
in his Works. A proud Perſon renounces his Humi- 
lity, the revengeful his Mercy, the lake-warm his 
Zeal,.the unclean his Purity,the covetous his Bounty 
andCompaſiion,the hypocrite hisSincerity. And can 
there be any thing more indecent and abſurd, than 
to pretend the relation and reſpect of Diſciples to 
{ach an holy Maſter, and yet by Diſobedience to 
deny him? When the bloody SpeRacles of the 
Gladiators were firſt brought to Athens, a Wile- 
man cried out to the Maſters of the Prizes, That 
they ſhould remove the Statue and Altar of Mercy 
out of the City, there being ſuch an incongruity 
between the Goddeſs they pretended to worſhip, 
and that cruel Sacrifice of Men for the ſport of the' 
People.It were more ſuitable for thoſe who —_ 
afrai 


(z) Deorum cultores boni eſſe non poſlint ; ab ipfis enim Dus 
erudiuntur ad injuſtitiam. Lagan. 
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afraid to violate the maſt Holy Laws, and to con- 
cradict the Patern of Chriſt, to leave their Pro- 
feſfion, and to take fome other more complying 
with their Luſts, *Tis not the Title of a Chri- 
ſtian that ſan&ifies thoſe who pollute and de- 
fame it. 'Tis not wearing the Livery of Chriſt 
that can honour thoſe who ſtain it by their filthi- 
neſs, but 'tis an aggravation of their Guile, *Tis 
an unconceivable indignity to our Saviour, and re- 
vives the old Calumnies of the Heathens, as if 
the Goſpel were a Sanctuary for Criminals, when 
thoſe that call bim Lord, Rev. 2. 9. do not what be 
commands them. 1 know, laith Chriſt, the blaſphemy 
of them that ſay, they are Jews, and are not, but are 
the Synagogue of Satan. Thoſe that own the Pro- 
feflion -- Chriſtianity, and live in unchriſtian 
Practices, are baptized Pagans; and in effec revile 
our bleſſed Redeemer, as if He had proclaimed a 
licencious impunity for Sinners. Such Fetches may 
deceive themſelves with a pretence they believe in 
Chriſt, and that viſibly they declare their depen- 
dence on him 3 but this pretence will be as unpro- 
fitable as *cis vain : *Tis not the calling him Lord, 
that will give them admiſſion into the Kingdom of Hea- 
wer, Mart, 7. 21. Thenaked name of a Chriſtian 
cannot prote&t them from the Wrath of God. 
Tertulljan (Lib. de Pen.) ſmartly upbraids ſome in 
his Timewho werecareleſs of the Dignity and Pu- 
rity of the ChriftianProfeflion in their Lives, ima- 
gining that they might reverence God in their 
Hearts without regarding him in their A&ions ; 
that they might Salvo metu & fide peccare, ſin with- 
out loſing their fear of God and their Faith. To 
refute this groſs contradiction, he propounds it in 
a ſenſible Example : Hoc eſt ſalva caſtitate matrimo- 


num violare, ſalva pietate parenti venenum temperare z 
| This 
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This is the ſame thing as to violate the Fidelity of 
Marriage without the wounding of Chaſtity, orto 
poiſon a Parent without failing,in the Duty that 
is owing to them. And toexprels his Indignation, 
he tells them, Sic ergo & 10/7 ſalva venia in Geben- 
nam detruduntur, dum ſalvo metu peccant : Let them 
Expect that God will caſt them inco Hell, without 
prejudice to their Pardon, as they pretend to ſin 

without prejudice to the reſpedt they bear him. 
To ſum upall; Jeſus Chriſt, as by his Dodtrine 
-and Life he clearly diſcovered our Duty, ſo he of- 
fers to us the Aid of his Spirit for our aſliſtance, by 
which the Commands of the Goſpel are not only 
poflible but eaſy : And to enforce our Obligations 
-he hath threatned ſich Vengeance to the Rebelli- 
ous, and promiſed ſuch a'Reward to thoſe that 
obey the Goſpel, that it is impoſſible we ſhould not 
be deeply affteted with them, if we ſeriouſly be- 
lieve them, and he hath given ſuch evidence of 
their Truth, that *tis impoſſible we ſhould not be- 
lieve them, unleſs the Go of this World hath blinded 
our Minds. * Tis matter therefore of juſt aftoniſh- 
ment, that Chriſtians ſhould not expreſs the effica- 
cy of the Goſpel in their Actions. How can a 
reaſonable Creature believe that eternal Damnati- 
. on ſhall be the Puniſhment of Sin, and yet live in 
the wilful practice of it ? The Hiforian ſpeaking 
of Muſhroms that ſometimes proved dzadly to 
whole Families, asks with wonder, (z) What 
pleaſure could allure them to eat ſuch doubtful 
Meat ? Yet they may be fo corrected asto become 
innocent, But when *cis certain that the Pleaſures 
of Sin are mortal, Can any one be-tempted by thoſe 
| | Attracves 
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attraives to venture on that which willundoubted-. 

bring Death to the Soul ? Let Senſe it ſelf be 
Lode and make the compariſon between whatſoe- 
ver the preſent Life can afford for delight in Sin, 
and what the future Death will bring to torment it : 
Let che Fleſh ſee into what Torments all its Delights 
ſhall be changed, and with what other Firethan of 
impure Luft it ſhall burn for ever. 

Beſides, We are enconraged toour Duty with the 
aſſurance of a Happineſs ſo excellent, that not only 
the enjoyment of it in the next World, but the juſt 
expeRarion of it here makes us truly bleſſed, If 
the Reward were ſmall, or the Promiſe uncertain, 
there might be ſome pretence for our not perform- 
ing the Conditions toobtain it : but when the one is 
infinitely great, and the other as true as the God of 
Truth, what more powerful] Motive can be concei- 
ved to make us holy * 'Tis the Apoſtle*s choſen Ar- 
gument, that we ſhould walk worthy of him who hath 
called us to his Kingdom and Glory. The Heathens were 
in a great meaſure Strangers to the Secrets of ano- 
ther World ; they had but a ſhadow of Probabili- 
ty, we have the Light of Truth brought down from 
Heaven by the Son of God, that revealsto us a Bleſ- 
ſednefs, that deſerves our moſt ardent a&ive Aﬀe- 
Rions. But if Men are not wrought on by natural 
Reaſon, nor Divine Faith ; if neither the Terrors of 
the Lord, nor the bleſſed Hope can perſwade them 
from Sin to Holineſs, their Condition is irrecovera- 
ble. In this the Rules of Natural and Spiritual Heal- 
ing agree, Hippocrat.Seft.7. Apbor.ult. Where neither 
Corroſroes nor Lenitives are ſucceſsfu}, we muſt uſe 
the Knife ; if cutting off be unprofitable, we muſt 
ſear the part ; if the Fire is ineffectual, the Ulcer 
3s incurable. If the threatning of Hell-fire through 
Unbelief and Careleſnels is no: feared, and hath no 
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efficacy to corre and change Sinners, what remains 
but to make a preſage of eternal Death, that will un. 
avoidably and ſpeedily ſeize on them ? And if fo 
Clear a diſcovery of the Heavenly Glory doth not 
producein Men a living Faith, that works by Love, 
and a lively Hope that purifies the Heart and Con- 
verſation, what canbe concluded, but that they are 
wholly ſenſual and ſenſeleſs, and ſhall be for ever 
deprived of that Bleſledneſs they now deſpiſe and 
neglect ? 


CHAP. XX. 


The Divine Power is admirably glorified in the Creati- 
on of the World, in reſpe&r of the greatneſs of the ef- 
fe, and the manner of its prouuttion. *Tis as evident 
in our Redemption. The principal Effefts of it are 
conſidered. The Incarnation of the Son of God is a 
Work fully reſponſible to Onmipotence. Our Redee- 
mers ſupernatural Conception by the Holy Ghoſt. The 
Divine Power was erin 'ntly declared in the Miracles 
Feſzws Chriſt wroug 5; in the courſe of bis Miniſtry, 
His Miracles were the Evidence of iis Celeſtial Cal- 
ling ; they were necej];ry for the Convittion of the 
World : their Nat::;c conſid:r*d, The Divine Power 
21. plorified in naZ.ing the.Death of Chriſt vifforiou 0- 
wer all our [piritual Enernues. The Reſurrettion of Chriſt 
the eff etF of glorious Puwrr. The Reaſuns of it from 
the quality of his F:r'ca, and the nature of his Office, 
that be might diſpenjc the B':ſ['1gs he bad purchaſed 
for Believers, His Reſerr-ot, fon 35 the Foundation of 
Faith. It bu: © threefeud riſereuce, to bis Perſon 
as the So;s of Go, to his Death as an All-ſufficient 
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Sacrifice to bis Promiſe of raiſing Believers at the 
laft Day. | 


TY Divine Power is admirably glorifiedin the 
Creation of the World, not only in regard of 
the greatneſs of the Effe&, that comprehends the 
Heavens and Earth, and all things in them ; but in 
regard of the marvellous way of its Production: for 
He made the great Univerſe, without the concur- 
rence of any material cauſe, from nothing. For 
this reaſon the raiſing this glorious Fabrick is pro- 
duc'd as the diſtinctive Character of the Deity from 
the Troop of falſe Gods. The Pſalmiſt declares, 
Plal. 96. 4, 5. The Lord is to be feared above all Gods, 
for all the Gods of the Nations are Idols, but the Lord 
made the Heavens. And as he began the Creation 
by proceeding from nothing to real Exiſtence,ſo in 
forming che other Parts, he drew them from infirm 
and indiſpoſed matter, as from a ſecond nothing ; 
that all his Creatures might bear the real Teſtimo- 
nies of Infinite Power. Thus he commanded Lighe 
to ariſe out of Darkneſs, and ſenſible Creatures 
from an inſenfible Flement. He created Man, the 
Accomplithmenc of all tis Works, from the loweſt 
and groſleſt Element, the Earth. Now although ac 
the firſt view we might conceive ihat the viſible 
World is the great-:{t Miracle that ever God per- 
formed ; yet uron ſerious reflection ws thall diſeo- 
ver, thar the Works of Grace are as woaderſul as 
the Works of Naiore. and that the Power of God 
is as evidentiy expreft in. onr Redemption as in the 


Creation. For the fulier underſtanding of this, I 


will conſider ſome of the principal Effects of the 
Divine Power in order to our bleſſed Recovery. 
1. The Incarnation of the Son of God,in accom- 


: Pliſhing whereof ſuch Power was exercisd, as no li- 


mited 
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mited Underſtanding is able to comprehend. The 
Ward was made Fleſh. This ſignifies the real Union 
between the Humane Nature,and the Divine in our 
Redeemer ; oh. x. 14, Before his Incarnation he 
appeared in an humane Form to the Patriarchs,and 
in the flaming Buſh to Moſes; but *cis never faid 
with reſpe& to thoſe Apparitions, that the Word 
was made Flame, or Man. But when he came into 
the World to fave us, he aſſum'd the compleat Na- 
ture of Man into an Hypoſtatical Union with him- 
ſelf. That admirable Perſon poſſeſſes the Titles, 
Qualities and Natures of God and Man. In that in- 
effable Union, eachof the Natures preſerves its pro- 
per Form with all the neceſſaryConſequents procee- 
ding from it. The Humane Nature is joyn'd to the 
Eternal Word, but not chang'd into its Divinity ; 
*tisnot infinite and impaſlible. The Dezry is uniced 
to Fleſh, but not transformed into its Nature, 'cis 
not finite and paflible. Though there is a diſtin&i- 
on, yet no ſeparation : there are zo Natures, but 
one ſole Feſas. In the ſame Subſiſtence the Creator 
and the Creature are miraculouſly allied. Now this 
is a Work fully reſponſible to Omnipotence,and ex- 
preſſes whatever is ſignified by that Title. The A- 
poſtle mentions it with an Attribute of Excellency, 
i Tim. 3. 16. Without controverſy great 1s the Myſtery 
of Godlineſs, God manifeſt in the Fleſh. *Tis as ſub- 
lime, as holy. In this the Diviae Power appears in 
its Magnificence, and in ſome reſpe& more glori- 
ouſly than in the Creation : For there is incompara- 
bly a greater diſparity between the Majeſty, Great- 
neſs and Infiniteneſs of God, and the Meanneſs of 
Man, than between the whole World and Nothing. 
The degrees of diſparity between the World and 
Nothing are not actually infinite, but betweenthe 
molt excellent Creature and the glorious Creator 

they 
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they are abſolutely infinite. From hence it is, that 
that which in other things reſolves our doubts, here 
increaſes the wonder, and in appearance makes it 
more incredible. Ye do err, ſaith Chriſt to the Sad- 
ducees, (who denied the ReſurreAion) nor knowing 
the Power of God. But the more raiſed Thwaghts 
we have ot his immenſe Power, the more uni:kely 
his Conjundion with a Nature ſo far beneath him 
will ſeem to be. 

2. The Divine Power was magnified in our Re- 
deemer's Supernatural Concepticn. 'Twas requiſite 
his Body ſhould be miraculouſly torni'd of the Sub= 
ftance of a Woman, by the operation of the Holy 
Ghoit, not only in reſpe& of its ſingular Dignity, 
and that he might be the Pattern of our Regenera- 
tion that is performed by the Efficacy of the dpirit 
not of the Fleſh, but in reſpect of his Office : For 
undertaking to reconcile God by the Expiation of 
our Sin, be muſt be allied ro us; and abſolutely 
pure from the ſtain of Sin. Heaven and Earth con- 
curred to form that Divine Man the King of both, 
the Earth furniſhing matter, and Heaven the Prin- 
Ciple of his Conception. Accordingly the Angel 
told Mary, Luk. 1. 35. who queſtioned how ihe 
could be a Mother not having known a Man, The 
Holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, and the Power of the 
Higheſt (hall overſhadow thee, therefore alſo that Holy 
Thing that ſhall be born of thee, ſhall be called the Son 
of God. This was foretold many Ages as an admi- 
rable Effect of God's Power. When Juday was op-,, 
preſt by two potent Kings, and defpaired of aneſ- 
cape, to raife their drooping Spirits the Prophet 
tells them, Iſa. 7. 14. The Lord himſelf would give 
them a ſign of their future Diliverance. Behold, a 
Virgin ſhall cenceive and bear a Son, and ſhall call bas 
Name Immanuel, The Argument is from the grea- 

cer 
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ter to the leſs; for 'tis apparently more difficult 
that a Virgin, without injury or blemiſhto her Pu. 
rity and Integrity, ſhoukd conceive and bring forth 
Immanxel, than the defeating humane Forces how 
great ſoever. If God will accompliſh that ſtupendi- 
ous, unheard-of wonder, much more would he ref- 
cue his People from\ the fury of their Adverſaries. 

3- The Divine Power was eminently declared in 
the Miracles our Saviour wrought during the time 
of his publick Miniſtry,to verify his Divine Miflion, 
that he was the great Prophet ſent from God to in- 
ftru& Men in the way of Life. In diſcourſing of 
this, I will briefly ſhew, that Miracles were a con- 
vincing proof of his Celeſtial Calling, and that the 
performance of them was neceſſary in uvrder to the 
conviction of the World, and conſider particular- 
ly thoſe He wrought. 


I. A Miracle is an extraordinary Operation of 


God in Nature, eicher in ſtopping its courſe, or in 
producing ſome Effe&s that are avzove its Laws and 
Power : So that when he tis pleaſed to work any, 
they are his Seal to authoriſe the Perſon and o- 
&trine to which they are annext. By them Foith is 
made viſible ; The Unbeliever is convinced by his 


Senſes, the only- Witneſſes above reproach in his. 


account. From hence Nicodems addreiſes himfelf 
to Chriſt, John 3. 2. Maſter, we know that thou art a 
Teacher come from God ; fer no Man can do thoſe Mi- 
racles that thou doſt, excep? God be with him : that is, 
no inferiour Agent can perform them, without the 
ſpecial Afhiſtance of the Divine Power. And 'cis 
not to be ſuppoſed,that God will lend his Omnipo- 
tency to the Devil to work a real Miracle, to con- 
firm a Fallity ; and chereby,neceſlarily induce Men 
into Errour in a matter of infinite moment:for ſuch 
is the Doctrine ot Salyation that Chriſt preached. 
2, The 
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2. The working of Miracles was rieceſſaty tg cop : 


'vince the World, chat” Jeſus Chriſt was ſent from 
*God, whether we conſider the Jews or the Gentiles. 


To convince the Jews upon'a double account: «- 
2. Becauſe the petforrranceof them 'wis ohe of 
the Characters of the protniſed Meffiah. For thjs 
reaſon when two of Fob»'s Diſciples came to inquire 
whether he were the expe&ed Prophet, he returns 
this anſwer to the queſtion': Go and ſhew John thoſe 
things which ye do hear 'and ſes, The Blimd receive their 
Sight, and the Lame walk, the Lepers ate cleanſed, 'and 
"the Deaf hear, the Dead are raiſed up, and ihe Poor 
have the Goſpel preached to themi, Mat. 11.4, 5. Thus 
he deſcribed his Office, and verityed the Commiſſion 


he had from God, by repreſenting his Miracles in 


The Words of the Prophecy ; 7. 35.5, 9. - - 
- 2: Our Saviour came to alter the Religion of the 
Jews, that had been confirmed by many illuſtrious 
Miracles: therefore to affure thern that he was au- 
thoriſed from Heaven, he wrought ſuch and fa tha- 
ny, thacfortheir greatneſs, clearneſfs, and number, 
exceeded all that were done before his coming. Our 
Saviour tells the Jews; If I had not done among then 
*he Works which none other Man did, they had not had 
fa > that is, in rejefting him. For if he hadexer- 
ciſed only a Power like unto that 'of Moſes andthe 
Prophets, iti his Mitaculous Actions; they had been 
bbliged to have honoured him as one of theirrank, 
bur not to have attributed an incomparable Dignity 
to him. But he did thoſe which neicher ZAofes nog 
the Prophets had performed ; and iti thoſe that had 
been done, Chriſt excelled them in the matintr of 
doing them. This the Jews cotild not conttithet? 
and froth hence their Infidelity was made calpibl< 
| Setondly, Miracles wereneceſſary to convince.the 
Rentiles, x: For the Goſpel forbids the various Re» 
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ligiot:zs among them, and commands all to worſhip 
God alone in Jeſus Chriſt ; fo that without a ſenſible 
dennaftration, that that was the way wherein He 
would beſerved, their prejudices had been invinci- 
ble. 2. The Goſpel propounds Threatnings and 
Promiſes that regarda future State, where no living 
Eye can ſee their Effects ; fo that without an extra- 
ordinary confirmation it was not likely that Men 
ſhould yield a firm aſſent to them. If it be ſaid, our 
Savicur did his Miracles only in Fudea, where very 
few of the Gentiles ſaw his Perſon or Works : TI an- 
ſwcr, His Miracles were primarily deſigned for the 
Conviction of the Fews; and in a ſecondary intenti- 
on, to diſarm Infidelity among the Gentiles. There- 
forethe Teſtimony of them was conveyed by thoſe 
who were Eye-witneſles, and moſt worthy of cre- 
dit, and who did many great wonders in the Name 
of Chriſt, to verify the report of his famous Mira- 
cles, and declare his Power and Divinity. Of this 
more afterwards. 

Now Iwill briefly conſider the Miracles wrought 
by Chriſt, that were the certain Signs of God's fa- 
vouring of him, and made his Commiſlion authentic. 
Before his coming the Hand of the Synagogue was 
dried up, and impotent to produce Miracles. The 
Holy Spirit was withdrawn, and for the ſpace of 
four hundred years, no Prophet nor Worker of Won- 
ders appeared. Fohn the Baptiſt, though the Angel 
deputed to ſignify the coming of Chriſt, yet did no 
Miracles. But our Saviour was inveſted with Power 
from above, and performed many. Their quality 
and number is conſiderable. 

1. They were not meer Signs, as the converſion 
of Moſes's Rod into a Serpent ; nor deſtructive and 
puniſhing, as the Wonders in Egypt ; but advanta- 


geous and beneficial to Men, the equal Demonſtra- 
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tions of his Mercy and Power. He cured Diſeaſes, 
that were abſolutely deſperate, without means, by 
his Omnipotenc Will, as the Son of the Nobleman 
who was ſick at Capernaum, when Himleli was 2t 
Cana in Galilee, Joh. 4. 46. or by ſuch viſible means, 
that the Spe&ators might be fully convinced, that 
it was not the external Application, but his fole Vir- 
eue and Divine Power that produced the effe&.Thus 
by anointing with Clay and Spittle theEyes of kim 
that was born blind, who never had any natural 
poſlibility of ſeeing, he wrought an unparalleld 
Cure: It was never yet heard that any Man opened the 
Eyes of one that was born blind, John 9. Therefore 


| he that was healed, inferred from that, as a moſt 


pregnant proof, that our Saviour was from God. He 
raiſed the dead. This Effe& exceeds the Power not 
only of Men, but of the Angels. *Tis true, That 
oneAngel deſtroy'd in anight an hundred fourſcore 
and five thouſand of the A4ſfhrian Army ; but *tis 
as true, that all the Angels together cannot raiſe 
from the dead one Man. *Tis wholly the Work of 
the Lord of Nature, who holds the Keys of Life 
and Death in his Hands. *Tis only his Light can 
diſpel the Darkneſs, his Voice can break the filence 
of the Grave. And *tis obſervable, that our Savi- 
our who ſometimes concealed his miraculousWorks, 
and forbad the publiſhing of chem, yet performed 
this kind before many Witneſles, that they might 
publiſh and verify it,as being moſt concluſive of his 
Miſſion from God. He raiſed to Life the Ruler's 
Daughter, Mar. 5. 42. to the aſtoniſhment of all 
that were preſent co attend her Funeral. The Wi- 
dow's Son of Naim was carried without the Gates 
of the City to his Grave, Feſws ſtops the ſad Train, 
and reſtores Life tothe young Man, and to his Mo- 
ther ſomething more dear than her Life. And the 
Ee 2 more 
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more ſignally to triumph over Death, he purſuedit 
to its fore, the obſcurity of the Grave. Lazarus 
was buried four days, (Luk. 7. 15.) his Carcaſe was 
corrupted, Jeſus calls him from the bottom of his 
"Tomb with that powerful "Voice that created the 
World; the Dead anſwers, and comes forth to the 
am3z-ment of all that ſaw the Glory of God fo 
clearly manifeſted. The Evangeliſt reports, ( Fobn 
17. 44.) that the People afterward were as deſirous 
to fee Lazarus as Feſus. "Add to theſe his caſting 
- Out of Devils. Before the Fall, the unclean Spirit 
was incorporated with the Serpent, but 'now with 
Man himſelf. He ſeizes on the External Organs 
and Internal Faculties, and rules him at his pleaſure. 
In the time of Chriſt great 'numbers were poſleſt : 
for the Devil perceiving the Ruineof his Kingdom 
approaching, would extend the Limits of it here, 
and by tne perfe& poſſefling of Sinners, begin their 
Torment, which is one Ad of his Principality. The 
caſe of thoſe Perſons was moſt compaſlionable. For 
in that cloſe Fight the Soul was diſarmed of its de- 
tenſive Weapons, being hindered in a great meaſure 
of the free uſe of its Faculties. Whereas in other 
Temptations he Works by outward Objedts at a di- 
ftance, here he makes a violent aſſault on both parts. 
*Tis the true anticipation of He}, for the poſleſt 
Perfou is not ex2mpred 'trom Suffering, the Privi- 
ledg of Death, nor enjoys the free Power of doing, 
the cffe& of Life. Now the ejetting of this Enem 
was above the force of any humane means ; no ma- 
rerial Applications had Power over immaterial Spi- 
rits. But our Saviour by a Word commanded them 
torth of their Garifons : and the Evangeliſts ob- 
ferve that the ſight of it affeted the People, 'in an 
extraordinary manner above what his other Mira- 
ls did. *Tis ſaid, Mat. 1, 27, 29. they were all 
= | TOE No pe ' amazed, 
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amazed, in ſo much that y queſtioned among them -. 
ſelves, F- aying, What thing is this, what new ' Doring. 


is this? For with Authority commandeth be even the 


unclean Sj pirits, and they obey him, His Empire over 


evil Spirics was more admired than over Diſcaſes, 


or Death it ſelf. Thoſe who were inſenſible of his 


former Miracles, received impreflion from this : 
They were af oniſhed at the Mighty Power of God, c0n- 
feng that it was nev:r ſo ſeen in Tract, Luke 9. 43. 


And another time they ſaid, I: not this the Son of 
David'?' ( Mat 9.33.) 4. e. the Mefliab. The Pha- . 


riſces, his obſtinate Enemies, were more troubled 
about this, than any'other Action : - and to elude 
the preſent Conviction that he came from God, a 
ſciibed it to a ſecret compact with Beelzebub, as i 
there were a colluſion between the Evil Spirics, 2 
leſſer Devil retired that the [Prince might reign. 


But fo great was _ Evidence of the Spirit of God... 


in that act of J 


rifdiftion over the Devils, char. 


our Saviour charges them with unpirdonable Guile | 


for their wilful denying it. 


The number of his Miracles was ſo great, ' that”. 
St, Foba ſaith, If all were written, the World could . 


vot contain the Books. We may in part conjecture 


—_ 


how numerous they, were, by taking notice how | 
many he performed in one day. He dined with 


Matihew at Capernaum z Mat.g.10, 11. whilit he was, 
there, Fairus entreats him to go to his Daughter . 
newly dead ; wy. 18. as he went,the Woman with, 

the Bloody Ifue couch'd the Hem of his Garment, 
and was healed ; werſ; 20, 21, 22. he raiſed the | 
dead Maid; in his returning he cured two blind . 


Men, and immediately after caſt out the Devil 


from one that was Dumb. And in all theſe mirg-, 


culous' Operations the Glory of God's Power wz 
cleaxrty'manifefted.” 
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4. The Divine Power admirably appeared in 
making the Death of Chriſt victorious over all our 
Spiricual Enemies. Now to ſhew what an. emi- 
nent degree of Power was exerciſed in the effect- 
ing this, we muft conſider, that after Satan was 
caſt out of Heaven for his Rebellion, he ſet up 
a Throne on the Earth, and uſurp'd an abſo- 
lute Empire over Mankind. His Power was 
Great, and his Malice was equal to his Power. 
The Apoſtle repreſents him with his black Army, 
Eptel. 6. 12. under the titles of Principalities and 
Pawers, the Rulers of the Darkneſs of this World, (þ:- 
ritual Wickedneſſes in heavenly Places 3 as in reſpe&t 
of the Order among them, fo in reſpect of their 
Dominion they exerciſe in the World. His Prin- 
cipality hath 70 parts : To tempt Men powerfu]- 
ly to ſin, and to execute the Wrath of God upon 
them. He works effeflually in the Children of Diſo- 
bedience. He fires their Luſts, and by the thick aſ- 
cending Smoke darkens their Minds, and hurries 
them to do the vileſt Actions. And he bath the 
Power of Death, to torment Sinners 3 God juſt] 
permitting him to exerciſe his Cruelty upon thoſe 
who comply wich his Temptations. Now in the 
Time of Chriſt ſeeing many raviſhed out of his 
hands, and tranſlated into the Kingdom of God, 
he grew Jealous of his State, and by his Inſtru- 
ments brought him to a cruel and ſhameful Death. 
He then in appearance obtained a compleat Con- 
queſt, but in Truth was abſolutely overcome. 
And from hence the glorious Power of Chriſt is 
moſt clearly manifeſted. As he that will take the 
height of a Mountain muſt deſcend to the loweſt 
part of the Valley, where fixing his Inſtrument, 
he may diſcover the diſtance from the Foot to the 


top of it : So we muſt deſcend to the loweſt degree. 


of 
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of our Saviour's Abaſement, to underſtand the 
height of his Exaltation. By Death he overcame 
him that had the Power of Death, that is, the Dewi. 
Heb. 2. 14. For his cruel Empire was founded in 
Man's Sin ; his Greatneſs was built on our Ruins. 
All the penal Evils he brings on Mankind are upon 
the Account of our Diſobedience, and his mighty 
Power in Temptations, is from our inward Cor- 
ruption; Otherwiſe he might ſurround, but could 
not ſurpriſe us. Now the Lord Chriſt by his 
Death hath taken away the Guilt and Power of 
Sin : The Guilt inenduring the Curſe of the Law, 
and thereby ſatisfying Eternal Juſtice, which all 
the Creatures in Heaven and Earth could not doz 
and the Power of it, By crucifying our old Man with 
him, that the body of Sin might be deſtroyed, that 
bencefarth we ſhould not ſerve ſin. Rom. 6. 6. By the 
Croſs of Chriſt the World is crucified to us 3 and we are 
crucified to the World, Gal. 6, By it we are vindica- 
ted from the Power of Satan, into the glorious Li- 
berty of the Sons of God. For this Reaſon our Sa- 
viour, a little before his Paſſion, ſaid, Now ſhall the 
Prince of this World be caſt out. By the Croſs be 
ſpoiled Principalities and Powers, and made a ſhew of 
them openly, triumphing over them in it, 2 Col. 15, 
to their extreme contuſion, in the view of Heaven 
and Earth. Although the Reſurretion and Af- 
cenſion of Chriſt are the proper Acts of his Tri- 
umph, yet his Death is the Sole Cauſe and Origi- 
nal of ir. The Nails and Spear that pierced his 
Body, were his Ommnipotent Arms, and the Croſs the 
Inſtrument of his Sufferings, was the Tropbee of his 
Vitory. All our triumphant Palms are gathered 
from that Tree. *Tis there our Saviour bruiſed 
the head of the old Serpent, and renewed his anci- 
ent Victory oyer him, 

Ee 4 And 
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and from hence it was, that upon the ff Preacti-. 


” 


ing of Chriſt Crucificq, Oracles were ſtruck dumb,. 


ahd put to eternal ſilence; inviſible Powers were. 
forced to do him viſible Honour, As the Riſing Sun . 
cauſes the Night-birds to retire, fo, his Name cha-, 

ſed che rour' of Deities into darkneb.. - They. con. 

cinue to be our Enemies, but not opr Lords. Now, 
where did the Divine Power ever appear more glo-, 

rions than in our Crucified $aviour ? He bath done. 

gteater things, ſuffering as,, Man, than aQting. as.” 
(od (4). The Works of Creation and Providence 
are hot equal to the Effects. of .bis Death. 'In che 
Creation a corruptible. Wald was produced from. 
Noching,which as it had yo Diſpoſition, ſono Con:-. 
trafrlety to receive the form. the Cieator gave. it: . 
Bye 'he'new-World of Grace that, is. Immorta),. 
whe Formed pig of Revellious Matter. The mol 
eminent, Work of Providence, . was.the drowning . 


che' Egyptians in the. Red-Sea:.. But he. ſpiritual, 
Phgradh,. and all his :Haſts: ware drowned ,in his . 
Blaod:” In; ſhort, the Crok hath opened Heaven.to,, 
us, and wrought 7 miracÞIpuschapge.an the Earth. 
Bur thiis T thall mote particularly.configer under a-. 
nother Held of Diſcourſe, i 
Fifebly,* The Divine Power was eminently: mag: 


by oo 


nified*jn: Chriſt's, 'Reſurretion . from. the Grave... 
This 'was fofetod' concerning the Meſſiah by .the... 
Prophet David ſpeaking in the type, Pfal.. 16, 1c.,, 
24y .feſp ſhall reft in hope, for thou wilt not leave my.. 
Soul in Hell; neither wilt rboy ſuſfer-thy - Holy. One, 10... 
fee corruption. © AS it was ordain'd by God's Foun: - 
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ſel, ſo cwas executed by, his Power. This is: de+ 
ciſrye, that he is the.: Meſſiab:. His other -Miracles » 
were-pe:lormed by che Prophets, bur this was fin» 
gular, and only done by:the God of the Prophets... 
"The. Reaſons, of, it;prove, that *twas equally: ne- - 
ceſlary for his Glory.and our Salvation:: 

x. The Quality-of: his Perſon-required: it... For: 
he was a Heavenly:Man without Guilt, therefore-: 
-mmortal by the original.Gonftitution.of his Nature:: 
Death, tnat is the.:'Wages of :Sin;:. had:no- power 
over, him, He.was ſubje& to. it, not-by the:Law- 
of his: Gonception,: . but the Diſpenſation of : his: 
Love; not to fatisfie Nature: bit purchaſe our: Sal-:- 
vation: [Thergfore:the.Eternal I aw: that annexes : 
Immortality .to. Innocence, - would not ſuffer that:: 
he ſhould remain in:the ſtate of Death. . 

_2-: The nature of his Office made it.neceſfary: . 
As the Oeconomy of our Redemption required, ithat. 
he ſhould. deſcend - from Heaven; the: Seat: of -his:; 
Glory, that by.dying he-mighr expiate our:Sins ; {ſo 
after his lying in. the. Grave, ſo: long as.to atteſt the : 
reality of his Death, *rwas neceſſary the ſhould: riſc:. 
again in order to his diſpenſing the glorious 'Bene-- 
tits he had. purchas'd.:: The Apoſle tells che: Corin- 
thjans,' 1 Cor. 15.141} Chriſt be: not riſen,” ther our - 
Preaching is in vaiu,and your. Faith:1s alſo. 1n vain; For - 
the Faich of. Chriſtzahshath a tbreefo/d Reference: : 

x. :T 9 te Perfon..of:Chrilt, 'that. he is the:Son :: 
Og ©» 

2. : To his Death, (that.7ris an. all-ſufficxent Sacri- :: 
i:c& for. Sin: | 

3. To his Promiſe; that he will raiſe Betievers at - 
the laſt. Dqp.. ; Now. the Relucredtian of: Chriſt: is :- 
:he Fqundation. of: Faith: in:reſpe&.of all-theſe.'-. 

1. He was declar'd to be tbe $0n::0f God-with Pow-" 
ry: according: to the Spirit: of Holineſs, by i the :Reſurre- . 
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fion from the Dead, Rom. 1. 4. He was the Son of 
God from Eternity as;the Word, and from the firſt 
moment of his Incarnation as God-Man 3 But the 
honour of this Relation was much eclips'd in his 
poor Life, and ignominious Death. And although 
his darkeſt Night was inlightened with ſome dif- 
eoveries of his Deity, yet they were tranſient and 

ſoon vaniſh'd, But'in his Reſurre&ion God did 
publickly own him in the face of the World ; there- 
tore he is repreſented, teſtifying from Heaven, Thou 
art my Son, this Day have T begotten thee ; A&. 13. 33. 
According to the Phraſe of Scripture, then things 
are ſaid to be, whenthey conſpicuouſly appear. All 
che Miraculous Proofs by which God acknowledged 
him for his Son during his Lite,had been ineffectual 
without this: If he had remain'd in the Grave, 
it had been reaſonable to believe him an ordinary 

Perſon, and that his Death had been the puniſh- 

ment of his preſumption ; but his ReſurreQtion 

was the moſt i}luſtrious and convincing Evidence, 

that he was what he declar'd himſelf to be. For 

it is not conceivable that God ſhould put forth an 

Almighty power to raite him, and thereby autho- 

riſe bis Uſurpation, if by robbery he had aſſumed 

that Glorious Title. He is therefore ſaid to be ju- 

ſtified by the Spirit, which raiſed him, 1 Tim. 3. 16. 

trom all the Accufations of his Enemies, whochar- 

ged him with Blaſpheray for making himſelf equal 

with God: Upon the Evidence of it, Thomas ado- 

red him as bis Lord end God. 

2. His Reſurrection is the moſt pregnant Proof of 
the Ali-ſufficiency of his Satisfa&tion. This was fpe- 
cial in the Death of Chriſt, that the Curſe of the 
Law accomip: Ted it,'and' feemed like an infinite 
weight to lie on his Grave. But in riſing again, the 
Value and Virtue of his Suiferings was fully _ 

TE. 
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red. Therefore the Apoſtle..tells us, Rom. 4. 25. 
that be was delivered for our Off ences,. and -was raiſed 
again for our Juſtification. Although his Death was 
{ficient to merit our Pardon, yet ſince Believers 
alone actually partake.of the benefic, and none 
could believe, if he had not roſe from the Grave ; 
tis clear his Death had been ineffteaual without 
it, 

3- Our Faith in his Promiſes to give Life and 
Glory to his Servants, .is built on his ReſurreQion : 
for how. could we believe him to be'the Author of 
Life, who remained under the Power of Death ? 
How could he quicken and glorify us, who finally 
periſh'd ? If he had been confined to the Grave, all 
our Hopes had been buried wich him. But his Re- 
ſurre&tion is the Cauſe, Patern and Argument of 
ours: He did. not only raiſe his Body from the 
Grave, but his Church with him. Now the ef- 
fe&ting this is attributed to the Divine Power, with 
a Note of Eminency : Chriſt was raiſed by the Glory 
of his Father, Rom. 6. 4- that is, by his Power, which 
in that Act was manifeſted in its full ſplendour ; for 
what is ſtronger than Death ? and more inexorable 
than the Grave? Omnipotency alone can break its 
Gates, and looſe its Bands. 
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The Divine Power was glorified in the Converſion of 
| the World to Chriſtianity. Notwithſtanding the 
imaginary Infirmity in Chriſt Crucified,. yet to the 
Called be was the Power of God.. The numerous 
and great Difficulties that obſtrufted the receiving 
tbe. Golpel. What the ſtate of the. World was at - 
the firſt, Preaching it» Ignorance was Univerſal. 
| | ff Idolatry, 
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Idolatry, and the depravation of Manners, werethe' 


Conſequences of it, Idolatry was fortified by Cu- 
ftom, Antiquity, and External Pomp. The depra- 
vation of Manners was extreme. The principal Ac- 


count of ' it from their disbelieving a ' future State, 


and their attribating td their Gods thoſe Paſſivns and 


Vices that were pleaſing to the Fleſh. The averſion 
of the Vulgar Heathens was ſtrengthned by thoſe in. 


Veneration among them. The Philoſophers, 'Prieſt's 


and Princes vehemintly oppoſed” the Goſpel. An 


Account of their Enmity againſt it. The Conſide- 
ration'of the Means by which the Goſpel was con- 
weyed,: diſcovers that Omnipotency alone made 'it 
ſucceſsful. The' Perſons employed were a few Fiſher- 


men, 'Without Authority and Power to force Men to 


Obedience, and without Art or Eloquence to inſmuate 
the belitf of their Dottrine. © The great, ſudden, 
and laſt ing change in the World,” by the Preaching of 
the: Goſpel, is a certain Argument of the Divine 
Power that animated thoſe weak Appearances. Ido- 
latry -was aboliſh'd. - A miraculous change followed 
in the Lives of Men.” Chriſtians gave a divorce to 
all the ſinful delights of 'Senfe, and embraced for 
the Honour 'of Chriſt; thoſe things that Nature moſt 


abbors. A ſhort view of the Suffering s and Courage 


of the Martyrs. Their Patience was inſpired from 
Heaven. Chriſtianity was witforious over all oppo- 
ſition. The Divine Power will be pleriouſly mani- 
feſted in the compleat Salvation of the Church at 


rhe:laft Day. Out Saviour ſhall then finiſh his Me-' 


diatory Office. Death rhe laſt Enemy ſhall be de- 
ſtroged.”” The Bodies of the Saints ſhall be raiſed 
and conformed to the gleridas Body of Chriſt. © 


s..JHE Divine Power was glorified in the Con- 


:: Verſion of the World to:Chriſtianity. - The 


Apoſtle 
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Apoſtle.cells us, That Chriſt crucified was tothe Jews a 
ftumbling-blogk, and to.the Gentiles fooliſhneſs. The 
'Fews expected, the Meſſiah to deliver them from 
temporal Servitude, and eſtabliſh an Uniyerſal Em- 
pire, .either by.che:Eorce of Arms, or by the Ter- 


Tor of Signs and Prodigies, as Meſes.did againſt the 


Egyptians : But when inſtead of Power, they ſaw 
nothing but Weakneſs, and inſtead of a glorious 
Triumph, a diſgraceful Puniſhment, they deſpiſed 
his Perſon, and reje&ted his Dorine, But not- 
withſtanding this imaginary Infirmity inChriſt cru- 
cified, yet to theſe that are called according to the Di- 
vine Purpoſe, He was the moſt excellent Power of God : 
It being more glorious to ſubdue the World to the 
Faith and Obedience of a Crucified Perſon, than 
if he had appeared with all the Powers of Heayen, 
and Princes of the Earth as his Attendants. Far 
this Reaſon the Apoſtle declares, He was not aſhamed 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt, it being the Power of God to 
Salvation to all that beljeve, to the Jew firſt, and elſo 
to the Greek. And he prays for the Epheſians, Ch. x. 
18,19,20. That the Eyes of their Underſt andings being 
enlightned,they might know what 1s the exceeding great- 
meſs of his Power to uexward who believe,according to the 
working of his mightyPower which he wrought in Chriſt 
when be raiſed him from the Dead, and ſet hims at his 
own right Hand in the Heavenly Places. He uſes va. 
rious and lofty Expreffions, as if one had been in- 
ſufficient to ſignify the Extent and Efficacy of thar 
Power which produc'd the Faith of Chriſt in the 


| Heathens. And it we duly conſider Things, ic 


will appear, that the Terms of the 4poſtle are nor 
too ſtrong and hyperbolical, but juſt and equal to 
the degree of Power requiſite for the accompliſh- 
ment of that great Work. 


For 
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For the underſtanding of this, I will conſider 
three things. ; 

x. The numerous and great Difficulties that ob- 
ſtructed the receiving of the Goſpel. 

24ly. The Quality of th- Means by which 'twas | 
conveyed and became ſucceſsful. 

241y. Theeminenrt, ſudden, univerſal and laſting 
Change made by it in the World. 

1ſt. The numerous and great: Difficulties that 
obſtructed the receiving of the Goſpe). This will 
appear by repreſenting the ftate and diſpoſition of 
the World at that Time when it was firſt preach- 
ed. 

Firſt; Tgnorance was Univerſal ; a deep thick 
darkneſs cover'd the Face of the Earth. And the 
Conſequents of that groſs palpable Ignorance, were 
execrable Idolatry, and the moſt notorious depra- 
vation of Manners. 

7. Execrable Idolatry : for as in the night Spe- 
&res walk, ſo in the times of Ignorance, the Prince 
of Darkneſs made his progreſs in the Earth. He 
reign'd in the Hearts of Men, and in the Places oi 
their Devotion. The whole World as fill'd with 
Idols of ſeveral Forms and Myſteries, ſome Amia- 
ble, others Terrible, according to the humour oi 
Superſtition. For many Ages Satan had kept peace- 
able poſſeſſion of his Empire : for the Ignorant 
World did not underſtand its Miſery,but willingly 
paid that Honour to the cruel Ulſurper, that was 
only due to the Lawful Sovereign. They were 
confirm'd in their Idolatry by feveral Things. 

(1.) They were trained up in it from their In- 
fant State. Now the firſt Perſwaſions of the Mind, 
though groſly falſe, and ill Habits, do ſtrangely 
captivate, and are with difficulty removed ; becauſe 
the concurrence of thoſe Faculties is requiſite, which 
are 
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areunder the Power of Errour and Vice. No Ty- 
rant is ſo exactly obey'd as Cuſtom, eſpecially in 
things eſteem'd Sacred : for the conceit that che 
Service is pleaſing to the Deity, renders Men in- 
capable to believe any thing that contradicts it. 
'Twas as hard to make the Gentiles forſake the 
Religion they -received from their Birth, and co 
looſe the Impreflions made in their tender Age, as 
to make the Africans change their Skin and become 
Fair, and the Europeans to turn Black : for the 
tin&ture whichthe Religion praiſed in each Coun- 
try conveys to the Souls of Men, is as deep and 
laſting, as that which the Sun impreſles upon their 
Bodies, according to the diverſity of its Aſpedts. 
(2.) The Pagan Religion was derived through a 
long ſucceflion from their Progenitors. Antiquity 
brings I know not what reſpe& to Things, but 'cis 
ſpecially venerable in Matters of Religion. There- 
fore the Heathens accuſed the Chriſtian Religion 
of Novelty, andurged nothing more plauſibly tan 
the Argument of immemorial Preſcription tor their 
Superſtition (b.) They would not conſider whether 
it were juſt and reaſonable, but wich a blind dele- 
rence yielded up themſelvesto the Authority of the 
Ancients. They reſolved not to condemn their Pa- 
rents and Friends,that had gone Þ-!ore chem 1n this 
Road of Damnation, but choſe io die in their Ido- 
latry. So hard is it to reſiſt the current of the 
World, and to reſcue our ſelves trom che Bondage 
of popular Errors. 
(3.) The Pomp of the Pagan Worſhip was very 
plealing 


——— 


— ————_ 


(b) Vid. Sym. in relat. ad Imperat. Majorum excipere diſct- 
plinam, Religiones traditas colere. Cecil. Fantum Santtitatis 
attribuere contuevit, quantum aſiruxerit vetuſtatis. M. Fel, Woc 
fanctum ab zyo eſt, Hoc ab Atay)s traditum. Prudent. 
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;pteaſing 'to'the ih. The Magnificence of their 
"Temples adorn'd with'the Frophies'of Superſtici- my 
-on;their Myſteriots Ceremoniestheir Muſick, their Pp 
Proceflions, 'their:Itrages anUAlcars, their Sacrifi- V 
ces and Purifications, :and'the reſt of 'theEquipage li 
-of a-carnal Religion, 'Urew 'their Reſpetts, 'and E 
ſtrongly affected their Minds'through their Senſes: lc 
"Whereas the 'Religion of 'the 'Gofpel 'is Spiritual ' | *? 
and Serious, -Holy and Pure, and hath hothing to b 
-move-the iCarnal Parr. Now-how difficult was ic Cc 
b 
t 


to-overcome Paganiſm when fortified by Antiquity, 
Univerſaticy, andſoagreeabletoSefrſe? How'hard | 
Was it to free Men from the double Tyranny 'of a 
Cuftom from without, and blind Aﬀedtions from t 
within. ; - ſ 
2. The depravation of Mariners was ſuch in the c 
Heathen World, that if the unclean Spirits had c 
been Incarnate, and taken their Reſidence among i 
Men, they could not have acted worſe Villanies. c 
The whole Earth was covered with Abomina: l 
tions, as Egypr with the Frogs that poifoned the \ 
whole Climate. We may fee a Pifture of their }} ] 
Converſation in the firj# to the Romans, Andit | 1 
could not be otherwiſe ; For as the Apoſtle faich, JJ 1 
Thoſe who are Drunk, are Drunk in the Night ; fo 
when the Mind is darkened with Ignorance and Er- 
ror, the Aﬀections are corrupted, and Men give 
up themſelves to the unfruitfa! Works of Darkneſs; 
Unnatural Crimes were committed even amohg the | 
Grecians and Romans, with that liberty, as if no | 
fpark of common Reaſon had retained in them. 
The moſt filthy Luſts had loſt the fear and ſhame 
that naturally attends them. They eſteemed thole 
things to be the Means to obtain Happinefs, that 
were Cauſes of the contrary. They placd their 
Savereign Good in extreme Evil, 5. e: finfal mo. 
vyes. 
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ſures. They were encouraged to work all Unclean- 
neſs with greedineſs, not only upon the account of 
preſent Impunity, for their Laws left almoſt all 
Vices indifferent bur what diſturbed the tranquil- 
licy of the State ; and not only by the multitude of 
Examples, ſo that Vices by their commonneſs had 
loſt their Names, and were ſtiJed vertues ; nay, 
*eEwas a Crime to appear innocent among the guilty], 
but principally becauſe they thought themſelves ſe- 
cure as to a future State : For either they wholly dil- 
believed it ; and'tis congruous that thoſe who think 
to die like Beaſts, ſhould live like Beaſts ; or elſe by 
attributing to their Deities thoſe Paſſions and Vices 
that ſo powerfully reigned in themſelves, they were 
ſtrongly perſwaded no Puniſhment would be infli- 
&ed(d).For how could theGods make them Sacrifti- 
ces totheirJuſtice, who wereCompanions with them 
in their Crimes ? Or revenge the Imitation of their 
ownActions? This was to caſt down the Banks.& to 
let the Torrent of corrupt Nature break forth in 
all its fury. . As St. Auſtin obſerves of Homer, the 
Father of Poetical Fictions, that repreſenting the 
Murders, Thefts, and Adulteries of cheir Gods, be 
madethoſe Sins Divine Properties, and effeually 
commended them to the Heathens : Quiſquis ea fe- 
ciſſet, non Homines perditos ſed caleſtes Deus videbatur 
imitatus. And he gives an inſtance of this from a 
Comedy of Terence (e), wherea vicious young Man is 
introduced, reporting how he animated himſelf io 
ſatisfy his bruriſh Luſt, as having no leſs a Deity 
Ff than 


|| Apud eos tota 1mpuritas vocatur urbanitas. M. Fel. 

(4) Et cunta licere credimus, et ſequimur magnorum exem- 
pla Deorum.Biblis tempting herBrother to rnceſt.Ovid.Met.l.g.Fab.7. 

(e) Confeſ. atque in Dcum qui templa Cceli ſumma ſonitu con- 
cuit, Ego homuncio hoc non facerem: Ego illud yero ita feci ac 
lubens, Ter. Eunuch. 
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than Jupiter for his Maſter and Model. In ſhort, 
the Theology of the Pagans inflamed them to the bold 
commiſiion of every pleaſant Sin. The Hiſtory of 
their Gods was fo incerſperſt with che moſt infa- 
mous Impurities, that at the firſt reading, Verterunt 
pupillas Virgines im Meretrices ; They loſt the Virgi. 
nity of their Eyes, then of their Souls, and then of 
their Bodies. Now the Goſpel is a holy Diſcipline 
that forbids all Exceſles,that enjoins univerſal Purj- 
ty and Chaſtity ; ſo that when it was firſt preach'd 
to the Heathens,they thought it impoſlible to be o- 
beyed , unleſs Men were Angels without Bodies, 
or Statues without Souls. | 

I ijhall add further, That the averſion of the Hea- 
thens from Chriſtianity was much ſtrengthened by 
thoſe who were in Veneration among them, and 
vehemently oppoſed it. And they were the Philo- 
ſophers greatly eſteemed for Wiſdom, their Prieſts 
that had Dominion over their Conlciences, and 
their Princes that had Power over their States and 
Lives. 

1. Philoſophers vehemently oppoſed the receiv- 
ing of the Goſpel. At the firſt view it may be juſt 
macter of wonder that they ſhould be Enemies to 
it, whether we conſider the Objects of Faith, or 
the Rules of Life laid down in ir. The Object of 
Faith were new and noble, of infinite beauty and 
profit. and moſt worthy of a rational Contemplati- 
on to be exerciſed upon them : Now that the Philo- 
fophers who were ſo diligent to improve their 
minds,who receiv'd with complacency Truths of a 
lower defcent, and of- infinitely lefs importance, 
ſhould reje&t Evangelical Truths, ſublime in their 
Nature, ſaving in their Efficacy, and revealed from 
Heaven, whac account can be given of ic? Tertull- 


an reproaches them with reaſon, That the cag—ev" 
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Faith was the only thing, which Curioſity did not 
rempt them to ſearch into : Hic ſolum curiofitas bu- 
mana torpeſeit, Apol. c. 1. Beſides, whereas the 
Goſpel is a plain and perfect Inſtitution for the Go- 
vernmeznt of Life, wholly converſant about the Soyls 
of Men, andaſſures a Bleſledneſs infinitely more ex.- 
cel'ent than was ever thought of >y them, it mighe 
have been expected that thoſe who in regard of 
Morality ſeemed moſt to approach to it, and whoſe 
profeſt deſign was to ſearch after Happineſs, ſhould 
have readily entertained and uſed their beaſt endea- 
yours to have drawn others to embrace it. But if 
we conſider things aright, our wonder will vaniſh : 
for their Knowledg and Morality, which in them- 
ſelves were Preparatives, yet accidentally hindred 
their ſubmiſſion to the Grſpel, and cauſed the moſt 
potent Prejudices againit it; and that upon a dou- 
ble account : 

1. Of Pride. 

2. Of SatisfaRtion in their own way. 

1. Pride was their univerſal Diſeaſe: they had a 
liberal eſteem of themſelves as raiſed above the com- 
mon rank of Men, and were Lovers of Glory more 
than of Wiſdom (f). And becauſe Philoſophy 
bad inſtructed them in ſome Truths, they believed 
it's falſe as well as true Diates, and concluded all 


things impoſlible that did not concur with their ol4 


Tenents: .they admitted no higher Principle than 
natural Reaſon, andutterly rejz&ed Divine Revela- 
tion 3 Which was as unreaſonable as if one that ne- 
ver ſaw but the Light of a Candle, ſhould contend 
there was no other Light in the World. Now a Per- 

F f 2 ſon 
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+.Cf ) Mundi Philoſophus eſt oloriz animal, & popularis anr# 
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ion that doth not believe Divine Revelation, is 
wholly unqualified tojudg of ſupernatural Myſteries, 
For till the Authority of the Revealer is ſubmitted 
to, he cannot truly conſider their Cauſe and their 
End. Beſides, they look d on it asa reproach, that 
any Secret ſhould be revealed to others and not to 
them. It ſeemed to darken their Glory, that any 
School ſhould bs more knowing than theirs. There. 
fore they choſe to be Inſtructors of Error, rather 
than Diſciples to the Truth. Add further, they 
thought their Honour concern'd to defend the Prin: 
Ciples they had once eſpouſed. From hence aroſe 
the great Conteſtations between themſelves,accom- 
panied with invectives and Satyrs, being very jea- 
lous for their Opinions, and paſlionate for the Inte- 
reſt of their Seats. Now the Goſpel was in ſome 
things contrary to all of them, ſo that being impe- 
rious and impatient of contradiction, and touch'd 

in their tendereft part, no wonder they were fo vi. 
olent againſt it. They were unwilling to receive a 

Doctrine that diſcovered their Errors, and leſlened 

theireſteem. Our Saviour asks the Jews, How can 

ye believe which receive Honour one fromganother, and 

ſeek not the Honour which comes from God only ? He 

propounds it as an impoſlible thing. The Goſpel 

would ſtrip them of all their pretended Excellencies, 

and diveſt them of many vain Conceptions adorned 

with ſo much Art, and commanded as its firſt Arti- 

cle,they ſhould humbly reſigntheir Underſtandings 

to Divine Revelation ; this they look'd on as a Sub- 

miffion unworthy of cheir refined ſtrong Spirits. 

2. They had Satisfaction in their own imperfe&t 
Vertues. Becauſe they did ſome things to recover 
the Humane Nature from its degenerate State, they 
were more confirmed in their Infidelicy than the 


groſſeſt Idolaters, and the moſt vicious Perſons. o_ 
the 
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the more probable Arguments they had to obtain 
Happineſs in their own way, the more obſtinately 
they refuſed any other. They thought there was 
no need of Supernaturzl Revelation co direct, nor 
of Supernatural Grace to aflift them ; but without 
the Intercefſion of a Saviour, and rhe Power of the 
Holy Spirit, they had ſelf-ſufficiency coobtain Per- 
fe&tion and Felicity. Like fooliſh Chymifs that have 
melted away a great part of their Eſtates in vain, 
and little remaining to ſupporttheir wretched Lives; 
yet in expectation of the great Elixir create in their 
Fancies treaſures of Gold, and inrich themſzlves, 
So the Philoſophers who waſted their Time and Spi- 
rits in ſearching after Happineſs to little purpoſe, 
alchough the belt of their Principles and che height 
of their Vertue, were inſufficient to ſuppore them 
under any prefling Affliction; yet they had vain 
hopes of obtaining perfect Tranquillity and Content 
by them. Now the Goſpel commanding an intire 
renouncing of our ſelves,to embrace the fole Good- 
neſs and Will of God, it was hard for thoſe who 
were ſo fullof Pride and Vanity to reliſh a Dod-ine 
fo contrary to them. In truth, whatever the Philo- 
ſophers pretended concerning the Incredibility that 
the Son of God ſhould ſuffer Death, yet it was nct 
ſo much the Croſs to which Chriſt was nailed by 
his Enemies that made them reject the Goſpel (g ), 
as the otherCroſs to which Jeſus would faſten them, 
2. e the ſtrict and holy Diſcipline to which he com- 
mands them to ſubmit. A Diſcipline that condemns 
their vain boaſting of Wiſdom and Vertue, that 
mortifies ſenſual Pleaſures,jwhich many of the Phi- 

Ff 3 loſophers 


(z) Quid in his deprehendas prater fifam frontem, & perpe- 
tuum otium, & quandam ex arrogantia autoritatem ? Quint. 

ft Philoſophorum ſupercilia contemnimus, vitia facundiffime 
accuſantes, intercutibus ipſi yitiis madentes, Minut. Felix. 
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loſophers indulge? themſcives in, notwithſtanding 
all their Dilcourte s of the purg ative and iluminative 
Lite. And that this was the real Cauſe of their re- 
jeEing a crucihed Saviour isevident: For they knew 
chat Sufferings of the worſt kind are not always in- 
famous,but muſt be eſteemed according to the qua- 
licy of their Cauſes and Ends. Thoſe who for pub- 
lick Good generouſly expoſe thernſelvesto diſgrace 
and Miſery, are honoured for their heroick Courage 
as Patriots of the nobleſt ſtrain. And tis not unu- 
tual for Perſons of extraordinary Wiliom and Ver- 
euveto ſuffer in the World. Their Preſence and Ex. 
ample upb-aid the vicious, and wound their Spirits, 
23 a great Lipht diitempered and fore Eyes. And 
ſome of them acknowledged the Wildom of Provi- 
dence in permitting this for an excellence end, that 
Vertuetried inthe Fire migit be more reſplendent, 
*P/4ato an eminent Philoſopher deſcribes a Man tru 
ly juſt, by this proof of his Incegrity, that he ſhall 
lufter the loſs of Eſtate and Honour, be ſcourged, 
rack'd, bound, and have liis Eyes pinck'd out, and 
alter the enduring all Mizerics,at laſt be crucited.Sc- 
crates fo admir'd by thein, was {o dilguisd by theMa- 
lice of his Enemies,chac hg was condemned to die by 
Polſon ; Yetthis was fi» far from obicuririg ins Repur 
cation;that his infering Death waselteem:d the molt 
noble effe& of his Courage, and the moit excellent 
proof of his Vertns. Why then ſhould they make 
2 contrary judgment of ozr Redeeme:”s Sufferings; 
whole Innocence was perfe&, and whole Patience 
was fo Holy and Divine, that in the midit of His 
'Corments he prayed for his Murderers ? No reaſon 

| | Can 
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can be juſtly alledged, but ſomedarling Luſt fpiri- 
tual or fleſhly which they were reſolved to cheriſh. 
The Lighe that comes from above illuminates the 
Humble, and dazles the Proud. Theprefumption 
of their own Knowledg, wasthe caule of cheir pro- 
digious Stupidity. Simple Ignorance is not ſo dange- 
rous as Error : a falſe Light that deceives and Iz2ds 
to Precipices is worle than Darkneſs. We find there- 
fore that none were fiercer Enemies to the Goſpel 
chan the Phzloſophers. 

The ſacred Story tells us, that when the Apv»ſtie 
preach'd at Athens, that wasas much the ſeat of Su- 
perſtition as of Sciznces : the Epicureans and Storcks 
though moſt oppoſite in their Principles,yet conſp!- 
red to encounter him ; they entertain'd him with 
ſcorn, What will this Babler ſay? and his ſucceſs was 
but ſmall there. He chat fiſh'd with a Net in other 
places, and brought great numbers to Baptilm, did 
there only with an Angle, and caught but one or 7s 
Souls.. Andin the progrels of the Gofpel they perfiit- 
ed in their oppoſition. The moſt grave and vertu- 
ous among them cenſured the Aartyrs as fnok hardy 
in their geznerous Sufferings for the Name of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Antoninrzs (5) accuſed the Chriſtians of 6b- 
itinacy in their readineſs to endure Torments. Ar- 
ri4anus repreſents their Courage as proceeding from 
a Cuiſtomary contempt of Death, which he oppoſes 
to Judgment and Realon. Creſcens the Cynick wes 
the Perſecutor of Fuſtin Martyr. Inall Ages the Go- 
ſpel felt the ſharp points of their maiicious Wits. 
They deſpiſed it as an il-contriv'd Fable, as the en- 

Ft4 certainment 
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tertainment of ſmall Underſtandings (;); and Faith, 
as the Pre/idium of-the weak andilliterate,who were 
incapable of conſideration. Now when thoſe who 
were in higheſt reputation for their Morality and 
Learning, diſcountenanced Chriſtianity, it was a 
ſtrong Argument to move the vulgar Heathens to 
judg of it as a meer deluſion. In our Saviour's time 
*ewas urged as a ſufficient reaſon againſt the recei. 
ving of Him as ſent frem God, Becauſe none of the 
Phariſees, the moſt learned and molt likely to un- 
deritand the Propheſies concerning the Meſſiab, be- 
lieved on hinwy Joh. 7. 48. 

2. The Heathen Prieſts vehemently obſtructed 
the reception of the Goſpel ; for their Intereſt was 
ſpecially concern'd upon the account of their Repu- 
tation and Gain. With great Art they had kept 
the People in Ignorance for a longtime : They per- 
ſwaded them that their Idolatrous Ceremonies, Sa- 
Crifices and Feſtivals made the Gods favourable,and 
were the ſupreme Cauſes of their Proſperity ; and 
that ill Succeſs in War, publick Diſaſters,great Con- 
tagions were ſent for the negle of their Service. 
From this Fountain all Superſtition was deriv'd. 
Now if the Doctrine of Chriſt (that ſtrictly forbids 
the Worſhip of Idols) were received, who would 
attend to their old Lies? Who would purchaſetheir 
deceitful Promiſes ? Who would maintair; them 
with prodigal Donatives? Who would eſteem them 
DivineMen ?They muſt loſe theirHonour and Sup- 
port, and for their Fables be the ſcorn of the Mul- 
titude. *'Tis no wonder then that their Paflions 


ſhould 


(7) Nemo accedat eruditus, nemo ſapiens, nemo prudens, ar- 
cemus en tales : Quid fi quis eſt indoQus, infipiens, infans, fi-» 
denter veniat. Hoc pat ſatis apparet, quod ſolos fatuos, igna- 
ros, ſtolidos, mancipia, mulierculas, pueros captent, & pelliciant, 
Aaxim. Madaurenſis in Epiſt. ad St. Auguſt. 


fn Contriving Yan's Redemption. 44: 


ſhould be edged, and their Endeavours furious in op- 
poſing the Truth. And ſince the People had a reve- 
rend regard for their Office, and a high Opinion of 
their Wiſdom, Authority and Sandctity, they rea- 
dily joined with them in their oppoſition. 

3.Princes who were ador'd by thePeople,thought 
themſelves obliged to prevent the IntroduRion of a 
new Religion,leſt their Empire ſhould be in hazard, 
or the Majeſty and Greatnefs of it lefſen'd (&). For 
Religion being the trueFoundation of publickPeace, 
every change in it is ſfuſpe&ted as dangerous, and 
likely to bring ſome eminent alteration in the State. 
St. Paul was accuſed for teaching Cuſtoms (A&. 16. 
21.) which were not lawful for them to obſerve be- 
| ing Remans. And in after-times Chriſtians were 
condemn'd as f{editious and mutinous, and their A(- 
ſemblies as riotous and unlawful. And 'tis obſervable, 
that there never was a leſs favourable Conſtitution 
of time, than when the Goſpel was firſt preached. 
For Tiberius was extremely cruel and extremely jea- 
lous of all Novelty chat might diſturb his Repoſe. 
And Nero, the bloodieſt Tyrant that ever ſat on the 
Roman Throne, endeavour'd to ſtrangle Chriſtianity 
in the Cradle (1). L 

Beſides, the Dodrine of Chriſt was not only 
new and ſtrange, but ſevere; for ic gives no di- 
ſpenſation for Perſons of the higheſt rank from 
univerſal Duty. "Tis the Law of God, to whom 
all are equally ſubject, or equally obedient. Ie 
gives Rules without exception, to the Court 
as well as the Cottage; to thoſe cloath'd in 
Purple, and thoſe in Sackcloth : it condemns the 
Greateſt for Delinquents and guilty of ecernalDeath 
if 


Sn 


(&) Vulgaria logum capita, ſeparatim Deos non habendos, niec 
novos. (1) Orientem fidem Komz primus Nero cruentavit. 
Tert, SCOIP. : 


if they do not ahandon thoſe Pleaſures to which 
corrupt Nature and many ſtrong Temptations vio- 
lently inciit;e them. Now the Heathen Princes who 
were proſperous and vicious, cou!d not relith a Do- 
Qrine chat retrench'd their exorbitant Defires, and 
ſtritly forbad their unconfin'd enjoyment of ſenſual 
delights, which they eſteem'd che Prerogative an- 
nex'd to their ſupreme Dignity ; and the Minds of 
Subjets are tainted with dependance on the power- 
ful. From what hath been diſcoarsd, we may judg 
how great refiſtance the Goſpel met with in its firſt 
publicacion. For all things that can make an enter- 
= impoflible, were uniced together againſt it, 
iſdom and Power, the Pleaſures of Sin, and Zeal 
for Religion ; the Underſtandings andWills of Men 
were combin'd in oppoſition to its Progreſs; the 
Learned and Ignorant, Magiſtrates and People, Men 
and Devils join'd to ſuppreſs it. Hell was in a Com- 
motion, and the Prince of Darkneſs in Arms, not 
to ſuffer the Crowns of ſo many Kingdoms to fall 
from his Head, which for ſo many Ages he had kept: 
He was enraged to loſs the Homage and Service.el- 
| p=cially of the more knowing Nations, as the Gre- 
cians and Romans ; who,by how much the more ca- 


pable of Truth, with ſo much the more art to the | 


Dithonour of God for a long time had been kept un- 
der his Deceit. 

24ly. It we conſider the Means by which theGo- 
Ipel was conveyed,it will be more evident that Om- 
nipotence alone mads it ſucceſsful, When Chriſt 
came from Heaven to convert the World, it had 
been according tothe Law of Reaſon more ſuitable 
to his Purpoſe to have been born at Rome the Seat of 
the Empire, wherein the confluence of all Nations 
met,than in an obſcureCorner.So when the Apoſtles 
were firſt ſent forth to propagate the Goſpel, hu- 
mane 
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mane Prudence would judg, that they ſhould have 
been aſliſted either with Authority and Power, or 
withLearning and Eloquence,to compelor perſuade 
to a ſubmiſſion to it. But if there had been any 
proportion between the qualicy of the Inſtruments 
and the Effects produced,the Goſpel had been elſtee- 
med a Doctrine purely humane. "The immediata 


Agents had beea intituled to all the Honour by the 


Suffrage of the Senſes ; and their proper Sufficiency 
would have obſcured the Vertue of Chriſt that 
wrought in them. Therefore God choſe the weak things 
of the World, to confound the mighty (m); and baſe 
things of the World, and things which are deſpiſed bath 
God choſen: Yea and things that are not, to bring to 
nought things that are, that his Glorious Power may be 
fully manifeſted, 1 Cor. 1. 27. Chriſtianity (like 
its Author) ſprang as a Root out of a dry Ground, and 
grew into a fair {trong Tree, not by humane plant- 
ing and watering, but the miraculous influences of 
Heaven. . . 

The Perſons employed were a few Fiſhermen, with 
a Publican and a Tent-maker, without Authority and 
Power to force Men to Obedience,and without the 
Charms of Eloquence to inſinuate the belief of che 
Doctrines they delivered. And with theſe Diſad- 
vantages theycould never have conceived a thought, 
much lefs had Courage to attempt the great impof- 
ſibility of converting the whole World to Chrilt, 
and futjefting the Heads of Princes, and the 
Learned and Wiſe, to the foot of a crucified Per- 
fon, wichout the Divine Afliltance. 


1. They 


(m) Elegit humiliter natos, inhonoratos, illiteratos, ut quic- 
quid magnum efient & facercnt, 1pſe 1 cis ctict & faceret, 
Aug. de Civit, Dei. ib. 18, C 45» 
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7. They were without Authority and Power. O- 
ther Religions were eſtabliſhed in ſeveral Nations, 
by Perſons of the greateſt Eminency and Credit a- 
mong them. That of the Perſians by Zoroaſtres, 
that of the Egyptians by Hermes, that of the Grect- 
ans by Orphers, that of the Romans by Numa, all 
Kings, or of great Reputation for their Wiſdom 
and Vertue ; and they were received without con- 
tradition. For being correſpondent to the corrupt 
Inclinations of Men, it was not ſtrange that the 
Princes had either capacity to invent them,or pow- 
er to plant them. And in later times Mahomer 
opened a way for his Religion by his Sword, and 
advanced it by his Conqueſt, Now 'tis no wonder 
that a Religion ſo pleaſing to the lower Appetites, 
that gives licence to all corruptAﬀections in the pre- 
ſent life, and promiſes a ſenſual Paradiſe ſuitable 
to Beaſts in the future, ſhould beembraced by thoſe 
who were ſubje& to his Arms. But the Apoſtles were 
meanly born and educated, without Credit and Re- 
putation, deſtitute of all humane Strength, and 
had only a Crucified Perſon for their Leader. Chri- 
ftianity was expoſed naked in the day of its Birth, 
without any ſhelter from ſecular Powers. 

2. They had not the advantage of Art and Elo- 
quence tocommend their Religion. There 1s a kind, 
of Charm in Rhetorick that makes things appear o- 
therwiſethan they are : the beſt Cauſe it ruins, the 
worſt it confirms. Truth, thoin ir ſelf invincible, 
yet by it ſeems to be overcome; and Error obtains 
a falietriumph. We have a viſible proof of this in 
the Writings of Celſus, Symmachus, Cecilivs, and 
others for Paganiſm againſt Chriſtianity. What a 
vaſt difference is there between the Lies and Filthi- 

ef5 of the one, and the Truth and Sanity of the 
other ? Yet with what admirable Addreſs did they 
| manage 
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manage that infamous Subje ? Although ic ſeemed 
incapable of any defence, yet tney gave ſuch co- 
lours to it, by the beaury of their Exprefliors, and 
their apparent Reaſons, that it ſeemed plauſible ; 
and Chriſtianity notwichſtandiog its Brightneſs and 
Purity was made odions to the People. But the A- 


poſtles were moſt of them wholly unl-arned. S.Pau! 


J himſelf acknowledges, (2 Cor. 2. 4.) that he was 


weak in preſence, and his Speech was not with the enti- 
cing Words of Man's Wiſdom. A crucified Chriſt was 
all their Rhetorick. Now theſe impotent deſpica- 
ble Perſons were employed to ſubdue the World to 
the Croſs of Chriſt ; and in that feaſon, when the 


1 Roman Empire was at its height, when che moſt rigo- 


rous Severities were uſed againſt all Innovations, 
when Philoſophy & Eloquence werein their flower ard 
vigour ; ſo that Truth unleſs adorned with the dreſs 
and artifice of Falſhood was deſpiſed,and a Meſſage 
from God himſelf, unleſs eloquently conveyed, had 
no force to perſwade. Therefore the Apoſtles debaſed 
themſelves in the ſenſe of their own Weakneſs, 2 
Cor. 4. 7. We have this Treaſure in earthen Veſſels, 
that the Excellency of the Power may be of God, and not 
of ws. *T was from diſtruſt of themſelves, theic 
true confidence in God proceeded. They were on- 
ly fo far powerful as he enabled them : like Inſtru- 
ments in which there is not Vertue ſufficient for the 
carving of a Statuz, if they do nor receive ic im- 
preſt from the Artificer that uſes them. Briefly, as 
God theAuthor of Wonders uſes that which is weak 
inNature,to conquer the moſt rebellious parts of it; 
He makes the weak Sand a more poweriul Bridle to 
the impetuous Element of Waters, than the ſtrong- 
eft Banks raiſed by the Induttry of Men,and compo- 
{ed of che moſt folid Materials : fo he was plz:aſed 
by a few artleſs impotent Perſons ro contound 
tne 
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the Wiſdom, and overcome the Power of the 
_ World. ; | 
_ 34h. The great, ſudden, and lafting Change that 
was made in the World by the preaching of the Go- 
fpel, is a certain Argument of the Divine Power 
that animated thoſe mean appearances, and that no 

Inſtrument is weak in God's Hands. 
x. The greatneſs of the Change is ſuch that ic 
was only poflible to Divine Power, *'Tis a great 
Miracle to render Sight to the Blind, but *tis more 
miraculous to inlighten the dark Mind, to ſee the 
Truth and Beauty of ſupernatural Myſteries, when 
they are diſguis'd under Reproach and ſad Repre- 
ſentations, and eff:&ually to believe them ; eſpe- 
cially when the inferiour Appetite is ſo contrary to 
Faith. *Tis a Prodigy to raiſe the Dead, but *tis 
more admirable to ſanctify an habituated Sinner. 
For in comparing the quality of thoſe Miracles,thac 
is the greateſt, in the performing whereot God is 
diſcovered to be the abſolute Lord of the greater 
Nature: Now the intelle&ual Nature is ſuperious 
to the corporeal. Beſides, there is no Contradidi- 
on from a dead Body againſt the Divine Power in 
raiſing it ; on the contrary, if any Senſe were re- 
maining, it would ardently defire to be reſtor'd to 
the full enjoyment of Life : but corrupt Nature is 
moſt oppoſite to renewing Grace. And in this 
ſence our Saviour's Promiſe to the Diſciples was 
principally accompliſhed ; Verily T ſay unto you, He 
that believes on me, the Works that I do ſhall he do alſo, 
and greater Works than theſe ſhall be do, becauſe I go to 
the Father. For the ſtrange Converſion of the Gen- 
tiles by the preaching of the Goſpel, was the molt 
divineand powerful Work of onr Saviour in Glo-. 
ry, after his ſending the Holy Ghoſt, and exceeded 
all the miraculous Operations performed by him on, 
ths 
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theEarth.The glorions Light of Truth ſcattered the 
thick and terrible Darkneſs of Ignorance and Er- 
rour, that was ſo univerſal. The Goſpel in its 
Power and the quality of its Effe&ts, was like thoſe 
Words, Let there be Light, which the eternal Word 
pronounced upon the confuſed Chaos, and infuſed a 
Soul and Life into the World. The ciear Know- 
ledg of God in his Nature, and glorious Works of 
Creation and Redemption, of the Duty of Man, of 
the future State, was communicated tothe meaneſt 
Underſtandings. Andin proportion tothe Light of 
Faith, ſuch was the meaſure of Piety and Holineſs. 
Idolatry that had Number, Antiquity, Authority of 
its ſide, was entirely aboliſh'd. The falſe Deities 
were caſt out of the Temple ; and the Croſs of 
Chriſt was planted in the Hearts of Men. The pure 
Beams of the Sun of Righteouſneſs quickly extin- 
evilh'd the Fires of the Devil's Altars, and the re- 
al Miracles pertormed by the Divine Power expog'd 
his lying Wonders to contempt. Accordingly the 
Apoſtletel's the Theſſalonians, 1 The. 1. 9. For they 
themſelves ſhew of us, what manner of entring in we 
had unto you, and how ye turned to God from Idols, to 
ſerve the Living and true God, and to wait for his Scn 
from Heaven, whom he raiſed from the dead, ewen 7e- 
ſus which delivered us from the Wrath tocome. Innu- 
merable from ſecret Atheiſm and publick Gentiliſm 
were converted to acknowledg and accept of the 
Redeemer for their Lord. What could produce 
ſuch a marvelous Change in the World but an Al- 
mighty Power 2 How ſeemingly impoſlthle was it 
to bring ſo many, who were proud in their Natures, 
perverſe in their Cuſtoms, and indubirably afſen- 
ting to their falſe Religions, from ſuch a diſtance 
as the Worſhip of innumerable Deities, to adore 
a Crucitied God 7 *T was admirable that Alexander 
broks 
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broke the Perſian Empire with an Army of Thirty 
Thouſand : but what is there comparable in that 
Conqueſt to the Acts of the Apoſtles? How much 
leſs difficult is it for ſome Nations to change their 
Kings, than forall cochange their Gods? How far 
more eaſy is it to overcomethe Bodies of Men,than 
ſubduetheir Souls 2 Upon the moſt exact Inquiry, 
there will never be found in humane Nature, any 
cauſe capable to produce ſuch an Effe&, nor inthe 
Records of all Ages any Example like it. 

Add to this the excellent Reformation in the 
Hearts and Lives of Men. As their Undecſtand- 
ings, ſo their Wills and Afﬀe&ions, the ſources of 
Action, were miraculouſly alter'd. What the Sa- 
ges of the World could not effe& in a few ſele& 
Perſons, the Goſpel hath done in great Numbers ; 
nay rais'd them above all their feign'd 1deas, above 
the higheſt picch of their proud Ph:loſophy. Thoſe 
ſtrong and furious Paſſions, which natural Reaſon 
was as unable to reſtrain as a Thread of Silk is to 
govern a fierc2 heaſt, the Goſpel hath tam'd and 
brought into order : It hath executed what Ph1lo. 
ſopby durſt never enterpriſe, deſpairing of ſucceſs. 
The Goſpel overcame all thoſe carnal ReluRancies 
that ſeem'd infuperable : it made the wiſe Men of 
the World refign their Reaſon to Faith ; it perſua- 
ded Carnal Men to mortify the Fleſh, the Ambiti- 
ous to deſpiſe Secular Honours, the Voluptuous to 
renounce their Pleaſures, the Covetous to diſtribute 
their Goods to the Poor, the Injurd and Incenſed 
to forgive their Enemies, and all this for Love to 
God, an Aﬀecttion unknown to all other Laws and 
Inſtitutions. Wherever ic came it miraculouſly 
transform'd Pagans into Chriſtians, which was as 
truly wonderful, as for the Baſ#!isþ to part with its 
Poiſon, fora Wolf to be changed into a Lamb, nay, 

for 
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for Dogs, (luch were the Gentiles in our Saviour's 
Language) to be chang'd into Angels of Light and 
Purity. Aneminent Inſtance we have of its Effica- 
Cy in the Corinthians, who in their Heathen State 
were guilty of the vileſt Enormities : Bur afcer 
their receiving the Goſpel, the Apoitle teſtines , 
2 Cor. 6. 10, 11. they were waſhed, ſanfified, and 
juſtified in the Name of the Lord Feſus, and by the Spi- 
rit of our God. Fuftin Martyr tells Triphon (n), that 
thoſe who had been ſtain'd with all Filthineſs, and 
enſlav'd by charming imperionsLuſts,yet becoming 
Chriſtians, they were purified, and freed, and de- 
lighted in thoſe Vertues that were molt contrary to 
their former Vices. This Alteration was ſo viſible, 
that the Lives of the firſt Chriſtians were an Apo- 
logy for their Faith. And 'cis ſtrongly urged by O- 
rigen, Tertullian, La&antius, and others, as a con- 
vincing proof of the Divinity of the Chriſtian Da- 
&rine, that it made the Profeſſors of it Divine in 
their Converſations. The Creation of Grace was. 
likeche Creation of Nature, when Trees ſprang 
up in an inſtant laden with Fruizs , fo inthe Con- 
verted, all the bleſſed Fruits of the Spirit, Love, 
Foy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs , 
Faith, Meekneſs, Temperance abounded. This Telti- 
mony even a Pagan Perſecutor gives the common 
fort of Chriſtians (ov), That they aſſembled to ſing 
Hymns to Chriſt ; that they obliged themſelves fue 
lemnly to injure no Perſon, to deceive none,to pre- 
ſerve faithfully what was committed co them, to be 
always true. And as in Obzdience to the Goſpel ; 
they gave aDivorce to all the ſinfulDelightsofSenſe, 
ſo, which was incomparably more difficult, they 

Ge em» 


(n) *O; mixer wh mogrezaus yotegvret, vou fs owpegayvey [20119 RG my* 
Cory: in Apol, Poſt, (0) Plzn: bib, 10, Epilt. 7. : 
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embraced thoſe things which Nature doth moſt ab- 
hor. No Religion ever expoſed its Followers to 
fach Sufferings,nor infpiced them witch ſuch reſolu- 
tion to ſuſtainthem. All other Religions were pro- 
ductions of the Fleſh, and being allied cogether, it 
any time Jealouſy cauſed a diſcord between them, 
yer an op:n Perſecution was unuſual, But when 
Chriſtianity ficſt appeared,they all turned cheirHa- 
cred and Violence againſt ic, as a Forreigner of a 
different extraction. How many living Martyrs 
were Exiles for the Faith, and deprived of all hu. 
maae Conſolation ? yer they elteemed themſelves 
more bleiſed in theic Miſerizs, than others in their 
Pleaſures, How many thoutands were pur to Death 
for the Honour of our Redeemer? yet the leaſt 
ening is the number, in compariſon of the manner 
of their Sufferings. If they had ſuffered a mild 
Martyrdom, an eafie and ſudden Death, wherein 
the Combate and Vidtory had been finiſh'd at a 
Blow,their Love and Courage had not been fo ad» 
mirable : but they endured Torments fo (p) various 
and terrible,that had they not been practiſed upon 
them by their Enemies,ic were incredidle that ever 
Malice ſhould be fo ingenious to invent,or Cruelty 
ſo hardened to inflict them. If all the Furies of 
Hell had come forth to ſuggeſt new Tortures, they 
could not have deviſed worſe, Neicher was their 
mere ſuffering ſach Torments fo aſtoniſhing, as 
their readineſs rtoencoumter them, and their Beha- 
viour under them. They maincained their Faichin 
the preſence of the moſt formidable Princes. Some 

5 | | who 
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(p) Ulpian wrote ſeven Books, to deſcribe the Variety of Torments 
the Ciriſtians ſuffered, Timebit forſitan caro gladium gravem & 
crucem excelſam, & rabiem. Beſtiarum, & ſummam ignium pce- 
nam, & omne Carnificis ingenium in Tormentis.Zerf.ad Martyr. 
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who might by Favour, were afraid to eſcape the 
common Perſecution,eſteeming no Death precious 
but Martyrdom (q). They contended earnellly to 
ſuffer, and envied others the honourable Ignominy 
and happy Torments that were endured tor cheir 
beloved Redeemer. We have an Inſtance of their 
Courage in Tiburtizs, who thus ſpake to his Judges ; 
Bind me to Racks and Wheels, condemn me, baniſh 
me, load me wich Chains, burn me, tear me, omit 
no kind of Torment. If you baniſh me, the ſmal- 
leſt Corner of the Earth ſhall be to me as the whole 
World, becauſe I ſhall find my God there: It you 
kill me,by the ſame Act you will give me the happy 
Liberty I figh after, and deliver me from a Priſon 
on Earth to reign in Heaven : If you condemn me 
rothe Fire, I have quenched other Flames in reſi- 
ſting Concupiſcence : Ordain what Torment you 
pleaſe, ir ſhall not trouble me, ſince my Heart 1s 
filled with Love to ſuffer, and deſire it. They were 
thankful ro thoſe who condemned them,and regar- 
ded their Executioners with the ſame Eye, as St.Pe- 


ter did the Angel that brake off his Fetters to reſtore 


him to Freedow. They chearfully received them, 
as thoſe who brought the Keys of Paradiſe in the 
{ame Hands wherewith they brought their Swords. 
They entred into the Fire with Joy, and were not 
only patient but triumphant in theirSufferings ; as 
if chey had been glorified in their Souls, and im- 
paſſible to the Sufferings of their Bodies. 1 have 
ſeen, ſaith Euſebizzs, the Executioners tired with 
tormenting them,lie down panting and breathing, 

Gg 2 and 


g) Ignatius ſaid to the Romans, diſſwading him from ſuffering, 
Ignoſcite mihi Filiolj, quid mihi profit ego ſcio. Mteron. de 
Script. Eccleſiaſt. 

(r) Inde eſt quod ibidem ſententiis veſtris gratias agimus.Terte 


452 The Harmony of theDivine Attributes 


and others not leſs frerce, but more freſh, ſucceed 
in their cruel Service : But I never ſaw the Martyrs 
weary of Sufferings (ſ), nor heard them defire a 
Truce, much lefs Deliverance from them. If che 
Judges were ſoftned with their Blood, and by the 
force of Nature were compelled to be compaſiio- 
.nate, fo as to offer them a releaſe if they would bur 
feignto deny Chriſt ; They were filled with Indig- 
 nation,eſteeming ic the worſt Injury,that the Perle- 
cutorsexpedted they would be guil:yof bur theShad- 
ow of Infidelity to their dear Saviour. They were 
, ambicious of the longeſt and moſt terrible Sufter- 
ings far his ſake to be Martyrs in every Member. 
They ſang the Praiſes of Chriſt (their Tongues 
being harmonious with the AﬀeRions oftheicHearts) 
.in the Flames, they preached Him from the Croiles, 
they rejoyced in him as their only Good, in the 
midſt of devouring Beaſts. Briefly, they preſfervd 
.an inviolable Faith to. Him, notwithſtanding che 
moſt furious Batteries againſt them. The barba- 
rous Enemy might tear their Hearts from- their 
Breaſts, but . never Chriſt from their Hearts, to 
whorg they were inſeparably uniced by Love,ſtcon- 

zer than the moſt cruel Death, 
. Now, what leſs than the Divine Power could 
ſupport them under thoſe Torments, which *cis al- 
moſt incredible that Bodies mad: of Fleſhcould en- 
dure ? I will not diſpute whether 1t exceeds all na- 
rural Force to ſuffer ſuch, from a vicious Afﬀecion 
of Pride or Obſtinacy : but the frequency of it ex- 
ceeds all natural Poſlibilicy. *Twas not impoſflible 
jor Mutius Scevola.one of the Romans, being tranl- 
| ported 
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(/) Hic eſt habitus yitoriz noſtrx, hxc palmata veſtis, tali 
curru triumphamus. Tertul., Totum hominem animys circym- 
*ert, & quo yelit_transfert. Jerpul, ad Marte "Op 
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ported with Indignation for mifling his Deſign, to 
hold his right Hand unmoved in the Fire, (more 
grieved at the Errour than the burning of it) to 
extinguiſh in the King their Enemy all hopes of 
drawing from him the fecret ofhisCountry by the 
force of Torments : But though it were but the 
fuffering of one part, and for a ſhort time, yet it 
was not poſtible that many thouſands ſuch ſhould 
have beerr in Rome. For then that ſingle Example 
had been fo wonderful in alt Antiquity 2 But the 
noble Army of Martyrs who overcame in the moſt 
bloody Battels was numerous beyond account : and 
compos'd of all forts of Perſons, of the aged and 
infirm, of tender Youths, of delicate Women, of 
the honourable and obſcure; Yet in that difference 
of Ages, and Sexes, and States, there appeared 
ſach an equality of Vertue, that it was viſible, the 
fame Heavenly Spirit inſpired them all with Cou- 
rage, and by afluring them of Ecernal Life, made 
them deſpiſe preſent Death. Such heroical and 
frequent conſtancy muſt be aſcribed to the Breaſt- 
Plate of Faith and Lowe, of a Czleſtial Temper , 
wherewith the Almighty had arm'd them (7). 

If it be faid that ſome have died for a falfe Reli- 
vion, ſo that the extraordinary Afliſtance of Hea- 
ven was not neceſſary to encourage the Chriſtian 
Martyrs: the Anſwer is clear ; there is a vaſt diffe- 
rence between the number of the Sufferers, and 
manner of their Sufferings. | 

x. Some few moved by Vanity and Melancholy, 
or compell'd,have ſuffered fora falſe Religion, that 

| Gg 3 was 

(t) Latrones & robuſti corporis viri ejuſmodi Lacerationes 
perferre nequeunt, exclamant & gemitus edunt, quia deeſt i1lis 
inſpirata patientia. - Noſtri autem ut de viris taceam, pueri & 
mulierculz toftores ſuos tacite vincunt, & exprimere illis genn- 
tym necignis poteſt. Latfant, bb. 5. C. 13+ 
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was authoriſed by the Cuſtom of their Country for 
many Apes: But innumerable Chriſtians animated 
by the Example of their Crucified King, freely ſa- 
crificed themſelves for the teſtimony of the Goſpel 
upon the firſt Revelation of it, before any humane 
Reſpects gave colour to it. | 

2. In thoſe who ſuffered for a falſe Religion,were 
viſible either Fear or Vain-glory, Stubbornneſs or 
Rage; but the Chriſtians in their greateſt Sufferings 
expreſt Magnanimity without Pride, Conſtancy 
without Fierceneſs, Patience without Stupidity,and 
ſuch an admirable Compaſlion to their Enemies,as 
perſwaded ſome of their Tormentors to be Compa- 
nions with them in; Martyrdom. 

2.The ſuddenneſs and Univerſality of theChange 
efteted by the Goſpel, is a ſingle Evidence of the 
Divine Power that attended ir. The Apoſtle de- 
Clares (Col. x. 6.) the admirable Progreſs of it 
all the World, during his Time. In a few years with 
incredible {wiftneſsit paſt through Fudea, Samaria, 
Syria, Greece, and all the Parts of the known habi- 
table World. Tacitzs acknowledges that in the 
eleventh year of Nero, great numbers of Chriſtians 
were at Rome, at a great diſtance from the Place 
where the Goſpel was firſt preachd. It appears from 
the Writings of the Primitive Chriſtians, that in 
the Second Century after the Death of Chriſt, the 
RomanEmpire was filled with Chriſtian Churches. 
The World was peopled with a new Generation. 
Now, what ſecret Power produced that ſudden 
and univerſal Change 2 How came it to pals that 
the Goſpel, contrary to the order of new' Things, 
{hould be ſo readily receiv'd, and in thoſe Places 
where the moſt inſuperable Obſtacles oppoſed it ? 
In Corinth, the Seat of Luxury and Voluptuouineſs ; 
in Epheſus,where Idolatry had its Throne z in Rome 
it 


in Contriving Dan's Redemption. 455 
it ſelf, where Honours, Riches, Pleaſures were ado- 
red. Moſes with all his great Miracles never con- 
quer'd one Nation to the erus God. The Phariſees 
compaſt Sea and Land to make a Proſelyte, Mat. 23. 
Bur the Goſpel in a little time converted many Na- 
tions from their Opinions and Manners wherein 
they bad been inſtructed and educated,tothoſe that 
were not only different, bur contrary. The Won- 
der in E/ay was exceeded, That a Nation was born in 
a Day : For the World wasrenewed as it werein a 
moment. Such a quickning univerſal Efficacy was 
joyn'd with the preaching of the Goſpel, that the 
Power of God was never more viſibly manifeſted in 
any Work. Therefore the Apoſtle mentions ir as 
one part of the great Myſtery of Godlinefs, that 
Chriit was believed on in the World, 1 Tim. 3. 16. 
There is nothing but Supernatural, as in the Birth, 
ſo in the Progreſs 6f Chriſtianity. 

3. Thelaſting Change made by the Goſpel isthe 
effe&t of Infinite Power. Philoſopby (u), though 
maintain'd by the ſucceflive force of the greateſt 
Wits, yer declined and came to nothing. But Chri- 
ſtiznity attended only by its own Authority, eſta- 
ÞlLh'd its Dominion, and rais'd an eternal Empire 
of Truth and Holineſs in the World. The Reaſon 
of Man cannot inſpire into its Productionsa Prin- 
Ciple of Life; only that Power which conveys to 
Man an immortal Soul,can derive to its Inſtitutions 
a Spirit to animate and preſerve them (x). And 
this victorious permanent Virtue of the Goſpel is 
Gg 4 more 
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(«) Ergo vincimus cum occiditur, plares efficimur, quoties 
metimur a vobis : Semen eft Sanguis Chriſtianorum. Tert.Apol. 
(x) Diocleſian, Fovian, (x Maximinians, Herculaus, Caſares, 
Auguſti.Amplificato per Orientern, ox OccidentemImperio Romano, 
& nomige Chriftian:r, qui Remp. evertebant extin&o. 
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more admirable in regard it prevail'd without the 
ailiitance,and againſt the oppoſition of all. Nothing 
could effectually reſift the ſacred Force of naked 
ruth. The more it was oppreſt, the more it pro- 
ſper'd. Ic gain'd Credit and Diſciples by Contradi- 
&ion and Perſecution ; it was multiplied by the 
Deaths of its Followers. The Cloud of Ni itncſſe; Giſtol- 
ving in a Shower of Bloed, made the Church truittul. 
For many Spectators that ſaw theChriſtianFaith fo 
fiercely perſecuted, from a Celire to know the cauſe 
that made it ſo hatelul, by ſearching tor irs ſuppo- 
ſed Guilt, found its real Innocence. And thus to 
diſcover the Truth, the Tempetts ic ſuifered were 
more ſerviceable than the Caim ic enjoyed. Altho 
ſomePerſecutors have boaited of their utter aboliſh- 
ing the Chriſtian Name in all parts ot che Empire ; 
yec thole Inſcriptions are the proud Monuments of 
cheir Vanity, not Victory. Tyrants are periſh'd, 
but Truth remains for ever. By which 'tis evident, 
that as the Goſpel had a higher Principle thin what 
is from below,l{o it was al{iited with more than Hu- 
mane Power. To {um up in thort what hath been 
amplified ; How gloriouſly was the Arm of the 
Lord revealed in raiſing the World, that for four 
thouſand Years lay in Wickedneſs? What lefs than 
aDivinePower could ſoften ſuch an obſtinate hard- 
neſs, as long cuſtom in Sin brings? What could 
pluck up Errors that had taken ſuch deep root in 
the Spirits of Men, and were naturaliz'd to them, 
and planc a Diſcipline fo auſtere and thorny to 
Senſe 2 Who bur the Almighty could caſt out the 
Devil from his Empire ſo univerſally and long u- 
ſurpt,and wichdraw his Subjects that were capttiva- 
ted by the Terrour of Laws, and by the Delights 
cf the Fleſh 2 What inviſible Power made innume- 
rable of the tender Sex, who were not by Temper 
COU- 
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couragious, nor by Obſtinacy inflexible, nay, who 
were lo fearful that they could not ſee a drawn 
Sword without afrightment, yet fo refolute, as to 
deſpiſe all the Inſtruments of Cruelty 2 What'is 
more aſtoniſhing than to ſee a flock of Sheep en- 
counter and overcome attArrmy of Lions ? This was 
the Lord's doing, and ought to be marvelous in 
our Eyes. Briefly, the making a Crucified Perſon 
to reign in the midſt of his Enemies, and to give 
Laws to the whole Earth, is a Victory worthy the 
Lord of Hoſts. The Converſion of the World to 
Chriſtianity was the effe& of infinite Mercy, and 
equal Power. 

Laſtly; The Divine Power ſhall be gloriouſl 
manifeſted in th= compleat Salvation of the Churc 
at theend of the World. Jeſus Chriſt as Mediator 
is inveſted with Sovereign Power in Heaven and in 
Earth : and in that quality he ſhall exerciſe it, till 
our Salvation is finiſh*d. For he mu} reign till be hath 
put all Enemies under has feet 5 1 Cor. 15. 25. But we 
fee not yet all things put under him ; Heb. 2. 8. Altho 
thoſe Perſons and Things that never degenerated 
from their Original, are entirely ſubje& co him ; 
the Angels obey his Will, univerſal Nature is go- 
vern'd by hisProvidence ; The Heavens,the Earth, 
the Waters, and all things produced from them, 
never reſiſt the Direction of his Hand ; yet there 
are others that fell from their Integrity, and ſome 


things conſequent to Man's Rebellion, which either 


oppoſe the Power of Chriſt,or arenot yet aqually 
ſubdued ; and they are the Enemies of our Salvati- 
on, Satan, Sin, and Death. Now the perfect free- 
dom of the Church from all theſe, will be the laſt 
glorious Ac of Chriſt's Regal Office. And'cis ob- 
ſervable, the Day of Judgment is called the Day of 
Redemption, with reſpe& tothe final accompliſh- 
ment 
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ment of our Felicity,that was purchaſed by the in- 
finice Price of his Sufferings. The Day of Chriſt's 
Death was the Day of Redemption,as to our Right 
and Title ; fqr,then our Ranſom was fully paid, 
and 'tis by the 1mmorcal Efficacy of his Blood that 
we partake of the glorious Liberty of the Sons of 
God ; but the actual enjoyment of ict ſhall be at 
the laſt day. Therefore the perfeQion of all our 
Spiritual Priviledges is referred to that time, when 
Death our laſt Enemy ſhall be overcome. The Apo- 
ftle ſaith, Rom. 8. And not only they, but our ſelves 
alſo, which bave the firſt-fruits of the Spirit, even we 
our ſelves, groan within our ſelver, waiting for the A- 
doption ; to wit, the Redemption of our Bodies. During 
the preſent Lifz, we are taken into God's Family, 
in the quality of his Children ; but the moſt ſolemn 
A& of our adoption ſhall be at the laft day.In this 
there 1s a ſimilicude betwixt Chritt and his Mem- 
bers: for although he was the Son of God by his 
marvellous Conception, and owned by him while 
he performed his Miniſtry upon the Earth 5 yet 
all theTeſtimonies of God's Favour to him,were not 
comparable to the Declaration of it in raiſinghim 
from the Grave : Then in the face of Heaven and 
Earth, He ſaid, Thou art my Son, this Day have I 
begotten Thee. So in this Life God acknowledges 
and treats us as his Children, he cloaths us with the 
Rghteouſneſs of. his Son, feeds us with his Word, 
Getends us from our Spiricual Enemies; but the 
moſt publick Declaration of his Favour ſhall be in 
the nexc Life, when all the Children of the ReſurreFton 
ſhall be born in a Day.Add further : Although the 
Souls ofBelievers immediately upon their Separati- 
on are received into Heaven, and during the Sleep 
of Death enjoy admirable Viſions of Glory ; yet 


their Bleſſedneſs is imperfet, in compariſon of 


that 
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that excellent degree which ſhall be enjoycd at the, 
Reſurrection. As the Romen Generals, after a com- 
pleat Conqueſt, firſt entred the City privately, and 
having obtained Licenſe ofthe Senate, made theig 
triumphant Entry with all the Magnificence an 
Splendour becoming the Greatneſs of their Victo-: 
ries : So after a faithful Chriſtian bath foug hs :rbe 
good Fight, andis come off more than a Conquerour, 
he enters privately into the Celeſtial City ; but 
when the Body is raiſed to Immortality, he ſhall 
then, in the Company and with the Acclamations. 
of the Holy Angels, have a glorious Entry into it., 
I will briefly conſider why the Bodies of the Saints 
ſhall be raiſed, and how the Divine Power will be 
manifeſted in that laſt Act. wx | 
r. The general Reaſon is from God's Juſtice. As 
the Oeconomy of Divine Providence requires there. 
muſt be a future State, when God ſhall fic upon a 
judicial Throne to weigh the Actions of all Men, . 
and render to every one according to their quality; 
{o 'tis as neceflary that the Perſon be judged, and 
not one Part alone. The Law commands the en- 
tire Man compoſed ofeſſential Parts, the Soul and 
Body. And *tis obeyed or violated by both of them. 
Although the Guilt or Moral Goodneſs of Actions 
is chiefly attributed to the Soul, becauſe'is the Prin- 
Ciple of them, yet the Actions are imputed to the 
whole Man. The Soul is the Guide, the Body the 
Inſtrument (y) : *tis reaſonable therefore that both 
ſhould receive their recompence, We ſee the Ex- 
ample of this in Humane Juſtice, which is a Copy 
of the Divine. The whole Man is puniſh'd or re- 
warded. The Soul is puniſh'd with Diſgrace and 
Infamy,the Body with Pains : the Soul is rewarded 
with 


At 


(») Animi imperio Corporis ſeryitio magis utimur. Sal. 
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with Eſteem and Honour, the Body with external 
Marks of Dignity. Thrs the Divine Juſtice will ren- 
der to every one atcording to the things done in the 
Body, whether god or evil, 2 Cor. o. 10. 

2. The ſpecial 'reaſon of the Saints Refſurreftion 
is their Union with Chrift : for he isnot only our 
Redeemer and Prince, but our ſecond Adam, the 
fame in Grace as the firſt was in Nature. Now as 
from the firſt the Sout was deſtroyed bySin,and the 
Body by Death ; fo the ſecond reſtores them both 
to their Primitive State, the one by Grace, the 
other by a glorious Reſurre&tion. Accordingly the 
Apoſtle faith,z Cor. t 5.21. that by Man came Death, 
and by Man came the Reſurrettion from the Dead. 
Chriſt removed the moral and natural impoflibility 
of our glorious Refurre&ion: the Moral by the in- 
finite Meric of his Death, whereby Divine Juſtice 
is ſatisfied, that otherwife would not permit the 
Guilty to be reſtored to eternalLife : and the Natu- 
ral, by his riſing from the Grave to a glorious Im- 
mortality. For his infinite Power can do the ſame 
in all Believers. 'Tis obſervable, the Apoſtle infers 
the Reſurre&ion of Believeis from that of Chriſt, 
not only as the Cauſe but the Original Example. 
For the Members muſt be contormed to the Head, 
the Children to their Father, the younger to the 
elder Brother, Therefore he is called rhe firſt-fruits 
of thems that ſlept, 1 Cor. 15. and the firſt-begotten of 
the dead, Rev. 1. In Chriſt's RefurreQion ours is 
fo fully aſſured, that the Event is infallible. Now 
no le{s than infinite Power is requiſite to raiſe the 
Bodies of the Saints from the Duſt, and to tranſ- 
form them into the ſimilitude of Chritt's. 

x1. To raiſe them. Nothing is more aſtoniſhing 
to Nature,than that the Bodies which after ſo ma- 

ny Ages in the perpetualCirculation of arg we 
ave 
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have paſt into a thouſand different Forms,one part 
of them being reſolved into Water,anqther evapa- 
rated into Air, another turned into Duſt,ſhould be 
reſtored to their firſt State (2). What Wiſdom is 
requiſite to ſeparate the Parts ſo mixt and con- 


founded? What Power to recompole them ? What 


Vircue to reinfpire them with new Life 2 It ma 

ſeem more difficult thantorevive a deadBody whoſe 
Organs and matter isnot changed,of which we have 
Examples in the Scripture. When the Spiric of the 
Lord placed Exzekzel inthe midſt of a Valley cover'd 
with Bones, and cauſed him to conſider attentively 
their Number,which was very great, and their ex- 
treme Dryneis, he ask'd him, Whether theſe Bones 


could live? Ezek. 37. 4, 5, 6. upon which, as one 


divided and ballanced between the ſeemingImpofli- 
bilicy of the thing in it ſelf, and the conlideration 
of the Divine Power to which nothing is impoſli- 
ble, he anſwered, Lord, thou knoweff. Upon this 
God commanded him, to prophe/ie upon thoſe Bones, 
and fpeak to them, as if they had been endued with 
Senſe and Underſtanding : O ye dry Bones, bear the 
Word of the Lord ; Thms ſaith the Lord God unto theſe 
Bones, Bebold, I will cauſe Breath to enter into you, and 
ye ſhall live. And I will lay Sinews upon you, and will 
bring in Fleſh upon you,end cover you with Skin,and put 
Breath in you, and ye ſhall live,and ye ſhall know that I 
am the Lord. And immediately there was a general _ 
Commotion among them,they joyned cogether,the 
Sinews and Fleſh came upon them, and the Skin co- 
vered them. And upon a ſecond Prophecy they 


wereallinſpired with the Breath of Lite, and ſtood 
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(z) Imperfcttz in homine naturz, precipua ſolatia, ne Deum 
uidem poile omnia,nam nec tibi poteſt mortem conſciſcere,neq 
mortales xternitate donare,nec reyocare defuntos,Plin-iib,2.C.7- 
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"up an exceeding great Army. Now whether this 
"wasreally repreſented to his outward Senſes, or on- 
'ly by the Efficacy of the Spirit to his Imagination, 
'no doubt ſo ſtrange a SpeRtacle vehemently affeted 
him ; as with Joy in hope of the miraculous Reſto- 
Tation of 1ael, which that Viſion foretold, fo with 
admiration of the Divine Power. But when the 
"Trumpet of theArch-Angel ſhall found the univer- 
'fal Fwbilee (a), and call forth the Dead from all 
their Receptacles, when the Elements, as faithful 
'Depoſitories,ſhall effe&ively reſtore what was com- 
mitted by them how admirable will the Power of 
God appear ? 

2. No lefs than Infinite Power is able to change 
the raiſed Bodies into the likeneſs of Chriſt's. The 
Apoſtle ſpeaks with an exaggeration of it : For our 
Converſation is in Heaven, from whence alſo we look 
for the Sawiour the Lord Feſus Chrift, who ſhall change 
our Vile Body, that it may be faſhioned like unto bu 
'Glorios Body, according to the working whereby he # 
able to ſubdue all things to bimſelf. This reſemblance 
will be only in the Perſon of Believers. Alt Men ſhall 
riſe to be judged, bur nor all to be transformed. 
There'is a Relurreion to Death as well as to Life. 
Unhappy Reſurre&ion'! which only fervesto make 
*the Body the food of eternal Death. Bur the Saints 
wno endeavour to be like to Chriſt in Purity, ſhall 
then have a perfe& conformity to him in Glory and 
Tmmorealicy. How glorious the Body of Chriſt is, 
we may conjecture in part by what the Apoſtle re- 
lates to Agrippa, AR. 26. 13. At mid-day, O King, 1 


ſaw 


(a) Tu perire Deo credis fiquid oculis noſtris hebetibus ſub- 
trahitur. Corpus omne five areſcit in pulverem, five in humo- 
rem ſolvitur, vel in cinerem comprimitur, vel in nidorem tenu- 
atur, ſubducitur nobis, ſed Deo elementorum cuſtodia reſerya- 
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Jaw in the way a Light from Heaven above rhe bright- 
neſs of the Sun, ſhining round about me ; which was no 
other buc theLight of the Face of Chriſt that ſtruck 
him with Blindneſs. One Ray of this refle&ing up- 
on the ficft Martyr St.Srephen in hisSufferings,gave 
an Angelical Glory. co his Countenance. And. Saint 
Fohntells us, 1 Fob. 3. 2. When he appears, we ſhall be 
like him. He alludes to the rifing of the Sun, but 
with this difference : -when the Sun appears inthe 
Morning,the Stars are made inviſible z but the Bo- 
dies of che Saints ſhall be clothed with a Sun-like 
lyftre,and ſhine in the midſt of Chriſt's Glory.Om- 
nipotency alone that ſubdues all things, can'raiſe 
and refine them from their Droſs unto ſuch an ad- 
mirable Brightneſs. The Angels will be ſurprized 
with wonder co ſee millions of Stars ſpring ont! of 
the Duſt. The Lord eſs Chrif# will be admic'd 
in all them that believe, 2 Theſl. r. 10. | 
2. Their Bodies ſhall be raiſed co a glorious Im- 
mortality. In this the general Reſurrection is diffe. 
rent from that which was particular, as of Laza- 
745. By the one Death was overcome and put to 
flight, only for ſometime ; for his ſecond Life was 
no more exempt from Death than his firſt : But by 
the other, Death ſhall be ſwallowed up in Victory, 
x Cor. 15. 54. and loſe its force for- ever. Then 
ſhall our true Foſbua be magnified-in the ſighr of 
che whole World,and the glorious'number of Saints 
ſhall caſt their Crowns art his Feer,and ſing the tri- 
umphanc Song, Thou ba#t redeem'd us to God bythy 
Blood, and reſcued us by thy Power from all our 
Enemies, and art worthy of Honour, and Glory, and 


Bleſſing for ever. | | 
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Inference. The extraordinary workiug of the Divine 
. Power # a convincing proof of the Verity of the Chr;- 
ian Religion. . The internal Excellencies of it are 
clear Marks of .its Divinity, to the purified Mind. 
The external Operations of God's Power were requiſite 

to convince Men in their xprrupt State, that the Do- 
&rine of the Goſpel came from God. The miracu- 
low owning.of Chriſt by the wholeDivinity from Hea- 
wer. The Reſurrettion of Chriit the moFf important 
Article of the Goſpel, and the demonſtration of all 
tbe reff. How waluable the Teftimony of the Apo- 
ftles. # concerning it. That 'twas _— they 

. . ſhould deceive,. or be deceived, The quality of the 
Witneſſes conſidered. There cannot be the leaſt reaſo- 
nable ſuſpicion of them. 'Tws utterly incredible that 
any humane temporal Reſpeits moved them to feign the 
 Reſurrettion of Chriſt. The Natare of the Teſtima- | 
.. ny conſidered. It was of @ matter of Fat, and weri- 
fied to all their Senſes. The Uniformity of it ſecures 
"as there was no Corruption in the Witneſſes, and that | 
it was n0 luſion. They ſealed the Truth of it with 
zheir Blood. The Miracles the Apoſtles did in the f 
Name. of Chriſt, a ſtrong demonſtration that he was J 

. raiſed to a glorious Life. That Power was continued t 

| #n the Church for a time. The Concluſion, bow rea- C 
ſonable it # to give an entire Aſſent to the Truth of f 


Chriſtianity. '7# deſperate Infidelity not to believe i 
it ; and the higheſt madneſs topretend to believe it, ſc 
and to liye in Diſobedience to it. £- SK 


1. J{ROM what hath been diſcourſed concerning 

E- the extraordinary working of the Divine 
Power,we haye a moſt conyinging proof of the Ve- 
| | ; | 0 Re ry p 
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rity of the Chriſtian Religion. For ſince God hath 
by ſo many miraculous Effects, the infallible Indica. 
tions of his Favour to the Peifon of Jeſus Chrilt, 
juſtified his Do@rine, no reaſonable doubt can re- 
main concerning it, Indetzd the inte:nal Excellen- 
ciesof it, which areviſible to the purged Eye of the 
Soul, are clear Marks of its Divinity. The Myfſte. 
ry of our Redemption is made up of various parts, 
in the Unionof which ſuch anevident Wiſdom ap. 
pears, that the rational Mind, unlels enſlaved by 
Prejudice, muſt Be raviſh'd into a compliance (6). 
Even that which moſt offends Senſe, the Meanneſs 
of our Saviour's Condition in the World, and the 
Miſeries to whi:h he was expoſed, do fo perfe&Rly 
correſpond with his great Detign to make Men holy 
and heavenly, that it appears to bs the Effet of 
meſt wiſe Counſel. His Death on the Crols is fo 
much not unbecoming God,as an infinite Love and 
unconceivable Compaflion is becoming him. And 
ſuch a Beauty ot Holineſs ſhines in the moral parc, 
as clearly proves God to be its Author. It denoun- 
ces War againſt all Vices, and commands eve: y 
Vertue. All that is excellent in humane Inſticuti- 
ons it delivers with infinite more Authority and Et- 
ficacy : And what natural Reaſon did not reach to, 
it fully deſcribes, in order tothe Glory of God, and 
the Happineſs of Man. Now as God, the Author 
of Nature, hath by Taſtes and Smells, and other 
ſenſible Qualities, diſtinguiſh'd things wholeſome 
from noxious, even to the loweſt living Creatures; 
ſohe hath much more diſtinguiſh'd Obje&s that are 
ſaving from deadly, thatis, thetrue Religion from 
the falſe, by undoubted Evidences to any who will 
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exerciſe their Spiritual Senſes, and fincerely deſire 
to know and obey it. And that all the wile and 
holy embraced itin the jace of the greateſt Diſcou- 
ragements, is an unan{werable Argumeat that *cis 
pleaſing ro God. For how is it poſlible that the 
Good God ſhould ſuffer thoſe to fail into mortal Er- 
rour, who from an ardent Afﬀe&inon to him deſpis'd 
whatever is amiable or terrible .in the. World? How 
is it poſſible he ſhould deny the knowledeg of Himſelf 
= —o_ whom he gave ſuch a pure Love to Him- 
elt : 

But the humane Nature in its corrupted State is 
contrary both to the Doctrine of the Goſpel, that 
propounds Supernatural Verities bard to. believe, 
and to the Commands of it, that enj>insthings hard 
to do: For this reaſon *twas neceſſary that God by, 
ſome external Operations, the undeniable Effects 
of his Power, ſhould diſcover to the World his ap- 
probation of it. 

Now thac Chriſt is the Son of God. and Redee. 
mer of the World, was miraculouſly. declared from 
Heaven by the whole Divinity : There are three that 
bear Record in Heawen, tbe Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, and theſe three are One, 1 John x. 5. The 
Father teſtified by a Voice as loud as Thunder at his 
Baptiſm and Transfiguration, Mat. 3. 17. Thou art 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed, The Son 
by his glorious apparition to. Paul, AF. 9.4. when 
he ſtruck him to the Earth with thele Words, F#by 
perſecuteſt thou me ? The Light was fo radiant, the 
Voice ſo ſtrong, the Impreflionit made ſo deep and 
ſenſible, that he knew it came from God. And he 
manifeſted himſelf to St. John with that Brightneſs, 
Rev. 1. 17. That he fell at his Feet as dead, till in 
compaſlion he reviv'd him, and ſaid, I am he that 
lrveth and was dead,and behold Iam alve for ay 1" 
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And the HolySpirit by bis miraculonsdeſcent in the 
ſhape of a Dove upon him, and in fiery Tongues 
upon the Apoſtles, gavea viſible Teſtimony that Fe- 
far Chriſt was ſent trom God to ſave the World. I 
will particularly conſider one Effe& of the Divine 
Power,. the Reſurre&ion of Chriſt, this being the 
moſt important Arcicle of the Goſpel, and the De- 
monſtration of all the reſt. For 'tis not conceivable 
that God would by his Almighty Power have rais'd 
him'from the Grave to'a glorious Life, (andjit is 
impoflible he ſhould '>e'otherwilſe) if he had thken 
the'Namie of the' Son of God in vain, and arroga- 
ced to himſelf Divine Honour, and only pretended 
that he was ſent from Him : By the Reſurre&ion He 
was declared to be the Son of God with Power, Rom. 
I. 4. For that being the proof of his ' 24ſion, ju- 
ſtifies the Truth of his Do&rine, and parcicularly 
of the quality of God's Son which he always attri- 
bated ro: himſelf. Now it Infidelity obje&, that 
we wholive in the preſent Ape have no ſenſible Te- 
ſtimony that Chriſt is riſen, and what aſſurance is 
there, that the Apoſtles who reported it were not 
Deceivers or deceived ? In Anſwer to this, I will 
briefly ſhew how valuable the Teſtimony of the A- 
polſtlesis, and worthy of all Acceptation; and that 
*rwas equally impoſlible they ſhould be deceived, or 
intend to deceive. 

His Death is atteſted by his Enemies. Tacitzs a 
Pagan relates that he ſuffered under Pontizes Pilate. 
And the Fews to this day are fo unhappy as to boaſt 
of their being the cauſes of his Crucifixion, and call 
him by a Name that is the mark of his Puniſhment. 
But his Reſurre&ion they peremptorily deny. Now 
the Apoſtles being ſent to convert the World, were 
to lay this down as the Foundation of their Preach- 
ing, that Jeſus Chriſt ;-—4 raiſed from the _ 
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that all might yield Faith and Obedience to Him. 
This was their ſpecial Charge, as St. Peter declares, 
AR. 1. 20, 21. Wherefore of theſe Men which have 
companied with us all the time that the Lord Jeſus went 
in and out among us, beginning from the Baptiſm of 
John, unto the ſame Day that he was taken up from us, 
muſt be one ordained to be a Witneſs of his Reſurrefion. 
They were to teſtify concerning his Doctrine and 
Lite, his Miracles and Sufferings, but principally 
his Reſurre&tion. For this reaſon St. Paul, who 
was extraordinarily admitted into their Order, had 
a miraculous Sight of Chriſt trom Heaven (Laſt of 
all be was ſeen of me, 1 Cor. x5. 8.) to teſtify it to 
the World. Now for our full Conviction, 'tis ne- 
ceſſary to conſider the quality of the Witneſſes, and 
the nature of their Teſtimony. 

1. The Witneſles were ſuch of whom there can- 
not be the leaſt reaſonable Suſpicion (c). In Civ! 
Cauſes of the greateſt moment, the Teſtimony of 
theHonourable and theRich are accounted valuable, 
becauſe they are not eaſily corrupted: one of a low 
degree may irom baſenels of Spiric, through Cow- 
ardiſe and Fear be tempted todeny the Truth ; one 
in a poor condition may be fo dazied with the luſtre 
of Gold, when he conſiders the Price of Perjury, 
as to be induced to aſſert a Falſhood. But who is 
more incorruptible, the Noble that from a ſenſe of 
Honour abhor a Lie, or thoſe who by their Divine 
Birth and Qualities did fo deteſt it, that they would 
not tell a Lie for the Glory of God 2 Whois more 
worthy of Credit,the Rich whoſeRiches ſometimes 
excites their Deſires afrer more, or thoſe who by a 
generous Diſdain deſpiſed all things ? Beſides, Per- 
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(c) In teſtimoniis dignitas, fides, morcs, gr.vitas examinan- 
da cit. 
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fons of known Integrity, whom the different Images 
of Hopes and Fears cannot probably encline to e- 
vil, are admitted to decide the weightieſt Cauſes : 
Now the Apoſtles were ſo innocent, ſober, honeſt 
and unblameable in the whole tenour of their Con. 
vecſations, that their moſt malignant Adverlaries 
could never faſten an Accuſation upon them. In- 
deed if their carnal Intereſts had been concerned, 
there might have been ſome coloured Objections a- 
g2inſt their Teſtimony : Bur if we duely conſider 
things, it will appear utterly incredible that any de- 
ceit could be in it. For as all the Actions of Realo- 
nable Men proceed from Reaſon ſolid or apparent, 
fo particularly Impoſture and Fiction are never 
wichout ſome Motive and Defign : For being con- 
trary to Nature, there muſt intervene a foreign 
Conſideration for their contrivance. Now the uni- 
verſal Motives to invent Fables are Honour, Riches, 


-or Pleaſure. But none of theſe could poſiibly move 


the Apoſtles to feign the Reſurre&ion of Chriſt. Not 
to inſiſt on the Meannels of their Extraction and E- 
ducation, who had only ſeen Boats and Nets, and 
conversd with Lakes and Fiſhes, whereas Ambition 
uſually ſprings up in Perſons of high Birth and 


.Breeding ; tis evident that no reſpe& to humane 


Praiſe excited them, ſince they attributed the Do- 
Arine of the Goſpel, that ſhould give them Repura- 
tion in the World, to che Holy Spiric, and aſcri- 
bed the Glory of their miraculous Actions ertirely 
to the Divine Power. When the People of Lyra 
would have given Divine Honour to Sr. Paul, Ag. 
3.12, 13. hediſclaimed it with abhorrency : And 
preſently after, thoſe who would have adoied him 
as a God, ſtoned him as a Malefa@or,. AF. 4. 10, 
he choſe rather to be, their Sacrifice than cheir Idol. 
Beſides, how could they expect to be great or rich 
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by declaring, that One who'came to ſuch a Tragi- 
cal End in the face of the World was raifed to 
Life, when the handsof the Fews were {till bloody 
with the Wounds of their Maſter, and their Hearts 
ſo enraged againſt all that honoured his Name, 
as to excommunicate them for execrable Perſons. 
Ic had been as extravagant to have deſigned the ac- 
quiring of Reputation or Riches by cheir preach- 
ing, as for one to throw himſelf into a flaming 
Furnace to be cooled and refreſhed. And that 
Pleaſure could not be their Aim is manifeſt : For. 
they met with nothing but Poverty and Perſecuti- 
on, with Derifion and Diſgrace, with Hardſhi 
and all the effeas of Fury, which they willingly 
endured rather than ceaſe from preaching, or de- 
ny what they had preached. Their unheard-of Re- 
folution to forſake their Native Country, and 
travel to all the known parts of the Earth, to 
convey the Doctrine of Feſus Chri#t, is aſtrong De-. 
monſtration that they believed ic to be true, and of 
infinite moment, moſt worthy of all the dangers 
co which they voluntarily expoſed themfe]ves. 
Never did Ambition or Avarice, the moſt active 
Paſſions, cauſe Men to be more diligent, than the 
were to communicate the Knowledg of our Savi- 
our to all Nations. Now what greater aſſurance 
can we pofhibly receive that they were ſincere in 
their Report ? 
' Secondly, The nature of the Teſtimony makes it 
very credible. | 

T. It was of a matter of Fa&t. If it had been 
ſome high Speculation of univerſal Things ab- 
ſtrated from Matter, and above the cognizance of 
the Senſes, there might be ſome pretence to obje&, 
That the Diſciples, unexerciſed in Sciences, werede- 
ceived by the Subtilty of their Maſter : But 'tis a 
merge {ooo ow, Gare fingular 
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ſingular Thing, 'of which the Senſes are the moſt 
faichful Informers, and competent Judges. 

Ie was an ocular Teſtimony, which as it makes 
the ſtrongeit impreſſion upon the Spectator, ſo 
upon the Belief ot others. Thus St. Fobn, (1 Joh. 
I. I.) That which we have ſeen with our Eyes, which 
we have looked on, declare we unto you. And that 
they were not deceived, we have great certainty; 
for Fe{#s had converſed a long time with them be- 
fore his Death, and their Reſpe&t and Love to 
Him, and after their Compaſſion had deeply en- 
graved the lineaments of his Yiſage in their Me- 
mories ; and He preſented himſelf not many 
Years, but three Days after his Abſence, ſo that 
1t was impoflible they ſhould have forgot his Coun- 
renance. He appeared to them not once or twice, 
but many times, and not ſuddenly as a flaſh of 
Lightning that preſently vaniſheth, but converſt 
with them familiarly for forty days. And *tis ob- 
. ſervable, the A4poſtles themſelves were not eaſily 
. wrought on to believe this Truth; When the Te- 
ſtimony of the Angels aſſured chem that He was 
riſen, they received it with doubting, wonder, and 
troubled joy, and were ſuſpended between Hopes 
and Fears: and at his fr Appzarance they were 
vehemently ſurpriz'd. They faw Him die on the 
Croſs three days before. (Luke 24. 37, 39,43-) and 
their Memories were ſti]l filled with the trightful 
Images of his Sufferings, fo that they were bal- 
lanced between the preſent teſtimony of Senfe; and 
the freſh remembrance of what they had ſeen. 
Therefore He juſtified the truth of his Reſurre@i- 
on to all their Sehfes. He diſcourſed with them, 
made them feel his Wounds, (1 Foh. 1. 1.) eat and 
drink with them, ſo that *twas -impoſfible they 
ſhould be deceived unleſs willingly. Thus by the 
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wiſe diſpenſation of God,” their doubting hath 
confirmed our Faith. 

Thirdly, The Uniformity of the Teſtimony makes 
it valuable vpon a donble account. Firff, as it 
ſecures us, there was no corruption in the Witneſfes. 
Secondly, That it was no Illuſion. 

7. That there was no Corruption in the Wit- 
nefſes. The moſt prudent way to diſcover the 
falſity of a Teſtimony, is to interrogate the Wit- 
neſfſes leverally,. to ſee if there be any contradiction 
between them. Bur if they concur not only as to 
the Subltance but Circumſtances, their Depoſition 
is very credible. Now the Apoſtles exactly agreed 
in their Teſtimony , as appears by the ſeveral 
Goſpels, in which, altho wrote in divers times 
and places, yet there is an admirable Harmony 
not only as to the Fa& it ſelf, but the leaſt Par- 
ticuiarities, TERS 

2, The Agreement of ſo many, proves it was no 
Iilifion that depended on fancy tor its Exiſtense ; 
tor deceptions of the Brain are not common to 
many at once as viſible Bodies are, but ſingular, 
becaaſe of the variety of Fancies. If He had on- 
ly appeared to ſome Perſons ſeparately, carnal Rea- 
fon, which is ingenious to deceive it ſelf, might ob- 
ject that it was only the effe&t of a viltempered 
Fancy, and no real object of Senſe, But after He 
had ſhewn Himſelf to ſome of the Diſciples apart, 
and that holy Company was met together, uniting 
the ſeveral ſparks, to encourage: their hopes of his 
Reſurrection, He came to them all together, and 
tor many days converſed with: them. Now who 
can believe that'fo many ſhould: be. obſtructed with 
Aelancholy torſo long time; 1o'as conſtantly. to 
remain under the power of a .Deluſion ? Betides, 
He afterwards appeared to five- bundred at _ 
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and how could ſuch a number of different Apes, 
Sexes, Temperaments be at the ſame time ſtruck 
with the ſame Imagination ? | 

Add further, It a ſtrong Imagination had de- 
ceived them by Melancholy, there would have been 
ſome diſcoveries of that Humour in their Actions. 
For *tis impoflible that the Mind ſo indiſpoſed, 
ſhould for a long time act regularly. But in the 
whole courſe of their Lives not the leaft extrava- 
gancy appears. Their Zeal was tempered with 
Prudence, their Innocence was without Folly, their 
Converſation was becoming their great Office. 
And of this we have unqueſtionable Evidence : For 
otherwiſe ſo many Perſons of excellent Wiſdom 
had never been perſwaded by them to embrace 
Chriſtianity ; neither had their Enemies fo furiouſly 
perſecuted them : For 'tis beyond belief that they 
had ſo far extinguilhed the Sentiments of Humani- 
. ty, as to \treat the Apoſtles as the moſt guilty Cri- 
minals, whom they knew to be diſtracted, and 
therefore worthy of Compaſlliion rather than Ha- 
tred. 

But if it be objected, that it might be a Phan. 
taſm, or ſolid Body formed according to the Like- 
neſs of Chrift, that abuſed the Apoſtles, and atter 
ſome time wichdrew it ſelf; The vanity of the 
Objections very apparent: For ſuch an effect could 
not be without the operation of a Spiritual Cauls. 
Now the good Angels cannot be guilty of fallhood, 
of which they had been in that repreſentation : 
for He that appear'd declar'd himfelt to be Feſws 
that ſaffer'd 5; neicher would che evil uſe ſuch an 
Artifice. .-The old Serpent was too wile to pro- 
mote the belief of Chriſt's Refurre&ion, which is 
the Foundation of ' Chriſtianity : an Inſticurion 
moſt holy, that would deſtroy his Altars, difcr- dir 
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his Oracles, bring Glory to God, and Happineſs to 
Man, to both which he is eternally oppofice. By 
all which it appears there was no deceir in the Sub- 
je&t nor Obje&. | 

4- They ſeal it with their Blood. This laſt 
proof confirms. al{ the other. If a Perſon of clear 
fame aſſert a ching, which he is ready to maintain 
with the loſs of his Life, there is no reaſon to 
doubt of the truth of his Depoſition. *Tis no 
wonder that Ph;loſtratus, a bold Grecian, to ſhew 
his Art, painted Apollonins Tyanex as a Demi-God, 
exempted from Death, and cloathed with Immor- 
cality. But if he had been drawn from his Study, 
where he dreſt that Idol of Iniquity, to appear 
before the Magiſtrates to give an account of the 
truth of his Relation, he certainly would have re- 
nounced his pretended Here rather than have given 
his Life for a Lie, Now the Apoſtles endur'd the 
moſt cruel Death, to confirm the truth of their Te- 
ſtimony. And what could poflibly induce them to 
it, if they had not been certain of his Reſurrecti- 
on 2 Could Love to their dead Maſter animate 
them to ſuffer for the honour of his Name ? This 
is inconceivable : For He promis'd that He would 
riſe the Third Day, and aſcend to Heaven, and 
make them partakers of his Glory : So that if He 
had lain in the rottenneſs of the Grave, What 
charm, what ſtupidity was able to make them: 
preſerve ſo high a Veneration for a Deceiver ? No- 
thing could remain in them but the Memory and In- 
dignation of his Impoſture. Now if it be the 
diate of natural Reaſon, that the concurrent Te- 
{timony of two or three credible Perſgns, not wea-- 
ken'd by any exception, is ſufficient to decide any 
Cauſe of the greateſt moment, that reſpeds Life, 
Honour and Eſtate, how much more ſhould the 
Atteſta- 
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Atteſtation of the ApoFles put this great Truth be- 
yond all doubt, fince chey parted with their Lives, 
the moſt precious poſleflion in this World, for it ? 
and which is infinitely more, if Deceivers, they 
would certainly be deprived of Eternal Life in the 
next ? In ſhort, Since the Creation, never was a 
Teſtimony fo clear and authentick, the Divine Pro- 
vidence ſo ordering the Circumſtances, that the 
Evidence ſhould be above all ſuſpicion. Neither did 
it ever happen, that any thing affirm'd by ſo ma- 
ny, and ſuch worthy Perſons, was ever ſulpe&ed, 
- much leſs found to be falſe. *Tis the moſt unrea- 
ſonable ſtitneſs not to yield an intire Aſſent to 
it. For there would be no fecure Foundation of 
determining innumerable weighty Caſes, if we 
ſhould doubt of Things reported by the moſt cre- 
dible circumſpe& Perſons, ſince we can becertified 
by our own Senſes but of a few Objeas. 

I ſhall only add, That the Apoſtles did many and 
great Miracles in the Name ot Chri#, which was 
the ſtrongeſt demonſtration that He was rais'd to a 
glorious Life. They were inveſted by the Spiric 
with the habits of various Tongues. This kind of 
Miracle was neceſſary for the univerſal preaching 
of the Goſpel: For how difficult and obſtructive had 
it been to their Work, if they muſt have return'd 
to their Infant-ſtate, to learn the fignification of 
foreign Languages, to pronounce the words in 
their original Sound, and the Accents proper to 
their Councry 2 Therefore the Holy Spirit, ac- 
cording to the Promiſe of Chriſt, deſcended upon 
them, and became their Maſter, and in a moment 
impreſt on their Memories the forms of diſcourſing, 
and on their Tongues the manner of exprefling 
chem.Wherever che Doctrine of Jeſus was preach'd, 
Ged bare them witneſs both with Signs and Won- 
wee Þ | | ders, 
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ders, and with divers Miracles and Gifts of the Holy 
Gho#f, according to his own will. When St. Peter 
paſs'd through the Streets, filld with Perſons dif- 
eaſed and haif dead, he cauſzd an univerſal Re- 
furretion, by touching them with his reviving 
ſhadow. They tamed Serpents, and quench'd the 
malignity of their Poiſon ; they commanded Death 
to leave its Prey, and life to return to its manſion. 
that was not habitable for it. And that miraculous 
Power. continued in their Succeſſors fo long as was 
requiſite for the conviction of the World, Faſtin 
Aartyr, Irenzns, Tertullian, Origen, Cyprian, menti- 
on divers Miracles perform'd by Chriltians in thoſe 
times. Tertullian offers tothe Emperour, to whom 
he addreſt his admirable Apology, to compel the 
Devils that poſſeſt Humane Bodies to confeſs them- 
ſelves to be evil Spirits, and thereby conſtrain the 
Prince of Darkneſs to enlighten his own Slaves. 
And Cyprian aſſures the Governour of Africa that 
he would force the Devils to come out of the Bo- 
dies they tormented, lamenting their ejetion. Now 
we cannot imagine they would ſo far diſcredit 
their Dodrine and Reputation, as to pretend to 
ſuch a Power without they had it. In ſhort, To 
deny the Miracles wrought by the Primitive Chrifti- * 
ans, were as great raſhnels, as to deny that Ceſar 
conquer d Pompey, or that Titus ſucceeded Veſpaſi- 
an, For we have the concurrent Teſtimony of 
the graveſt and beſt Men, of Underſtanding and 
Conſcience, who were Eye-witneſles, and which 
was not contradicted by thoſe of the ſame Age. 
Briefly, There are ſuch clear CharafFers of the 
Divine Hand to render the Goſpel authentick, that 
to-deny it to bs erne, 15 to make God a Lyar. 

The Concluſion is this, We fee how reaſonable it 
is to give an entire aſſent to the truth of Chriſti- 
anitp. 
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anity, The Nature of the Dodrine that 1s per- 
ftetly Divine, delares its Original. 'Tis con- 
firmed by Supernatural Teſtimonies. The Doctrine 
diſtinguiſhes the Miracles from -all falſe wonders, 
the illuſions of Satan, and the Miracles confirm 
the Doftrine. What doubt can there be after the 
full depoſition of the Spirit in raiſing Chriſt from 
the Grave ; in qualifying the Apoſtles, who were 
rude and ignorant, with Knowledg, Zeal,Courage, 
Charity, and all Graces requiſite for their great 
Enterpriſe, and in converting the World by their 
Minty and Miracles ? It we believe not fo clear 
a Revelation, our Infidelity is deſperate. When 
our Saviour was upon the Earth, the Meannefs and 
Poverty of his appearance leilened their Crime, 
who did not acknowledg and honour him in the 
diſguiſe of a Servant : Therefore they were capa- 
ble of favour. Many of his bloody Perſecutors 
were converted and ſaved by the preaching of the 
Apoſtles. But ſince the Holy Ghoſt hath convinced 
the World by ſo ſtrong a Light of Sin, Righte- 
ouſneſs and Judgment ; wiz. That Feſus, whom 
the Fews molt unworthily crucitied, was the Son of 
God ; that in dying, He purchaſed the Pardon of 
Sin ; ſince he is riſen and received to Glory, That 
- all Power in Heaven and Earth is given to Him, the 
effect of which is moſt viſible : for ſpiritual Wic- 
kedneſſes trembled at his Name, were expelled 
from their Dominions, and ſent to their old Priſon 
to ſuffer the Chains and Flames due to them : To 
refuſe his Teſtimony, is a degree of Obſtinacy not 
far diſtant from the Malice of the Devils, and puts 
Men without the reſerves of pardoning Mercy. 
And*cis not- a ſlight, ſuperticial Belief of this great 
Truth that is ſufficienr, but that which 1s powerful 
12 making us univerfally obedient ro our Glorified 
Re- 
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Redeemer, who will diſtribute Crowns to all his 
Faithful Servants. We cannot truly believe his 
Refurre&tion without believing his Doctrine, nor 
believe his Do&rine without unfeigned Defires af- 
ter the eternal Felicity it promiſes, nor deſire that 
Felicity withonr a ſincere compliance to his Corh- 
mands in order to the obtaining ir. I ſborr, *Tis 
Infidelicy approaching Madneſs, not to believe the - 
Fruth of the Goſpel ; but *tis Madneſs of an 
higher kind and more prodigious, to pretend to 
believe ir, and yetco live in diſobedience to its Pre- 
cepts, incontempt of its Promiſes and Threatnings, 
as if ic were a meer Fable. 


CHAP. XXII. 


The Honour of God's Truth with reſpe& to the Legal 
Threatning, was preſerved in the Death of Chri#. 
The Divine Truth with reſpe&# to the Promiſes and 
Types of Chriſt under the Law, was juſtified in his 
Coming, and the accompliſhment of our Redemption 
by him, Some ſpecial Prediftions conſidered that 
reſpect the time of bis Coming. The particular 
Circumſtances that reſpe} the Mefliah, are verified 
#n Jeſus -Chriſt. The Conſequents of the Mefliah's 
Coming, foretold by the Prophets, are all come to 
paſs. The Types of the Law are compleat in Chriſe. 

| A particular Conſideration of Manna, the Rock, 
and the brazen Serpent, as they referred to him. 
The Paſchal Lamb cenſidered. A ſhort Parallel 
between Melchiſedec and Chriſt. The Divinity 
of the Goſpel, proved, by comparing the ancient Fi- 
gures with the preſent Truth, and Prediftions with 
the Events. The Happineſs of Chriſtians mm 
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the Jews, in the clear Revelation of our Saviour 
to them. From the accompliſhment of Prophecies 
concerning. the firlt Commg of Chriſt, our Fauth 
ſhould be confirmed in the Promiſe of his ſecond. 


THE Original Law given to Man in Paradiſe 
K had a ſevere Penalty annext, that upon che. 
+ firſt breach of it he ſhould die. The end of the: 
Threatning was to preſerve in him a conſtant re- 
verence of the Command. After his Diſobedience, 
the honour of the Divine Truth was concerned as 
to the inflicting the Puniſhment. For altho the Su- 
preme Lawgiver hath power overthe Law.to relax 
the. Puniſhment as to, particular Perſons ; yet 
having declared that according to that Rule He 
would proceed in Judgment with Man, the Per- 
fec&tion of his Truth required, that Sin ſhould be 
puniſhed in ſuch a manner, that his Righteouſneſs 
and Holineſs might eminently appear, and the 
reaſonable Creature for ever fear to offend Him. 
Now the God of Truth hath by the Death of his 
only Son ſo compleatly anſwered the Ends of the 
legal Threatning, that the: Glory of that Attri- 
bute is broke forth like the Sun through all the 
Clouds that ſeemed to obſcure it. Mercy and Truth 
meet together, Righteouſneſs and Peace kiſs. each other. 
Of this I have ſo largely treated before, that I ſhall 
add nothing more concerning it. Theres a Secondary 
reſpe& wherein the Truth of God is concerned, as 
to the accompliſhing. our Redempiion by Jeſus 
Chriſt, which I will briefly explicate. God having 
. decreed the ſending of his Son in the quality of 
Mediator to purchaſe our Salvation, was pleaſed 
by ſeveral Promiſes to declare his merciful pur- 
poſe; and by various Types to ſhew the deſign of 
that glorious Work, before the exhibition - L.. 
is 
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This was the effe& of his' Supreme Wiſdom and 
Goodnels. Ry oy 

Firf, To comply with the weakneſs of the 
Church, when *twas newly ſeparated from the 
World. For, as a ſudden ſtrong Light over- 
powers the Eye that hath been long in the dark, 
ſo the full bright Revelation of the Goſpel had 
been above the capacity of the Church, when *twas 
firſt freed from a ſtate of Tenorance : Light mixt 
with Shadows was proportionable to their Sight. 
Therefore he was'pleaſed by ſeveral Repreſentati- 
ons and Predictions to exerciſe the Faith, entertain 
the Hope, and excite Deſires of his People be- 
fore the accompliſhment of our Salvation by his - 
SON. 

Secondly, To render the belief of it eafie and 
certain afterwards. Now for the honour of his 
Truth, he was engaged to make good his Word: 
For altho pure Love and Mercy is the Original of 
all God's Promiſes to Man, yet his Truth and Fi- 
delity are the reaſons of his fulfilling them. Not 
that God is under the obligation of a Law, but his 
own Righteous Name is the inviolable Rule of his 
Actions. Accordingly the Apoſtle lays it as the 
foundation of our Hopes, Tit. 1. 2. That God who 
cannot lie, bath promiſed eternal Life. The Divine 

ecree alone concerning our Salvation by Chriſt, 
is a ſure Foundation : For God is as unchangeable 
in his Will, as his Nature. Tn him there is no wari- 
ableneſs, nor ſhadow of turning ; - Jam. 1. 17. But 
the Promiſe determines the Will of God to per- 
form it upon anotner account : For *tis not ſingle 
Inconſtancy but Falſhood, not to perform what 
is promiſed, from both which He is infinitely di- 
ſtant. St. Pal alledges this for the reaſon why 
the Covenant of Grace 1s unchargeable and of 
eVer- 
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everlaſting Efficacy,in that the ©_o671ic] 1 Tom was 
by his Profmiſe and Oach contmed, £:121:.5, 17,18, 
That by two immutable things,in which + 5215 199p9fuble 
for God to lie, we might hawe ſtrong Conſolation, ior 
the Promiſe gives a rightful claim to the Creature, 
and the fulfilling of it is the Juſtification of God's 
Fidelity. In this ſence *cis ſaid, (Fob.1.17.) Ihe Law 
was given by Moſes, but Grace and Truth came by Feſus 
Chriſt, i. e. the Grace of the Goſpel is che ſubſtan- 
tial and compleat Accompliſhment ofthe Typesand 
Promiſes under the Law. I will not enter into the 
diſcuflion of all the Prophecies concerning the Mef- 
fiab in the Old Teſtament,to ſhew how they are veri- 
fied in Jeſus Chriſt ; but briefly conſider fome ſpeci- 
al Predictions that concern the time of the Meſſrah's 

Coming, his Perſon, and Offices. 
rt. The Prophecy of dying Facob. The Scepter 
ſhall not depart from Judah, nor a Law-giver from be- 
tween his Feet, till Shiloh come, Gen. 49. x. By the 
Scepter and Law-giver are meant divers Forms of 
Government : the firſt being the Mark of Regal 
Power, the other Title reſpects thoſe whoſe Power 
lucceeded that of their Kings, in the perfon of Ze- 
robbabel and his Succeſlors. Facob prophetically de-. 
clarestwo things; their eſtabliſhment in Fudab, and 
their continuance tl! the coming ot Shilobs This 
Oracle doth not preciſely reſpe&the Perſon of Fu- 
dah, for henever afcended the Throne, nor potteſt 
the Empire over his Brethren ; nor ſolely his Poſte- 
rity as a Tribe diſtinguiſh'd from the reſt, although 
zt had ſpecial Advancages from that time: Forthe 
Banner of Fudab led the Camp in their March 
through the Wilderneſs ; Numb. 2, 3. That Tribe 
had the firſt Poſſeflion of the Land oi Canaar ; thele 
were the Beginnings of its future Glory. And from 
David tothe Captivity,that Tribe poſieſt the King- 
I i dam 5 
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dom ; but the Glory of his Scepter was loſt in the 
Perſon of Zed:kiah : Therefore the full meaning of 
the Prophecy regards the People of Iſrael, in the 
relation they had to the Tribe of Fudab: For that 
Tribe alone returned entice from theCaptivity with 
ſome Reliques of Levi and Benjamin; lo that the 
Nation from that time was diſtinguiſh'd by the Ti- 
tle of the Fews in relation to ic ; and the Right to 
diſpoſe of the Scepter was always in the Tribe of 
Fudah : For the Levites that ruled after the Capti- 
vity received their Power from them. T:# Shiloh 
come, that is, the Meſſiah, as the Chaldee Paraphraſe, 
and the ancient Jewiſh Interpreters expound ; fo 
that the intent of tl:c Oracle is, that after the eſta- 
bliſhmenc of the Supreme Power in the Family of 
Zudahb, itſhould not paſs into the Hands of Stran- 
gers, but asa certain Preſage, and immediate Fore- 
runner of the coming of $hi1ob And this was ful- 
ly accompliih'd. For in the Captivity there was 
ar: interruption rather than extinction of their 
Government ; their Return was promiſcd at the 
time they were carried Captives to Babylon. But at 
the coming of Chriſt, Fudea was a Province of the 
Roman Empire, Herod an Edomiteſat on the Thione; 
and as the Tribe of Fudab in general, fo the Family 
of David in particular was in ſuch a low State, that 
Foſeph and Mary that were deſcended from him, 
were conſtrain'd to lodg in a Stable ,at Berhlehern. 
And ſince the bleſſed Peacemaker hath appear'd on 
the Earth,the Fews have loſt all Authority : their 
Civil and Eccleſiaſtical State is utterly ruin'd, and 
they bear the vifible Marks of infamous Servitude. 
2. The Second famous Predidtion is by an Angel 
to. Daniel, (Dan. 9. 25.) when he was lamenting 
the Ruine of Feruſalem,who comforted him with an 


aſſurance that the City ſhould be rebuilt; And ww 
ther 


- 
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ther told him, That from the going forth of the Com- 
mandment to reſtore and to build Jeruſalem, wnts the 
Mefliah the Prince, ſhall be ſeven weeks, and threeſcore 
and two Weeks the Streets ſhall be built again, and the 
Wall even in troubleſome Times. And after threeſcore 
and two weeks ſhall the Meſliah be cut off, but not for 
himſelf, and the People of the Prince that jhall come 
ſhall deſtroy the City and Santtuary, and the end thereof 
ſhall be with a Flood, and to the end of the War Deſola- © 
tions are determined. The clear intent of the Angel's 
Meſlage is, That within the ſpace of ſeventy Pro- 
pherical Weeks (4) (that is, four bundred and ninety 
years, according to the Expoſition of the Rabbins 
themſelves) afterthe iſſuing forth the order for the 
rebuilding Feruſalem, the Meſſiah ſhould come, and 
be pur to Death for the Sins of Men,which was ex- 
actly fulfill'd. 

3. The time of the manifeſtation of the 24eſ;ab 
is evidently ſet down in Haggai 2.6, 7, 8, 9. I will 
ſhake all Nations, and the deſire of all Nations (hall 
come, and 1 will fill this Houſe with Glory, ſaith the 
Lord of Hoſts. The Silver is mine, and the Gold is 
mine, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. The Glory of the latter 
ſhall be greater than that of the former, ſaith the Lord 
of Hoſts, and in this place will 1 give Peace. The 
Prophetto encourage __— in building the Tem- 

12 ple, 
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(d) Numerus iſte przter alluſfionem ad 70 annos captivitatis, 
non ſine myſterio intraſe occulter & ſemitas, & an 
preciſe exhauriat; 70 enim hebdomadz ſunt totidem ſemitz,8& 
denos continent Jubilzos. Jam quia annus Sabbatarius 8 Fubj- 
leaus infallibiles ſunt charaReres Chronologiz ſacrz, ex 11s certa 
poteſt peti ratio connetend1 70 hebdomadas cum annis Mundi. 
Fuit enim annus ſecundus Darz Sabbatarius & Jubilxus : Rurſus 
annus przcedens excidium Hieroſolymorum &1pſe Sabbatarius fuit 
& Jubilzus poſtremus; inter quos velut terminos 70 hebdomade 
decurrunt. Vid. Helvic. Diatrits de Hebdom, Danich 
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ple, aſſur'd them that it ſhould have a ſurpaſling 
Glory by the Prefence of the Miah, who is call'd 
the Deſire of all Nations; and being the Prince of 
Peace, his coming is deſcribed by that bleſſed effec, 
And in this Place will I give Peace, ſaith the Lord of 
Hoſts. 

-f ſecond Temple was. much inferiour to Solo- 
90n's, as in Magnificence and external Ornaments, 
fo eſpecially becauſe defective in thoſeExcellencies 
that were peculiar tothe firſt. They were the Ark 
of the Covenant, and the appearance of Glory be- 
tween the Cherubims; the fire from Heaven to con- 
ſume the Sacrifices ; the Urim and Thummim ; and 
the Holy Ghoſt who inſpir'd the Prophets. But 
when the Lord came to his Temple, and pzrform'd ma- 
ny of his Miracles there, this broughc a Glory to it 
infinitely exceeding that of the former. For what 
compariſon is there between the ſhadowy Preſence 
of God between the Cherubims, and his real Pre- 
fence in the humane Nature of Chrilt,in whom the 
Fulnelſs of the God-head dwelt bodily 2 How much 
inferiour were the Prieſts and Prophets to him,who 
came from Heaven,and had the Spirit without mea- 
fure, to reveal the Counſel of God for the Salyati- 
on-of the World ? 

2. The particular Circumſtances foretold concer- 
ning the Meſjiab, are all verifiedin Jeſus Chriſt. Ic 
was foretold that the Mz/ſiab ſhould have a Fore- 
runner, to prepare his way by preaching the Do- 
Arine of Repentance; that he ſhould be born of a 
Virgin, and of the Family of Devid, and in the 
Town of Bethlehem ; that he ſhould go into Egypt, 
and be called forth from thence by God ; thac his 
chief reſidence ſhould be in Galilee, the Region of 
Zebulon and Napathal; ; that he ſhould be poor and 
humble and enter into Hieruſelem on the Fole - = 
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Af; that he ſhould perform great Miracles in re- 
ſtoring the Blind, the Lame, the Deaf and Dumb; 
that he ſhould ſuffer many Afiidions, Contempt, 
Scorn, Stripes, be ſpit on, ſcourged, betrayed by - 
his familiar Friend, fold for a fordid Price ; that 
he ſhould be put to Death; that his Hands and Feet 
ſhould be bored, and his Side pierced; that he 
ſhould die between two Thieves ; that in his Paſſion 
he ſhouldtafte Vinegar and Gall; that his Garments 
ſhould be divided, and Lots be caſt for his Coat ; 
that he ſhould be buried, and his Body notſee Cor- 
ruption, butriſe again the third day ; that he ſhould 
aſcend to Heaven, and fit at the right Hand of God: 
and all theſe Predictions are exactly fulfilld in the 
Lord Chrilt. po. 

3. The conſequents of his Coming are foretold. 

1. That the Fews ſhould rejet him,becaule of the 
meanneſ; of his appearance, They neither under- 
ſtood the Greatneſs and Majeſty,nor the Abaſement 
of the Mſizh deſcribed in their Prophecies, 1/a. 5 3. 
not his Greatneſs, that the Son of David was his 
Lord, that he was before Abraham, who rejoiced 
to ſee his Day : for they did not believe the Eter- 
nity of his Divine Nature, they did not underſtand 
his humiliation to Death : Therefore *twas obje- 
Red by them that the Meſſiah remains for ever, and 
this Perſon ſaith he ſhall die, They fancied a car- 
nal Miah ſhining with worldly Pomp, accompani- 
ed with thundring Legions, to deliver them from 
Temporal Servitude ; fo that when they ſaw bim 
without form aud comelineſs, and that no Beauty was in 
him to make him deſirable, they hid their Faces from 
him, they deſpiſed and eſteemed him not. Thus by their 
cbſtinate refuſal of the Meſſiah, they really and vi- 
ſibly falfilled the Prophecies concerning him. 


Ti 3 2. That 
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2. That the Levitical Ceremonies and Sacrifices 
ſhould ceaſe upon the Death of the Meſh, and 
the Few;ſh Nation be diſſolved. Although the legal 
Service was eſtabliſh'd with great Solemnity, yet 
there was alwaysa ſufficientIndication that it ſhould - 
not be perpetual. Moſes, who delivered the Law, 
told them, that God would raiſe another Prophet 
whom they muſt hear. And David (Pal. 110. 3.) 
compoſed a Pſalm to be ſung in the Temple,contai-. 
ning the eſtabliſhmentof a Prieſt, not according to 
the order of Levi but Melchiſedec, who ſhould bring 
in a worſhip Spiritual and Divine. And we ſce 
this accompliſh'd : all the Ceremonies were buried 
in his Grave, and the Sacrifices for above ſixteen 
hundred Years are ceaſt. Beſides the Deſtruction 
of the holy City and Sanuary, the Fews are ſcat- 
tered in all parts, and in their dreadful diſperſion 
ſuffer the juſt Puniſhment of their Infidelity. 

3. It was propheſied that in the time of the Meſ- 
ſiahb Idols ſhould be ruined, and Idolaters converted 
co the Knowledg of the true God : That he ſhould 
be a Light to the Gentiles, and to him the gathering of 
the People ſhould be. And this is ſo viſibly accom- 
pliſh'd in the Converſion of the World to Chriſtia- 
nity, that not one jot or tittle of God's Word hath 
failed ; fo that beſides the Glory due to his Power 
and Mercy, we are obliged to honour him as the 
Fountain of Truth. 

I will now make ſome ſhort refle&tions upon the 
Types of the Law,to ſhew how they are compleated 
in Chriſt. The Moſaic Diſpenſation was fo contri- 
ved as to bear a reſemblance of the Meſſiah in all its 
Parts, The Law had a ſhadow of good things to come, 
Heb. to. Chriſt was the end of the Law, Rom. 10. 4- 
the ſubſtance of thoſe Shadows. ” 


The 


in Contriving Yan's Redemption. 487 


The main deſign of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews is 
to ſhew, that in the ancient Tabernacle there were 
models of the Heavenly Things reveaied in the 
Goſpe). The great number of Types declare the 
variety of the Divine Wiſdom, and the admirable 
fulneſs of Chriſt in whom they are verified. Three 
ſorts were inſticuted. | 

I. Some were things without Life, whoſe quali- 
ties and effects ſhadowed forth his Vertues and Be- 
nefits. 

2. Things endued with Life and Senſe. 

3. Reaſonable Perſons,thateither in their Offices, 
Actions, or the memorable Accidents that befel 
them, repreſented the Meſſiah. Of the firſt fort T 
will briefly confider the Manna that miraculouſly 
fell from Heaven, the Rock that by its ſtream re- 
freſh'd the 1/raelites in their Journey to Canaan, and 
the Brazen Serpent: premiſing two things, r. That 
in comparing them with the 'Truth, we are to ob- 
ſerve the deſign of God, and not to ſeek for My- 
ſteries in every thing. As in Picures, fomeſtrokes 
of the Pencil are only for ornament, others for 
ſignification. Beſides, when Superlative Things are 
ſpoken of them exceeding their Nature, and that 
cannot be applied to them without a violent Fi- 
gure, the full and entire Truth is only found in Je- 
ſus Chriſt. | 

x. Manna was an eminent Type of him. . Ac- 
cordingly the Apoſtle declares of the 1/raelites, 
they did all eat the ſame Spiritual Meat, not in re- 
ſpe& of its Material, but Symbolical Nature. The 
expreſs Analogy between Mane and Chriſt, is vi- 
ſible in reſpect of its marvelous production. The 
Moſaical Manna was not the Fruit of the Earth, 
procured by humane Induſiry, but formed by the 
Divine Power, and rained down upon chem : 

114 thers- 
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therefore 'tis called the Corn of, Heaven ;” Pſal. 58. 24. 
"This typified the celeſtialOriginal ot our Redeemer. 
He # the true Bread from Heaven, given by the Fa- 
ther ; Joh. 6. 32. He is called rhe Gift of God emi- 
nently, being the richeſt and treeſt without any 
merit or endeavour of Men to procure it. And 
we may obſerve the Truth infinitely exceeded the 
Type ; for Manna deſcended only from the Clouds, 
therefore our Saviour tells the Fews, Moſes gave ye 
not that Bread from Heaven. But he really came 
from Heaven, where the great and glorious Pre- 
ſence of God is maniteited, and appeared under a 
viſible Form inthe World. Manna was only itiled 
the Bread of Angels, to ſignity its excellency above 
common food z but the Bread of God 1s he which 
cometh down from Heaven, 

2. Manna was diſpens'd to all the ]ſraelites equal- 
Iy ; not as the delicious Fruits of the Earth, that 
are the Portion of a few ; but as the Light and In- 
fluences of the Heavens, that are common to all : 
and herein *ewas a repreſentation of Chriſt, who is 
offered to all without diſtin&ion of Nations, tothe 
Fews and Gentiles, to the Grecians and Barbarians ; 
and without the diſtin&ion of quality, to the Ho- 
nourable and Mean, the Rich and the Poor, the 
Learned and Tenorant. And here we may obſerve 
the Excellency of the Spiritual Manna above the 
Moſaical :- for that fed but one Nation, but the 
Bread of God pives Life to the World ; his infi- 
nite Merit is ſufficient for the Salvation of all. 

3. Manna was a delicious Food: the Taſte of 
it is deſcribed to be like wafers mixt with honey 
thar have a pure chaſt ſweetneſs. This typified 
the Love of Chriſt ſhed abroad in the Hearts of 
Believers. ' Such an exalted raviſhing Pleaſure 
proceeds from it, that the Pſalmiſt breaks forth 
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in an Extaſy, Pſal. 34. 9. Taſte and ſee how good the 
Lord s., 
| -4. Manna was their only ſupport in the Wilder- 
neſs ; ſtrengthening them to vanquiſh their Ene- 
mies, and endure the hardſhips to which they were 
incident in their paſſage to Cavaan, In this re- 
gard 'twas a lively Image of Chriſt who is our Spi- 
ritual Food , while we are in the deſert of the 
lower World, .the place of our trial, expoſed to 
dangers. By him alone we ſhall be finally viQori- 
ous over the Enemies of our Salvation. And in 
this alſo the Truth is infinitely above the Type 
that prefigured ir. For Manna could only preſerve 
the Natural Life for a time. As eur Saviour tells 
the Fews, Your Fathers eat Manna in the Wilderneſs, 
and are dead. But Jeſus Chriſt is the living Bread 
that came down from Heaven, and hath a Super- 
natural Virtue,to convey a Lite incomparably more 
noble, and anſwerable to the quality of his Origi- 
nal. *Tis incorruptible, as Heaven from whence He 
came. If any Man eat of this Bread, be ſhall Ive for 
ever ; oh. 6. 61. Death is fo far from extinguiſh- 
ing, that it advances the Spiricual Life to its Per- 
tection. | 

2. The Apoſle teſtifies that the 1ſraelites drank of 
that Spiritual Rock that followed them,andthat Rock was 
Chriſt; 1 Cor. ro. 4. That the Miracles was myſte- 
rious, is evident from the Circumſtances related of 
it. When the Traelites were in great diſtreſs for 
Water, The Lord ſaid to Moles, Exod. 17. 6. Iwill 
ffand before thee there upon the Rock in Horeb, and 
thou ſhalt [mite the Rock, and there ſhall come Water 
out of it, that the People may drink. If there had 
been no other deſign but the relieving their necefſi- 
ty, that might have been ſupplied by Rain from 
Heaven ; or if only to give a viſible efte& = the 
rs 3 « ivine 


Divine Power, that had beendiſcovered in cauſing 
new Springs to riſe from the Earth, or the Com- 
mand of God had been ſufficient to ſtrike the 
Rock : But he went to it, to ſignifie the Reſpect it 
had to himſelf. He was the Son of God that ſpake 
to Moſes, and conducted the People : For this 
reaſon He is ſtiled the Angel of God's Preſence, 
not with reſpe& to his Nature, but Offices. 

I will briefly obſerve the parallel between the 
Rock and Chriit. 

Ii. A Rock is the ordinary Title of God in 
Scripture, to repreſent his unchangeable Nature and 
infinite Power, whereby He upholds the World: 
And in a ſpecial manner it reſembles the Meſſiah. 
He is called The Stone which the Builders refuſed, that 
as made the head of the Corner ; T Pet. 2.7, 8. He 
is the Rock upon which the Church is built, and ſecured 
egainſ# the Violence of Hell, Now Iſrael was not 
ſupplied from the Clouds or the Vallies, but the 
Rock ; to ſhew that the my/ſticai Rock, the Son of 
God, can only refreſh che Spiritual [rae with 
living Water. 

2. The quality of the Rock hath a proper Sig- 
nification : For altho jt had in its Veins a rich a- 
bundance of Waters, yet to appearance nothing 
was more dry and hard. In this it was a Figure of 
the Spiritual! Rock : The effects have diſcovered in 
him untathomable depths of Righreouli.eſs, Grace 
and Salvation ; yet at the firſt view we had no 
hopes. For if we ccniider him as God, He is in- 
finitely Holy and Juſt, encompaſt with everlaſting 
Flames agaiz:iit Sin, and how can we expect any 
cooling {trea:ns from him 2? If we conſider him as 
Man, he *s reſembled to a root out of a dry ground ; 
Ta. 53- TheJuſtice of the Divine and the Infirmi- 
ty of the Humane Nature Gid not promiſe any 
| | comfort 
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comfort to us. But what cannot infinite Love, u- 
nited to infinite Power, perform 2 Divine Good- 
neſs hath changed the Laws of Nature in our fa- 
vour, and by an admirable At opened the Rock to 
refreſh us. 

3. The Rock was ſtruck with the Rod of Moſes 
a Type of the Law, before it ſent forth its 
ſtreams : Thus our Spiritual Rock was founded for 
our Tranſgreſſions, Iſa. 53. bruiſed for our Iniquities, 
and then opened all his Treaſures to us. Being conſe- 
crated by Suffering ,be is the Author of Eternal Salua- 
tion. In this reſpe&t the Goſpel propounds him 
for the Obje& of ſaving Faith. 1 determimed to know 
nothing among you but Feſus Chrift, and bim crucified. 
The Sacraments, the Seals of the New Covenant, 
have a ſpecial reference to his Death, the Founda- 
tion of it, 

4. The Miraculous Waters followed the 17 ae- 
lites in their Journey, without which they had 
riſh'd in the Wilderneſs. This reprefents the In- 
deficiency of the Grace of Chriſt. A Sovereign 
Stream flows from him to ſatisfy all Believers. He 
tells us, (Fob. 7. 37.) FWhoſoever drinketh of the 
Water that I ſhall give him, ſhall never thirſt ; but the 
Water that I ſhall give him, ſhall be in him a Well 
of Water ſpringing up unto Everlaſting Life ; Joh. 

« I4. 
Y Ry The Brazen Serpent ſenſibly expreſt the man- 
ner of his Death, and Benefits derived from it. 
Therefore Feſws,being the Miniſter of the Circum- 
ciſion, choſe this figure for the Inſtruction of the 
Fews, As Moſes lifted up the Serpent in the IWil- 
derneſs, even ſo mu#t the Son of Man be lified up : 
that whoſoever believes in bim ſhould net periſh, but 
bave Eternal Life; Joh. 3. The Sacred Story re- 
lates, that the fraclites by their rebellions mur. 
T0 on. | | muring 
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muring provoked God to ſend Serpents among 
them, whoſe Poiſon was ſo fiery and mortal, that 
it brought the moſt painful Death. In this Af- 
fliction they addreſt themſelves to the Father of 
Mercies, who moved by their Repentance, com- 
manded Moſes to make a Serpent of Braſs, and 
erect it on a Pole in the view of the whole Camp, 
that whoſoever look'd on it, ſhould be healed. By 
this account from Scripture we may clearly under- 
ſtand ſomething of greateſt conſequence was re- 
preſented by it: For the only wiſe God ordains 
nothing without juſt reaſon. Why muſt a Ser- 
pent of Braſs be elevated on a Pole ? Could not 
the Divine Power recover them without it 2 Why 
muſt they look towards it 2 Could not a healing 
Virtue be conveyed to their Wounds but through 
their Eyes ? all this had a direc reference to the 
Myſtery of Chriſt. For the biting of the I/raelites 
by the fiery Serpents, doth naturally repreſent the 
effeas of Sin, that torments the Conſcience, and 
inflames the Soul with the apprehenſions of Future 
Judgment. And the erefting a Brazen Serpent 
upon a Pole, that had the Figure, not the Poifon 
of thoſe Serpents, doth in a lively manner ſet forth 
the lifting up of Jeſus Chriſt on the Croſs, who 
only had the fimilitude of /nful Fleſh. The look- 
ing towards the Brazen Serpent, 1s a fit reſem- 
blance of believing in Chriſt crucified for Salva- 
tion. The Sight of the Eye was the only means 
to derive Vircue from it, and the Faith of the 
Heart is the means by which the Sovereign efficacy 
of our Redeemer is conveyed. This is the will of 
bim that ſent me, ſaith our Saviour, that every one 
which ſeeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have 
Ecernal Life. As in the Camp of I/rae/, whoever 
look'd towards the Brazen Serpent, whatever his 
OR | Wound: 


fn Contriving Dan's Redemption. 493 


Wounds were, or the weakneſs of his Sight, had a 
preſent Remedy: fo how numerous and grievous 
ſoever our Sins be, how infirm our Faith, yet if wk 
ſincerely regard the Son of God ſuffering, he wPÞ 
preſerve us from Death. For this end he is pre- 
ſented in the Goſpel as crucified before the Eyes of 
all Perſons. 

2. Things endued with Life and Senſe prefigu- 
red the Meſſiah. 

I ſhall particularly conſider the Paſchal Lamb, 
an illuſtrious Type of him. Chri## our Paſſover 
was ſacrificed for us. "The whole ſcene, as it is laid 
down in the 12th of Exodas, ſhews an admirable a- 
greement between them. 

1, a Lamb in reſve& of its natural innocency 
and meekneſs, that ſuffers without reſiſtance, was 
a fit emblem of our Saviour ; Whoſe Voice was not 
heard in the Street, who did not break the bruiſed Reed, 
nor quench the ſmoaking Flax. He was oppreſſed, and 
he was afflied, yet he opened not bis Mouth. He was 
brought as a Lamb to the ſlaughter, and a Sheep be- 
on the Shearers is dumb, ſo be opened not his Mouth. 
Ifa. 53. 7. 

4. The Lamb was to be without Spot, to ſignify 
his abſolute Perfetion. Ie are redeemed with the 
precious Blood of Chrift, 2s a Lamb without Blemiſh 
and without Spot, 1 Pet. 1. 17. 18. 

3. The Lamb was to be ſeparated from the 
Flock four days: the Lord Jeſus was ſeparated 
from Men, and conſecrated to be the Sacrifice for 
the World, after three or four Years ſpent in his 
4 Office, preparing himſelf for that great 

ork. 

4. The Paſchal Lamb was ſacrificed and ſubſti- 
tuted in the place of the firſt-born, The Levitical 
Prieſthood not being inſticuted at their going _—_ 

rom 
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from Egypt, every Maſter of a Family had a right 
to exerciſe 1t in his own Houſe. Our Redeemer 
quifered in our ſtead, to propitiate God's Juitice to- 
"Yards us. 

' 5. The Blond was to be ſprinkled upon the Poſts 
of the Door, that Deach might not enter into their 
Houſes. That ſacred Ceremony was typical : for 
the ſign it ſelf had no reſemblance of ſparing, and 
certainly the Angel could diſtinguiſh berween the 1/- 
raelites and rhe Egyptian; without the bloody Mark of 
God's Favour : but it had a final reſpect to Chriſt. 
We are fecured from Deſtrution by the Blood of 
frinklmg. They wereto eat the whole Fleſh of the 
Lamb, co ſignity our entire caking of Chriſt upon 
the Terms of the Goſpel to be our Prince and Sa- 
viour. 

6. The Effects attributed to the Paſchal Lamb, 
viz,Redemption from Death aiid Bondage, clearly 
repreſent the glorious Benefits we enjoy by Jeſus 
Chriſt. The deſtroying Angel paſt over their Hou- 
fes, and cauſed the Egyprians to reſtore them to tull 
Liberty.That which all che dreadful Signs wrought 
by Moſes could not do, was effeted by the Pall- 
over ; that overcame the Szubbornneſs of Pharaoh, 
and inſpired the Jraclites with Courage to under- 
take their Journey to the promiſed Land. Thus 
we paſs from Death ro Lite, and from Bondage to 
the glorious Liberty of the Sons of God, by virtue 
of Chriſt's Blood. 

3. Reaſonable Perions repreſented our Saviour ei- 
ther in their Offices, Actions,or the memorable Ac- 
cidents that befel chem, Foſeph the beloved of his 
Father, fent by him to viſit his Brethren, by them 
unworthily fold to Strangers, and thereby raiſed to 
be their Lord and Saviour, was a lively Type of 
him. Torah three days and nights in the Whales 
Belly, 
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Belly, and miraculouſly reſtored, was a Type of 
his lying in the Grave, and Reſurreftion. Moſes in 
his Prophetical, David in his Kingly Office prefigu- 
red him. The Prieſtly Office being the Foundation 
of the other two, and that upon which our Salva- 
tion principally depends, was illuſtrated by two 
glorious Types, Melchiſedec and Aaron. The one 
the High-prieſt in ordinary, the other the Prieſt of 
God by extraordinary defignation. TI will briefly 
touch uponthe reſemblancebetween him andChriſt. 
Altho Sacrifices were offered from the Beginning 3 
yet he is the firſt to whom that Title is given, as 
called co that Office in a ſpecial manner. The Di- 
vinity of Chriſt's Perſon, the Eternity of his Office, 
and the infinite value of his Oblation were ſhadow- 
ed forth by him. MAelchiſedec is introduced into 
the Sacred Story, as one deſcending from Heaven, 
and aſcending thither, without any account of his 
Birth or Death. The Silence of the Scripture is 
myſterious : for the Spirit conducted huly Men in 
their Wricings. The Levitical >rieits deſcended 
by natural Generation fr-m their Predeceſfors,and 
had Succeſlors intheir C5%.-e, which were annex'd 
ro the Race of Levi. Burt M-lchiſedec is repreſented 
without Father and M:;her, without Beginning and End 
of Days, whoſe Prieit1ooi vas permanent in him- 
felf. For thi::zs and Perſons have a double Being, 
real inthemſzlves, and notional as they exiſt in the 
Mind; fotha« ::9 mention being made of his coming 
into the World,or leaving it,the Silence of the Scri- 
pture is equivalent :0 his continual Duration. Now 
in this w25 an Adumbration ofChriſt, who was theE- 
tern?! ::::: of God,and really came from Heaven to 
execute hi:sOffice,and aſcended thither. Andaltho his 
Oblation was finiſh'd on the Earth, and his Inter- 
ceflion ſhall ceaſe in Heaven ; yer che Effects ms - 
a 
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ſhall be eternal in his People, and the Glory of it in 
himſelf. The Apoſtle obſerves another reſemblance 
between the ſupreme Quality of Melchi/edec King of 
Salem, and Jeſus Chriſt : He was King of Righteoul- 
neſs and Peace; He governed his SubjeQs in Righte- 
ouſneſs,and never ſtained thoſe Hands with humane 
Blood that were employed in the facred Office of 
the Prieſthood. And by by thoſe glorious Titles are 
fignified the Benefits our Saviour conveys to his Peo- 
ple. He is the true King of Righteouſneſs : By 
which is not intended the Righteouſneſs that Juſtifies 
before God,in which reſpect he is called the Lord our 
Righteouſneſs,and is ſaid to have brought in eternal Righ. 
teouſneſs, for that reſpeRshis.Prieſtly Office ; in chac 
quality he acquired it. But that Title ſignifies his gi- 
ving moſt righteous Laws for theGovernment ofthe 
Church, and his diſpenſing righteous Rewards and 
Puniſhments, eternal Life and Death, by which he 
preſerves the Majeſty of his Laws, and ſecures the 
Obedience of his Subje&ts. And he is King of Peace, 
by which weare notto underſtand his Temper and 
Diſpoſition, nor our Peace with God, for Reconcili- 
ation is grounded on his Sacrifice, nor Peace with 
Conſcience the effe& of the other ; but that which 
depends on his Royalty. As the King of Peace, he 
keeps his Subjects in a calm and quiet Obedience; 
- all their Thoughts and Paſſions are regulared by his 
Will. The Laws of ſecular Kings are only expo- 
fed tothe Eyes, or proclaimed to the Ears of their 
Subjects ; but His areengraven in their Hearts. By 
the inward and almighty Efficacy of his Spirit he 
enclines them to their univerſal Duty ; and will 
_ them to Eternal Peace in his Glorious King- 
om. 

Firft, From hence we have an irrefragable Argn- 
ment of the Truth and Divinity of the Gofpe/: For 
| 'ris 
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'tis evident by comparing the ancient Figures with 
the preſent Truth, the Copies with the Original, 
the Pictures with the Life, that Eternal Wiſdom 
contrived them. For no created Underſtanding 
could frame ſo various Repreſentations of Chriſt, 
and all exactly agreeing with him at ſuch a diſtance 
before his Appearance. And if we compare the 
Predictions with the Events, *tis moſt clear that on- 
ly the divine Knowledg could reveal them. For o- 
therwiſe how was it poflible, that the Prophets fo 
many Apes before the Coming of Chriſt ſhould pre- 
dict thoſe things concerning Him, that exceeded 
the foreſight of all the Angels of Light ? Whac In- 
relligence could there bz berween Moſes, and David, 
and T/aiah, that lived ſuch a diſtance of time from 
one another, to deliver ſuch things as meet in him 
as their Centre ? And theſe Prophecies are convey- 
ed tops by the Jews, the moſt obſtinare Enemies of 
Chriſtianity ,who although they reverence the Let- 
ter, yet abhor the accompliſhment of them ; ſo 
that there can beno poffible Suſpicion that chey are 
feigned, and of a later Date than their Titles de- 
clare. Their ſ{ucceflive fulfilling is a perpetual Mi- 
racle to juſtify the Truth of our Religion. Our 
Saviour uſed this merchod for the Inſtruction of his _ 
Diſciples, Theſe are the Words which I ſpake unto. 
You, that all things muſt be fulfilled which were written 
in the Law of Moſes, andin the Prophets, and in the 
Pſalms concerning me, Luk. 24. 44. As by diſleting 
a dead Body we ee the order and poſition of parts 
inthe living ; fo by ſearching into the legal Types 
we may diſcover the Truth of Evangelical Myite- 
ries, Accordingly St. Paul fram'd a powerful De- 
monſtration from the Scriptures, to prove that Fe- 
ſus was the Chriſt, 1n his Writings he deciphers the 
Riddles of the Law, and = the Veil to diſco- 
ver 
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ver the Face of Chriſt engraven by the Divine Arti- 
ficer. Briefly, by ſhewing the conſent between the 
two Teitaments, he illuſtrates the Old by the New, 
and confirms the New by the 0/4. Now what Re- 
ligion is there in the World, whoſe Myfteries were 
foretold by the Oracles of God, and bgured by his 
Inſticutions above two thouſand Years before *wwas 
exhibited ? Whoſe Doctrine perky accords with 
che moſt ancient, venerable and Divine writings ? 
Can that religion be any other than Divine, which 
God did fo expreſly predi&, and pourtray in fuch va- 
rious manner, tor the receiving whereof He made 
ſuch early Preparations in the World ? Certainly 
wichout offering the greateſt violence to our ratio- 
nal Faculties, none can disbelieve it. He degrades 
himſelf from the Dignity 'of being 2 Man, that re- 
fuſes to be a Chriſtian. 

2. From hence we may underſtand the excellent 
priviledges of Chriſtians, not only above the Hea- 
thens who by Divine Deſertion were wholly S:ran- 
gers tothe Covenant of Mercy, but above God's peculi- 
ar People. The Meſſiah was the expeRation and de- 
fire of Heaven and Earth. Before his Coming the 
Saints had ſome glimmerings af Light, which made 
them inwardly languith atter the bleſſed Maniteſta- 
tion of it: But that was reſervedfor Believers in the 
laſt Ages of the World. That ancient promiſe (the 
Morning: bluſh of the Goſpel-day) That the Seed 
of the Woman ſhould break the bead of the Serpent, and 
the Serpent bruiſe his heel, ſignified the bloody Victory 
the 1:/ſiah ſhould obtain over Satan ; but how little 
of it was underſtood ? One may as well from the 
ſight ofthe Root foretell the Dimenſions of a tree,the 
colour, figure, and taſte of its Fruit, as from that 
Predi&ion have diſcover'd all the parts of our Medi- 


ator's Office, and the excellent Benefits refulting 
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from it. The Incarnation, Crucifixion, Refurre- 
Rion and Aſcenſion of Chriſt, are in the Typesand 
Propheciesof the Old Teſtament, asCorporeal Beings 
are in the Darkneſs of the Night; they have a real 
exiſtence, but no Eye is ſo clear as toenlighten the 
Obſcurity. The moſt ſharp-ſighted Seer might ſay, 
I fball ſee him, but no: now. The Miniſtry of che 
Law iscompar'd ts the Light of a Candle, 2 Pet.1. 12. 
that is, ſhadowy, and confin'd to a ſmall Place : 
That of the Goſpel is like the Sz in its ſtrength, 
that enlightens the World. The Prophets who 
were nearer the Coming of Chr;##f, had clearer Re- 
velarions, but did not bring perte& Day : As ſome 
zew Stars appearing in the Firmament, increaſe, 
but do not change the nature of the Light. Taiah, 
who is ſo exact indeſcribing all the Circumſtances 
of our Saviour's Death, and his Innocence, Humi- 
lity, and Patience, that he ſeems tobean Evangeliſt 
rather than a Prophet; yet the Erhiopian Profelyte, 
who certainly wasa proficient in the Fewiſ Religion 
underſtood not of whom the Prophet ſpake. We ſee 
what they were ignorant of, not that our Sight is 
ſtronger,but our Light is more clear. The Doctrine 
of the Mefliah ſaved them, but *twas then ſeen at a 
diſtance, and under a veil of Ceremonies after the 
Jewith faſhion, that concealed its native Beauty. 
The manifeſtation of it is more evident in the Ac- 
compliſhment, than whiles the obje& of future Ex- 
pectation.” The Paſlover had refpe& to their De- 
liverance from Egypt that was paſt, and therefore 
eaſily apprehenſible ; bur it was alſo a Type of the 
Lamb of God that was to take away the Sins of the 
World, and in this relation not fo clearly under- 
ſtood. Our Sacraments have a relation to what is 
paſt, and excice the memory by a clear ſignitication 
of his Sufferings. The full diſcovery of theſe My- 
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ſteries were reſerved as an honour to our Saviour's 
Coming. He expounded the ſilent Types and ſpeak- 
ing Oracles by an actual Accompliſhment, and real 
Comment in his Perſon, Life and Death. He is 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs, and ſheds abroad a Light 
that excells chat of all the Prophets in brightneſs, as 
well as his Perſon tranſcends theirs in Dignity. And 
how ſhould the Evangelical Light warm our Hearts 
with thankfulneſs to God for this admirable Privi- 
ledg? The dim foreſight of the Meſſiah two thouſand 
years before his Coming,put Abraham in an extalie 
of Joy ; how ſhould the full Revelation of Him 
affe& us? Many holy Prophets and Kings deſired to 
ſee the things that we ſee. They embraced the Pro- 
miſes, we bave the bleſſed Effects ; They had the 
Shadows, we have the Light. They only ſaw the 
veiled Face of Moſes, We all with open face as in a 
glaft ſee the Glory of the Lord. Now what is our Du- 
ty becoming this Priviledg, but ts be transform d into 
the ſame Image from Glory to Glory, as by the Spirit of 
tbe Lord? The Lite of every Chrifian ſhould be a 
ſhining Repreſentation of the Graces and Vertues 
of Chriſt chat are fo viſible in the Goſpel: Their Ho- 
lineſs and Heavenlineſs, their hopes and Joy ſhould 
as much exceed the Graces and Comforts of Belie- 
vers under the Legal Diſpenſation, as their Know- 

ledg is incomparably more clear and perfeet. 
Toconclude; From the Accompliſhment of the 
anCcientProphecies in the firſt Coming of the Meſab, 
we may confirm our Faith in thoſe glorious Promi- 
ſes chat are to be fulfilld:at his ſecond. For *tis the 
lame Divine Goodneſs, the ſame Fidelity, the ſame 
Power {ti[l upon which we are to build our hopes. 
And the Contideration, that the Perfection of our 
Happinels is reſerv'd cill that time, ſhould enflame 

ur deſires after it. # 
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*T 'was the charater of Believers of the O/4 Teſta- 
ment, They waited for the Conſolation of Ilrael : *Tis 
the deſcription of the Saints inthe New, they love the 
Hppearance of Chriſt. If they long'd for his Com- 
ing in the Fleſh, though it was attended with all 
the circumſtances of Meanneſs and Diſhonour, the 
effects of our Sins ; with what ardent and impatient 
Deſires ſhould we haſten His Coming in Glory, when 
He ſhall appear the, Second time to them that look for 
him, without Sin, unto Salvation? Heb. 9. 28. Then 
. He will put an end to all the Diſorders of theWorld, 
and begin the Glorious State, wherein Holineſs and 
Righteouſneſs ſhall be crown'd and reign for ever. 
The Chriſtian Church joyns in that ardent Addreſs 
to our Saviour; O that thou wouldſt rend the Heavens 
&nd wouldff come down, that the Mountains might flow 
down at thy Preſence ! As when the melting fire burneth, 
the Fire cau/eth the Waters to boil : to make thy Name 
known to thine Adwverſaries, that the Nations may trem- 
ble at thy Preſence ; Iſa. 46. xr, 2. Altho the Beauty 
and Frame of this viſible World ſhall be deſtroyed, 
yet that dreadful Day ſhall be joyfall to the Saints ; 
For then all the Preparations of Infinite Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs ; The things that Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear 
heard, neither have entered into the heart of Man, ſhall 
be the everlaſting portion of -thoſs who love God. 
Verl. 4. Come Lord Feſws. 
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———"T is glorified in our Redemption. from 83 to 103 
Wrath : the averſion of God is upon the account of Chris?”"s 
Death: 253, 254+ 


Books Writ by the Reverend Dr. William 
| Bates. 


HE Harmony of the Divine Attributes, in the 
Contrivance and Accompliſhment of Man's 
Redemption by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : Or Diſcour- 
es, wherein is ſhewed, how the Wiſdom, Mercy, 
Juſtice, Holineſs, Power, and Truth of God are 
glorified in that great and bleſſed Work. In O&awyo. 


Cor:fiderations of the Exiſtence of God, and of 
the Immortality of the Soul, with the Recompences 
of the Future Stare. To which is now added, The 
Divinity of the Chriſtian Religion, proved by the 
Evidence of Reaſon, and Divine Revelation : for 
= Cure of Infidelity che He&tick Evil of the 
Times. In O&#avo. 

The Sovereign and final Happineſs of Man, with 
the effetual means to obtain it. Alſo the Joys of 
Heaven, and Torments of Hell are diſcourſed of. 
In O&aveo. | 

Several Sermons upon Death, and Eternal Judge- 
ment. In Ot av. | 
* The, Danger of Proſperity diſcovered, in ſeveral 
" Sermons upon Prov. 1. 27, In Ofawvo. 
| The great Duty of Reſignation in Times of Af- 
flition, &c. In Ofaw, | 
' The Four Laſt Things, Death and Judgment, 
Heaven and Hell, practically Confidered and Ap- 
plied, in ſeveral Diſcourſes : In Offawo and Twelwes. 
(In which is contained, the above-mentioned 
Books; The final Happineſs of Man, and the Ser- 
mons upon Death and Judgment ). 
| | | Sermons 


>» 
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Sermons upon the Forgiveneſs of Sins 
P/alm 130. v. 4+ But there is forgiveneſs wit 
that thou mayeſt be feared. Tn Oftaw" 


A Sczrmon Preach'd upon the much Lamented - 


upon 
thee, 


eath of Our Late Gracious Sovereign Queen 
A 4 R Y. To which is added, The Addreſs of 
Condolence to His Majeſty by the Diſſenting Mi- 


niſters. In Quarto, ffich'd, 


A Funeral Sermon preach'd upon the Death of 


the Reverend and Excellent Divine, Dr. Thomas 
Aanton, who deceaſed Ottober 18, 1677. To which 
is now added, the laſt publick Sermon Dr. Manton 


preached. In O& aws. 


| A Funeral Sermon for the Reverend, Holy and 
xcellent Divine Mr. Richard Buxtcr, who Deceaſed 
ecember 8, 1691. With ſome Account of his Liſle. 


n Octawn. 


The ſure Trial of Uprightneſs, opened in ſev 


al Sermons upon P/alm 18. v. 23. In Ofawve. 


Preached at the Funeral of Mr. Clark/on. 


ſome Account of his Life. In O&awvo. 
* | The Way to the higheſt Honour, on 70h» 12. 26. 
Preached at the Funeral of Dr. Facomb. In O&avo. 


| A Deſcription of the Bleſſed Place and State of 
the Saints above, in a Diſcourſe on 7ohn 14. 2. 


With 


| The ſpeedy Coming of Chriſt to Judgment , on 
Rewel. 22. 12. Preached. at the Funeral of Mr. Benz. 


S(bburSt - In Ofavo. 


